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To assist law enforcement agencies in the greater Sahel utilize forensics in investigations related 
to violent extremists. Forensic evidence has potential in the investigation of bombings, 
kidnappings, fraudulent travel documents, and any other terrorism-related crimes. Critical to 
these investigations is the full exploitation of evidence through coordination across multiple 
disciplines such as fingerprints, DNA, chemistry, ballistics, questioned documents and digital 
evidence. Equally as important, results must be presented in court and found credible for 
maximum effectiveness. With the developing nature of forensics in the region, assisting our 
partners produce reliable forensic evidence will be critical in prosecuting terrorism cases. Given 
the transnational nature of the crimes and the possibility of evidence being utilized across 
jurisdictions, the ability to demonstrate the reliability of evidence through the use of international 
best practices is even more important. 

Description of Program Proposed: 

Unlike the United States, the forensic capacity of the countries in the region is still developing 
and little international assistance is being provided to many of the forensic laboratories. 
Countries in the region have begun to demonstrate interest in forensics and plan for the creation 
of national forensic databases. This one year project will serve as a pilot project for the region 
and focus initially on developing capacity in Mali while also promoting regional cooperation. 
The Mali National Police recently created a new section called the Scientific Police with the 
hopes of creating a working forensic laboratory. A main motivation in particular is the creation 
of a national fingerprint database. The section has lofty aspirations concerning organization, but 
initially needs formally trained staff and basic laboratory equipment to start. The project will 
have the following objectives: 1) improve the ability of Malian forensic laboratories to produce 
reliable forensic evidence in terrorism-related investigations, and 2) increase cooperation 
between regional forensic professionals. To achieve the first objective, ICITAP will deploy an 
intermittent senior forensic advisor (SF A) to work with the Malian forensic laboratories 
conducting terrorism related investigations. The SF A will assist the Malian laboratories adopt 
international standards and best practices relating to the analysis of physical evidence. Additional 
TDY subject matter experts (SMEs) in specific forensic disciplines such as latent prints, biology, 
and explosive analysis will supplement the SFA in providing training. ICITAP will utilize U.S. 
Government (USG) forensic experts whenever possible for TDY training assignments to build 
law enforcement to law enforcement relationships and trust. The training will be a combination 
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