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Failed Palestinian suicide bomber gets life in
Israeli prison
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An Tsraeli milizary covrt has sertenced a lbé-yvear~old Palestinian frowm che
milizant Hamas moverent to life in prison for trying to blow himsolf up when confronted
by Israeli spolice, the first time a would~he bomber was bhroughs wo rrial.

Tae teen-ager, whose name was not released, pressed a button and pulled at
electrical wiring on an explezives bhelt he was wearing as he was approached hy police
in sarly Februvary, but the device did not explode and no one was injured.

B three-Judgo carel at oa milivary court in the northorn West Bank on Tharsday
derilded rhat “he fteen-ager was a danger fo the Israell wnklic and that he must ;
the "highest orice.”

The -ear, who had eonfessed thar mader Hamas ia:
an Taracll commitor bus, was corvictoed of attomp:

2o maEnsladgntaer,

Tho judges in Thursday's sentoencing rejectod argumonts from the toen's lawyoer,
Ahmed Sharval, who asked for a five-yesar prisor tnebw bacauze of his olient's voung
age, tne fact that ro ore was nurt and pecavse he nao expressea regreb in his
confaession.

"ohis s oan absurd givcation - that sorcone who agrond to Lloss his 1ife 18 suddenly
showlrng interest ir life and excitedly demarding a short jall zentence," the judges
wrote,

In n1s confessien, the youth sa-d he had jeined Hamas at age 2 and was asked by
ab activist in the wilitans Zslamlc movorent in February o carry out a sulelde bomrk
attack.

Israeli police stopred the taxi he was ridirg in Feb. 6 ard asked him to step out
of the car. As he avproached the police, ne pushed a button that failled to activate
he exwlosives Lhen Lried Lo detonate the Toad by Learing a. Lhe wiring, according
w0 his corfession.

Several Palestinians have failed in their attempts to blow therselves up aor backead
out of planned attacks and have boon detained and guestioncd by Tsracli intelligonoo
afficers, bul aane had Seen brovghy Lo Leial,

In wheir decisgion, whe Judges called wtha youlh’s failed olan “"worzslrous”™ and
"cowardly” and wrote that they scught to set a precedent 2y handirng down the maximam
verm of 1ife in prison.
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Zuicide attacks have, with great tragody, bhooome a cursed routine v our Lives,
but they are s7ill sowething unusual in the courtraam, " “hey wrotne.

Mililsry prosecutor Livon Averboch soughl 8 sLiff sentence Lo discourage oLher

yourg peovle from seekirg o carry oubt attacks.

A le-year-old from Bethlochom, Issa Bdelr, was
last 21 months of Zighting, He Blow himself up ina

the yvoungast suicide bomber in tho
crowd of elderly Russlan dnigrants

plavirg cards 1in Rishor Letzion, just zouth of Tel Aviv or May 22. Two laraelis died.

Sirge Tignling began in SepLember 2004,

Israelis.
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suicgide aliacks nave killed 257
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