
Scene Setter: The presentation’s goal is to inform the audience how violent extremists 
get their message out (including by the internet), and how government and 
communities can work together to prevent youth from being tricked by this 
recruitment. We present the information to help communities understand the 
phenomenon of radicalization to violence and mobilization, but we can only hope to 
get to a discussion on solutions through audience participation. We encourage the 
audience to stop the briefer at any point to ask questions, raise points, or do whatever 
to help the group arrive at the best way to work on this problem before another person 
is lost to violent extremism.
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Scene Setter: In this slide, we talk about how we are here to raise awareness of how 
violent extremist groups ensnare vulnerable individuals to commit violent or illegal 
acts, thereby negatively impacting the lives of these individuals, their families and 
communities. The 2011 Domestic Countering Violent Extremism Strategy emphasizes 
that communities are invaluable partners in prevention, and government’s role is to 
empower and catalyze communities to take action We have seen there is often a time 
period, before law enforcement gets involved, in which parents, friends, 
community/religious leaders, and teachers see signs of someone being radicalized to 
violence, creating a window of opportunity for them to act to protect their 
communities.
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Scene Setter: In this slide, we provide background on violent extremism, which comes 
in all forms, whether it is neo-Nazis, sovereign citizens, etc. We explain that the 
absolutist mindset appeals to adolescents searching for meaning and identity.    It is 
very important to demonstrate to the audience that the government understands there 
is a range of threat and ensure them that our government’s concern is not solely on al-
Qaeda or ISIL-inspired terrorism. In terms of relating to the audience, it is important to 
continue to portray, within reason, some of the youth involved as victims of recruiting.
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UNCLASSIFIED DISCUSSION DRAFT
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Scene Setter: This slide outlines the six elements of any violent extremist narrative, 
and highlights how they apply to Al-Qa’ida’s narrative. Also highlighted are ways to 
weaken the narrative by deconstructing one or more of its elements.
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Pictures:

1. [Reuters] Devastation of barrel-bombing Aleppo. 

2. [UN] Zaatari, now Jordan’s 4th largest city with approximately 145,000 people, according to the 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees

3. [Reuters] Refugees from the Yarmouk Camp, in Syria, waiting in a line to receive essentials. 

(http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home/opendocPDFViewer.html)

Sources: 

http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/page/world/timeline-unrest-in-syria/207/

http://www.cnn.com/2014/01/20/world/syria-torture-photos-

amanpour/index.html?sr=tw012014syria2p
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