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FAME Public Charter School soars % i3
: RN
' By Miriam G, Mazliach
Photos By courtesy of Maram Alaiwat

"1 kelleye for a whole variety of reasons that smail class stie and personalized attentien
are some of the main reasons parents select us; but the sefety and comfart levei of
. thelr childeen I3 alsa 2 major consideration,” says Mzaram Alaiwat, (qunder of FAME
- Public Charter Scheal, .

FAME, nob to be confused with the Fine Arts schoal, stands for "Familles of Alameda for
Multl-Zulturalfmulti-Lingual Education.” The scheol's students represent the naw
Immigrant community from the Middle East and Southeast Asla.

According to Alaiwat, pa rents say that as Immigrants, thelr children have sometmes
been Gullied & other schaois. Students fesl less stress at FAME and are happy to
" attend. .

"Uniess & student 1S emctionally safe, they can't focus on academics,” says Alalwat.
"They can express themselves here and take pride in their identity as aoculturated
Amerlcans,”

Twelve years ago, FAME founder Alatwat mewved from Florida, where she was a hospital
adrainistrator, re-lgcating to San Leandrs with her then five- year-old. She vislted local
school districts before deciding W home school her son after seeing the dassraom catlo
of 30-35 students. Later Alaiwat moved tn Fremont whera she has resided for 11 years.

Al the time, Alalwak began rasearching eptons and reaiized that there was a great-
unmet demand in the community. Seelng so Many parents interasted in hame
schooling, she first developed the "B.A, Schoal for Indepandent Study” and ran it as 4
smali group with social activitles and workshops. Parents and children met at public
librarles and parks. Alalwat spent a year helging athers connect Lo resources and the
number of participanis grew frarn 200 to cver 700 students in aver three years.

Alalwat began to wonder how to serve kids who didn't speak English ar whose parents -
felt uncomfortabie with the traditional public schogls. "I grew up as an Arab-American
and know that parents need to he able to communicate with the teachers and staff to
heip thelr chiidren with their aspirations and coniribute to their education,” says
Alaiwat,

"we apened up an Independent Resource Center in Oakland,” adds Alaiwatk. "Thera
were many immigrant families, economicaily disadvantaged youth, at-risk kids, foster
ktds, and nan-English speaking familias. After crezting cur deop-in center, it bacame
very popuiar and the numbers of kids coming in for activitles increasad from 70 to 240
kids a day.”

"To bettar serve the students who needed daily suppart, we decided to petition
Alameda County in 2005, to open a schogl.” Aldiwat explains, "As 3 countywide schoal,
you can apen 2 school In any district as lang 25 it's putin thelr charber and we then
became fully chartered.”

As a public charter school, FAME.does not charge tuition; It has 2 secular curriculum
and Is fundad by the state.

"We recalve oaly 70 percent of the funding that districts receive,” says Alaiwat. "We
have an extremely committed board and stalf. We'ra hera for the kids, Books, teachers
and kids dor't get cut. We make cuts In administration, facllities and extras, anything
that doesn't impact the students.”

FAME has made » commitment ko smailer class sizes. The school limits grades K-3 to
20 or fewear students, grades four through eight fram 20 k25 students per class and
the high schooi ratio i5 ane teacher for every 18 students. Alalwat says, "High school
students also need more atfenton as they prepare for college and we take the time to
speak with them.”

A student can come to FAME frum any of the seven tounties it serves from San ) \
Francisco ta Sonta Clars. Fifteen hundrad students attend the three campuses; two in !
Fremont and one In San Leandrp, Home-based education and administrative offices are
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Jlocated in Disblin.

Dne of the most unique aspects of the school Is that Aratic is offered as a sgcand
{anquage, No gther K~-12 putlic school In California offers that opportunity. Aiso, Alalwat

- Says that the stoff speaks 11 - 14 differant langqages. to esse communication with

parents and students.

Of note, FAME s the fIrst school In ten years to be adopted by the F.BY. Thig
rollabarative effort involves the schaol's 5th graders in the Junlor Agent Pragram. The
students learn some Forensic Sdence and also what the F.B.1. is all about, heiping to
demystify the agency and show how government warks, The students will even get an
opponunlty to visit the +.8.1. office.

Alahwat stms up, "Many of our students had been home-schooled previousy because of
vartous izsues. We feel we're providing @ real opportunity ko serve them In a spedflc
way that was not an option in the county etsewhere.” :

FAME's five-year charter is up for renewal with the current contract expiring in June
2013, They are going through the renewal process with November 10 set for the firsk
pubiic hearing. .

To cantact FAME ga to their website: www.famecharter.org
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