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The Role of Fusion Centers in Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) 

Overvie\\' 
The threat posed by violent extremism is neither constrained by international borders nor limited to any single 
ideology. To counter violent extremism, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is \vorking with a broad 
range of partners, including state and major urban area fusion centers. As analytic hubs, fusion centers arc uniquely 
situated to empov.,rcr frontlinc personnel to understand the local i1nplications of national intelligence by providing 
tailored local context to national threat infor1nation; helping frontline personnel understand terrorist and cri1ninal 
threats they could encounter in the field. For fusion centers to engage inefl'ective infom1ation sharing, they also 
protect the privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties by cn1powcring frontlinc personnel to differentiate between 
behaviors and indicators that n1ay be associated \Vith violent cxtrcmis1n and constitutionally protected behavior. 
Fusion centers play a crucial role in C'.VE by providing grassroots intelligence, analytic, and information sharing 
capabilities within the state and local environtnent to help identify and mitigate threats. 

Role of Fusion Centers 
Fusion centers play an important role in CVE efforts through their normal day-to-day operations, including gathering, 
analyzing, and sharing threat intOnnation. The Departn1ent is continuing to support fusion centers as they share 
infonnation to support their law cnforccn1cnt, public safety, and private sector partners' efforts to counter violent 
cxtrc1nis1n, including: 

• Building grassroots intelligence and analytic capabilities \Vithin the state and local environ111ent so state and local 
partners can understand the local itnplications of national intelligence and providing tailored local context to 
national threat infor1nation. 

• Based upon these analytic efforts, providing state and local partners with timely, relevant, and accurate threat 
analysis, incorporating: 

c: Trends or patterns in critninal and terrorist activities. 
c: Identified vulnerabilities \Vithin a jurisdiction. 
" Indicators and warnings indicative of terrorism or violent crime. 
" Ho\v to report suspicious activities to the proper law enforcement authorities. 
c: Rccomn1cndations for protective 111casurcs, preventive actions, or other threat 111itigation activities. 

• Sharing infor111ation '""ith state and local decision n1akcrs to assist in the prioritization of resources to mitigate 
known threats. 

• Sharing information with local partners to help inform frontline personnel in their com111unity engage1nent efforts, 
including raising awareness of potential threats in their con11nunitics. 

• Incorporating local la\\1 enforcement inforn1ation in their analytic efforts, resulting in bcttcr-inforn1cd, relevant, 
and actionable products. 

• Educating and infon11ing state and local partners on behaviors and indicators of potential threats, \Vhile ensuring 
the protection of the privacy, civ·il rights, and civil liberties of individuals and constitutionally protected activ·itics. 

• Leveraging Fusion Liaison Officer (FLO) programs to facilitate the exchange of information bct\\.'Ccn fusion 
centers and their stakeholders, as FLO programs represent a valuable approach to building partnerships between 
h.tsion centers and local co111m11nity-policing efforts. 

For More Information 
For more infOrmation on fusion centers, please visit http://v·i\V\v.dhs.gov/f"usioncenters, and fOr more infOrmation on 
DHS's approach to countering violent extremism, please visit http://v,'\V\v.dhs.gov/cve. 
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Background on CVE 
DI IS 's efforts to counter violent cxtrcn1isn1 arc threefold: 

• Better understand the phenomenon of violent extremism, and assess the threat it poses to the nation as a \vhole 
and within specific comn1unities. 

• Bolster efforts to address the dynamics of violent extremism and strengthen relationships with com1nunitics as 
they play a vital role in countering violent extre1nis1n. 

• Expand support for information-dri\'en, community-oriented policing efforts that have proved cffcctiv'c in 
preventing violent crime across the nation. 

Support for Locally Based Approaches 
In accordance with the E111poH:ering f,oca/ Partners to Prevenl Violent Extre111ism in the L.lniletf !)'tales, the U.S. 
government has increased its support for locally focused, com1nunity-bascd approaches to countering violent 
extremism across three broad areas: 

• Enhancing Engagement With and Support to Local Communities: Our ain1s in engaging with co1n1nunitics to 
discuss violent extremism arc to (I) share sound, 1ncaningful, and timely infor1nation about the threat of 
radicalization to violence with a wide range of groups and organizations; (2) respond to concerns about 
govem111ent policies and actions; and (3) better understand ho\V we can effectively support co1nmunity-based 
solutions. 

• Building Government and La\v Enforcement Expertise: We 1nust be vigilant in identifying, predicting, and 
preempting ne\v threats of violent extre1nis111. This necessitates ongoing research and analysis, as well as 
exchanges with individuals, comn1unitics, and gov'cn1n1cnt officials who work on the front lines to counter the 
threats \Ve face. We arc also building robust progra1ns to train frontlinc personnel on the identification of 
behaviors that are potentially indicative of terrorist or other criminal activity, raise public a\vareness of indicators 
ofterroris1n and violent cri1ne, and emphasize the importance of reporting suspicious activity to the proper la\V 
cnforccn1cnt authorities. Furthcrn1orc, we 1nust ensure that con1munitics, the govcn11ncnt. and law cnforcc1ncnt 
receive accurate, intclligcncc-bascd infor1nation about the dynamics of violent cxtrcmis1n. Misinforn1ation about 
threats, coupled \Vith poor training, can harm our security by providing our stakeholders with inaccurate 
information and creating tensions within com111unities. 

• Countering \ 1iolent Extremist Propaganda While Promoting Our Ideals: We \\.'ill aggressively counter 
violent extremist ideologies including on the Internet by educating and empowering co1nmunities and 
pro111oting our ideals. 

Page 2 of 2 



DHS-001-425-002656

Page 1 of 2 

VV1thheld pursuant to exemption 

(b)(5) 

of the Freedom of Information and Privacy Ad 



DHS-001-425-002657

Page 2 of 2 

VV1thheld pursuant to exemption 

(b)(5) 

of the Freedom of Information and Privacy Ad 



DHS-001-425-002658

Page 1 of 2 

VV1thheld pursuant to exemption 

(b)(5) 

of the Freedom of Information and Privacy Ad 



DHS-001-425-002659

Page 2 of 2 

VV1thheld pursuant to exemption 

(b)(5) 

of the Freedom of Information and Privacy Ad 



DHS-001-425-002660

The Role of Fusion Centers in Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) 

Overvie\\' 
The threat posed by violent extremism is neither constrained by international borders nor limited to any single 
ideology. To counter violent extremism, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is \vorking with a broad 
range of partners, including state and major urban area fusion centers. As analytic hubs, fusion centers arc uniquely 
situated to empov.,rcr frontlinc personnel to understand the local i1nplications of national intelligence by providing 
tailored local context to national threat infor1nation; helping frontline personnel understand terrorist and cri1ninal 
threats they could encounter in the field. For fusion centers to engage inefl'ective infom1ation sharing, they also 
protect the privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties by cn1powcring frontlinc personnel to differentiate between 
behaviors and indicators that n1ay be associated \Vith violent cxtrcmis1n and constitutionally protected behavior. 
Fusion centers play a crucial role in C'.VE by providing grassroots intelligence, analytic, and information sharing 
capabilities within the state and local environtnent to help identify and mitigate threats. 

Role of Fusion Centers 
Fusion centers play an important role in CVE efforts through their normal day-to-day operations, including gathering, 
analyzing, and sharing threat intOnnation. The Departn1ent is continuing to support fusion centers as they share 
infonnation to support their law cnforccn1cnt, public safety, and private sector partners' efforts to counter violent 
cxtrc1nis1n, including: 

• Building grassroots intelligence and analytic capabilities \Vithin the state and local environ111ent so state and local 
partners can understand the local itnplications of national intelligence and providing tailored local context to 
national threat infor1nation. 

• Based upon these analytic efforts, providing state and local partners with timely, relevant, and accurate threat 
analysis, incorporating: 

c: Trends or patterns in critninal and terrorist activities. 
c: Identified vulnerabilities \Vithin a jurisdiction. 
" Indicators and warnings indicative of terrorism or violent crime. 
" Ho\v to report suspicious activities to the proper law enforcement authorities. 
c: Rccomn1cndations for protective 111casurcs, preventive actions, or other threat 111itigation activities. 

• Sharing infor111ation '""ith state and local decision n1akcrs to assist in the prioritization of resources to mitigate 
known threats. 

• Sharing information with local partners to help inform frontline personnel in their com111unity engage1nent efforts, 
including raising awareness of potential threats in their con11nunitics. 

• Incorporating local la\\1 enforcement inforn1ation in their analytic efforts, resulting in bcttcr-inforn1cd, relevant, 
and actionable products. 

• Educating and infon11ing state and local partners on behaviors and indicators of potential threats, \Vhile ensuring 
the protection of the privacy, civ·il rights, and civil liberties of individuals and constitutionally protected activ·itics. 

• Leveraging Fusion Liaison Officer (FLO) programs to facilitate the exchange of information bct\\.'Ccn fusion 
centers and their stakeholders, as FLO programs represent a valuable approach to building partnerships between 
h.tsion centers and local co111m11nity-policing efforts. 

For More Information 
For more infOrmation on fusion centers, please visit http://v·i\V\v.dhs.gov/f"usioncenters, and fOr more infOrmation on 
DHS's approach to countering violent extremism, please visit http://v,'\V\v.dhs.gov/cve. 
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Background on CVE 
DI IS 's efforts to counter violent cxtrcn1isn1 arc threefold: 

• Better understand the phenomenon of violent extremism, and assess the threat it poses to the nation as a \vhole 
and within specific comn1unities. 

• Bolster efforts to address the dynamics of violent extremism and strengthen relationships with com1nunitics as 
they play a vital role in countering violent extre1nis1n. 

• Expand support for information-dri\'en, community-oriented policing efforts that have proved cffcctiv'c in 
preventing violent crime across the nation. 

Support for Locally Based Approaches 
In accordance with the E111poH:ering f,oca/ Partners to Prevenl Violent Extre111ism in the L.lniletf !)'tales, the U.S. 
government has increased its support for locally focused, com1nunity-bascd approaches to countering violent 
extremism across three broad areas: 

• Enhancing Engagement With and Support to Local Communities: Our ain1s in engaging with co1n1nunitics to 
discuss violent extremism arc to (I) share sound, 1ncaningful, and timely infor1nation about the threat of 
radicalization to violence with a wide range of groups and organizations; (2) respond to concerns about 
govem111ent policies and actions; and (3) better understand ho\V we can effectively support co1nmunity-based 
solutions. 

• Building Government and La\v Enforcement Expertise: We 1nust be vigilant in identifying, predicting, and 
preempting ne\v threats of violent extre1nis111. This necessitates ongoing research and analysis, as well as 
exchanges with individuals, comn1unitics, and gov'cn1n1cnt officials who work on the front lines to counter the 
threats \Ve face. We arc also building robust progra1ns to train frontlinc personnel on the identification of 
behaviors that are potentially indicative of terrorist or other criminal activity, raise public a\vareness of indicators 
ofterroris1n and violent cri1ne, and emphasize the importance of reporting suspicious activity to the proper la\V 
cnforccn1cnt authorities. Furthcrn1orc, we 1nust ensure that con1munitics, the govcn11ncnt. and law cnforcc1ncnt 
receive accurate, intclligcncc-bascd infor1nation about the dynamics of violent cxtrcmis1n. Misinforn1ation about 
threats, coupled \Vith poor training, can harm our security by providing our stakeholders with inaccurate 
information and creating tensions within com111unities. 

• Countering \ 1iolent Extremist Propaganda While Promoting Our Ideals: We \\.'ill aggressively counter 
violent extremist ideologies including on the Internet by educating and empowering co1nmunities and 
pro111oting our ideals. 
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