Common values among city & village

1. Arabic culture is very religious.
2. Great dependency on God.
3. Duty-bound society.

4 Socially, polttically & economically
conservative.

5. Patriarchal: It is a male centered society.
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Common values among city & village

6 Patrilineal: The ling of the father's name is pa i
on to his off springs to ensure connections to the
ancestors & keep the family tree alive.

7. Patrilocal; Newly wed couple often join the groom'’s
family residence.

8. Exogamy/Endogamy: Islam encourages marriage
outside culture (exogamy), Arab culture
~encourages & prefers marriage within the family

(endogamy).
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Common values among city & village

9. Monogamy/
Polygamy:
Polygamy
(having more
than one wife at
the same time)
Was widely
practiced in pre-
[slamic eras.
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The Arab Home

B Home is considered as ‘private’, a woman’s space.

B The roles of body modesty and clothing are major elements in articulating
‘forbidden’ & ‘permitted’ space.

B There is an inclination to formally or informally designate spaces and
boundaries defining personal space, spaces for close kin, and spaces
i where gender-segregated friends, neighbors, and strangers can meet
within the home.

B The Middle Eastern sense of what is totally private is more absolute, due
largely to the moral concerns of Islam. Within Arab Muslim homes, there
is a sharper distinction between men’s and women’s spaces as well as

transitional spaces in moving from one to another. Compared to the West

there is also a sharper distinction in these homes between public and
private space, often with high exterior perimeter walls and inward facing
rooms.
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