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THE ~SSUE 

Despite efforts to counter violent extremism, the threat continues to evolve within our borders. 

Al 

/SIL messaging likely influenced a I 7-year old student to 
create, produce, and disseminate violent extremist 
messaging via sooal media to radicalize other youth to 
violence The youth connected with violent extremists 
and like-minded aspirants to distribute /SIL messaging to 
a network of friends and followers on multiple sooal 
media accounts 

facilitate intervention activities due to their daily interactions with students. These interactions 
allow for observing and assessing concerning behaviors and communications-students 

embracing extremist ideologies and progressing on a trajectory toward violence. 
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Educatin b · . g, uilding skills a d . . 
well-being are essential ~o~ assisting students with develo . 
acts. These preventative me ponents_ to_ preventing violent epmg strong social and emotional 

of rad ica I izatio n or recruit m: ~~ ~e~ b~' ~'"is h the Ii ke Ii hood o~~~:~I ~band other types of vio I e nt 
OUR SOLU or violent extremists ecoming potential nodes 

TION . 
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FORMS OF VIOLENT EXTREMISM 

or groups attempting to advance social or political beliefs through force or violence and in 
violation of federal law. The FBI recognizes several domestic violent extremism movements, 
including but not limited to white supremacists, animal rights and eco-terrorists, and anti­
government or radical separatist groups. There is no specific crime of domestic terrorism, but 
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rather the individuals or groups are investigated based on a specific criminal violation. 
Violations include hate-based activities, weapons violations, or possessing a destructive device. 

As some adults embrace domestic violent extremist ideologies, their beliefs can permeate 
family norms, oftentimes influencing their children. This dynamic fosters biases leading to 
hatred and intolerance, and drives the need for action. 

commit violent acts consistent with the gang's behavior and feels less personal 
responsibility. This separation from one's self results in less accountability and reduced 
self-awareness, and therefore, manifests in instances of deviant behavior. 
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from familial, socioeconomic, educational experiences, or ideological factors, often 
resulting in criminal deviant behavior. Once exposed to dysfunctional norms, the child 
begins to exhibit behavior that is contrary to social expectations. 

associative risks within schools from ing, sexual harassment, and 
developmental issues that can result in violence, including suicide or targeting others. 

High schools are comprised of students in each adolescent developmental period creating a 
unique dynamic. High schools might be at greater risk and students may be more susceptible to 
embracing violent extremist ideologies, joining extremist organizations, or self radicalizing, if 
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they are unable to withstand the many influential factors and daily stressors in their lives. This 
dynamic also presents unique challenges for our educators-recognizing and understanding the 
underlying catalysts to violent extremist behaviors and designing grass roots initiatives to help 
students resist the temptations and lure of extremist organizations. 
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extremism as 
is dynamic 



Un~~c?untable or unobserved space provides aw· 
act1v1t1es contrary to their family norms or d . in~ow of o~portunity for students engaging in 

es1res, t us creating additional vulnerabilities and 
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media and seek immediate connections or gratification. This change in inter-personal 
communications often replaces normal face-to-face interactions. The need for connectivity, 
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Violent extremist recruiters often encourage their followers to transition their means of 
communication from open social media platforms to encrypted chat rooms-transitioning from 
overt lines of communication to covert, encrypted 
chats, facilitating extremism discussions and hindering 
law enforcement's ability to obtain electronic 

y 
e 
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These online magazines serve as reference documents outlining possible targets, summarizing 
protocols for weapons acquisition, and serving as a how-to guide for bomb-making capabilities. 

are assessi 
recruitment o 
might be supper 

Chicago suggests online gaming pr 
interactions, develops expressive skills, aids 
strategy formulation, and promotes planning in a simulated environment. The gaming 
environment facilitates social connections by strangers sharing common interests. Online 
gaming can also teach rudimentary warfare protocols, rules of engagement, and other military 
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actions, which can be applied to real-life scenarios such as conducting an act of targeted 
violence. 

CONCERNING BEHAVIOR 

paramount to educators who rely on re 
communications to initiate the disengagement process intended to direct students down a less 
destructive path. 

{. .. ··~if..>1'(?.1:1t (?.x:fr(~rrn~~t~~ <:J~~> t1f . ..>t §/~t.lt"(? t.~ <~~j.·~t)f<::ftl~~ .f,.>s· .. <::n~i~t:f..~~ 'll1i..?Ji rt11f1l1l I.'(~ §f.?lf( ... r(l"f.i.lf..'t'#:~~~-i..~t.i ii..?il .. ,.. .. 

~~ti.:"'lir!t~~i..:t t):r1{:t" ft~~ /f .... {?.>:.'t.?f..""~:itir!~"j: 
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Radicalization is defined as the process by which individuals come to believe that engagement 
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Leakage applies to today's violent extremism environment, particularly through discovery-the 
uncovering of posted electronic messages, pictures, or 
videos on social media platforms that are of a violent 
nature or support violent extremist ideologies. Discovery 
can also take the form of written or verbal communications 

The actions of violent extremists result in multiple outcomes such as abuse, injury, death, or 
incarceration. 

For example, American youth traveled to conflict zones where education is no longer needed 
but instead received lessons in violent extremism and military training that includes proficiency 
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with AK-47s. Science, history, art, and sports are considered incompatible with the pursuit of 
the extremists' cause. The indoctrination of youth is essential to sustaining violent agendas, and 
requires youth to disavow and disregard their parent's wishes. When allowed to pledge support 
or conduct horrific acts on behalf of violent extremist organizations, it controls our youth and 
their beliefs for years to come. 

violent extremism-sp 

Intervention strategies th 
specific concerning behavior sho 
can most appropriately respond to the students 
perceived grievance. The response should leverage the 
strengths of governments, community organizations, 
social service agencies, and other professionals to provide what is commonly referred to as an 
"Off-Ramp". 
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The goals of intervention are fourfold: 

:~... Faci!!tatt~ a studt~nt··s d!st-::ngagt::rnt::nt fro!T1 a vio!i~nt tr.a;t~ctory.: 
~- Faci!itatt:· a ~;tudt:·nt"s d!st:·ngag~~rll~~nt fron1 {:.: \:-io!t~nt idt:·oiogv.: 

Jo'~ i\s~:ist vv!th tht:- studt::-1t"s soc~ai and t:-rnot!on~3! \:vt:-!!-bt:·!:-1g so tht:v are bt:·tt£.~r-t:qu!pped to 
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If a student continues on a trajectory to violence, the one remaining option is a law 
enforcement disruption. Violent extremists commit a wide 
array of criminal violations that occur when those with 

Many times, fellow students or educators observe behaviors or are privy to another student's 
communications and commitment to a violent ideology that may be indicative of future 
intentions. Students likely feel awkward, reluctant, or fearful discussing a fellow student and 
their beliefs. Educators may be reluctant to notify law enforcement of a student's exhibited 
behaviors for fear of a law enforcement action. Overcoming these obstacles requires 
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establishing life lines between students, educators, and local communities, allowing for 
communication of information without fear of reprisal or becoming a target of fellow students. 
These relational life lines initiate disengagement while promoting awareness of an emerging 
threat within the school district. Students and educators are encouraged to convey their 
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The following com . includ· . munity partn I ing the initiation of. ers roles facilitated. interventions: isengagement acti .t. . v1 ies within h. 

Community R I igh schools, 

o es In Disengagement 

School 
behavior 
to alert the 
process. 
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TARGETED VIO~sion Points 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM IN SCHOOLS 

The following list of recommendations assists high schools with establishing collaborative 
partnerships within their local communities. 

maintain an inventory o 
social services, and state/local/triba w 
network. These collaborative partnerships will aid high schools during a time of need 
and will eventually staff local intervention programs. 
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Families are the first line of defense in keeping youth safe from violent extremism. High 
schools should develop outreach and engagement programs that educate families about 

engage in other activities. 
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High school alumni are positive role models for imparting affirmative messaging to the 
student body. These role models can discuss their concerns while in high school and 
impart best practices for coping with the daily stressors from high school while 
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