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.• Shooter generally has ·no escape plan 
• Rampage ends with shooter killing himself or being killed by law enforcement 

(U) There's a common myth that mass killers simply "snap," resulting in <Jn 
7,. impaired psychologically induced .attack. Researchers opine that mass 

killers plan their actions meticulously for months in advance, thus refuting 

the rnyth. Mess killers are not impulsive but obsessive, highly organized, 

and rarely exhibit ii<sane or schizophrenic tendencies Most mass killers 

tv.picallv possess perso.naMty disorders, including grandiosity, res(1ntment, 

self-righteousness, and a heightenf:•d sense of entcitlernent. Survivors of 
mass killing events tiave ofteri d·escribed the shooters as not enraged, but 

cold, calrnlating and systematic: in their actions and movements. 

\U) A 2009 study on massacre killers, entitled '"Serio/ Murderers and Their Victims" described a mass killing event 
;is a forrn of theatre, in which the offendt�r commits a single and final act in which violence becomes a medinm tn 

rnake a statement about life. The shooter creates a narrative about how the world has forced him to act, and the 

final step is crafting the story for other;;; to tell through warnings, taunting victims, or written manifestos. The 

�;hooter believes the violent act will ultimately produce the desired effect in the public consciousness and denies 

the course of justice, giving the shooter ultimate and final control, 

(U) PsyGhoiogists concluded.that several steps can undermine the shooters intended or desired outcome and 

could dbcourage future mass killings. These steps would deprive a killer of an audience and effectively deter a 

futtirernasskHletwho· is considering initiatirig a sirriilar violent act: 

• Never publish a shooter's propaganda. 
• HidE� their names and faces. 
'" Don't report on biography or spe-culate

· 
on motive . 

. ,. Minimize specifics or gor'y details. 
• Show no photos or videos of the event. 
• Talk about the victims but minimize images of grieving families. 
• Decrease the saturation to mBke them less ordinary. 
• Change the nanative by h1ghl1ght1ng mass shooters who 

reconsidered a violent act. 

Source: Wolf Street .iournof Internet website; November /OJ '3; Vi/hot Moss K1flers lNont ···And lfm11 m Step Them; 
accessed v;a the internet on ffovcry1ber 18. :>.01.3 .. 

AFRICOM Teams with Somali Partners on CVE Efforts 
(U) The United States African Command (AFRICOM) is working with !ts Atnc1n C(Hmterparto 
to counter the effects of violent extrernisrn \Vithin the region. /1JRi·COM has lf:iHi1ed 'N1th the 

Departrnent of State. the Somali government. ancJ the Somali Nationai /vrny to provide 
rnentors ;rnd te''Hns to share intt"lligence. increase effectiveness and build the arrnv·�. 
ctipac1ty, re::rulting m 1ncr"eased resilience ag,Jinst violent extrNrnsni, This wa.s ev1ciern in the 
w<jke of tile W0stgate Mall attack in Nairot;i, KH1y,';, v.1hich according to 1:VFH!COM off!ci0i!s, 
was rrnrtiv due to the effec:t111e st'rntegy und[�rtah•n by the Sormdi govc:rnment and /\FHiCO!Vi 

·to stop ttH� negative impact of terrt>rist organizations within tht! region. African ofiiciah believe the rnd!i w"''' a 

�oft i.arget for M·Shab;1,:1b, as rnany other potential targets havi:� been solidified as ;1 re<,ult of dw 1oi·n1 
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