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Cormuzer bus Ko. 823 had beer targeted twice in the wmast four wornths by Pal-
cstinlar swicide bombers, and Xamla Masalha, an Isracll Arab nuarse, was fearful-
1y waiting for the third strike on her regalar rouvce.

Iw hapvered Wedassday, during roralag ruash hour. Masalha, 42, rode the bus to
work, as =mhe had dore for the past 17 years.

A neavyzet bearded Palestinian man hoardsd the bus, lecoking nervouzly left
and right as he headed toward Masalha at tne back of the bus. Tho nurse gald snhe
auspected lmrmediately -“hat he was a suwicide homber.

Momerts later, the assallant cetonated sxplosives stragped ©o his pody, send-
irg passerngers flyirg ir the air and olowling out the sides of —he pink-and-white
bus .,

Y"reople waere blown outn of the windows and were lying on the road on Dot
aides of the bus,” said the bus driver, Yesef Zen-Tosef. "Inszide, dead and
wourded psople were lying everywiere. ... It was ghastly, irdescribable."

Nahur Borochnov was criving an army wruck right benind the bus., "I zaw every-
thirg go olack,”™ he sald, "and seconds later the smoke cleared and I saw every-
one sorcaming sna crying.”

Aftoer the olast, pleces of flesh stuck e the bleedicd ceoiling, Bodics lay
slhrewn o0 Lhe asphsl:., among oo0ls of L1ood ard weeping wounded viclims,

Sever pazsengers, including four soldiers, were killed, in sddision Lo Lthe
artacker, a 2d-year-old memoer of the milivanr Islarice Jihad group from the West
Bank town of Jonin. Twopiy-=s0voen passonygoers woro woundad. Modala roperts sald
many of those haurt were Israeli Arabs.

PlLvéery marning 1o oLravel wiln fesr, " Massing Lola lasrvael Radio From o a [osg
bed sfuer sulfering burrs in Lhe porhing, Masalha said bombaras mide no distine
<ion petweosn Arabs and Jows. "I know that they don't care who yoa arce.”
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Ger-Yoael, whe driver, sald the bomber got on along with three other Arabs -
two elderly men with checkered head scarves and a woman student,

YHe gave me 12 shekels (32,60) ard Lold me he owas going Lo ATula,"™ said Bar-
Yosef, who was zaligh-ly irdurec. "He was a totally normal guy. ... He was appar-
ently carrying explosives on his body. It was cold thais morning and everyong was
waaring jackets."

At first T ocould ot soc anyohirg benind me booausc the bus was full of
swoks, " Zen-Yosef sald after glass shavds had best reraved from his face. "Ohe
body was aprawled or Lhe Ploor rigal sehivd me  ®

Borocnov sald one of the wournded wold him the attacker was chewing gum and
smiling as he walked along the aisle to the back of the bus where scldiers sat.

Fassenger Vadim Weinfuss said he noticed something bulky under the bomber's
jacket as the man sat down. Weinfuss said ne pat a magazine clip ia his gun as a
procauncion waen the oxplosion wont off.

The bus carried soldiers wravelirg between homes ard bhases, as well as Arab
Iaraelis sirce it stova at all the villages along the way. Arab Israelis make up
apout 18 varcent of Israsl's povalaticon of 6.9 willion.

Soldicr Avi Maloul, who sat two socats pohind the bomber, said ho actuoally
felt safe or the bus, thinking thar ®alestinian atrackers weould not hurt Arab

Taraselis.

"I asver thought we would reach ths situaniorn in which they would hlow up
each other, " said Maloul, who was slightly injuared.

An Aran Tsracli womar Lo che back of vhe bus, hor leg smashed and bleeding
profasely, had to bo pricd off the metal frames of tho scats by twe soldicrs,
ore wold Israel Raalo.

On Kov. 2%, a sulcide bomber blew himself up on bus No. 823 traveling souzh,
killirg Three peoszle. Orn March &, ove persaor and the awtacker were killed or toe
bus at the Afula station ia arother suicide bombing.
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