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Office of Infrastructure Protection

National Protection and Programs Directorate 

Countering Violent Extremist Summit Overview

Day 1:  CVE Leadership Forum

Los Angles, Boston, and Minneapolis provided overview of frameworks followed by a 

detailed conversation about requirements for successful implementation. Of note, the 

National Security Council has lauded the DHS Office for Strategic Engagement, which 

was piloted with the Los Angeles Community, as the model for empowering local 

communities, and is the recognized DHS path forward for building scalable and 

customizable programming to meet local needs. 

Discussion mostly resulted in the conclusion that a “whole of community,” and non-

securitized partnerships with government is key to success, and resources to help build 

these public/private partnerships was essential.   

Other critical elements include greater resources for non-governmental organizations 

and community programing, as well as civil rights and grievance adjudication.  

Google Reception

Preceding the Summit, Secretary Johnson was invited to present opening remarks at a 

Google reception for stakeholders from the 3 cities, members of Congress, non-

governmental organizations, Federal partners, and industry committed to changing 

terrorist narrative as part of countering violent extremism

The Secretary and A/S Durkovich also joined Google’s Vice president of Public Policy 

and Government Relations Susan Molinari for a brief pre-meeting before the Summit to 

discuss an ongoing partnership. 

This event served as platform to for DHS to continue spearheading the USG effort to

positively leverage social media and technology platforms and expertise as part of the 

CV E mission.

NPPD leveraged this opportunity to initiate the convening credible local voices (i.e. 

Muflehun), philanthropic organizations (i.e. Peace and Security Funders Group), and 

industry (i.e. Twitter).  NPPD is developing a strategic plan on Countering Terrorist 

Narrative to formalize coordinated inter- and intra-agency efforts.

Day 2: CVE Summit

Reoccurring themes included the need for a “whole of government” and a “whole of 

community” approach, as well as need for additional resources, training, and capacity 
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building opportunities.   Strategically and competitively countering terrorist narratives 

by empowering credible, local voices was a strong theme throughout the Summit. 

Los Angles, Boston, and Minneapolis were provided an opportunity to provide a high-

level overview of their CVE frameworks.  Los Angeles presentation included a video 

production available at:

https://aerofilm.gosimian.com/v3/sp/a/m2ohzDc7nqXbTbBSWhw-

3Q/a2VuQGFlcm9maWxtLnR2

Additional panels included 

o Remarks from Mayors and public officials from Paris, Belgium and Morocco on 

their CVE efforts and challenges.     

o An academic perspective of empirical analysis and gaps in the study of CVE, 

provided by the Executive Director of the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) 

o Two panels discussing the role of Non-Governmental Organizations and the 

private sector on changing the narrative and the use of social media

President Obama’s closing remarks were well received by stakeholders in the audience,

as they directly spoke to a number of American-Muslim concerns, such as:  

o Acknowledgement that the America is not at war with Islam, but rather the 

people who perverted Islam – and the American-Muslim community needs to 

enhance efforts to support this distinction   

o Reinforcing that profiling because of faith and community engagement cannot be 

a means of covert surveillance  

o Recognizing the need to address the political and economic grievances that 

terrorists exploit and use to fuel violent extremism activity, while understanding 

that poverty alone is not lead to terrorism.

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) President, Azhar Azeez, with whom 

NPPD/IP has a standing relationship, issued a response commending the President for 

his remarks and reiterated the belief that American-Muslims make up a very small 

percentage of domestic violent extremists and long wolf terrorists in the United States

The following comment made by Minneapolis Congressman, Keith Ellison, resonated 

very heavily with community members and was trending on social media:  “Razan, 

Yusor and Deah - the three victims - were living, walking, breathing examples of 

countering violent extremism until their lives were taken away… Let us not slip into a 

mistaken idea that terrorism is somehow a Muslim idea.

The White House issued a Press Release following the Summit, that provides an 

overview and outlines the vision for next steps:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2015/02/18/fact-sheet-white-house-summit-countering-violent-extremism

Media 

Highlights from media coverage, to include local Los Angeles stakeholder press events and 

national coverage, provided in Attachment A. 
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Attachment A:  White House CVE Media Coverage

Los Angeles Stakeholder Coverage 

Following the Summit, members of the Los Angeles contingency were invited to do media 

coverage.  Below are links to NPPD/IP partners speaking publicly about the CVE Mission: 

Joumana Silyan-Saba, L.A. Human Relations Commission, on MSNBC’s Andrea 

Mitchell Reports  https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=em-

upload_owner&v=ldSSRrFN_8E

Michael Downing, LAPD Chief, quoted in CNN interview:  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/02/18/politics/obama-speech-extremism-terror-summit/

Salam Al-Marayati, President of MPAC, quoted in Washington Post Interview: 

http://inhomelandsecurity.com/obama-outlines-initiatives-to-curb-recruitment-of-

terrorist-groups/

President Obama Op-Ed in LA Times:  RE: LA Times Op-Ed: President Obama: 

"Our Fight Against Violent Extremism".

Ahmed Younis, Professor Chapman University and Community Leader, participated 

on a post-Summit panel with ACLU 

http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201502231633-0024574

White House Coverage

The White House 

February 19, 2015 

TEXT: Remarks by the President at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism | Feb 19. 

VIDEO: President Obama Speaks at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.

TWITTER: @WhiteHouse: "When people are oppressed and human rights are denied…when 

dissent is silenced, it feeds violent extremism" —President Obama #CVESummit

The White House 

February 18, 2015 

TEXT: Remarks by the President - Summit on Countering Violent Extremism | Feb 18.

VIDEO: President Obama Speaks at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.

BLOG: President Obama on the Causes and Antidotes to Violent Extremism.
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President Obama: Our fight against violent extremism

February 17, 2015, 11:03 p.m. 

“In the face of this challenge, we must stand united internationally and here at home. We know 

that military force alone cannot solve this problem. Nor can we simply take out terrorists who 

kill innocent civilians. We also have to confront the violent extremists — the propagandists, 

recruiters and enablers — who may not directly engage in terrorist acts themselves, but who 

radicalize, recruit and incite others to do so.” 

U.S. Muslims Take On ISIS’ Recruiting Machine

February 19, 2015 

“Imam Magid, speaking upstairs at his Muslim center while a team of Muslim girls pounded out 

a basketball game below, said that real prevention meant programs that give young people as 

much purpose and inspiration as extremists promise. Once young Muslims buy into the ideology, 

he said, it is very hard to pry them loose. “You have to reach them before it happens,” he said.” 

February 18, 2015 

VIDEO: Summit on Countering Violent Extremism, Secretary Jeh Johnson Remarks

Obama: Countering Violent Extremism Depends on Muslim Support

February 18, 2015 

“"Muslim leaders need to do more to discredit the notion that our nations are determined to 

suppress Islam," Obama said, referring to the narrative from Islamic militants that Western 

nations are in a war against Islam.”

Obama: US at War With Those Who Have Perverted Islam

February 18, 2015 

“While putting the blame on IS and similar groups — Obama said the militants masquerade as 

religious leaders but are really terrorists — the president also appealed directly to prominent 

Muslims to do more to distance themselves from brutal ideologies. He said all have a duty to 

"speak up very clearly" in opposition to violence against innocent people.” 

RONAN FARROW DAILY 2/18/15

VIDEO: Battling Hometown Terror

“As the White House takes on terror with a new counter-extremism summit, two attendees join 

us - including one Somali-American City Council Member from Minneapolis who’s seen 

homegrown radicalization firsthand.” 
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Minnesota's Anti-terror Efforts Draw White House Interest

February 18, 2015 

“"What my community, the Somali-American community, needs today is no less than a Marshall 

Plan tailor-made to the community's employment challenges," Minneapolis City Council 

Member Abdi Warsame said as he described the poverty and lack of upward mobility that help 

drive radicalization.” 

Obama: We are not at war with Islam

February 18, 2015 

“Obama also painted the campaign against radicalization and extremism as "ultimately a battle 

for hearts and minds" in an opinion piece published Wednesday in the Los Angeles Times. He 

added that the focus of the summit would be on ways to empower local communities.” 

Biden Kicks off White House Summit on Countering Violent Extremism

February 17, 2015 

“"We have to ... engage our communities and engage those who might be susceptible to being 

radicalized because they are marginalized," Biden said.” 

Biden: Including Immigrants Key to Stopping Extremism in US

February 17, 2015 

“Biden, in his remarks, held up Boston, Los Angeles and Minneapolis as examples of 

communities moving ahead with programs to counter extremism locally. He said the goal was to 

bring together broad coalitions of community leaders so that all Americans — and particularly 

Muslims — would feel like "we see them."” 
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Office of Infrastructure Protection

National Protection and Programs Directorate 

Countering Violent Extremist Summit Overview

Day 1:  CVE Leadership Forum

Los Angles, Boston, and Minneapolis provided overview of frameworks followed by a 

detailed conversation about requirements for successful implementation. Of note, the 

National Security Council has lauded the DHS Office for Strategic Engagement, which 

was piloted with the Los Angeles Community, as the model for empowering local 

communities, and is the recognized DHS path forward for building scalable and 

customizable programming to meet local needs. 

Discussion mostly resulted in the conclusion that a “whole of community,” and non-

securitized partnerships with government is key to success, and resources to help build 

these public/private partnerships was essential.   

Other critical elements include greater resources for non-governmental organizations 

and community programing, as well as civil rights and grievance adjudication.  

Google Reception

Preceding the Summit, Secretary Johnson was invited to present opening remarks at a 

Google reception for stakeholders from the 3 cities, members of Congress, non-

governmental organizations, Federal partners, and industry committed to changing 

terrorist narrative as part of countering violent extremism

The Secretary and A/S Durkovich also joined Google’s Vice president of Public Policy 

and Government Relations Susan Molinari for a brief pre-meeting before the Summit to 

discuss an ongoing partnership. 

This event served as platform to for DHS to continue spearheading the USG effort to

positively leverage social media and technology platforms and expertise as part of the 

CV E mission.

NPPD leveraged this opportunity to initiate the convening credible local voices (i.e. 

Muflehun), philanthropic organizations (i.e. Peace and Security Funders Group), and 

industry (i.e. Twitter).  NPPD is developing a strategic plan on Countering Terrorist 

Narrative to formalize coordinated inter- and intra-agency efforts.

Day 2: CVE Summit

Reoccurring themes included the need for a “whole of government” and a “whole of 

community” approach, as well as need for additional resources, training, and capacity 
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building opportunities.   Strategically and competitively countering terrorist narratives 

by empowering credible, local voices was a strong theme throughout the Summit. 

Los Angles, Boston, and Minneapolis were provided an opportunity to provide a high-

level overview of their CVE frameworks.  Los Angeles presentation included a video 

production available at:

https://aerofilm.gosimian.com/v3/sp/a/m2ohzDc7nqXbTbBSWhw-

3Q/a2VuQGFlcm9maWxtLnR2

Additional panels included 

o Remarks from Mayors and public officials from Paris, Belgium and Morocco on 

their CVE efforts and challenges.     

o An academic perspective of empirical analysis and gaps in the study of CVE, 

provided by the Executive Director of the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) 

o Two panels discussing the role of Non-Governmental Organizations and the 

private sector on changing the narrative and the use of social media

President Obama’s closing remarks were well received by stakeholders in the audience,

as they directly spoke to a number of American-Muslim concerns, such as:  

o Acknowledgement that the America is not at war with Islam, but rather the 

people who perverted Islam – and the American-Muslim community needs to 

enhance efforts to support this distinction   

o Reinforcing that profiling because of faith and community engagement cannot be 

a means of covert surveillance  

o Recognizing the need to address the political and economic grievances that 

terrorists exploit and use to fuel violent extremism activity, while understanding 

that poverty alone is not lead to terrorism.

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) President, Azhar Azeez, with whom 

NPPD/IP has a standing relationship, issued a response commending the President for 

his remarks and reiterated the belief that American-Muslims make up a very small 

percentage of domestic violent extremists and long wolf terrorists in the United States

The following comment made by Minneapolis Congressman, Keith Ellison, resonated 

very heavily with community members and was trending on social media:  “Razan, 

Yusor and Deah - the three victims - were living, walking, breathing examples of 

countering violent extremism until their lives were taken away… Let us not slip into a 

mistaken idea that terrorism is somehow a Muslim idea.

The White House issued a Press Release following the Summit, that provides an 

overview and outlines the vision for next steps:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2015/02/18/fact-sheet-white-house-summit-countering-violent-extremism

Media 

Highlights from media coverage, to include local Los Angeles stakeholder press events and 

national coverage, provided in Attachment A. 
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Attachment A:  White House CVE Media Coverage

Los Angeles Stakeholder Coverage 

Following the Summit, members of the Los Angeles contingency were invited to do media 

coverage.  Below are links to NPPD/IP partners speaking publicly about the CVE Mission: 

Joumana Silyan-Saba, L.A. Human Relations Commission, on MSNBC’s Andrea 

Mitchell Reports  https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=em-

upload_owner&v=ldSSRrFN_8E

Michael Downing, LAPD Chief, quoted in CNN interview:  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/02/18/politics/obama-speech-extremism-terror-summit/

Salam Al-Marayati, President of MPAC, quoted in Washington Post Interview: 

http://inhomelandsecurity.com/obama-outlines-initiatives-to-curb-recruitment-of-

terrorist-groups/

President Obama Op-Ed in LA Times:  RE: LA Times Op-Ed: President Obama: 

"Our Fight Against Violent Extremism".

Ahmed Younis, Professor Chapman University and Community Leader, participated 

on a post-Summit panel with ACLU 

http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201502231633-0024574

White House Coverage

The White House 

February 19, 2015 

TEXT: Remarks by the President at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism | Feb 19. 

VIDEO: President Obama Speaks at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.

TWITTER: @WhiteHouse: "When people are oppressed and human rights are denied…when 

dissent is silenced, it feeds violent extremism" —President Obama #CVESummit

The White House 

February 18, 2015 

TEXT: Remarks by the President - Summit on Countering Violent Extremism | Feb 18.

VIDEO: President Obama Speaks at the Summit on Countering Violent Extremism.

BLOG: President Obama on the Causes and Antidotes to Violent Extremism.
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President Obama: Our fight against violent extremism

February 17, 2015, 11:03 p.m. 

“In the face of this challenge, we must stand united internationally and here at home. We know 

that military force alone cannot solve this problem. Nor can we simply take out terrorists who 

kill innocent civilians. We also have to confront the violent extremists — the propagandists, 

recruiters and enablers — who may not directly engage in terrorist acts themselves, but who 

radicalize, recruit and incite others to do so.” 

U.S. Muslims Take On ISIS’ Recruiting Machine

February 19, 2015 

“Imam Magid, speaking upstairs at his Muslim center while a team of Muslim girls pounded out 

a basketball game below, said that real prevention meant programs that give young people as 

much purpose and inspiration as extremists promise. Once young Muslims buy into the ideology, 

he said, it is very hard to pry them loose. “You have to reach them before it happens,” he said.” 

February 18, 2015 

VIDEO: Summit on Countering Violent Extremism, Secretary Jeh Johnson Remarks

Obama: Countering Violent Extremism Depends on Muslim Support

February 18, 2015 

“"Muslim leaders need to do more to discredit the notion that our nations are determined to 

suppress Islam," Obama said, referring to the narrative from Islamic militants that Western 

nations are in a war against Islam.”

Obama: US at War With Those Who Have Perverted Islam

February 18, 2015 

“While putting the blame on IS and similar groups — Obama said the militants masquerade as 

religious leaders but are really terrorists — the president also appealed directly to prominent 

Muslims to do more to distance themselves from brutal ideologies. He said all have a duty to 

"speak up very clearly" in opposition to violence against innocent people.” 

RONAN FARROW DAILY 2/18/15

VIDEO: Battling Hometown Terror

“As the White House takes on terror with a new counter-extremism summit, two attendees join 

us - including one Somali-American City Council Member from Minneapolis who’s seen 

homegrown radicalization firsthand.” 
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Minnesota's Anti-terror Efforts Draw White House Interest

February 18, 2015 

“"What my community, the Somali-American community, needs today is no less than a Marshall 

Plan tailor-made to the community's employment challenges," Minneapolis City Council 

Member Abdi Warsame said as he described the poverty and lack of upward mobility that help 

drive radicalization.” 

Obama: We are not at war with Islam

February 18, 2015 

“Obama also painted the campaign against radicalization and extremism as "ultimately a battle 

for hearts and minds" in an opinion piece published Wednesday in the Los Angeles Times. He 

added that the focus of the summit would be on ways to empower local communities.” 

Biden Kicks off White House Summit on Countering Violent Extremism

February 17, 2015 

“"We have to ... engage our communities and engage those who might be susceptible to being 

radicalized because they are marginalized," Biden said.” 

Biden: Including Immigrants Key to Stopping Extremism in US

February 17, 2015 

“Biden, in his remarks, held up Boston, Los Angeles and Minneapolis as examples of 

communities moving ahead with programs to counter extremism locally. He said the goal was to 

bring together broad coalitions of community leaders so that all Americans — and particularly 

Muslims — would feel like "we see them."” 
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