
A Parent's Quick Reference Card 
Recognizing and Preventing Gang Involvement 

This quick reference guide provides common warning signs of gang 
involvement, but may not be all-encompassing. Parents should look 

for multiple signs to indicate possible gang involvement because 
some of these indicators alone, such as clothes or musical 

preferences, are also common among youth not involved in gangs. 
Parents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with local gang 

symbols, seek help early, and consider contacting school personnel, 
local law enforcement, faith leaders, and community organizations for 

additional assistance 
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What Parentstan sDo to Prevent 
Gang Involvement 

• Spend gLiality time with 
your child 

• Get involved in your 
child's school activities 

• Be a.positive role model 
anftet the right 
example .. 

• Know your child's . 
frierid&and their 
families 

• EncOurage good study 
habits.„ 

.• Teach your child how to 
cope with peer pressure 

• Help your child develop 
good conflict/resolution 
skills (See 
www.safevouth.org/scri  
pts/teens/conflict aso) 

• Encourage your child to 
participate in positive 
afterschool activities 
with adult supervision 
(recreation centers, 
organized sports, youth 
groups) 

, I 

••Take action in your: 
neighborhood (create a 
neighborhood alliance, 
report and remove 
graffiti) 

Talk with your child 
about the dangers and 
consequences of gang 
involvement. Let your 
child know that you 
don't want to see him or 
her hurt or arrested. 
Explain to your child that 
he or she should NOT: • .. 

* 'Associate with gang 
members 

'Attend parties or 
social events 
sponsored by gangs 

Use hand signs, 
symbols, or language 
that is meaningful to 
gangs 

* Wear clothing, 
including specific 
colors, which may 

i'-..bave meaning to 
gangs in your area 

To obtain details on COPS programs, call the 
COPS Office Response Center at 800.421.6770 
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www.cops.usdolgov www.fbigrov www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org 
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