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ty) Scope 

(Ul/:FOUO) This product is one of a series published by the Extremism and 
Radicalization Branch that identifies the media and other propaganda efforts by al-Qa' ida 
and affiliated extremist organizations to influence Muslims in the United States with their ' 
radical ideology. The series is intended to inform Federal, State, and local government 
organizations of foreign attempts to radicalize U.S. citizens. DHS/Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis has prepared this assessment consistent with its authority to provide 
information analysis and intelligence related to terrorist threats to the United States. 

-(YJ Warning: This documenl is UNct:ASSIFJEDIJFOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY {UIIFOUO). H contains lnformalion !hal may ba 11XIillllpt !10m~ rs/eB$6 unrlerthe 
Freedom of lnformaUon Act (5 u.s. c. 552). It Is to be contml/ed, sf011ld, handled, transmitted, dislllb/J/erl, anrl disposed of in accordance wilb'DHS po6cy relating to 
FOUO lnformaOon anrl is not to be reieiiS&d lo /he public, the media, or olher personnel who do nol have a vsJid neeri-ID-know wilhcut prior approval' of an 
authorized DHS offiCiaL state and local homelalld secuttty ollir:1afs may share (his rlocumsnl with aulhodzerl security personnel wflhout further approval from OHS. 
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fY) Key Findings 

(flflli'OfJO) The Somali militant group Shabab al~Mujaflidin Movement (Mujahidiu . 
Youth Movenumt)-allied witlt al-Qa'ida, accordiJzg to its online statements-released 
a video in October 2008to recruit U.S. Muslims.for attacks agaillst U.S. interests and 
to join the group's fight in Somalia. The Elzglish-language video features you11g 
Somali fighters plelltlingfor M11Siims to eitlter enlist in the movement or jigllttlze 
United States GOl'ernmellt. 

(UIIFOUO) Tills video is the most aggressive auempt to date by Somali extremists to 
recruit U.S. Muslims. Tlte video is evidence oftlteir growing worldll'ide recruitment 
efforts mzd may well presage an expa12ded campaign to target U.S. Muslims. 

fH) Video Targets U.S. Muslims 

(UIIFOOO) Tlze video may persuade some U.S. Muslims because t/ze speakers use 
Americmz English and promote popular germane Islamist concerns. Tlte statement.~ 
may appeal particularly to U.S. M11slimyoutlt because tlze speakers appear to be. 
young,jro11tlb1e jigllters. 

- (U/IPOlJO} The speakers ask viewers to join the fight in Somalia and worldwide 
against tp.e U.S. Government and its allies. The video contains no religious 
diatribes, specialized religious language, or complicated ideas or terms. 

- (U//FOUO) The speakers accuse the United States and its allies of oppression 
and claim Somali extremists are in line with populist Islamist sentiments against 
perceived Western aggression in predominantly Muslim countries such as Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The video also condemns the publication in Denmark in 2005 
of a cartoon depicting the Prophet Muhammad, which sparked violent protests 
abroad and sharp criticisms online in the United States. 

- (UifFOUO) The video's use of frontline Somali fighters also may resonate with 
young Muslims susceptible to supporting or executing violence in the name of 
religion-in contrast to widely disseminated English~language videos from 
al-Qa'ida's top leadership who are older and not seen actually fighting on the 
battlefield. The Somali extremists exhort young U.S. Muslims to join their ranks, 
not to fight under them. 

fH) Links to AI-Qa 'ida Media Campaigns 

(lJIIFOUO) This video is the latest effort by Soma/J militcmts to expttnd their l'tlltks by 
recruiting Muslims worldwide, inc/udi12g in tile Ullitetl States. Tlleir 11se of al-Qa'itla 
propaganda and al-Qa'ida Internet media o11tlets appears to be part oft/tis campaign. 
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- (U/IFOUO) A September 2008 Shabab al-Mujahidin Movement video showing 
militants' military training features excerpts from speeches by ai-Qa'ida figures 
Usama Bin Ladin, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and Abu Yayha al-Libi to promote attacks 
against the United States and its allies. The at-Qa'ida-affiliated al-Hisbah website 
posted the video. 

fG) Outlook 

(UIJFOUO) DHS/Office oflntelligence and Analysis has no evidence of this vide.o 
resulting in U.S. Muslims traveling overseas to join Somali militants or support violence 
against the U.S. Government or U.S. interests. The video, however, may result in 
increased financial contributions to Somali militants from the large Somali diaspora in 
the United States, some of whose members may empathize witb family, tribal members, 
and friends who are militants in Sqmalia. 

tll) Reporting Notice: 
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