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Widow, 84, a prisoner
in her own apartment
Police a]lege 6 gang members dealt drugs

_from her S.F home, even ate her senior meals

By Juooon Var Derbaken
CERONICLE Srirr Werrim

District apartment of an 84-year-old widow suffering
from dementia and fumed it into a full-scafe drug
house, using Jockouts ta keep social warkers and po-
lice at hay for moaths, San Francisoo authorities szid
Monday.

Police arrested the elleged paog members last
week and rescued the woman, who neighbors and
ber landlord identified as Ellen Gutierrez. Her sece

. ond-floor apartment at 2265 Mission St was filled
with drugs and crack pipes, and the walls weze cov-
ered with gang graffiti, police and prosccutors seid

The gang members ate the fes senior vreals that
were delivered to Cutierres and even
about the quality of the food, authorites said

Gutierrez bas been maved to another residence by
the city's Adult Protective Services agency, Author-
jtiex said she did not appear to be severely neglected
of malnoearished, tut there were signs she had not
been cared for. Her pillow was Althy, authorities said,

" and her portable toilet had net been emptied.

“The house was just a pigsty,” said polics Sgt. Mar-

= MrDowell, who helped acest the suspects Wed-

Ihuewemdmmmofuouhleatmeapmm
tailding long before last week. Police said recidents
had called autherities 20 times in the past two

. munthy o complain abont drug use and deals in the
haltwiys. Every Bme officers resp(mded. however,
nathing was amiss, McDowell said

Cuhesezhmselfapp«mﬂyul]ed?llfmnm

each time hangmg up without saying
+ . Braby Wean [ The Clrusice whntthepmhiemmMcDowe]lmd.Whmoﬁw‘s
Tesar fanida, a friend of Ellen Guberrez, an 84-year-old widow, cha.ngedthelochonherapmantdoor » IMSSIAN: Puge A3

ALY TNFORMATION CONTAINED
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DATE 05-09-Z011 BY 65179 DFH/AT3

Six alleped gang members took aver the Mission ,

«
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-SIN-neld on elder abuse, Imrglary, gang, drug charges

» MISSION
Fmrn Page Al

vamz o check 2p o her, she as-
sured them nothimg was wrang.
hmzsugamm riow believe that
when prlice checked ont the com-
plaints about dreg dealing, alook-
out would sond the alarm, and
gang members would retreat to
Gubterrez’s poe-bedroom  apart-
ment
Police and prosecutorssad Go-
Herrez was suffering from demien-

_mTmeultheapmuﬁ
Marino S

ul, who

Gu.umu,wh.ouaedmmnge
the the geng
members a couple of years ago,

her'into ane of them — they ller-

elly made her likea gamg member. [

Ir's bard to Eihom
TResidenits said five to 10 people
had lived in Cutierrez’s apactment
for neary a year. She had been
friendly and epexgetic befare they
moved in but appered increay
ingly weak and listless in recent
months, sid oae man who asked
n?glubeidmﬁ:ﬁedfwfmdm-

la\omelasanwn,mdhehmI
cumnpleited repeaterdly to police
and other officials in ~recent
marths about gang preblems and
alx:ut was bappening to Gu-

"lt'snl:mar:stm Sandeval

il “We oM the police abuut

these people, we tcld the social
]m:lp‘.le, we 100d Ler famdly. [1old

e they peed to pet Ber out cﬂ
there”

He said social warksrs used 1o
yay daily visit to Gobecret, awid-
ow for 15 years, but that alter 2
while they rarsly stopped by

“J\l‘ltheyww.lddowasgoﬂme

* Sandoval said.

“She’s u really nice lady,” he
said “It's terrible thar they did
what they did”

Authorities and sodal workers
defended their handling of the
case, saying they did everytilog
they could under the law.

Officials with Aduly Protective
wete it alerted to the dhation
May 9, when 2 bealth-care worker

{or Gutierres complained that sey-

eral pegple appeared io- have
woved imto heT epactment and
were ealing the food st received

“senir - me.nis and a
health-care worker went 10 G
terrez's apartiment May 13. Gang

members ‘met them at the dour,
'M::anel]md.

“Thery vere ﬂuﬂfmﬂi“’ldlh&
I:uz gans-b:ms " MeDowed-

"Wo believe they wene saling
‘her food” MeDowell said “One g
themn suid i} was pretty nasty lpod.”

Tha two workers told Adqlt
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“Thur Charewiicka

10 days lompond{oanabusem-
port in which npemms life is not
dezmtad Lo be th

e LTy 1o 2o ol 43 SC0L a3 we
caul, bul there are just realities of
wonkload and velume We try 1o
doour best,” said Mary Couniban,
a Fag Mult Pr ¥

pntthmuﬂ.mdthn

from a yrogrzm that provides
meals ta senior Gtizeas,
Under ths Law, the agency has

Sexvices.
Before the agency could begin
an investigation, a worker with the

et

Dmthenu{da\f"i:md,hm
e, thay headed over itnraediately,

d after ey tbe:etheyulltd
olice,

“We lound parcotice, i
pangtype praffiti ‘oo the wzlls."
MeDowell @id

Two women who were arrest-
o, Cristina Sarrang, 2%, and Farla

'Peas, 27, sid they were citing for

Jose Serranc,- ZZ,MR%ZLL
and Albesto Tormes, 23, also were

arrested, along with  17-yearold

mh-

The adults were charged with
[elomy eldet abaee, residential
burglary and gmg charges. Joe
Serranowasalyo charged withgun
and metham

poazes
- nunnhmﬂthsaﬂ.ulumbef

ing held cn $200,000 beil

Misvion Street rear 19th St

ey don't balk, is because tr
putﬂmclieu;'sneed.a before

"I‘hulsuh\nouﬂrmum
pary situation,™ Counibun s

takevare of hemell™ " don’t think we have eticot:
mately, Adul hmmm fng rematey (e 1"
t
wogkers did their b Mmmm
“IThey) are i 2 sitvation sime-

times when thuey have to sud -

their own safety,” she sid “The F‘"“””‘_’“"mm
fact that they erewilling to dothat, janderbelen@sichmmiclers
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