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The Westbury home where al Qaeda propagandist
Samir Knan once lived. (Photo credit: Long Island
Press) Foreground: Samir Khan

Samir Khan, the al Qaeda propagandist killed in U.S. airstrikes alongside militant cleric Amwar al-Awlaki in Yemen last week, spent some of his teenage years iving in
Westoury, Long Island, just down the road from two prime targets: Roosevelt Field Mal and the Long Island Rail Road, officials and neighbors say.

Khan, 25, was the editor of Inspire, an English-anguage al Qaeda magazine that publishes interviews with leading terrorists as well as how-to articles on topics such
as bomb buikding and firing assault rfles. Khan and ak-Awlaki were seen as key players in sowing anti-Wester sentiment that helped in recruiting new fighters. They
became the first American ctizens targeted and kiled in a drone strke Sept, 30.

"He's a person who was basicall raised on Long Island, became radicalized and became a terrorist while he was on Long Island," Rep. Peter King (R-Seaford), the
chair of the House Homeland Security Committes, tells the Press. “It really makes you wonder.

Alaw enforcement source confirmed that the Khan family moved from Queens to Nassau County, where they ived several years before moving o North Carolina
eight years ago. It was unclear when he moved to the tidy L-shaped Plymouth Drive in Westbury, but the New York Times reported Khan began became radicalized
after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks—despite his famiy's interventions.

"I am proud to be a traitor to America," i the title of one article reportedly penned by Khan after he moved to Yemen in 2008 to head up Inspire magazine. Eas!
Meadow Patch reported Khan graduated in 2003 from W.T. Clarke High School, where he wrote for the student newspaper. Neighbors who remembered the family
were stunned at the news, but the new owners of the Khan residence saw it coming.

*| wasn't shocked when we heard about this," says the new owner of the ranchvstyle home, Rocco Abbatiello. The 44-year-old independent contractor tells the
Press he got the first of several vists from federal investigators asking about the house where Khan had lived with his parents and older sister six months after his
famiy moved in to the home in the fal of 2003.
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“Even when we purchased the house we never actually met them,” he says. “We gutted the whole house, it's
not like we found anything.”

Neighbors did not take the news as lightly.

‘It takes away the whole sense of suburbia,” says one neighbor who asked not to be named. “They tell you if
you see something, say something Are we supposed to be suspicious of every new neighbor?”

The neighbor found it odd that the family suddenly moved to North Carolina on a week's notice, but had never

suspected anything out of the ordinary. The family reportedly wore traditional garb and mostly kept to
themselves.

The Khan family released a statement Wednesday defending Samir and condemning his death, according to
The Charlotte Observer,

“We feel appalled by the indifference shown to us by our government,” it reads. “No U.S. official has contacted
us with any news about the recovery of our son's remains, nor offered us any condolences.”

The statement charges Samir was deprived of his Fifth Amendment rights to due process.

“Was this style of execution the only solution?" it asks. “Why couldnt there have been a capture and trial? Where is the justice?”

King has said the killng of al-Awlaki was justifiable despie hs U.S. citizenship because he was at war. He tells the Press that al-Awlaki and Khan were more
dangerous in recent years than the late al Qaeda chief, Osama bin Laden, “because they knew how to talk to Americans.”

*| read his magazie every month," King says. ‘It's scary stuf. | know the impact it has."

Khan is not the first al Qaeda member from Long Istand. Bryant Neal Vinas, Patchogue native and Muslim convert, pleaded gulty to conspiring to kil U.S. nationals in
2009, That was a year after he was captured in Pakistan, where he admited giving al Qaeda information about the LIRR for a bomb plot.

In a refated case, 45-year-old Mohammad Younis of Centereach pleaded guity in August to operating an unlicensed maney transmitting business after admitting in
federal court that he unwittingly provided $7,000 to Faisal Shahzad, the would-be Times Square Bomber. Younis will be sentenced Nov. 30,

"No one was as effective as ak-Awlaki and Samir Khan," King says. “They knew American culture, They knew American hopes and fears.”

More arficles filed under Long Island News, News
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Samir Khan

News about Samir Khan, including commentary and archival articles
published in The New York Times.

Updated: Sept 30, 2011

Samir Khan, a voung Web-savvy American of Pakistani origin thought to
be behind the Al Qaeda magazine Inspire, was killed in the same
September 2011 strike that killed the radical cleric Anwar al-Awlaki,

Mr. Awlaki, whom the United States had been hunting in Yemen for more
than two years, had been identified as the target in advance and was killed
with a Hellfire missile fired from a drone operated by the Central

Intelligence Agency. Mr. Khan was traveling with Mr. Awlaki, but it was
not clear whether he was also a deliberate target of the strike.

Mr. Khan, who was born in 1986, was an enthusiast of jihad who lived
with his parents in North Carolina as recently as 2007, before leaving the
United States for Yemen in 2009, where he is thought to have started
Inspire magazine.

Mr. Khan was born in Saudi Arabia and grew up in Queens. He was an
unlikely foot soldier in what Al Qaeda calls the “Islamic jihadi media." He
had grown up in middle-class America and wrestled with his worried
parents about his religious fervor.

Before leaving the United States, Mr. Khan had served as a Western
conduit for the multimedia productions of violent Islamic groups, a role he
appeared to have continued to pursue from Yemen. At the time, he was
not thought to have had terrorist ties.

In recent years, Mr. Khan had become a strong part of the information
arm of Al Qaeda's Yemen affiliate, Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. He
proclaimed, in an early edition of the Qaeda magazine, that “ am proud to
be a traitor,” according to an ABC News report from 2010.

Inspire magazine attracted attention in September 2011 for its issue
commemorating and celebrating the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. In the issue,
the group criticized President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran for
rept;alt::ng conspiracy theories that diminished Al Qaeda's role in the
attacks.
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Al Qaeda Group Confirms Deaths of Two
American Citizens

By CHARLIE SAVAGE

Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula confirmed the deaths of the American
citizens Anwar Al-Awlaki and Samir Khan, but said their killings went
against the principles the United States says it was founded upon.
October 11, 2011

MORE ON SAMIR KHAN AND: AL QAEDA N THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, AWLAK]
ANWAR AL-, KHAN, SAMIR

Secret U.S. Memo Made Legal Case to
Kill a Citizen

By CHARLIE SAVAGE

A memo offers a glimpse at the legal debate that led to
the Obama administration’s decision to kill Anwar
al-Awlaki, an American citizen, in Yemen.

October 9, 2011

MORE ON SAMIR KHAN AND: UNITED STATES DEFENSE AND MLITARY
FORCES, CLASSIFED NFORMATION AND STATE SECRETS, TERRORISM,
YEMEN, AL QAEDA IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, OFFICE OF LEGAL
COUNSEL, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, CBAMA, BARACK, AWLAKI,
ANWAR AL-
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2nd American in Strike Waged Qaeda Media War

By ROBBIE BROWN anc KIM SEVERSON
Published: September 30, 2011

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — From his parents’ basement in a part of town
where homes have lots of bedrooms and most children go to college,
Samir Khan blogged his way into the highest circles of Al Qaeda,
waging a media war he believed was as important as the battles
with guns on the ground.

Enlarge This Image  His parents — by all accounts a

low-key, respected couple who had
moved south from Queens in 2004 —
! were worried about the increasingly
: radical nature of their son’s
‘( \\ ‘ philosophy and the increasing media
" L '

reports that exposed it.

Fox Nevas, via Associated Press

Samir Khan, 25, pictured in 2008, was
kiled on Friday in Yermen. In 2008, he
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They turned more than once to members of their religious

began a magazine for jhadists caled  communities to impress upon their college-aged son the

—_ perils of such thinking and behavior.
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and Is Affiliates Operate

It did not work. In 2009, he left his comfortable life in
Charlotte for Yemen, started a slick magazine for jihadists
called Inspire that featured political and how-to articles
written in a comfortable American vernacular, and
continued to digitally dodge government and civilian
efforts to stop his self-described “media jihad.”

His life ended in Yemen on Friday, when Mr. Khan, 25,
was killed in a drone strike that also took the life of the
radical cleric Anwar al-Awlaki and two other men,
according to both American and Yemeni officials.

At a mosque run by the Islamic Society of Greater
Charlotte, few of the several hundred Muslims gathered
for Friday Prayer wanted to talk about Mr. Khan.

“This is a very dangerous road when you go and kill
someone like this,” said Ayeb Suleiman, 25, a medical
resident. “He was just an editor. He was just writing.”

Others felt grief for a family who had lost a son, no matter
the nature of the son’s activities.

Mr. Khan's father, Zafar Khan, is an information r
technology executive and a respected, regular worship«
who bought his family a two-story brick house near a ¢
course. He often talked cricket with Yasin Raja, a fellos
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Pakistani-American.

“If Samir got caught up with something, that was on his
own,” Mr. Raja said.

Steve Glocke, who lives across the street from the family,
watched Mr. Khan grow from a cordial teenager who
played basketball with his brother in the street into a
quiet, but radical, young man. When Mr. Khan moved to
Yemen, he said, “I would ask if he was O.K., and they
would say they didn’t know.”

His parents were worried even before the family moved
from Queens. Mustapha Elturk, the imam and president
of the Islamic Organization of North America, met the
family in the mid-1990s during an educational program
at a mosque in Flushing, Queens. Mr. Khan was
interested in Islam as a way to “stay away from the peer
pressure of his teenage days,” he said.

DHS-001-425-000271
Page 137 of 208

1%



But after the Sept. 11 attacks, Mr. Khan's attraction to militant sites on the Internet and
his radical views grew to the point where his father intervened.

“He tried his best to make his son meet all sorts of imams and scholars to dissuade him
from those views,” said Mr. Elturk, who spoke with Mr. Khan's father on Friday to offer
condolences. “He would give you the impression that he would change.”

Early intervention by members of the local community is key to preventing the
radicalization of Islamic youth, said Sue Myrick, the member of Congress who
represents the part of Charlotte where Mr. Khan lived.

Mr. Khan's last issue of Inspire came out this week. It was 20 pages, smaller than the
rest, and dedicated largely to the Sept. 11 attacks. It has lost some of the cheekiness of
early editions, which outlined what to expect on a jihad and had headlines like “Make a
Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom."

In this edition, he made clear the role he believed he played in the war. “While America
was focused on battling mujahedeen in the mountains of Afghanistan and the streets of
Iraq,” he wrote, “the jihadi media and its supporters were in fifth gear.”

Robbie Brown reported from Charlotte, and Kim Severson from Atlanta. Matt
Flegenheimer contributed reporting from New York.

A version of this article appeared in print on October 1, 2011, on page
AB of the New York edition with the headline: Drone Victim Went From
American Middle Class to Waging a Media War for Al Qaeda.
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