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Background 
The White House strategy on countering violent extremism entitled, E1npoivering Local Partners 
to Prevent Violent E.r:tren1isn1 in the United States, outlines the com1nitn1ent of the Federal 
Govcm1ncnt to support and help empower A1ncrican con1munitics and their local partners in 
their grassroots efforts to prevent violent extren1ism by: 

• Improving support to con1munities, including sharing 1nore infom1ation about the threat 
of radicalization; 

• Strengthening cooperation with local law enforcement, who \Vork with these 
comtnunities every day; and 

• I lelping co1nn1unitics to better understand and protect thc1nsclves against \riolent 
extremist propaganda, especially online 

DHS also released its approach to Countering Violent Extre111ism (CVE) which incl11des \Vorking 
with a broad range of partners to gain a better understanding of the behaviors, tactics. and other 
indicators that could point to potential terrorist activity \Vithin the United States, and the best 
V\'ays to mitigate or prevent that activity. The DHS approach to CVE outlines three main 
objectives: 

• Support and coordinate effort to better understand the phenomenon of violent extrcn1ism, 
including assessing the threat it poses to the Nation as a whole and 'W·ithin specific 
communities; 

• Bolster efforts to catalyze and support non-governmental, com1nunity-based programs, 
and strengthen relationships with com1nunities that 1nay be targeted for recruit1nent by 
violent extremists; and 

• Disrupt and deter recruited or individual or individual 1nobilization through support for 
local law enforcement programs, including information-driven, community-oriented 
policing efforts that for decades have proven effective in preventing violent cri111e. 

In support of this strategy, OHS in partnership with the Departn1ent of Justice, the F edcral 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, and the 
National Counterterroris111 Center (NCTC), hosted a l'lational CVE Workshop designed to 
provide fusion center personnel and 1najor city police dcpartn1cnt intelligence unit co1nn1andcrs 
\Vith a better understanding of violent extremism and ongoing efforts to address the issue. 

In addition, OHS partnered with the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and the National 
Consortiu1n for Advanced Policing (NCAP) to pilot a 24 hour CVE curriculun1 for law 
cnforcc1ncnt executives and frontlinc officers. The pilot took place in San Diego, CA from 
January 25-27 and included students from LAPD, Los Angeles Sheriffs Department, San Diego 
Police Depart1nent, San Diego Harbor Police, and surrounding jurisdictions. Comm11nity 
engagement practices, case shtdics on CVE, suspicious activ·ity reporting (SAR), on line violent 
cxtrc1nist threats (including cybcr), and enhancing con1munity policing strategics \Vere covered 
in the lesson plan. 

Lastly, it is bccon1ing more apparent that violent cxtrcn1ists arc occupying and using onlinc 
spaces and the virtual cnvironn1ent to execute cri1ninal activity. OHS is looking to increase 
public awareness on these threats, as well as the associated tactics, techniques, and procedures 
associated with violent extremist threats. F11rther awareness training for state, local, territorial, 
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and tribal (SLTT) law enforce1nent and con1munity stakeholders is needed to address these 
issues. 

Scope 
The follo\ving approach represents an integrated strategic awareness training progran1 on violent 
extremists. Throughout this progra1n, DHS will enhance SLTT law enforcement's ability to 
leverage actionable information such as, but not lin1ited to: training on behaviors and indicators 
of terrorist threats, SAR processes and the NSI, 1 IVE briefings/case studies (to include cybcr), 
comn1unity policing, and public cngagen1ent tactics to increase stakeholder a\\.'areness of efforts 
to identify and counter violent extremism and terrorist/cyber threats. 

Obj ecti ves/Deli vera b Tes 
This effort includes the provision of a\varencss training and briefings on efforts to CVE, SAR, 
com1nunity policing, public engagement, cyber security/online violent extre1nist threats, cultural 
detnystification, and HVE case studies. 

The 111ain objectives of these efforts include but arc not li1nited to: 
• Increase the awareness and understanding of cyber/online and violent extren1ist threats 
• Ensure that stakeholders have the appropriate understanding and kno\\.'ledge of behaviors 

and indicators of terrorist threats , as well as associated processes to report suspicious 
activities 

• Increase the usage of public engagement and con1munity policing methods and efforts 
• Ensure that actionable information and training is consistent with DHS and White House 

policy, accurate, and acco11ntable; and that it will inform future efforts 
• Support the sharing of information between fusion centers and SL TT law enforcen1cnt 
• Ensure that privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties are protected thro11gho11t these efforts 
• Educate stakeholders that they have a role in building secure and resilient co1nn1unitics 

Specifics 
Dcliv·ery mcthod(s) of the objectives may take the form through a con1bination ofinfom1ational 
and interactive workshops and/or briefings. Regardless of niethod of application, information 
concerning the objectives will have to be tailored and applied on a regional basis. At a 
minin1un1, funding \vill be leveraged to support three (3) 24 hour CVE awareness training pilots 
in locations to be determined, and conducted in FY 12. Each pilot should include approxin1atcly 
45-50 local enforcen1ent participants in locations selected by OHS. Additional regional efforts 
would be si1nilar to the 1Vational CVE Worksho11 and potentially have training/briefing 
cotnponents-they vvould also need to be tailored to fit local needs and demands. Three (3) 
regional workshops would hav·e to be co1nplctcd in FY 12. 
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