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Linking Online and Physical Outreach
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Disclaimer

This presentation addresses a variety of Homeland security issues and
provides operational and intelligence advice and assistance to federal,
state, local, and tribal Homeland security and law enforcement officials so
they may deter, prevent, preempt, or respond to terrorist attacks against the
United States.

This product contains U.S. person information that has been deemed
necessary for the intended recipient to understand, assess, or act on the
information provided. It has been highlighted with the label YSPER and
should be handled in accordance with intelligence oversight and/or
information handling procedures. Other U.S. person information has been
minimized. Should you require the minimized U.S. person information
please contact the DHS/I&A Production Management Division at
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erview of Foreign Fighters

Syria has emerged as most attractive theater
for Western violent extremists
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Close to 2,000 Europeans are believed to have fought in
Syria

FBI Director ComeyYSPER: “Dozens” of Americans have
traveled to fight in Syria; problem “getting worse”

Seven US persons arrested on terrorism-related
charges for fighting in Syria or attempting to do so; one
Syria returnee also arrested
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« Ease of Access

« Persistent Media
Coverage

 Sectarian Nature of
Conflict in Heart of M.E.

* Prospect for Battlefield
Experience

* Networking Opportunities
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Motivational Pathways
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Motivational Pathways (Cont.
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Radicalization to Violence

« US travelers who desire to engage in violence going on
their own or, in one case, with one associate.
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Travel Patterns

« US Persons have attempted to travel
to Syria to fight by
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hters’ Use of Social Media
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