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~onverts To Islam Move Up In Cells
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BERLIN - Religious converts are plaving an increasingly infuentisl role in 1sta
sk celly in Borope, sccording @

frasstarmied themselves in recont vears from curiosities to key plavers i fermi
cowiterierronsm efficaiz and analvsts

The arrests this month of nve German converts to lalam - Fritz Gelowicz and Daniel Schnvider - on SUSICIONS
that they were plotling to bomb American fargets are just one example of terrorism vases in Europe i which
converts o lsiam have figured prominently.

in Copenhagen, & convertis smong four defendants wha went o trial this monils Tor plothing & blow up
pelitical targets. In Sweden, i webmaster who changed his pame from Ralf Wadman to Abu Usama el-Swedc
wars arrested 1ast year on suspicion of reeruiting fehters on thie Internet. In Brisain, three converts « including
sifr: son of a British politician - are awaiting trial on chirges of participating in last yenr's transatlantic sirline
nis,

“The number of coftvents, it seems, s definitely on the rise.” said Michael Taarohy, a torrorism researcher it ihe
“amsh Institute for International Studies. "We've resched i point where [ think al-Chieda and other groups
cngnize the value of convers, not just from an operational viewpoint but from o coltural nne a5 well”

Rehgious convents are sometimes more prone 1o radicalizalion because of their zeal 1o provi thar newfsund
faith, analvsts said. They sre alas Jess fikely 1o atraet police seruting i Burope, where inveskigators often rely
on ouiiated demographic profiles in terrorism cases.

Lonverts gre a 31%} subset of the Muslhim f)i’ii?ﬁffi!hf‘éi% o %{35‘(};}:}:, but their nambere sre g‘g;wig;g Y Some
cewiiries. In CGennany, government officials estisated that 4,000 people consverted to Islam last year, compared
with an anaal average of 300 in the late 19905, Less than | percent of Germany's 3.3 mullion Muslims are
sanveris,

Winile religions feaders emplusize that most converts we biv-abiding citizens whe ofien prigiiote mterfaith
understanding. the recent arrests in Germany prompted some lawmakers to suggest that police should keep
corveris under surveiliance

“OF course not all converts are problematic, but some are particularly dangerous because they want Lo
demonsirate through exireme fanaticism that they are panticularly good Mushims " Guenther Beckstan, interior
misister for the state of Bavana, sarl last week

Taetrend 5 ot Hmtted o Furope. In Flonda, U S citizen and convert Jose Padilly was convicted Iast month on

consgiracy charges for participating 1 an al-Qaeda support eetl. i March, David ML Hicks anc Australian

comvert. became the lirst prisoner at the LES, prison st Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 1o be convicled o tersorisn
WRrUCs,

Converts have jotmed militant groups, including al-Queda, for vears, Wadih ¢l-Hage, o Lebunese Christian who
converied to- Isham and becune o U.S. citizen, served 55 a9 aide to al-Oacda leader Omana hin Laden in the
19905 and was sonvicted Tor his role in the 1008 11 8 embassy hombings in Bagt Alrice
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questions ke, 'Why do vou fast? "Why don’t voweat pock™ You keep asking Al some pomit vou resdize thit
Gyt sent a prophbot in fuitill all rovelations.”
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Leir

harid Bsa Moldenhauer, o bosrd member af the Centeal Institute of the Islam Archive. the oldest Mustim
argmicdationan Germany, blamed panicky | é%‘e*;!?saﬂai?i‘i% fior stirfing up distrust,
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