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THE POLITICAIL SCENE

THE PREDATOR WAR
Wkint are therisks of the QLA s covert droneprogram?
DY JANE MAYER

yix Avgase Sthy ofticiatong the Conral

Irtelligerice Agency, in Langley,
Vigginio, watched 2 five video feed sefay-
inp; lostap J'aotnj,r: of orie of the most
winied tevrorists: i Pikistan. Baitdllah
Mebsud, the leader of the “T'fibwiv i P
Kfstan, could e seon.reetinifig on the

| toohup of his fher-in-law's ouse, b

Zanpghaa, 2 Hamle n South Waaitistan,
Tt wag 2 Ko suminer sight, aid hewas
Jomied pursiirby his wife and Hisoele,

u-miedicy at one potat the remgrkably
crisp diriajres shiowed thie Mebsud, who

-suffered fron: dialzeu.s and » Kidney dil-

it inttvenous drip.
ing eapred’ by the
ﬂl’h'uinmr dione, a re-

‘motely contrnfled, unmanncd plane that 'lnflA]
Tadtrerhovering, underseted wip miles  THe'fh
oriso dbave the house. Paldsmn's Imtetior 4
“Niinister; A Rebwnan Malik, tld mé re-

cently thist Mchsud was resting on his
brick Miadik, wsifig his batids tomake 3
pletire Fraie; oxplimed thae the Preda-

“tov's tarpeters vould see Mchsud's entire
body, mr)ustﬁxctvpof'}m head. *Trwyas

a perfect.picture,” Malik; who wawched
the videotupe arer, said, “We vsed tosee
James Bond muovies where i nlleed into
bis shos or hiswaech, We'thooght it was

- fairytule. Bu this was fact™ Tha imape

Torained jost as stable wheh the CLAL
oy launched two Heilfice missiles
from the Predaror. Authorities watched
thie: fieey; blast irureal tienes After-the dost
dloud dissipated, all that cemined of

‘Mehsid was 3 detiched torso. Elewen

otliersied his wife; his fiuthes=in-lnw, his

_ mcth;:r-in baw,.o licuitcnaie, and siven

edhs.

?ak;stanr s government: mnsl&utzd
Mehsod ftop enemy, helding him e
spbisiale for thevast oty of ¥ reeent
terroriss wttacks inside the countey, in-

-cloding die assssinuion of e Pme.
| Miniiter Bemazie Bhutte; in Iecember;
2007, i the berdbing, Tast Septeaiber,.
| ofthe Marior Howl mlﬁ]mm‘{xid,\«}ud:

Hillednordthan Ty paople, Mehsud was.

alst thought to have-helpd bis Afghan
confiderates anack Amesion and. coali-
tion troops across the border, Roger
Citissey, nformer countenerrism official
o thie National Secarity Councdl, wha is

oW prcknes e Good Tlabin, dchisult-

ing Biren, vl e, *Mehsud was sormeone
ot vt and Prkisimn were happy to s
#0-up.in smoke.” Indeed, these was no
vonroversy wheh, 3 fie &nﬁ after the
Jissile strike, CHN reporced that Presi-
slent Barcle Obima had audhostend i,
Higwever, at ahout the sae time,
thetewas widespreadangerafier thiv Hall
Street Journal vevenled that thting-the
Bush Administrarion the C1A bhad con-

,adﬂﬁdmauguph}tmids TOrApIETY

Qucitaoperaives around theworld,
v it when the Time reported
t thitthe (LLA. hed timed to o p:mw
Woitractor tohelp with Bisbiphly st
tive operation; the controversial fim
Blackwarer, siow kntwi 288 Serviens.
Mentbers of the Senare and Honse Initel-
ligénes gornmittecs: derrnded irvistiga-

Hons of the program, which, they said,

-l been hiddenfrom then. Al many,
Tegil experts arguedthat; hadthe prograrm
Beeoim Rilly epmuonal it weald hinve
vitlated; a1976 et ke, e by;
President Geialed R, Tord, banbityr Amér-

Seniy dntellipence forats froin eogaping in
assIrRinn.

Miva: Bhatish, a humas-nighes lawyer
at the New Verk Tnivessity Bchion] of
Law, vt sryucds by the Inconsistenty of
the pubiu:*‘s sesponses, “Wo got s upset.
whewt o tarpered-filling program thdt
didr’t happien,” she told me. “But the
drone- program seists " She said of e
Pridnor program, “Thescarm tanpard i
srevtionsl] Lilkinges by the st The firgs
A, as.rth:tppcns,sﬂw UL privat con-
wczars for 1 vadetyof taks, including
iix:cimm:s, Emp[wc?s{a!&*&n-

SThes o e siferaft; Vi Dbvill,a former
CLA. liveyer, who new teaches ot the
LS. Ml Acadeny, 11 Annapolis, el
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T "I’w;ﬂc;m; akor zmmmmﬁ;ﬁﬂbju
witha Predatarsaikié thagkills oty peo-
ple-than with n-tbroat-slitting, thar ills

s et laltiog”

programs, The militarys

whn:h‘::,pubbdj ackin
in the secopmiged war aonusof i
san g lﬂq,ﬂn&m@mmmxﬁ of LIS

woopsstatinned] there: Assoch, it ivan -
tension of porvidtions}
€1 As programls whped acterfor suse

all the key personnsl, Thic progiam is

CL'LSSlﬁl.fd a5 covert, and the. ifelligénes

geocy dedines to prnideany informa-

é hon to the public aboutwhere it operates,

ﬁ higw jusclocts turgets,whi in in chaggeyoe
o imany peopls fave been killed.

e By s, Yeoeihinabind killing

e LS. povernment fons Do émm-. precise
i e CLA. s joingd the I’ai_snnﬂ

“tagscs, whi et
arfare. Fhe.

precwarcund the wiarld, ineluding i conpy- -
aeies wheee ULS: troapsiae not based, 1t
wasinstiedt by che Bushe dministarion.
andh, am:rdu}; toJunn Zewase, 3 cousiier-:
teprariss adiiser i thi Bush White

House, Obama has eft in place vieually. - il Tikly affifared with Al Qued,

Nmfﬂm!as,.mmg{r@ 2t strikes.-

in Polistaneisige dery Tow deiys. Siich

. stories e often-secondhand and'diffieult
ey confizen, ds:the. Pabdstani poverniment -

el e enilitary te1ed o wall ofF the.
mb@lmfmmpnm\]mBm v ifa
sccount i elugive, the outlines s

inligesicee

peig T ‘emdicaty focal-aad ibrmgn il
Lt} m(ugi. i sorne of

the mest Inscressible pirts of the samitry.
g hisrtwi CI A, it stikes of tho
Dbanm Admmlmauen ook place on

the bming of Fanuary 287d—the Pros-
- jdeers ehivd day i of;’y
Jeveasglpay thar e minmings bomb--

. Withiu hours,

I i Paldstan, had Killean estimared

twventy people. Insote strike, fjor A,

Bucin the seeomd. smL:: u dmm

s th moﬂr\‘anp, i &mﬂx Wi
st Killad th mitial Jeag-

erfs-enfive-Farnily, inefuding three:chil=

offi ackny ntof eithierstrike,
L Bombatdneris
: l‘saw. cauﬁmmd'ﬁ.t wrapid gracs, Aicoord-

nfgted ymmmpm& sty the Niw

: Si‘mﬂys :il.lﬂ'lm's Tewr Bcrbn.n and Kath-

'du_n ong of : thcm fve years old, In
with RS pisicy thre was vio

Ameticn Foundation, the symber of
drone serikes biis sjson drpaticalipsinee
Ohbama became President; Dioving ks
fiestarine anil ahalf snoithy in offide, e
bas nphyieed s ey 1AL acrlibag-
nucksin Paldstan. MGm:gc W, Bushdid
ini.his Brel three yedis in pific. The

eritig Ti:dcmnnn, weporiphak the Obama
Administratlon has sanctioncd st lease
Torty-ofie CuLA. fiissle steikes i Paki-
st since fakiog office—a mte of ap-
promicately oue hoimbing awiek. 8o far
this yeir, varions estinutes suggust, dhe
CLA, avefilliad berween three
: il winrpesi anid v bt
dugt and thirg-cight poople. Crids iy
thaemanyiof thevicimshave beendnne-
centbystanders dncluding children.

Tn the la.st week of Seprembty alone,

m:macwm, DOTEREN P58, 2000 B
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“Hy works and playswell with others.

*

there were seportedly four suchanacls—

thres of them i ons twemy—fhuxuhour

+ pediads At any-given.moment,a former

Wiitte Flbisse entintertcomriam dffiial
-says; the C.EAL bas multiple droesflytng

e Palsisinn, seeutang for tarpeis. A

gording to'the offickl, “there are sp many
drones? ity the ait. thaeaypodiens have
cniptedovirwhich remote ppestiors.can

 elain which targzts, provoiang com

satidid-eontiol

Gengral Atormcs “Asvonautical Sys-
wins; the defenss contragtay that msriu-
Fammt:sth: Pmdatcmnd ity mare lu:rn] ¥

e -’ﬂcct Lids grown from sorhe
nes ity 2001 to <itady twe hux-
reddiabic CULAL will ripr divalpge hois
1y donesit operates: Thie govemment
1% T eoimssion tundrds woss, m—
chiiling oy generations of tay, “nand®

_.mnes, whxcla A ﬂy after theif preyelike

B TFGE HEw ORKER, OUTOREN 26, 2009

"] usertia farest technglogy
.dlmlmm N Qaeda leaders wiel their al-

-

akitler e thrngh 4 Gpatkwindow.
With-prliic disenchaftment: mouni--

ingreerthe S-Wpdqﬁoyﬁmfmﬁfh

ghanistuy, nnl-the Clvrese Adiminkstia

tor divided overwhether v estaline the

Artigrican filitary firescrice ¥acr, many

‘e Wadhinyeton suppost an even grencr

reliancy.on Prtdator saikes. In this view,
the U8, cather than teying 1o stubilize
Afehamipan hy wagmg A counter-insar-
genty opesition agrainst Taliban forecs,
shield foxiis prirely gin conicrcironism,
Sl.lfg‘tﬂﬂly

;mlamn inthe Washmgton}hy "I\irnc'lll

G Gt of Adghanistan,” arguingthat
"Amleriez. shignld di-only what can'be
dane: Trom offshore, using miciigence,

drones, eéitis iggiles, 2 arikes and,
small, petent Spcnal Furces units, con-
centitlig oo the pamons 1,500=rile boy--

dex with Pikisou, n.nurion thar aetually
ot i’iw?xﬁdw&}csﬁp}lﬁmknm
portedly Hol '

Hseasy taiinglerstaind thic np}ml,ofa
“push-button” mpproschive fipht

e, but thie-erabdice o6 the Prei f7

prograin has ceomred itk rcmwicabb

Tl pub'htwﬁn, ghucathat itrepre-

sents ¢ sadieally new and geogrphicaliy
unbtimiled uge of éuu:—saﬁonnd Jethat
fon:c. And, brosuse of the TLA, pro=

- grrands-socrecy, there is no vislbls systien

of avconntabilityhs plics; despites the ey
that the ageney has kafied tany civifians
ingidea politically frvigile, nucherammed
country with w?nch the LS Ay vt atanar,
Should somesting go wrong in the
Clak pmgmn»—%m tionth, the Kir
Foree Tosvcontrd! of & drone.and had o
shoortrdovp over Afghanistan-—its uo-
clearvdit the cansedmences would be;
The, Paedlators bni the CLA. grogram
are *flown” by, civillios, both Intedligenice
officets wnd privane coritracsors, Accord-
ing to a-formier countemérenrism offi-
cial, the conpratrors e “seasoned: pro-
'fcssmnals—uftcn rerired silitary and
mxclhg:nsc officiale” {The. intelligence
AgERGY SUsHTEs a Semifitint portiorn o
’its’wozk.) Within the GiLAL, congiol of
:mnmmudwh:dcs s split arnong sev-
Onz set of pilors and operatoss
wistles sbroad, near Bidden airficlds in A
ghmmnmdPame, hzndhngmkmﬂi

thie: Fomxm mmtzstcmm nﬁiml said,
the oom? ilsare dlertiopically “shewed
over” tansarnf rechback- opcTtors,” in
Lasigley: Uding japsticks rhear reseimble
videorgume contiols, the reachback oper-
mom—whin dor’t nsed cunventiora] fight
tisng-sit next 1o intellijgnes-officers
and eaith, gn St flnecren s,
2 fivevideo/fois) fronmr e droncs mmmera.
From-their subluzbun vetlaubr; ¢
wirn the'plane, whovinon the lands
elow, and-deade “he_ et Tk ontg
et A srpam ofaddifional syl ine-
tehligeregwntin Lang] :;yby the Natiora]
Scmnty Adininistration, provides dloe-
trofietneansof coreoborting thit a.tar-
gger hes Brew eovrcathy identified, The
Whits Hotise gt delepitcd timpor sus
thotvy-toCLA. offial, inchuding the:
hieadof the Coneter-Tarorsr Canter,
whose identity reenatns veiled Fram the
publicBeeates the sgency bas flaced i
undercover,

Peofle: whn s swn anair srilp live

htip:/farchives newymkﬂr camiglobaliprmt as%‘g}ﬂ Iﬂ{\\n§ é’ nd(:[ ED/NEW Yarkerfz%) 1072272000
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thit, o0, 53 Wﬂgjiﬁ:ﬁl
gjgouthm befon': a ]ﬁf}lal
Amr:i. gt thy e~

Voot a¥om\ g

b
Al

o=

.:vcrsaty of Ulah; saps.
997 he avised Toraeli
targered h'll.uxgs ke
% “everyont is-at the loel
v &argmd hiling," be says.
i 2der, the hub-with many

£

-!. , fears that-fugional-
‘:; bere Tack a eloar policy

3 of weeess, *Onee.

Y el bejtlst

-

dainnsure: thirds s pflicy guading ie he
~as-careh-con™

careh

Dol Bylmn, thie dissreg of Grorge-
Sewn- U niversity's Center-for Peacs and

“Security Studies; argues trat, svhen possi-

lé, s almost aliways botrer to amvst tor-

.mnsts iz to Tall therm You o mn:ihw

e thep: Deidumen el o i

'CMs Jilhing of Saad bin Larden, Gm*-

1774’5 8o, providdes.a erse in point By the
sme thiat Saad tin Laden had mm:hcct
Puldstints trilsal greas, it liot year, there

swas lietle-chance that any: law-tnforte—-‘
mient suthiodty could captuid i alive,

“But, according roXfilkawy Mann Leverenr,

an advigsr-to th Narioial Scaity Coun-
il between 2004 and 2008, the Bush Ad-

: sninkération wodld Buve had sevesatop-

porusies wintermpar Siad bin Laden
calie, if it hind boen willing to rinka a
dleal with Trar; where, according-to U:S.

Irelligence, he hved occasionally aftcs
Scpmmbwlldl ST Tranigns offered 1o
workioutan in!x:ma!mn:d Framework for
trangfoering ferior Sus - birr the Bush
Addministiation refused,” shesaid To De-
eember, 2008, Sand i Laden def Tran
fb:?alumn,wstluzxmm&s seroribng to.
NPR, a4 Predsfar miselle had endied hs
Tift:, "Wc absolutely did no ot thie st
wegoikl" L everstesiid “Sand b Laden

THE NEW VORNEL, GOHOMER 26, 2009 AY
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would have been very, verwiudde i
torim of what b kinesy, Ha protichly
dlis bam 8. gold mine”

iy on & book abotak
tfonces with cowitertrocr-

ng-tuggted killing, Though

i there Kave wealged the Pal-

cotiiiian leadciship, he smd, A yoramse
thiesetoal wiong, ‘gluu omif Lot i)
highyrount, which isgaingto hurt o,

Ancvitdbly, sime oF the intelligence 3

gcmgwbc werangs syode dlways roll
bvigz thie Bee. "That's the. mality of renl-
wine intelligeoss™

deed, the history oftargeted killing is
Imarknd by errors. {n 1973, for oo

.plc,m:hmmﬂ:gcnccnqmtsmmducda

Moroeean waiter by mistake. They,
thouiprhie thine bie was o tertorsewhe hiad
been intvolved! i abughitering Isvaeli arb-
lexes ut the Minich Qlyapies, ayras cac-
Bier: Ak in 1985°the Heagan-Adsilnis-
tratior aserpted roiretalise dgainst the
Libyan Leadter Misaminiar Cadelats for his

suspoctedrolein the sdeadly bomlilg of s

disct frequented by Aserieily scrvice-
. Cermany. The U5, faunched

st wirsteike on Ouddifi'shousehold,
“"Thie. bembs- missed hir, it they did
il bt Aftect-imonthiokd datghes

Thel LAY eady anempts st tagger-
ing: Ogama bin Laden were dlso prob-
' AL Goda blew up the
mixand Keagy,

;mmha:r:d by-launching seventy-five
Torgahavit crdise imissiies ot a.site in

Afhanistun whiere bin Laden vas ex-
‘pretedd 10 attend asuminitaecting: Ae-

cording:to-repatts, the bomburdriont
Killed stne Twenzy Paldstan woilitants
‘but misked big Laden, who bid lefi the
seene b erdice,

The dm:lopamm'saf the Predater, in
the garly:nineteen-nineties, was s
10 helpreliminste such miseakes, Thie
drones s hiver gbove s target for up o
oty heugybefore refueling, sdthe pre-

c:swadw Fscisige makesit muel easter o,
iddennify tspets. Bugthe suilees are ofily as

acenrate w the fritelligence thar gors into
them. Tips from informants on the

grouind arg skt ¥o cror, asds the intr--

vretatlon:afvideo drnzes, Mo long be-
fore:Sepranther 11, 2001, for instance,
sevival U8 eovnmerterrorismofisials be-

‘earhe ceftain thiat 4 drone had eaprored

footape of bin Ladin . 2 locale he was
Vnigin 16 frequeént in Afghanigmn, Tle
~iden showed o 2l murm robes, sur-
goiiidded by avnsed bodymuandsia s dig

Diagngsispekisp”

mund formatien, it that point, diones.
' ierndl; anid wer wied vily for
surveiliance, “The-oprics were ot great,
bt it v b, Bleney Crirnpton, thisn
the 11 top-covert-operations fficer
Jor-the regioh; told T But byo'other
former .1 AL officers; who. alsts. smvthc
foiotage, biver distibes. “385 Bike wn tban
Tegrendd,” oo of them told me "The:}'just
Turhped 1o-coridusions. Yoircouldn't see
Tt Faetr, t-conild have been Joe Schmo.
Believe me, o wll méan with o beard i
safe anpwhere in Southwest: Asin” In
February, 2002, along i mowstsincus
casternborder of Afthanistan, a Proditor
reporredly follived and Jilled thue ss-
picious Afighars, inchuding a.tall man in
1ulbes who was thowight o be Tin Laden.
"Thevietiis iumed out tobse innocentvil-
Tpees; patheringscrap-total

In Afghanistin and Pokistan, the koca
mfbmmsts,whzx alsa sérve 25 confirming
witosssti foi ahe fir.suikes, am potori-
oushy unreliable; A former CJ.A. pfficet
veho-was based-in Afpdenisnan fter Sep-
wernber 11ch old me that so Afghan
souroe Fad onee-sworryto him that oneiof
Al Qs top lepders wos being 1pated
Iy 8 perby clinié. Ui former offfoce sid
it he could h‘-lrd}’ho‘ldoffmau sirihe
after e paimed i the tij o his qrpqmm
“They serambled together an-élite eum,”
b geelleck W mughtheli frim Sl
qumws'fh:y- “Whyaser’t you mov-
Trigé o2 whe we isised oin chegking
ir-out fiest.” I¢ Tumed-out to be aut ingen-

HoGTE: Yo\: mxldm : i J
Tiw_consé.gumw& of i)dt} ground in-

marzy ﬂf th:m mw\:am, who.
fmm o, mncﬁ:d il
. (’%ﬁ mtsuzékcn {or Tali-

reRits, ¢ incideit s being
mw:s;‘igz:ilmb} NA’!*Q) A_n.m‘clmg for
xeparter fur the Grardian, the bomb
sirike, by:an P15 fighter plans, 1ok
suchi amngfc ofbody partsthatuillygest-
dite jﬁmdm& it pieadsol
Bleecorpses to-the griwving
thar they conld hov some-

nnnalb' ﬁ\isc Lmik "Somcum::% wgi're.
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