
Hugh Handeyside 
125 Broad Street, 
18th floor 
New York, NY 10004 

Dear Mr. Handeyside: 

United States Department of State 

Wushington, D.C. 20520 

March 31, 20 17 

Case No.: F-20 15-09834 
Segment: NEA-0003ic2, NEA-
0004ic1, NEA-0005ic1 

I refer you to our letter dated February 28, 2017, regarding the release of material 
under the Freedom of Information Act (the "FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. The searches 
of Department of State records systems have resulted in the retrieval of nine 
additional documents responsive to your request. After reviewing these 
documents, we have determined all nine may be released in full. 

We will keep you informed as your case progresses. If you have any questions, 
please contact Trial Attorney Kevin Snell at (202) 305-0924. Please refer to the 
associated case number, F-2015-09834, and the civil action number, 1:15-cv-
00221, in all communications regarding this case. 

Sincerely, 

Eric F. Stein, Director 
Office of Information Programs and Services 

Enclosures: As stated 



The F r·ccdom of I nfo rmation Act (5 USC 552) 

FOl A Excmptious 

(bX I) Jn fom1ation specifically autJwrizcd by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following 
classificat ion categories: 

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations 
1.4(b) foreign government infomJation 
L4 (c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology 
J .4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, includiJ1g confidential sources 
1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic mat1ers relating to national security, 

including def-ense against transnational terrorism 
1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities 
I A (g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects, 

plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense 
against transnational terrorism 

1 A (h) Weapons of mass destruction 

(bX2) Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency 

(bX3) Specifically exempted from disclosure by statutc(otherthan 5 USC 552), for example: 

ARMSEXP 
CIA PERS/ORG 
EXPORT CONTROL 
fSACT 
INA 
IRAN 

Arms Export Control Act, SOa USC 24Il(c) 
Ccntrallntelligencc Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 4·03(g) 
Export Administration Act of 1979,50 USCApp. Sec. 24ll(c) 
foreign Service Act of 1980~ 22 USC 4.004 
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f) 
lran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505 

(b X 4) Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information 

(bXS) Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process, 
attorney-dient privilege~ or attorney work product 

(bX6) Personal privacy information 

(bX7) Law enforcement information whose disclosure would: 
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings 
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial 
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy 
(D) disclose confidential sources 
(E) disclose investigation techniques 
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual 

(bX8) Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervisiilg financial institutions 

(bX9) Geological and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, concerning wells 

Other Grounds for Withholding 

NR Material not responsive to a FOlA request excised with the agreement of the requester 
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GCTF 
Gt.OBAL COUNTERTEAAORISk FORVJ-1 

CONCEPT NOTE 
Experts Workshop on The role of families 

i~ preventing and countering violent extremism 

· 23-25 May 2016 
Abu Dhabi 

Hedayah 
[RELEASE IN FULLJ 

Background: Families have a critical ·role to play in preventing and countering violent 
extremism, as well as in supporting rehabilitation and reintegration oHamily members who 
already joined violent extremist groups. Wives, mothers, fathers, artcf siblings are often close to 
those possibly susceptible to violent radicalization, but they ma(no(be able to identify the signs 
- or may not be able to prevent or intervene constructively to..39p0su~h a process. Indeed, some 
family members of"Foreign Terrorist Fighters" (FTF) ha·ve.reported 'tha~they were initially 

~::::0~f why the": relatives demonstrated certain\\' c::;s, a~ure of how 

The Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF) has launched ani'Initiative to Address the Life 
Cycle of Radicalization to Violence" ("Li.f;'Cycle Initiativ}'9.; fo-lead by Turkey and the United 
State.s, which aims t<? create an up-to-date \.na~~'riiprehensive)r~t-itioner "toolkit" for 
addressing the full life cycle of radicalizatiob{\v~len~~hin thi}initiative, the GCTF has 
identified the familis role in countiring violent extre19is~V.~( ~.Jne of the gaps in the 
current architecture <?f good pr(c_tice'?an~ capacl·~~uilding for:aQ.cfressing radicalization to 

violence. . ~( ) L \ < 
In December 2013, Hedayah,l~nte~tiQ~C~ (S;~~ter of Excellence, and the Global Center 
on Cooperative Securirihosted a wor!Cshop on the "Roles of Families and Communities in 
Strengthening'Co~ncy'R~ien6e,a"gainst Vio~e Extremism. "1 This workshop highlighted 
h . 1 ~ff: ·1·· . " '- . '·d'- d' I' . d d ' II . t e tmportance o amt tes m supportmg• era tea tzat10n an tsengagement, as we as m 
d . I"- '- . . f:.. : \ fi~ \ . . I . p . . etectmg ear y wammg stgns o support or;.or engagement m, vto ent extremtsm. arttctpants 
noted that famili~m)y,~also play~ r~le in supporting violent extremist organizations and 

. b~l. } I! . . h encouragmg or ena mg .oung peop e to JOID t em. 

"..V/ 
Current research into' families and CVE focuses on the importance of women as wives and ...._,-
mothers preventing family members from, radicalization.2 In 2014 and 2015, the GCTF and the 
Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe developed, drafted and approved a set of 
non-binding Good Practices on Women and Countering Violent Extremism. In a number of 

'Bhulai, R.B. Chowdhury Fink, N. & Zeiger, S. (2014) "Meeting Note", Hedayah and GCCS; 
www.hedayah.ltC/pdf/the:roles-of-families-and-communtties-in-building-restltence-meeting-repon.pdf 
2 See, for example, Chowdhury Fink, N., Zeiger, S., & Bhulai, R.~ (2016) "A Man's World? Exploring the Role of 
Women in Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism", Hedayah and GCCS: h!tp://www.hednyah.ne/pdf/a-man­
s-world-l.pd f 
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countries, local organizations have worked with, and supported women to identify signs of 
radicalization and to develop techniques to respond within families and communities. Further 
engagement with women as mothers and spouses in CVE programming was also a 
recommendation of Hedayah's 2013 workshop.3 Another important gap identified by the 
workshop was a lack' of research into the roles of fathers and father figures in both recruitment 

d 
. 4 

an preventiOn. 

Description: Under the auspices of the GCTF Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Working 
Group, Hedayah seeks to address this issue by hosting a experts' workshop to: (I) Identify 
lessons learned and good practices on the role of fa~ilies in recognizing; preventing and 
intervening in violent extremist radicalization and recruitment; (2)-!atal~gue specific 
programmatic approaches to empowering and supporting familymefubers -wives, mothers, 
fathen and siblings; ~nd (3) create practitioner resources. ~~ . 

The workshop will f9?us on issues such as the roles 9f~al identity wi~h,family dynamics; 
the roles of wives, mothers, fathers and siblings in itlenfifying, preventing and,tntervening in 
radicalization; the impact of social workers, religiou?~other co1lim':lnity leader._'}9n supporting 
families in their prevention roles; and CVE~rograms by n~io/~/nd local authorities, as well as 
non-governmental actors, to support familieS':-1-~orksb~,fonnat will include panel 
presentations, case stUdies and small-grou~, prac~kexercis~~rticipants will leave with a set 
of tools and resources- programming appro~cfi~\anEI~":~)~ti~nable project ideas and 
access to a network oflike-minde<lcounterp~\ V /~ V , 

Participants: GCTF ;mem~~~ked to ~ntiW up to two (2) participants. Member ~tates 
, k d . I '-. '- .\ :,I fi \· '\ . . . h are as e to nommate at east one parttCtJ'-ant rom a government mtmstry or. agency wtt 

competency for women, youtb>firnil(af~ideall~~\~th participants would come from such 
~inistries/agencie<.Reievant mid;levc;fom"'ci'als,~fers with policy and/or programmatic 

·authorities and~espO;~liti;s'are patt~u~ly encouraged. Other participants will include 
experts on t6e r&~ of fa~ili~i~'G,E)esearchers and CVE practitioners; and religious leaders, 
social worker~community lead)rs, and c~il~~ociety representatives. 

~ 

l Bhulai, R.B. Chowdhury Fi~k, N. & Zeiger, S. (2014) "Meeting Note", Hedayah and GCCS: 
www .hedavah ae/pd f/the-roles -o f- fam i l1es-and -com mum lies-in-building-resi hence-meetmg::IJ<port. pdf. p6-7. 
4 Bhulai, R.B. Chowdhury Fink, N. & Zeiger, S. (2014) "Meeting Note", Hedayah and GCCS: 
www. heda yah .ae/pd llthe-roles-of-'1~1m 11 ies-and-comrnun1ties-i n-bu i I ding-res i I ience-rneet i ng -report .pdf, p 7 
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GCTF 
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~~ Hedayah 

Gl.0'81~L COUNTERT.£:RRORISM FORUM 

Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Working Group 

Experts' Workshop on The Role of Families in 
Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism 

23-25 May 2016 
Abu· Dhabi 

DRAFT AGENDA 

!RELEASE IN FUtij 

Monday, 23 May 2016 

0830-0900 

0900-0915 

0915-0930 

9:30-11:00 

. 1100 - I 130 

Registration 

Opening Remarks 
• CVE Working Group Co-Chair {United Arab Emirates) 

• Executive Director, Hedayah 

• Life Cycle Initiative Co-Lead (the United States), 

Introduction to workshop framework and structure 

Session 1: The role of cultural identities, cohesion and integration 
within families in influencing support for or resistance to violent 
extremism· 
This session will highlight the best practices and lessons learned from 

I 

engaging with families for CVE in the past, and specifically focus on the 
challenges of tailoring interventions to various family roles and dynamics 
in specific contexts. cultures and traditions. 
Key discussion questions: 
• Best practices and lessons learned: why should families be considered 

key players in countering violent extremism? 
• How can we find a balance between interventions to improve the 

family . context with regards to extremism and radicalization and 
respecting cultural (and religious) traditions and values? 

• How can we tailor interventions to be suitable in different 
environments, given the diversity of roles c;l family members and 
family dynamics in different situations? 

Coffee Break 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134002 Date: 03/31/2017 
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r 
I II30- 1~00 

1300-1415 

1415- 1545 

1545- 1715 

GCTF 
G:t..OSAL COUNTERTERRORISM FORIJM 

Session 2: The role of mothers and fathers 
This session will look into the influence of mothers and fathers on 
radicalization, as well as the role that parents can play in preventing and 
countering extremism ba~ed on past approaches and current efforts. 
Key discussion questions: 
• What factors (social, political, economic, cultural) seem to affect the 

influence that parents have on radicalization or de-radicalization? 
• 

• 

• 

What factors impede parents from intervening in radicalization? (eg . 
lack of awareness, Jack of knowledge on how to handle, lack of 
support, fear of ramifications)? 
In what way can current efforts better utilize mothers, given research 
showing the importance of their role in radicalization and de­
radicalization? 
What is the role of fathers in CVE? How can efforts better engage 
fathers, especially with reg~rds to best practices and lessons learned 
from CVE programming targeting mothers? 

Lunch 

Session 3: The role of siblings/youth 
The aim of this session is to identify common trends in the role that 
siblings and youth may have in radicalization, especially given the fact 
that recent terrorist a/lacks have often had links between young family 
members (siblings, cousins) and how to better involve youth in CVE 
programming. 
Key discussion questions: 
• What roles do siblings (or peer group relatives, such as cousins) play 

in radicalization, recruitment and de-radicalization? 
• What are some best practices or lessons learned from past efforts to 

integrate siblings and peer groups into CVE programming? 
• How · can CVE efforts reach out to include young (marginalized) 

community members and empower them to be agents of change 
among their peers? 

Session 4: Families ~ credible voices crafting narratives and as 
audiences targeted by narratives 
This session will consider counter-narratives and alternative narratives 
for CVE. the role that families can have as narrators, messengers and 
providing credible voices for these narratives and how to better involve 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134002 Date: 03/31/2017 
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1715 - 1730 

GCTF Hedayah 

family member~ in counter7narrative programming. Another angle to be 
looked at is how media and counter-narratives reach and. influence 
families facing challenges or signs of radicalization. 
Key discussion questions: · 
• What roles can family members play in crafting effective counter- and 

alternative narratives? 
• · What platforms exist that allow for families' voi~es to be heard? 
• What are the barriers to engaging families in the production and 

dissemination of counter- and alternative narratives? 
• How can media reach families, and promote their resilience to, or their 

role in preventing, radicalization and recruitment to violence? 

Wrap Up 

Tuesdayt 24 May 2016 

0830-0900 

0900-0915 

0915- 1045 

1045-1115 

1115-1245 

Coffee 

Day 1 Recap 

Session 5: The impact of social workers and religious leaders on 
supporting families in their prevention roles ' 
The aim of this session is to identify how community engagements through 
social workers and religious leaders can be useful for CVE. how they can 
be better coordinated and to identify the potential challenges posed by 
these types of interventions. 
Key discussion questions: · 
• How can efforts by family, community or religious leader~, social 

workers and authorities be harmonized to ensure coordination and 
collaboration? 

• What are some best practices and lessons learned from past efforts of 
social workers intervening at family level for CVE purposes? 

• What are s·ome best practices and lessons learned from past efforts of 
religious leaders supporting families in CVE (particularly with regards 
to providing alternative interpretations of religious ideas)? 

Coffee Break 

Session 6: Roundtable: Programs by nationa_l and local authorities to 
support families 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134002 Date: 03/31/2017 
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1245- 1400 

1400-1530 

1530- 1630 

GCTF 
G4..013AL COUNTE~RRORIS~ t>"ORV.M 

The round-table style session will showcase different approaches by 
governments to support families and communities_ for CVE. The aim is to 
discuss lessons learned and evolving best practices in different contexts. 
Key discussion questions: 
• How can families be better utilized in programs by national and local 

authorities? 
• What models or best practices from past engagement be used to 

connect authorities with families as well as other community actors? 
• How can efforts be national and local authorities be better coordinated 

with efforts by NGOs, cultural and religious groups? 

Lunch 

Session 7: The impact and role of family in de-radicalization and 
rehabilitation programs J 
This session will focus on disengagement, de-radicalization and 
rehabilitation and the way that family members can/should be involved in 
these programs. 
Key discussion questions: 
• What best practices and lessons learned can be shared from engaging 

families in de-radicalization and rehabilitation programs? 
• How can current efforts better involve families in de-radicalization and 

rehabilitation programs? · 
' • What are the challenges that families of individuals imprisoned or 

under surveillance face, and how can these families be better 
supported? 

Session 8: NGO programs to support families and build resilience within 
comm11nities 
In this session, various approaches by NGOs to include and support 
families for CVE will be showcased and discussed, in order to identify 
successful models and best practices as well as challenges that NGOs 
fqce. 
Key discussion questions: 
• What are some best practices and lessons learned from past and 

ongoing NGO initiatives to engage families in CVE? 
• What challenges ~o NGOs face in efforts to reach out to families? 
• How can efforts by NGOs be better supported by other CVE actors, 

including authorities, educators and local leaders? 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134002 Date: 03/31 /2017 
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GCTF 
Gi.O.BI\l COUNTERTE1lRORISk I"'RlJM 

1630- 1645 Wrap Up 

Wednesday, 25 May 2016 

0830 - 0900 

0900 - 0915 

0915- 1030 

1030 - 1100 

1100- 1200 

1200- 1230 

1230- 1245 

1245- 1400 

Coffee 

Practical Exercise Description 

Practical Exercise and Group Discussions 

Coffee Break 

Group Presentation and Wrap Qp 

General Feedback on Proposed Projects and Brainstorming of Next 
S teps 

Closing Remarks 

Lunch 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134002 Date: 03/31/2017 
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www.theGCTF.org 

!RELEASE IN FULLj 

Families and _Countering Violent Extremism Programs 

DATA CAPTURE TEMP LATE 

Instructions: Please use the table below (page 2) to capture the details of relevant families and 
communities related CVE progran1s. Complete each field as necessary. Please note that you ~re not 
restricted to the size of. the' fields when cotnpleting this fonn electronically, the boxes will adjust. 

Please describe key govcrruncrtt or government-funded programs, projects or activities that either 
(1) build resilience in .families to· radicalization and recruitment into violent extremism; or (2) 
support families in prc·ventmg or c6Uritering such radicalization and recruitment. Information on 
relevant efforts· <>f social service·inlrlistiies or agencies is particularly welcome. 

Additionally, please describe non-governmental or community-based programs, projects or 
activities in your country that build family resilience or support the prevention and intervention 
roles of families vis-a-vis violent :radic~lization and recruitment. 

Please submit one copy of the below template per program. 

Please return this form and :any tild_ditional documentation to the GCTF Administrative Unit 
(adminunit@TheGCr'F.otg);n6 .liitet tban 12 May 2016. 

Project Template: 

(I) detecting fJ!1d intervening against violent extremism 
(2) deLectin[{and intervening against recruitment and facilitation 
(3) deiecting-cn1d~nt¢rvening against travel and fighting __ _ 
(4) detecting and intervening upon return __ _ 

J. Type,o( Project may include: technical assistance, grant, public-private partnership, community engagement, 
commtJhitY~orfented -policing, etc . 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134048 Date: 03/31/2017 
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1 ~---------~~ 

I 

I 

I 
t 
1 
I 

I 

Additional Questi.ons:· 

1. Please identify up to three lessons .learned o.r good practices from the government, non­

govemmental or community~b~sed. efforts Ol.ltlined in template. The more specific, the more useful 

such observations may be for. either t'otmtdes to ref1ect on. 

2. Would your ministry or government be interested in technical. exchanges or consultations 

regarding programs, project·(~md activities to build family resilience to, or to support the roles of 

familiesin preventing andcouf1tering, ·'Violent extremism? 

I:::·. 
t..:>: . 
r. ··UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134048 Date: 03/31/2017 
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·countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Working Group !RELEASE IN FULQ 

The role of families in preventing and countering violent extremism 
Practitioner Workshop 

23-25 May 2016 
Abu Ohabi 

Administrative Circular 

On behalf of the CVE Working Group Co-Chairs (the United Arab Emirates and the United 
Kingdom) and Hedayah, we look forward to welcoming you to the Experts' Workshop on the 
Role of Families in Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism. 

r 
GCTF members are kindly asked to limit their delegations to two (2) delegates. Please submit 
your completed registration to the GCTF Administrative Unit (adminun it@TheGCTF.org) no 
later than 6 May 2016. Please include "Experts' Workshop on the Role of Families in Preventing 
and Countering Violent Extremism" in the subject line of your message. 

General Information 

Date and Venue 
The meeting will take place on 23-25 May 2016 at the: 

Hotel Sofitel Abu Dhabi 
Corniche Road East Capital Plaza Complex Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
Tel: (+971)02/8 137777 
Sofitel Abu Dhabi Corniche 

Language , 
Simultaneous mnterpretation in Arabic, English, and French will be provided. 

I 

Dress. Code 
The dress code for this meeting is business attire. 

Travel Information 

Participants are responsible for making their own arrangements for air travel, accommodations, 
ground transportation, and visas. 

/ 

I 
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Accommodations 

r 

- 2-

Sofitel Hotel Corniche 
Corniche Road East Capital Pla,za Complex 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
Tel: (+971) 02/8137777 

Rate per night: AED 400 for single occupancy and AED 500 for double occupancy, subject to 
16% tourism tax, inclusive of breakfast and Wi-Fi. 
Booking procedures 
Please complete the attached hotel booking form and send it to H7S07-REI@sofi.tel.com. 

Other nearby hotels 
Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel & Resort 
Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel and Resort 

Millennium Corniche l:Iotel 
Millennium Hotels and Resorts 

Hala Arjaan Hotel by Rotana I 

Hala Ariaan by Rotana- Abu Dhabi - United Arab Emirates- Arjaan Hot7l Apartments 

Transportation 
Taxis are readily available from the a irport to the hotel venue. While taxis are relatively 
inexpensive, please be aware they typie:ally only accept cash in the local currency (AED). A TM 
machines and currency exchanges can be found at the Abu Dhabi International Airport and at 
most malls around town. 

The hosts of the meeting will not provide ground-transportation to and from the airport. 

Visa and Passport Requirements 
Participants are responsible for obtaining their own visa, and should investigate visa 
requirements at least 4 weeks prior to travel. Participants traveling to Abu Dhabi must be in 
possession of a valid passport that will not expire until at least 6 months after entry into the 
UAE. Delegates from certain countries may require visas to enter; we encourage you to check 
with your travel agent, flight carrier, or the nearest · Embassy and allow sufficient time for 
processing. If you need assistance in obtaining a visa due to extenuating circumstances, please 
contact the conference organizer. · 

Contact Information 

Please contact the GCTF Administrative Unit (adminunit@TheGCTF.org} with any questions 
you may have. 
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Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Working Group [RELEASE IN FULLI 

Experts' Workshop on the Role of Families in 
Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism 

23-25 May 2016 
Abu Dhabi 

Registration Form 

Please submit this form to adminunit@TheGCTF.org no later than 6 May 2016. All 
delegates must be registered in advance. · Kindly limit your delegation to two (2) participants. 
Members are asked to nominate participants from a ministry/agency with competency for 
women, youth and/or family affairs. 
Simultaneous interpretation in Arabic, English, and French will be provided. 

Participant 1 (Head of Delegation): 

( Title (check one): l I I Mr. I I ( Ms. I f I Dr. ( l Lother (please_ indicate here): ·I 
Surname: First Name: 

Agency or Office Position . 

E-mail: 
' 

Participant 2: 

I Title (check_ one): I I Mr. I I I Ms. I I I Dr •. I I I Other (please indicate-here): . 

Surname:·· First Name: 

-Agency or Office Position 

E-mail: 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06134256 Date: 03/31/2017 
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
(RELEASE IN F@ 

Key Issue Definition of Countering Violent Extremism 1 

Countering violent extremism (CVE) refers to actions intended to reduce the ability of violent 
. extremists to radicalize, recruit, and mobilize followers to violence and to change the conditions 

that are conducive to the spread of violent extremist recruitment and radicalization of individuals 
or communities. CVE is a critical component of a comprehensive and sustainable 
counterterrorism strategy. 

CVE programming attempts to break .the life cycle of recruitment and radicalization to violence 
and to build community resilience against the broader spread of violent extremism, inCluding in 
areas where viQlent extre~ists are actively seeking to recruit, radicalize, and mobilize individuals 
to violence. 

To advance the goals outlined in the Department and USAID's CVE Strategy, CVE 
Programming focuses on four areas: Research, Prevention, Intervention, and Rehabilitation & 
Reintegration. 

1. Research: Understanding the drivers of violent extremism at the global, regional, and 
local levels, and determining the most effective interventions to address those drivers 
including how to measure and explain programmatic effectiveness; 

2. Prevention: Mitigating identified drivers of violent extremism, including expanding 
government, civil society, and community capacity to utilize tools that reduce 
vulnerability to violent extremist radicalization, recruitment, and mobilization; 

3. Intervention: Countering violent extremist messaging and recruitment tactics as well as 
providing positive alternatives, narratives, and/or "off-ramps" for individuals caught in 
the cycle of radicalization to violence; and . 

4. Rehabilitation/Reintegration: Establishing policies ·and programs to promote the 
effective rehabilitation and reintegration of former violent extremists, including those in 
prisons. 

CVE programming, or broader programs with CVE components, must be intentionally focused 
on violent extremism - and should focus particularly on preventing and/or intervening in 
radicalization and recruitment to violence. Such programs should meet the following criteria: 

1. Be focused on a particular geographic region and/or population segment identified as 
susceptible to violent extremism, and . 

2. Have an explicit objective addressing one or more drivers of violent extremism. This 
explicit objective should be expressed through a program or a specific component of a 
larger program designed based on an assessment or analysis of the drivers of violent 
extremism that impact the particular geographic region or population segment. 

As highlighted by'the White House CVE Summit process in 2015, preventing the growth and 
spread of violent extremism requires a comprehensive approach that involves national and local 
governments, international organizations, civil society, religious leaders, the private sector and 

1 The Director of Foreign Assistance (F) will use this "independent key issue" definition to track State and USAID's · 
CVE assistance. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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affected communities. The White House CVE Summit Action Agenda, described in Appendix 2, 
provides further details on specific work-streams to advance CVE goals. 

Illustrative examples of CVE programming include: 
• Programs to build the capacity of civil society and community leaders, especially youth, 

women, and religious l~aders, to counter violent extremist radicalization and recruitment 
in their communities; 

• Programs to promote conflict mitigation and promote dialogue among communities 
susceptible to violent extremist radicalization and recruitment; 

• Programs to provide targeted groups of youth with vocational and civic opportunities that 
reduce the attraction of violent extremism; 

• Programs to provide educational and social service providers in key countries with tools 
to address drivers of violent extremist ideology; . 

• Programs to amplify the voices of victims and survivors ofterrorism, as well as former 
violent extremists, and bolster community and media platforms to counter violent 
~xtremist messaging and· to promote positive alternative· narratives; 

• Programs to help civilian law enforcement officials to develop positive relationships, 
trust, improved performance and access to justice, and effective communications with the 
communities most susceptible to violent extremism; and 

• Programs to help corrections officials recognize and counter recruitment of other 
prisoners by violent extremists in their facilities, to implement evidence-based prison 
management practices that mitigate the risk posed by imprisoned violent extremists, an.d 
to expand efforts to pr~mote rehabilitation and reintegration. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06130284 Date: 03/31/2017 



C 0 617 0 2 0 2=1ED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2015-09834 Doc No. C06170202 Date: 03/31/2017 

(RELEASE IN FULQ 

, · 

Title: Counter Radicalization and Recruitment Campaign 

Location: Lebanon 

Budget: $470,000 
' 

Activity: New. 

Subaccount: Economic Support Funds 

Activity Description: · This project will amplify positive voices and provide a 
counterweight to violent extremist narratives, strengthened by activities targeting 
youth vulnerable to recruitment among Sunni communities in the Bekaa Valley 
and Northern Lebanon regions. This campaign will feature a series of short films 
produced as a result of community-based assessments and outreach activities 
aimed at empowering local leaders to address the drivers of radicalization to 
violence. 

Sectarian tensions, the lack of economic opportunities, and the lack of 
· quality basic services for all citizens have contributed to radicalization'in Lebanon. 
Through a multifaceted campaign, this project will educate Lebanese youth on the 
recruitment efforts and strategies of ISIL, provide peaceful alternatives to joining 
violent extremist groups like ISIL, and foster a healthy discourse and a counter­
message. to the growing rancor among Lebanese youth and youth who are 
sympathetic to violent extremists. 

The campaign will engage national and local leaders and moderate voices to 
support their online and offline activities, raise awareness about ISIL recruitment 
efforts and false promises, and promote a constructive role for youth. The project 
will be implemented by· a media-oriented civil society organization (CSO) to build 
a network of activists~ bloggers, influential leaders, media figures, and C~Os to 
engage in the campaign and promote counter-extremist narratives; a leading 
research firm to conduct an impact study; and an international marketing firm to 
formulate the right message and design the campaign. The objective is to create a 
campaign that becom~s locally owned and continues after the project is concluded. 

Estimated Time Frame: November 2015 - November 2016 
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Title: Voices of Moderation ~ELEASE IN FULQ 

Location: Lebanon 

Budget: $202,000 

Activity: New 

Subaccount: Economic Support Funds 

Activity Description: This project will provide a countermeasure to ISIL and other 
violent extremists'·ongoing public relations and social media outreach efforts 
aimed at Lebanon's Sunni community, and minimize recruitment campaigns. To 
ensure that the program reaches the Sunni Muslim communities in Lebanon that 
are most prone to recruitment and that it promotes a comprehensive moderate 
message, it will be managed by an international information and communications 
technology NGO and involve a three-part strategy with Lebanese Sunni religious 
leaders in an advisory role and two local media-oriented CSOs. 

The NGO will develop a team that tracks violent extremist materials online, 
and establishes strategic responses that focus on positive redirection to be 
broadcast through Lebanese social media. The project will also work to identify . 
local mosques in areas most prone to recruiting to be included in the program. One 
contact in each area, generally from the mosque's cultural and community 

·organization office, will be identified to receive training in advocacy and local 
outreach skills to deliver non-religious CVE content, and effective methods to 
counter violent extremism. It is projected that over 100 mosques will be reached 
by this part of the project. 

Estimated .Time Frame: November 2015 -May 2017 
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Title: Implementing Support Networks against Destabilization 

Location: Lebanon [RELEASE IN }Uli] 

Budget: $150,452 

Activiw: New 

Subaccount: Economic Support Funds 

Activity Description: This project will strengthen the resilience of Lebanese 
communities against drivers of violence and violent extremism by building a 
network of community-level actors in the Bekaa Valley and Northern Lebanon. 
The project will build communities' capacity to leverage the insights, resources, 
and support of their peers to respond to ISIL and Nusrah-inspired sectarian 
tensions. The program will strengthen the capacity of CSOs, NGOs, and youth 
groups to identify and respond to local drivers of instability, work collaboratively 
to conduct civic engagement activities that target the identified drivers, and receive 
training on how to identify gaps in comm~nication. 

The project wil~ be implemented by local partners. As a result of capacity 
building efforts, municipal officers, CSO leaders, and youth would establish ten 
coalitions - one in each community -under a local CVE council to draft 
community goals, hold meetings to gather perceptions, and .regularly craft 
responses to communjty issues. This project will develop sustainable decision­
making networks that" serve as platforms and launch locally-owned joint initiatives 
to ensure ongoing responses to drivers of violence and strengthen community­
resilience. 

Estimated Time Frame: November 2015- November 2016 

I, 
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