Mission

The Combating Terrorism Center at West Point provides
present and future leaders with the intellectual tools needed to
defeat and deter terrorist threats to our nation
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Education |

Cadet Education
Robust, contemporary terrorism cumicula bridging academic and
operational realms

Minor in Terrorism Studies
Competitive interagency Interships (DoS, NCTC, NSA, Rep. of

Georgia)
External Education
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Produce innovative, academically rigorous, and theoretically sound research
that informs and shapes counterterrorism policy and strategy

Research Programs
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Islamic Extremism in Context

The Salaf Crisis and Response in Sunnism
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Prophet

Muhammad
1. Abu Bakr
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Qé’ida’s Ideological Context

Modern Terrorism

Terrorism is a human phenomenon

+ Not pseudonymous with Islam
« Not specific to a particular people, place or time
+ Characterized by four primary waves
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4 Waves of Terror

Anarchist Wave (1880s-1920s)

* Propaganda by the Deed
« Martyrdom
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Anti-Colonial Wave (1920s-1960s)

« Incite a heavy-handed military response

New-Left Wave (1960s-1990s)

« Internationalization of Terror
- “Vanguards” for third world masses
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4 Waves of Terror

Religious Wave (1979-7)
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Discussion

« Definition

* Goals

« Strategies
« Motivations
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