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THE PRESDDENT: G ood aflemoon, everybody. Thope everyone had a wonderful
holday weekend —especilly ourm en and wom en 1 uniform . This Fourth ofJuly
we were honored o once agah welkom e som e ofourncredbk troops and their
fam iles to share Fourth ofJuly and firew orks atthe W hie House. kwas
anotherchance forus, on behalfofthe Am erican peopk, to express ourgratiude
fortherrextraordhary serice around the word every day.

And thatihclides the work thatbrihgs m e here today —ourm ission o
degrade and ulin ately destroy the eroristgroup ISIL. This s a cause, a
coalitbn, that/s unied countries across the gbbe —som e 60 natons, hclidnhg
Amrb parners. Ourcom prehensve strategy aganstISIL is hamesshg all
ekm ents of Am erican pow er, across ourgovemm ent—m ilitary, htelligence,
dipbm atic, econom ic, deve bpm entand perhaps m ostin portantly, the powerofour
valies.

Lastm onth, Toderad addibnalactons n supportofourstrategy. Ijist
m etw ih m y natbonalsecurty team as partofourrguhreffortto assess our
eforts —whatls working and whatwe can do beter. Secrtary Carter, Chaim an
Dem psey, Iwantto thank you and yourteam forwelkom g us and oryour NPPD 008537



kadershp, ncludihg GenermlAustn who's kadihg the m iliary campagn. And I
wantto summ arize brefly where we stand.

Iwantto startby repeating whatTve sad sihhce the beghnig. This will
notbe quick. This s a bng+tem campaygn. ISI i opportunistc and itis
ninbk. hmanyphces nh Syra and rag, hclidhg uran aras, /s dug 1
am ong hnocentcilan popukbtions. kwilllake tin e t© otthem out—and
dong so m ustbe the pb of bcalforces on the ground, w ith tahihg and air
supportfrom ourcoaliin.

Aswih anym iltary eflort, there w illbe peribds ofprogress, butthere
are also gohg to be som e setbacks —asweve seen wih ISIL'’s gains nh Ram adi
I Imaq and centraland southem Syria. Buttoday, I's also In portantforus t©
recognize the progress thats been m ade.

Ourcoaltion has now hitISIL wih m ore than 5,000 aistrkes. W e~e mken
outthousands of fightng positons, manks, vehicks, bom b factores, and
trahhg cam ps. W eve elin hated thousands of fighters, hcluidihg senbrIS IL
comm anders. And overthe pastyear, weve seen thatwhen we have an effective
parneron the ground, IS IL can be pushed back.

Ih rag, SIL bstatthe MosulDam . SIL bstatMountSnhar. ISIL has
bstrepeatedly across Kirkuk Province. B 1L bstatTikrt. Alogether, IS IL
has bstm ore than a quarterofthe populhted aras thatithad seized n Taqg.
Ih Syra, BIL bstatKobani. s recently endured bsses across northem
Syra, hcludng the key ciy ofTalAbyad, denying IS IL a vialsupply oute t©
Raqgga, is base ofopermtions n Syra.

So these are rem hders thatS IL’s sttategic weaknesses are ral. B IL is
surmounded by countres and com m uniies comm ied t© is destrmuction. Thas no
alr force; ourcoaliton owns the skies. ISIL is backed by no naton. ftreles
on fear, som etin es executhg is own disilusibned fghters. Is unrestaned
brutality offen alenates those underis muk, creating new enem £s. I shoxt,

B IL’s rrcentbsses n both Syria and rag prove thatIS IL can and w illbe
defeated.

hdeed, we're ntensifyhg ourefiorts aganstSIL'’s base n Syra. Our
aistrikes w illconthue to margetthe oiland gas facilites thatfuind so m uch
oftheropermtions. W e’re gohg aflerthe ISIL kadershp and nfrastmucture 1
Syra —the heartof IS IL thatpum ps finds and propaganda t© peopk armund the
word. Parmering w ih othercountres —sharing m ore nfom aton,
strengthening bw s and bordersecurity —albw s us to work to stem the fow of
foren fghters © Syria as wellas rag, and t© stem , obvibusly, the fow of
those fghters back nto ourown countres. This conthues to be a chalenge,
and, working together, allournatons are gonng to need t© dom orre,butwe're
startng to see som e progess.

W e’llcontnue cracking down on IS I’s illicit finance around the word. By
the way, fCongress raly wants t© hedb n this effort, they can confim M r.
Adam Szubi, ournom hee forTreasury UnderSecrtary o kad this effort. This
s a vialposibn © ourcounterenorism efiorts. Nobody suggests M r. S zubn
s notqualified. He’s highly qualified. Unforunatly, his nom hation has been
Bnguishing up on the Hill, and we need the Senate to confim hin as soon as
possbk.

Meanwhike,we contihue to ram p up ourtraihihg and supportofbcalforces
thatare fishting ISIL on the ground. As Tve sad before, this aspectofour NPPD 008538



strategy was m oving too sbw /. Butthe allofRam adihas gavanized the Tagi
govemm ent. So,w ih the addionalsteps Iordered kstm onth, we're speeding
up tahhg ofBIL. — [[agi Porees, hclidhg volinteers from Sunnitrbes n

AnbarProvice.

More Sunnivolinters are com hg omward. Som e arre alrady behg rahed,
and they can be a new force aganstISIL. W e contihue to accekrate the delvery
ofcriticalequim ent, hcluding antitank weapons, to ragisecuriy forces,
hclidnhg the Peshm erga and trbalfghters. And Im ade tckartomy team that
we wildomor to tath and equi the m oderate opposion i Syra.

Now,allthis sald, ourstategy recognizes thatno am ountofm iliary force
w illend the terorthatis IS IL unkss /s m atched by a broadereflort—
politicaland econom © —thataddresses the underlyihg condibons thathave
albowed B IL to ganh ttacton. They have filed a vod, and we have to m ake sure
thatas we push them outthatvod is filed. So, as Iagiciis and towns are
Tberated from B 1L, we're workihg w ih Tag and the Unied Natons t© hep
comm unikes rebuid the securty, serwices and govemance thatthey need. W e
contihue to supportthe efforts ofPrime M histerAbadito forge an inclisive and
effective Tragigovemm entthatunies allthe peopk oflag —Shi, Sunnis,
Kurds and allm hority com m unikes.

Ih Syra, the onk way thatthe cwvilwarw illend —and h a way so that
the Syran peopk can unie aganstS L —is an hclisive polibfcalransiion
© a new govemm ent, w thoutBasharAssad —a govemm entthatserves all
Syrians. Idiscussed this w ih ourG ulC ooperation Councilparmers atCamp
David and durng m y recentcallw ith PresidentPutin. Im ade tckarthe Unied
States willconthue t© work forsuch a tansibon.

And a glmm erofgood new s is Ithihk an hcrasihg recogniton on the part
ofallthe phyers 1 the rrgin thatgiven the exttaordhary threatthatS IL
poses i nporantforus o work together, as opposed t© atcross-purmposes,
o m ake sur thatan hclisive Syran govemm entexists.

W hike the focus ofourdiscussins today was on raqg and Syra, S IL and is
deobgy alo ocbvibusk pose a grave threatbeyond the region. I recentweeks
we’ve seen deadly attacks m Tunisi, Kuwaitand Egypts ShaiPenhsuk. W e see
a grow hg S IL presence 1 Lbya and atem pts t© establish oothods across North
A frica, the M ddEk East, the Caucasus, and SoutheastAshA.W eve seen attacks n
Otawa, Sydney, France and C openhagen.

So Ive caled on the ntematbnalcomm uniy t© unie aganstthis scourge
ofvbEentextrem ism . In this fght, the Unied States conthues to kad. W hen
necessary to preventattacks agahstournaton, we’lltake directacton against
ernorsts. W e’llcontnue o also parmerw ith natons from Afghanistan ©
N geria to buid up thersecurity orces. W e’re gohg to work day and ngght
w ih allles and parners to dismupttenorstnetw orks and thwartattacks, and to
sm othernascentISIL cells thatm ay be rylhg to devebp 1 otherpars ofthe
word.

This also nclides rem anhng vgibntn protectihg agahnstattacks her 1
the hom eland. Now , Ithihk its in portantforus to recognize the threatof
vbEkntextrem ism is notrestricted t© any one comm uniy. Her 1 the Unied
States, weve seen allkids ofhom egrown terorism . And tragially, recent
history rem Inds us how even a shgk hd¥vidualm otivated by a hatefuldeobgy
w ih access © dangemus weapons can hflicthornendous ham on Am ericans. So
ourefiorts to countervibkentextrem ism m ustnottargetany one com m uniy NPPD 008539



because oftheirfaih orbackgrmund, hclidihg patrotic M uslin Am ericans who
are ourparmers n keeping ourcountry safe.

Thatsaid, we also have t© acknow kdge thatIS IL has been partculhrly
eflective atrrachihg outto and recmuiing vuhermbk peopk armound the world,
hcluidihg here 1 the Unied States. And they are mrgeting M usln comm unikes
armund the wortd. Num emus hdviduals have been anested across the country for
pbtinhg attacks orattem pting to pih SIL h Syra and rag. Twomen
apparently nhspied by IS IL opened firr h G arbnd, Texas. And because ofour
success overthe years h in proving ourhom ekbnd securiy, weve m ade tharder
ortenorsts o canry out hrge-scak attacks ke 9/11 here athom e.

Butthe thrratofbne woles orsm allcells ofterorists s com pkex —
is harderto detectand hardert prevent. Is one ofthe m ostdifficult
chalenges thatwe face. And preventing these kinds ofattacks on Am erican soil
s gohg o requie sustahed effort.

So Ijstwantto repeat, the good new s s thatbecause ofexttacordnary
efforts rom Bw enforcem entas wellas ourm iltary ntelligence, we are donhg a
better Pb atpreventng any brge-scak attacks on the hom eland. On the other
hand, the sm all, hdvdualbne wolfattacks orsm allcells becom e harderto
detectand they becom e m ore sophisticated, usihg new technobges. And that
m eans thatwe e gong t© have t pick up ocurgam e t preventthese atacks.

s alko tue why, ulin atel, n orderforus to defeatteroristgroups
Jke B IL and alQ aeda i%s gonhg to alo requie us t© discreditther deobgy —
the tw isted thinkihg thatdraw s vulherabk peopk hto theirmanks. As T've said
before —and ITknow ourm iliary kaders agree —this broaderchalenge of
counterng vblentextrem ism i notsinply a m iltary effort. deobgEs are not
defeated w ith guns; they’re defeated by better deas —a m ore atractive and
m ore com pellng visbn.

So the Unied States w illcontinue to do ourpart, by working w ih parmers
© counter IS IL’s hatefulpropaganda, especilly onlne. W e’llconstantly
reaffim through words and deeds thatwe willneverbe atwarw ih Iskm . W e’re
fohtihg ternorists who distortIsbm and whose victin s are m ostly M uslin s. But
amund the world, we're also gonhg t© nsiston parmerng w ih M usln
comm unikes as they seek securty, prosperiy and the digniy thatthey deserve.
Andwe''s golhg to expectthose comm uniies t© step up n tem s ofpushing back
as har as they can, n conjinction w ih otherpeopk ofgoodw i, againstthese
hatefulideobgis n orderto discreditthem m ore eflectively, particubrly when
*tcomes to whatwe e teachihg young peopk.

And this Brgerbattke forhearts and m hds is goihg t© be a generatonal
stuggk. ks ulim ately notgoing to be won or bstby the Unied States
abne. &twillbe decided by the countries and the com m unites thatterorists
Ike B tamget. s gohg to be up t© M uslin comm unies, hclidihg schohrs
and ckrics, © keep rectng wamped hterprtatons ofIlshm , and t© protect
theirsons and daughters from rmcmim ent. kw illbe up t© allpeopk —
kaders and citizens —to regctthe sectaranism thatso offen fuel the
resentm ents and conflicts upon which ternorsts are curently thrving. Tw il
be up o govemm ents to address the politicaland econom i grievances that
ernorsts expbit.

Natbns thatem pow ercidzens to decide theirown destiny, thatuphold hum an
rghts oralltherpeopk, thathvestn education and crate opportunikes
fortheiryoung peopk —those can be powerfulantdotes o extrem st NPPD 008540



deobgiks. Those are the countres thatw il find a tue parner i the Unied
States.

Ih cbshg, Btm e note thatthis Fourth ofJuly we cekbrated 239 years of
Am erican hdependence. Acrossm ore than two centures, weve faced m uch byger,
much m ore orm dabk chalenges than this —C wilW ar, a G rratDepressibn,
fascism , comm unism , bk naturmldisasters, 9/11. And every tin e, every
genemtion, ournaton has risen t© the m om ent. W e don’tsin ply endure;we
em erge strongerthan before. And thatw illbe the case here.

Ourm issbn o destroy ISTL and t© keep ourcountry safe w illbe difficut.
Ewilliake tine. There willbe setbacks as wellas progress. Butas President
and Comm ander-n-Chef, Iwantto say to allourm en and wom en h uniform who ar
sewihg 1 this operaton —ourpibts, the crew s on the ground, ourpersonnel
notonly on the ground butatsea, our ntelligence team s and ourdibbm atic
feam s —Iwantt thank you. W e are proud ofyou, and you have my total
confdence thatyou’re gong to succeed.

To the Am erican peopk, Iwantt say we w illconthue to be vigibnt. W e
w illpersevere. And jistas we have form ore than two centures, we will
ultin ately prevail

Thank you very m uch, everybody. And thanks to the team up on the stage here
wih m e —theyre dohhg an outstandig pb.

Q Take a queston?
THE PRESIDDENT: You know what, Iw illtake a question. G o ahead.

Q Every serwicem em berwho i listenihg to you today, M r. Presdent; is
wonderng, are you gohng o veto the defense bills thatare goihg to payme?
W hatis your htestthinking on that? Because we Ve heard secondhand through
statem ents ofpolicy thatyouradvisors would threaten a veto. W hatls yourtake,
s¥? W ould you veto the appropriatons bills?

THE PRESDENT: Ourmen andwom en are gohg to getpaid. And ifyou’llnote
thatTve now been Presidentforsix and a halfyears and we Ve had som e
wranglng w ith Congress 1 the past—oursericem em bers haven tm issed a
paycheck.

Butwhatis also In porantn tem s ofourbudgetis m akihg sure thatwe ar
notshortchangng allthe ekm ents ofAm erican powerthatalbw us to secure the
naton and o progctourpowerarmund the world. So whatwe s notgong to do
Is o accepta budgetthatshortchanges our bngtem requiem ents fornew
technobgkes, orradhess. W e’ notgong to eatourseed com by devotng
o m uch m oney on things we don tneed now and mbbihg ourse¥ves ofthe capaciy
o make sure thatwe e prepard Prittur threats.

Tve worked very cbsely w ih the Chaim an and the m em bers ofthe Jont
Chefs ofSaffto devebp a budgetthatis ralistic and thatboks outito the
future and says this s how we''= gonng t© handk any possbk contihgency. And
we cantdo thatifwe Ve gota budgetthatshortchanges vialoperatons and
conthues to fund thihgs thatare notnecessary.

W e alo have t© r=m nd ourselves thatthe rason we have the bestm iliary
I the word is, fistand forem ost, because we Ve gotthe besttroops
history. Butis also because we Ve gota strong econom y, and we Ve gota welk NPPD 008541



educated popubton. And we Ve gotan hcredbE research opermton and
uniersiies thatalbw us to create new products thatthen can be tanskted
hto ourm iltary superbriy around the world. W e shortzchange those,we'e
gohg to be kss secure.

So the way we have t bok atthis budgetis to rrcognize that;A,we cant
think shorttem ,we Ve gotto think bng tem ;and B, partofournational
securiy s m akihg sure thatwe contihue t have a sttong econom y and thatwe
conthue to m ake the nvestm ents thatwe need n things lke education and
research thatare gong to be vimalforus t© be successfilbng tem .

Q AsanAmyreserwist, In curbus to know ifyou have any phns to send
anym ore Am erican troops overseas rghtnow , any addibnalforces.

THE PRESDENT: There are no currentplhns to do so. Thats notsom ething
thatwe curently discussed. IVve always sad thatIln goihg to do what’s
necessary o protectthe hom elnd.

One ofthe princibks thatwe allagree on, though, and Iprssed foks
pretty hard because 1 these conversatons w ith m ym iltary advisors Iwantto
m ake sure In gettihg bluntand unadulered [sic] uncensored advice. Butin
every one ofthe conversatons thatwe Ve had, the strong consensus is thatn
orerforus © succeed bng-em n this fghtaganhstSIL we have ©© devebp
bcalsecuriy forces thatcan sustah progress.

Eis notenough forus to sin ply send 1 Am erican troops t© tem porarly set
back organizations lke ISIL, butto then, as soon as we kave, see thatvod
filed once agan w ih extrem sts. £ is gohg o be vialforus to m ake sure
thatwe are preparng the kinds of bcalground forces and security orces w ih
ourparmers thatcan notonly succeed aganstS IL, butthen susah 1 tem s of
security and I tem s ofgovemance.

Because ffwe try t© do everythihg ourselves allacross the M ddEke East, all
across North A frica, we Mbe phynhg W hack-a-M ok and therre willbe a whok bt

ofunihtended consequences thatulin ately m ake us kss secure.

Allrght? Thank you. Iddn’teven phn to do this. Laughter.) You
guys gottwo bonus questions.

Thank you.

END 428PM.EDT
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