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DHS APPROACH TO COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM

To counter violent extremism (CVE), the Department is working with a
broad range of partners to gain a better understanding of the behaviors,
tactics, and other indicators that could point to potential terrorist activity
within the United States or against U.S. interests abroad, and the best ways
to mitigate or prevent that activity.

Our approach to countering violent extremism emphasizes the strength of
local communities. We begin with the premise that well-informed and well-
equipped families, communities, and local institutions represent the best
defense against terrorist ideologies.

While our primary purpose is to prevent a terrorist and violent extremist
attack by an individual or group recruited by a violent extremist
organization, or inspired by a violent extremist ideology, we also support
strong and resilient communities as important ends themselves.
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DHS RECENT EFFORTS

Community Resilience Exercises (CREX): The CREX was developed by DHS
and NCTC to increase trust between communities and law enforcement
officials. The CREX is a half-day table-top exercise designed to improve
communication between law enforcement and communities and to share
ideas on how best to build community resilience against violent extremism.

Community Awareness Briefing (CAB) by DHS and NCTC, designed to share
unclassified information with communities regarding the threat of violent
extremism. The CAB has been conducted in 15 U.S. cities over the past few
years. ltis designed to help communities and law enforcement develop the
necessary understanding of al-Qa’ida recruitment tactics and explore ways
to collectively and holistically address these threats before they become a
challenge at the local level.
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DHS RESPONSE TO THE THREAT FROM TERRORIST FOREIGN FIGHTERS

* QOver the last year, DHS, along with the rest of the Interagency and U.S.
allies, has mounted a sustained, vigorous campaign to address threats
posed by foreign fighter travel to and from Syria.

 DHS engagement has included consultations, initiatives, and assistance
to our allies to raise overall security standards and practices in light of
this threat.

e Qver the past year, the USG has conducted additional enhanced
engagement with key leaders and officials of Syrian-American
organizations around the country — CABS & CREXs.
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» Secretary Jeh Johnson has travelled to
many cities to engage directly with
community leaders on the subject of
foreign fighters and what communities
can do to respond to this phenomenon.

O % H om i i ’ .'I 1C ! UNCLASSIFIED
i

Y



RECENT DHS CVE ACTIONS TO INCREASE COMMUNITY VIGILANCE TO LONE-OFFENDER THREATS

e Given the recent attacks in Canada and Europe, DHS
determined that it needs to have a whole-of-Department
proactive plan and rapid operational CVE response to increase
vigilance among community members who may be in a better
position to notice the threat of ISIL-inspired lone-offender
attacks.

* The Departmentis in the
process of developing a new
sustainable DHS CVE strategy.
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DHS CVE Strategy

Some Objectives of the New Strategy:

 We plan to help cities and regions build and utilize local CVE frameworks for
all forms of violent extremism threatening the homeland, and to encourage
communities to develop their own intervention efforts to counter violent
extremism.

* Within the limitations of appropriate government action, we will address
the evolving nature of online recruitment and radicalization to violence -
particularly violent extremist use of social media - by encouraging credible
voices to challenge and counter violent extremism.

e Ultimately, our strategy aims to Increase awareness among community
members who may be in a better position to counter violent extremism.

 With increased training, analysis and information sharing between the
Department and state and local law enforcement, fusion centers, and first
responders, we will increase the law enforcement understanding of violent
extremism and how we can best mitigate threats.
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