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(U//FOUO)  I&A assesses  
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(U//FOUO)  I&A assesses  
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» (U)  Of the six young Somali-American males 

arrested in April 2015 for their alleged attempts to 

join violent extremists in Syria, two were brothers 

and another in the group had a brother who is 
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(U//FOUO)  Fear for  

 

 

 

 to authorities in an effort 

to reverse the trajectory of radicalization and 

avoid severe criminal punishment for their 

activities.   

 

 

n; however, 

moderate punishments already have stirred some 

controversy. 

» (U)  In a relatively unprecedented decision, a federal 

judge in February 2015 sentenced an 18-year-old 

Somali-American who was convicted of seeking to 

join terrorists in Syria—a charge with potential 

penalties of more than a decade of imprisonment—

to a halfway house and entry into a mandatory 

community reintegration program.92  Approximately 

three months later, a judge announced that he would 

consider moving five young Somali-Americans 

accused of attempting travel to Syria from prison to 

a halfway house while they awaited trial.93  Lenient 

treatment of potential foreign fighters, however, has 

drawn criticism, including from Somali-Americans, 

and the 18-year-old violated the terms of his release 

to the half-way house, sending him back to prison, 

 

» (U)   intelligence officials work with other 

government and private entities to tailor 

administrative actions outside the penal  

system—including referrals to social service 

agencies, curfews, and travel document 

confiscations—to  discourage aspiring 

foreign fighters before their activities escalate to 

serious crimes,  

.96 

» (U)   authorities emphasize non-criminal 

measures, such as confiscating or not issuing 

passports to minors , to 

help steer  away from breaking serious 

counterterrorism laws,  

.97  

According to the same source,  cities deploy 

Muslim community leaders and social service 

administrators to help  stop violent 

extremist-related activities before they become 

serious crimes.98 

» (U)   officials as of March 2015 sought to 

engage  who may be targeted 

by violent extremists in the “pre-criminal space” to 

help these youths before they cross the line into 

significant terrorism-related activities.99 

(U)  Independent, non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) can provide non-punitive support to Somali 

immigrant  to help  pivot away from 

foreign conflict zones.  NGOs in Europe—including in 

Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, and Sweden—have 

established successful support groups for   

 drawn to violent extremist activities 

abroad, according  
100 

» (U//FOUO)  The   inspired by a 

 call-center, funded a support hotline in April 

2014, which includes Somali language counseling 

services, to provide  an alternative to informing 

the  , which most  are 

reluctant to do, .101 

There are hotlines in  to field calls from 

 seeking advice, counseling, referrals, and other 

services to address potentially radicalizing  

 

.102,103 

» (U//FOUO)  A -based private support 

network offers counseling services, educational 

materials, and intervention assistance to  

interested in dissuading young adults from joining 

FTOs, n.104   The 

organization works with law enforcement 

counterparts to avoid potentially provocative 

actions, such as raids and arrests, unless they 

become absolutely necessary.105   

» (U//FOUO)   of foreign fighters in  and 

 organized private  support groups 

to help members increase their awareness of how 

violent extremist recruiters target adolescents and 

 

 

 

.106   also has taken steps to create 

centralized referral processes to help  report 

 who have been radicalized to violence and 

arrange access to social workers, psychologists, and 

other assistance.107   

» (U)  A -based group of  that met 

weekly to discuss worrisome changes by their 

 helped inspire programs in the United 

States that help Somali-American families deal with 
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