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!RELEASE IN FULL! 

Today's generat ion of yoUI:'& people (10·2'1 year old]. at l.S b1llion. is the largest the world has ever 

known. The growth in youth population is particularly prom1nent 1n developing coun tnes in sub-Sahar~n 

Africa. South As1a, and in the Arab Stares While a preuorninantly '(Oung population offers a count!'( an 

unprecedented C·pportunity for innovation, development Jnd econom1c. growth , toda'/·s young people 

live w ith a growing threat and reali ty of _v1olence and armed conflict 

More than t.S b1llion people l1ve in fragile and conflic t·affectep states, or 1n countries where levels of 

criminal violence are very h1gh. 0'1er 51 million people are forcibly displaced as a result of persecut ion, 

conflict, gencrahred VIo lence, or human righ ts violations' While the numbers.o f interstate and civil wars 

have declined in the last quarter or ~ century, wars arc still waged and many rnore countr~es are st1ll 

grappling with multiple and often interlinked an·d cvchcal fo,ms of violence - terronsm, political 

violence, crimina l gangs, organized cnme, etc This violence extracts enormous and long-lasting human. 

soc1al and econom1c costs (World Deveiopment Repor7 2011). 

I 
The discourse on such conflicts over :he past decade, includ1ng on recent violen: P.xtremism in d1Herent 

p2rts of the world, has unfortunate!•( rellecred the ro le of •1oung people - part•cularly •(oung men, but 

also 1ncreas,ngly young women who make up l O·JO% of armed forces and armed groups worldwide- as 

members of terrorist and e~trem1st group~. leading to a popular d~p1ction or young people as a threat to 

global secur~ty and stability. Yet, re search sh0\'15 that the V<)St majority of young peo;:lle have nothing at 

all to do w ith violence, and only a m1nori ty of young people tern to violence in an'( context. And 

throughout h1story, young men have alwa'/S been the "rar.k and fi le" of both regular and irregular 

arm1es- th1s is nothing new. 

Nonetheless, global pa ttern5 and gro.,.11ng 1ncidence or violence. extrem1sm and 1nstability challenge the 

work" commt,~nily to leo'< for more innovative solution~ ilnd approaches that w1ll bette r contribute to 

the res1lience of communities and the ;,,elusiveness oi soc•eties, and w ill respond to the demographic ' 

and democratic imperatives to offer meanmgful avenues for young people to shape the future of the" 

countries Focusing attention and 1nves\ments onl'l on the small proportion of young men and women 

who commiL VIOl ence risks neglect of the ma1ority who don' t. and certa1nly ia•ls to engage strategical!'( 

those who migh1. 

1UMHCR, Glooal Trend~ ~0 \3 
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A growing body of fie ld evidence and academic research1 show~ that. 1n reality, the vast ma1ority of 

young people ca, play act1ve and valuable roles as agent~ of positive and constructive change. In fact 

many alread·t do. but such contribution IS often unseen or simply overlooked. Young men's and young 
women's part1c1pation in peacebU1Id1ng 15 a largelv untapped resource. Their actuai contribution and 

further potential should be va lued, re ~ogniscd, and supported by ~II actors, 1ncluding the internat ional 

commun1ty, as a key to durable and inclus•ve peace. stability and econom1c prosperity . Youth-led and 

youth·engaclng i,1tervent1ons aimed i\C countenng e>'tremists' narr<>tives. promot1ng tolerance and non · 

violent conflict resolution and building peace can help draw on the innate ce~ille nce of communities and 

underpm the strengthening of democrat ic, 1nclus1ve ~;overnance. 

~ecent efforts by civil society organ1lat1ons (•ncluding youth·h~d o rgan1lat1ons). International non· 

governmental organizations (NGOs) and the United Nations have helped ra1se awareness of these 

issues. and of the need fo r tncreased coord.nation cJnd collaboration of actors actively engaged 1n 

supportmg ~·ou th partic1pat1on "' peacebu1lding. An mter-agency group on youth and peacebuilding, 

1ncludi.1g over 60 UN ent•ties. international NGOs. CIVIl soc•ety orgamzatlons end donors. has been 

lead•ng the eHorts to deepen collect1ve -attention to the positive role young people ·c~n play for 

internat•onal peace and secunty Guidrnq Pr111ciples o.n Vounq P~oole's Parctcroaeron in Peocebutfdinq 

were fo rmulated to support the necessary substant1•1e 1hitt1n approach. Overall, however, these effons 

are incip ient and not yet reflected in public policies Internationa l and national dialogue about youth 

development ma·1 be on the rise . includ.ng in the conti!~t of the po~t-2 015 development agenda, as is 

th~ global d:alogue on peacebuilding, coun tering violent extr~mism. and pre•,ent1.1g conflict. But these 

rwo streams of policy con~1deration - vouth de·,elo;>ment on one side. peacabuilding/ co untering 

• extremism/ preventing conflict on the other - are more oft~r1 co,.ducted 1n pa rallel , d•sconnected from 

each oth er and occumng w1th little mutu~l reference Nevertheless, oartnenng v1ith younr. people w•ll 

be the key to bu1lding sustainable and inclusi•1e oeace . 

VISION 

The Global fo ru:n , to be hosted by the Hashemite Kingdom o f Jnrdan under the Patronage of H1s Royal 

Highness Crown Prince AI Husse1n bin Abdullah II. IS en•11saged as a turning point towards a new 

international agenda on youth, peace and secupty Stenming irom the themaiiC debate orga niZed by 

the Hashemite Kingdom oi Jordan during ItS pre>idency or the Secunty Ccuncil1n April 2015, the Forum 

will build on contonuing efforts by a multiplicity of actors to deos1vely step-up global attention to young 

people's contribution to peace and chart a common agen::la . For the first gathering of this k1nd, young 

people. youth-led organi:at•ons, non-gove rnmental orga ni1ations. governmen ts and UN entities will 

come together to agree on a common viston and roadmap to partner with young people to prevent 

conflict. counter violent extremism and bu ild lasti ng peace. 

\ 
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

1) At the poloc•t level. t he ''Amman Declaration on Youth, Peace and Security", wh ich will present 

young people's vision and roadmap towa~ds a st rength ened policy framework in suppor1 of young 

people's roles 1n preventing and transformong confl •ct, countrring violent extremism and bu ilding 

peace This Amman Declara.tlon will be enti rely developed by young people. build•ng on the 

Guidmo Pr:nciples for Young Peoole 's Participolion in Peocebulld inq. The " Amman Declara tion on 

Youth, Peace and Security" will be used in the months followong the Forum to engage high-level 

decision· milkers toward s the ac!optoon of a new inl ernatoona l framework. 

2). An enhanced coalition of existing youth networks, youth-led organi zations and young leaders 

to Iaboy Member States and decision-opakers. on th~ basis of the "Amman Declaration on Youth, 

Peace and Security", to elevate doscussions to the 5ecuroty Cour~ci l and other hogh-level fora. The 

Forum should also lead to rhc identif icati o~ o f concrete avenu~s to support young people wor~ong 

on conflict prevent1on and lransform~tior. . on countenng violent extremism ~nd on peacebuilding 

to help them exp~nd current ontervention s. protects .Jnd programmes - on order to deCISIVely 

enhance t~.c suppor.: provodcd locally, na:oonall'l and internatoonall'l to young people and their 

networks. The forum woll also help consolodare •touth organ o1a toons' par tnership with e~isting 

cocrdinat o>Jn platiorms such as the 'vl/orking Group on Youth & P~acebuddong and the Global 

Partnershop ior Children and Youth in Peacehuild.ng, .1s w ay to deepen rhe rel,wonships betweer. 

•tcuth ovol society organiLations and other stakeholcl~? rs 

3) An expanded evidence-base demonstrat ing th o? po~it ive contribu toon of young people to confloct 

prevention and transformation and peacebuddong, by offering a plat fo rm to share polic'l models, 

program:r.atic c:<per iences and stories of communitY Jnd individual resilience and resistance to 

violence and incitement to ha;red This will ultor1acelv contribute to improved programming 

quality of ontervenuons, be tter mlomfed youth froe ncJ iy policies as well a; grc~ter accountability 

f rom donors and onternatoonal organizations towards young ;:>eople. 

4} The launch of a global multimedia and communication campaign (#youth4peace) aomed at 

hoghlighting the 1mportant efforts o f young people who are shaping their communities 

construct ively despite the violence ai"'d rosks rhev face: creating a space for youth to share 

opinoons on the role of youth in counterong v•olent extremism and prornotin& peace; and curating 

an onhne global con•1e rsatoon on the role of yout;... in peacebuilding confl •ct t ransformation ar.d 

counteri ng voolent extremism. 

FORMAT 

The Forum will ga:he; a mix of high-level particopants ~.,d rechnoca l·level p~n:1copants who will engage 

through an array of panels. round tables and brt!a~o•; t sessions The driving prinCiple for the full 

dur;;cion oi thi~ Forum woll be to create the space for meJr.ingf~.: l intergeneration al dialogue: it w1ll 

create the conditoons for common underst~ ndll1g and respect between gener~nons and oncrease 

doalogue and coopera t ion betweP.n you~s pe>ople ~rHi .:~rJu l's to war~ toeether tu orevenl and resolve 
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VIOienc·e. extremism and confhct locall,•, regionally ;wcl internationally B)!tween 150 and 200 

partiCipants in rhe Global Forum w1ll be young peopll? (age t5·35) Young people will be represented as 

speakers, moderators. rapporteurs. etc. throughout all plenary discussions, panels and working groups. 

KEY TOPICS · 

The Forum will cover a wide range of tOpiCs related to countenng v1o l~nt ex tremism, conf11ct p revention, 

violence redvct1on and peacebu1lding, 1n order to reflect on young people' s contnbution to these fi elds . 

The three key overarch1ng themes to be addressed, each w1th J select set of sub-wpics . ,.,elude . 

1. You ng People's Pa rticipati on: An Unta poe d Resource for Peace and Security 

o Young people's resilie nce : stor ies from confhct·aHcct ed zones 

Young people from oil regtons of the world will 5hore their personal scones of reststonce to 
hatred, v1olencc ond conflict and the war.~ rhcy ha•ie underto~en to support tolerance. 

mclusive.1ess. oeoce 1n their communities and peaceful coexiscence with other communities. 

o Youth leadership, engagement and organ1zing 

In violertee- and conflict-affected sicuotions. youth activtsm 1 and youth organizations and 

~ssoctotions ploy o vital role in bu•ldtng social cohesion. However. formol institurions and 

orgcnizatiOIIS tend to only be accessible to more privileged, educated. and urban yourh. 

Supporti'lg grassroots youth groups rhor are 1101 formally srruccured can be challenging, and yet 

policy-mol<ers and civ•l society need to partner with hord-ro-reoch, margir.aliud youth. How can 
the right partnerships be builr? And haw con gros1r0ots groups be suppor!ed when t hey ore net 

set up cc respond to donors ' or tnternottonol nr.torl· wor.~ing method~' 

o Young women shaping peace 

The norro:ives on the role of young peoole '" ~eocebuild1ng, and the programmes developed m 

res;:;ons~ tend co be very schematically gendered, and to de joe to focus on young men. Yet young 

wor.:en iJre also in the Jront/lne~ demanding par:ICtpotion and democracy. expanding the rule of 

lo•.v. holding governments accountol; le, and oclively shopmg the course of conflict o.1d peace. 

Peocebuilding policy and practice need to engage young women much more syscematlcolly and 
scrategicolly. 

2. Speech and Counter Speech 

How can we counter war/con01ct narrat1~es that attruct young people w!th rhe11 easy $Oiutions and 
simplif1ed world •1iew~ How do we make the nar·ati'N of p~a~e attractive ' 

o Rel igion/inter-religious/culture-rela ted sp<!cch and counter speech 

ReligiOn or.d fait/; ofren play a central role •n the ftv?s of you.1g people Throughout history. youth 

have dr:Jwn on sptntual tnSplfotion to cnMnbuc~ io their fcmtlies, commumcies and· societ1es. 

Re/lgion-bosed and inter-faith intriotives /;y y011n9 people w n contribu:e to communi ty cohe~1on 
one mu:uol understanding. 

o The role o f young people In countering violent ewtremism 

It is essenciol to r~flecr on the push o~d pull foetor$ at ploy in young women and men's 
1nvolvement 1n both violen.::e and restHonce :o Vl()/~nce. and find ways co nurture ond amplify 

1\ 
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{actors that keep more young people 1nvolved os constructive and r~sponsible cirilens. These 
factors ore context-specific and may be complex S1mplistic, generalized. ond out-of-context 

explo,,ocions fuel inadequate poi1C1es and ine{fecciw! programmes. But promising initiatives' con 
link a~·risk youth wich responsible lnflue.ncers and IP.oders in 1he11 communi1ies. 

o Media and Communication 

Young people are adept at uti lizing technology cr:d d1/[ere11t media platforms 1n ways that con 

both foment mscobihty and promote r>on-viotena. 

3. The Role of S::ate and the lnternation31 Community 

o Investing in youth capacities for peace and stability 

It is thl! respons1bil1ty oj Sto~es and of tile •nlernauonal commun1t:1 to make the rtght 

inves:mencs which w ill enable young people co conrnbute ca peace. by ensuring chat they hove 
mea.~ingful avenues co engage in social and po!•ucal life onrl con access quality education and 
vacotiancl training and econom ic opoortumnes Government donors, multilateral agenCieS and 
pnvore foundations will hig/;/ighc how rhey can "'vest •n youth as partners in peacebuilding 

rather than only as victims of confiiCI or truuL>I~rno~~rs chct need correc!ton and assistance. This 

sess1on w1/l also d•scuss how you•;g people! eM jai.1 foret~.l ond ~peak w ith one voice when 

opproac:hmg poltcv-mo.~ers and donors. 

o Governance and pa rticipation 

Young people's porricipocion in poMicol processes or.d pub./rc odmimsrrai1on is essen!tolto shape 
how gove,ment ond communiC1es can mcreosr: socio! cahes•on and prevenr conflict Young 

people hove on imporcar.c role co oloy"' holdmq inSCiiUFions occountoble to the ceople. 

An exhibitio n SFace I cultura l progr<:~m will rtJI'I through<1 '·" the Forum an d will feature art and other 

forms of ex press1on t:y young people from onfl1ct·affccted and post·confltct countnes An 1nternet I 
social med1a plalform •.11i ll also be cevelor:ed. 

Background documentation will be mJ<k a'latlable to pJn tcipam~ in advance ci the Fo:um, including 

the Guiding Prin:1ples on Young People's Partictpa{lon 1n Pi'acl!bu!ld1ng and the Prawce Note on Young 

People's P.:~rticipation tn Peacebuilding. 

ORGANIZATION 

The Global Forum will be hosred by tile Ha'ihemttr. K1ngdom ol Jo rdan under the Patronage of H1S Royal 

H1ghness Cr:l•.vn Prince AI Hus~ein bin Abdull ah II, and co1crganl!ed by the United Nations represented, 

on behalf o: the Inter-Agency Network on Youth Oevelollment (IANYOl. by the OH1ce of the Secretary· 

G~neral En'-'OV on Youth (OSGC.Y). the United Naltons PeJcebuild1r.g Support Ofiice (PBSOI. UNFPA and 

UNDP, in par.nership with Search lor Common ~round M>rl the United Network of Young Pe~cebu1lders . 

The co·organtz1ng UN en t1ties ar.d Civil scctctv partners will represent the IANYO Working Grouo on 

Youth partic1pa tto n tn Peacebuilding, wh1ch ts co·chatred bv PI:!SO and Sea rch lor Common Ground . Thi~ 

Worktng Gr:lup will be the p1 imary platform to ccnwlt Jnd e ngage a w1der const it u~ncy :) ( orgamzattons 
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working on youth and peacebu1lding 1n the prcparMinn ~nd follow·up to th1s Fo·um. The broad Inter­

Agency Network on Yout~ D<!velopment, bringi"g rogcthcr <12 Urated Na tions entitleS. will be 

instrumental in securing the United Nat1ons' engagement 1n and follow up to this Forum. 

PARTICIPANTS 

400 to SOO partiCipants from all regior.s of the world. ondudinG 

Sen1or reoresentJt1•1es from Member States 

Young people. primarily represcnt1ng •routh org,1ni<atinns and vouth groups 

UN entit ies 

INGOs 

Foundati.:>ns and donor agenc1es 

Academ1cs 

Med•a 

OATES: 

:n.n August 2015, Amman 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS· 

The host country w11l cover the international travel :osts and•accommodation fo1 150 ;Janicipants. The 

pannenng United Nations agenc1es w1ll cove1 the trav<!l cost~ and accommodation for SO experts and 

resource persons from the UN system and other pa:-tn~r organizations. lOC paniCJpants are expected to 

JOin locally (no travel/uccommoddtJor. costs) . Up to another 200 partioo<!nts could attend 1! fully self· 

fundmg their oilnicipation (travel, accommodation) 

The host country will cover local transportation for all oanor.lflilnts. 

CONTRIBUTION FROM THE UN SYSTEM AND CIVIL SOCIETY: 

The co-organizmg UN entitles and civ1l society partners will provide the necessary technical anc 

subst3ntive ~upport , in line wilh their mand<:~tes, includ~ng the cesign of t h~ evem and speCifiC sess1ons, 

identify1ng speakers and participants, online promot1on and coordinJtlon w•\h the rest of the UN 

S'/stem, INGOs and civil society organizations The IANVD Workmg Grou~ on Youth ~nd _Peacebu1ld~ng 

wil l ensure follow ·up on the Forum outcome1. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Please check wwv1.VOUth<lpeac2 .1nfo for updated·i.,formation on \he Forum 
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