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THE PREDATOR WAR 
Whiligte tb4 risks afar 	moot dromprqove 

13Y JAKE: Mill 

Aug4tStb, officials at the Central' 
Intelligence Agency,. in Langley, 

Virginia warchwi a list video feed ear 
'Mg deism], footage or one or the most 
wanted -terrorism itt Pakistan. Bahlillah 

tht leader ofthe TalityArt in Pa-
kiOtan. could he satm tetelirtirtG art the 
rooftop of his father-in-teams house, in 
7...aogbara, a hamkt In South Waziritan, 
r was a her summer nigh t, arid he was 

joined oursideby his kVA' and Monocle, 
a medic; at OW rctipt, the remarkably 
crisp -nava sheived that Mehsa rd,-who 
Alfriattl Porn diabetes and a kidney all-

tot, was tItteiving10 inti enims 
The video was heing olimirvl by the 

 nfra:mi camera of a Predator drane, A re- 
contraffeci, unmannecillarta that 

lx-thlutnrating,tmcipactect, - wiwt talks 
to above the house. Pakistan's Interior 

Minister, A- RthrhainMalti:, told me re-
cently that Melina:I was resting on his 
bad. Malik, usng his , hands to Ttiakt 
picture frame;  totplainad that the Preda-
teres targeters could see Mehnicts entire 
b4., not  :Jaz. the top pills head. It Was 
a perfect, picture,' Malik, who.watehed 
the iidcoape later, mid. 'We 'wad to ace 
James Bond rnewies Where he talked into 
ibis Shot or his -warciu Weihought iz WaS 

a fairy-tale. But this was 4cd- The image 
nanained just as -sphiewhen the CIA 
remotely launched two Hellfire missiles 
ora t. the Predatot. hatharifiei watched 
roti fieg: blast inreal time. After-die dust 
amid dissipated, all that remained of 
iv14.4)d was a detached tam:Eleven 
others r...ttert his wife, bis fiithet-in-Lsw, his 
Inotilvr in-law,. a lieutenant, and seen 
hodyrutis. 

Pakistan's government considered 
iskielasud its top enemy, holding him re-
spOnsilile for the-vast raajotity tectalt 
terrorist attacks inside the country, in-
cluding the amssinadandrfarmer Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, in December, 
2007, and the :bombing, last Bepternher, 
ofthheiViartiottHotelialttlairntixsti,uhidt 
killedmaretbaniifiypeeple,,IvIellsidd was  

also thought to have helped his Afghan 
confederates arra& American and corill 
too troops across the border, Ropr 
Cresseyialorrnermuntenerri*Iro ofEeini 
on the National Smithy Cautril,who is 
now partner at Ck0flilarbor, consult- . 
ing firrn, bald me,Nehsud was someone 
bath We and Pakistan were its see 
go up.in smoke." Indeed, these was no 
rpntrovrisy whoa, a raw elayi after the 

mike, CNN reponolthat-Prosi- amiBararii- °barna had au rbor* 
rlOwever, at about the Same time, 

there was widespread anger afier tbe lEsia 
Sicreilininrcitrevealed that during the 
Bush Administration the CJA beacon-

. tridesid setting up hitisquads ro tapture 
1011Algaticiam.pativesaraundtheyitadd. 
The farergiew'when the:Trmet reported 
'that tlic CIA. had tomed private~ 
'coritractor .to help with:Wirt/WO ser*-- 
Live operation, tho. contralti's-la firm 
,Blaster, now known as Xe Services. 
'Members of the :8<matc arid Honso  intel- 
lrge Ontraitteesticrnandeid inveStiga- 
dons OF the program, whiek 
_had been Ordcictyborn theM.44 Many, 
legate:vents argued ilia!, had the program 
become fui,k6octotiorw, it.oulatinim-  
widaterin1976etecuiraorder,sigued t!y. 
PresidentGeraltIR,Fatd,WrologArner 
can IntrItincerareas frein engaging in 
assassination. 

Hem: hau rtes, a hurry-irghtslawyor 
at the New York University: School of 
Law, was stilt& hy tilt...Inconsistency of 
the puhlies responses, 'We gat so upset. 
about a targeterKilling program that 

happenrshe taid me. "B.ur the 
drone prokrun.exists'. She said of the: 
Pathaatnr  prograrn,"Thmeare targeted in-
ternational itilling-s by theF4teTbtlx*- 

2sit *pals uSesptivate con-
truants for a variery.of wits, 'mcluding 
f.iyinE,rhe.clrones:EmPloyets 

ITIAltalft and load the:Hellfire frils-
sll:puthealicraft, Vii lei a farmer 
CIA. lawyer, who now reaches at the 

mtvai...1147Kiphy. in A anspollsiolli,  

Nbla •cni.o...-Chomn. II to 	env...4n%, 1115, 
Istimmte $6,ocu 
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Tbf"p.oh.frartoti" OpmathintOivi0 Oda irtrtent7 ara{irid6P nevn -ye eirstakwinetiona rkihafar0. 

str54 Topic am 0. lot mow nomfottlia 

tiejthirgAStiracolltovilalls to241YPe6- 
 pli: than with irtbsuart-shiteIng tiiai kills 

nne,rB06 she:1(1(6'1, 4rnedisaiW killiri 
is still kiting! 

US: govia-nromt• oar two atone 
ptogtams. The militrieft 'version, 

with c publicly ,scialto.44,14 .0prilts' 
Thrt rf.....zgnixpd war miss _etipani. 

stari odhatOii  
ttoopssettioned there, As it a-
tgnsitii trf.eonelotio41.#uriatO 
CIA:s program:is hocd:ar_ tarot sus-
peetsarcaiid:the wura, including hiccup:. 

tries viluAkt U.S. toppidtv. not based. It 
was initiatetllythe Push Neninistration 
aria, awarding tOtgila 7Aralt4 a COUlat.r"' 
ternglitil adv; di' in .thu ..13ash White 
1-litso, Mama lwieftin place virtually 
all the key personal, The prot trram 
datsifiul as Cawart, anti the intelligence 
agency dtelims to prOvide,any inforrna- 

'R tion to the public 013(4r-where it operates, 
-11  how it selects eagets, who is in threw, tu . 

 •S:how many people,have been killed 

Neveithelewteport, of fatal air 'strikes 
in Palcititin gnit .tge'eiitty' few days.. Such 
stories are oftun..uxenzlhand atxi difficult 
to comfnn,  ustbe PaKuani gcut turotot 
andthe militaty h.turd towallk fttlitt, 
t‘U-hatatpufruiiifeirtulists_Dut,,eveii Ea 
ptttiSe account 11.10:4141111CS-  are 

deal::k . G I A 3*Sifililtd the.Pilgistani 
iritelligeueu,.seiwic-in an aggressive Gun 

: 'pip to eradicate local and fonign.rnili-
- tolls; AO lituge takeritelogeits some of 
the most-halece%ibleytuts of the eounUY. 

The -taWtwii:'014. slit strikes of the 
Mama ..Atirainistration vok plate  on 
ihohin4q;01ilsio0*23fcl—ttit Pres 
id6A2lird 	 Within  .hours, 

,w4 41gat that the rooting's. hor115- 
ihu, hi Palds(ltri, had kitIction.ostirilared 
tw-rhti ,  to*, In ticfour AFAitsi 
di iii cl affilkaktd wish A3 ti c  da, died 

Bur in the OIC4>134 strike adrone tat:044 
avriiiig:bowie,hittingtheresi clt5rt of esi 

tt:pr.oioyouitiont What "leader.* miles 
rttresulcth 	 Wso- 
AiSramTh blast killoti the tnba3 leak 
tA..enire- fnutily, including three 6fii 

drcii,. (Inv Of them Ave rats 
l*p)hg With 1.T.O. 
ofleralttatztowledgtnearoftiffier 

Sftric44)*- the. CM.:bottkoUltuelitS 
Itaia.coutiouctiat a.tapitipacuAreoki-
intt to ajnsteeinitiktetl stuakbythF"M* 
Atrustica Foundation, the number of 
drone Mikes risco-  dramstitally$ii4{:t 
°bona became President; Daring his 
fust Tiine *arhalfinotiths itt office, he 
has WO:Ma Sti nvoty atrkl-at7 
tadmitiPski,"qartto Grote W. vIsh did 
in his final 'three yeis in. bfa&. The 
studis authors, Peter Berjrn andKath-
61ticTie*rnEinu, irptit4b4kithea*la 
Administrition has saiteu'oned at least 
foray-otic Ttiktf■ in 'FJiiW 
StIM since taking offico.--ra rale of ap-
proxitilatelioneboOkliing a WecI., , S0 far 
this year wious estimates suggest,,the 

between three 
hundruelUtid .  tWorrsht anifAut: bun- 
4=11.0 	thiityightrople...001-tssAy 
that tuikhybitht vietiinshave beeninno-
cent:hystmulets,,ineluding children. 

116tha last NutelF; of &Om:tuber alone, 

ocroao 6 zoov 

Ittpliataivosivievivyotket,ctvgithaviJriht.a-ap-palFi , .. 	e 	.::.New Yorker/2009..., 	/2242009 
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thervitere reportedly foal. suchatraels-
three of .thern J. one twerny-foor-hour 
period.. At anfgiven moment, a former 
Wht 1-10.se enorttertertntiszn afficial 

-saysi .thist,LA. bps meat* dinutdiyitig 
try crakisiart; vaOuti*.for targets. Ac-
conlinirtrthe official, 'them are to cony 
dittntes is the an thar.argnoots have 
mred:ow which:1=110X QpttratOrN can 

chfitn which targets .; provoking "torn-
ltiatilund.Control issues." 

Central Atomics Acronautital Sys-
veins , the defense contractor that mann-
liana-est* Picrlatorand its more heavily 
artortliihti thelicaper caii F 1  el 
up. withitthn i  pvernatent's demand. The 
,itcle...Fmtea fleet bias grown from some 
iffy.  drones in 2001 to ocarly two lam-
iteth the C.1.,A. Will riot divulge 110iN 

ntany &omit operarmThe government 

blItckcl4s t?iart to 
ling new Orierarions of tiny "nano 

crones, which can`fly after their:prey like 

IF0Ht w  ItNetr.e. otmeeit as 2099 

p .419. het quote) an open nrindp 
win,pplilic-disenth*rmat:rnmint-

ingov41).S,TIV6p4lopvi-efiri41,: 
gliatiistah,.-end the Oitaarce Arkninkra- 
tioo 	ovecuitether 10 cstailve the. 
An*rkpri 	pit:Knee there, .Itally 
ttr 1rVaslAirent:5'app0rt-an even greater 
reliiance onr tOes. In this vim, 
the 1.1.S.,,rechtethan trying to stabilize 

.hattilion iogirig a Count&-iii-
Fnry operatiort,agairlst Taliban tortes, 
sht4d-feittis p4tely on eourstattrrorism, 
end usethehatest rcel trio-logy to surgically 
elintinateld Qattia leaders and their A:- 
114.:.1r4eprenl*, the torismative pun-
dit Gcorze WsU polrlished an influential 
Olttenriki the Washington Asti, iiirneto 

 Get Out or.Ak*istan." argningthat 
"America should do only .what can * 
dont ftto Atom, using .  intelligence,. 
droness-Oritartii4lles, air. strikes, and . 

 small, potent *cal Fumes units, cal)- 
ettit4itit:01 die perms 1,500.0tile hOr- 

des ti4th PPlattrin, u.r.utti6rhtlAttlattagY 
rpotekt:Witte-P4Uleritlospiitflicien. 

portrkilY 11014 . ... 
Ifp.:upsy .WUAtierirrithritfieitppeAtnifir 

".'intih,tlatifturr apptorreh.to Agit 	- 
QA&I.t41)4t ti,i4 PO:444 -Ofthe 
program- has occurred-With remarkably 
littlepirblikal0eatskirweiveotht4 it mcpre 
serir zadicOly nets' and &eographinaliy 
11460401 t*erf.tturn-sonKtioned lethal 
force. And, because of the:CIA. pro= 
g111314--segc9';.thae* no tvisible syPtrn 
ofattountabilityin place, despite the* 
that thnpgencybPs idfieritnnytiViliarts 
inside arlitially futile, nuckar-anned 
Ountvisith Ir',rhicht theU.S..iS MAI etear, 
Should sornerhing.go wrong in rile 
CIA-%  Pf61721-141.  thou*, the. Air 
Forte tosttontreti of a drone *lid had to 
shoOtcyder scri OY4rAfgh*siart---161 urr 
dear4attbt .coosqmooss would be• 

T*:Pt.ttlOrz, iii rite C I t1 prow -401 
afellpve Gyeiviliens;hoth IntelliOnce 
dricto trod private. tritrOeturs,.. -Acearel--. 
bi to e former:ectinterrerniihern 
60,14.e conteeet6r1 acre-"seasoned-pro- 
fespiryttals'-611n mired miihary and 
intelligence officials." i(Thf intelligence 
*neyaiteitina signifieint portion.or 
'Iwweirit) Within the G l A, control ok- 

tutreutrptivelities is Split arming say- 
One set of pilors and operprort 

wntialtrutrd, nap-  hidden 
ghpnierrinPuelPaktstpn; handlingtalasnf 
and larit1.1* ch*"..t*iliOrcs ate WPft, 

etguitnrirnorism:offidal 
the ofilltVICatte eletttphically "dewed 
twee tawsetor`tothback .operattars," in 
tang* ILTgrigiqsticks that resembkc 
viden,garne contralt i  dn.-m=6fmk opal-
aror >s doetnettl. tonventioolilight 
trairrinit next to intelligence officers 
And Nardi, onlarge:Awsrdeen monitors, 
a 6e:se-decayed. frolotitedrnoe'S =meta-
17r6m-their puhurirpri cedirtibc tltty on 
tarn.the plant, Prrum.tio.0 the  
*low, and &tick whCillpCtQlr)Of (NAP a 
teL Astrtarnof ad410onai "slgtti hi 
telfigencti.acntto Issingleybyrhasiatiored 
Security Mini eriptrP r:10;protti(ki ,  eke-
writ me nsoltorrobontring a:tan-
Att has htetk .  entreei 1r y. identified. The 
Wiiw:lioUsehaSitielegated trigger ate. 
ihrtrity-ro-C14. odrieWinetutlirtg the 
t:iotf: elf t e Cort0t.r.-TerToila.  Conttr, 
whose irkritiry remains yelled 66111 the 
poi tiebe=atte.the. pgv.key bat fitsukt.4.-„, 

rimier over. 
Pt.epiew*ilent:Siierartair strike 

'U works and ploys well toieh Obeys.* 

The NeV1 Ycrier, Oet .26 2009 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

a erlap allow me to return tlirnfni. ngpbnd" 

• 

Page 6 of 

qb. 

that op, 'is *4041 
atoritiumbefwc a lethal 

ofized,Potordingto the 
oteign,Relations 
,.U.S-. salt-47 places nu 
tIrguting list until the& arc 

hum sourcts'and 

ovitkoce that the per- 

"I ch. orithicts %Aim-Tined 
Palestinian tertitotics,the 

.targol,us tharYlt 
naardpg..Isillitatykem-

onvinced that the 
',be captured, and that be 

wi sccuitty Mitt  
iLkikrab tute also hate to 
'that the hit will tio snore 

`You >ham to be issurcl-
s Guiore, a lawrito-

iyersity Of Utah, Say. 
1:997, he advised 

WI-at-get-4d killings ivihe 
t+evcrylana , :is at the lvel 

ilkiflbghit sitys. 
 , • cr, the inib with many 

0 follims the Praia-
y, fears that tvlional-

, e tack a dear policy 
..rion of KLICCM 

g, y-oo bvtter nuke 

-tinqgt ;usethcads it pok gnitling it," he 
attys. Ittan't bejust catelras-eatcht-cae 

otl i3yirian,tk di*tlit'ofGeotge-
InvinItniettrsitie Centel6r Nam- and 
F;r1trityStodies,; arm shot, when possi-
*It's almostalways beteg - mat-Pm-tem-

tOtiV3 that) ,  trs them You 
gore 41m Ltad trietkielitlo Witt,' The 
C .XAN -'16!ng9E.Saad:biet 'Wm, Pk. 
treksotii -pitiritli‘tt ease u pOine -By the 
time that Saari bin 1.;ado had mathed 
Pakiaig4 bibal t LAtiAlti 4r4ir7 thus 

was little dnutce that . any law ,-enfixe-
nric0 outtiothy conit,1 Optuie hint awe. 
Butatecontiing toallatrMannizsfetati 
an sidt*i•o tbeNatibiaalSeetitity Coul-
d betwexai ant42, the ush Ad-
tnitittraiion• would ha9:  had sein.al op-
portwiliks tointtt ogate Basil bin Ladei 
tail*, if it had bccn willing to puke a 
diaat with tan; whcre„,:according to 11S. 
itstelligenet, he led-occasionally after 

SepeCrnhelitatb?rilkirafli4Maffilf;ta to 
workout an ituenutiord.frarnewollt for 
:thaogetting keony -stlipects. but the Bush 
l's'Artitnistiation tefus4" --she said To De-
earnkt,2008, Sandliiii Laden 14- Iron 

tbr Pakigto. ziontbs, KarrrliN to 
NrR, a .Pxy',dater missile had s1d41 hi 
life; "We ahstilitt4t1a.notrt the most 
we..cottld,"1.Apettaiald, Ifieityttlep 

ME NW 1Plidir4 0.99(tn 26. AtCM 

(10§NieWrat4pw Yorker/2009— 10/22/2009 
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would haw been Very, vety:vainible,In 
re ams :of what ht. knew. n jitoisdbly 
wO.614 hilive61teiitt.gaid. 

Ilyffi,aata working on..a.laqokabont 
ItrrititCa eitTaXigneelswith couritertettor- 
ism;InerLdinglatgeteditilling. '000 
the OVA there havowealtened the Pil-
estirtign kgdPfShip, he said, If.01. :use 

youtauilOiollie Moral 
hirgliVetandi rit i is 'pingtiiEzurtSati, 
laevit slur,. Stile Of the ihreIllgerice 
gaing:to tae wrong„ iso yoti!te always roll-
rt, the dim -That's the 104 areal- 

ate .  

hcleed,rhe his' tory oftargetedkOng is 
by emirs. in 103, for reca 

krgef.i intelligence agents traude .ted 
-Std.o.rorasan waiter by mistake: •They 
tholaght.  that 4 Was n. terrorist who had 
bogninvoliedin.rdaughtening is ii ath-
letesat t4lvtinigh Qlympita, 
tier.. 	'1986'.  the Reagan AdMinis- 
tiationattemptad 

 
in retaliateagainst -the 

Libyan leardeffVfnAinurar:Clichlafr fOthis 
susr5te..4tokIn the. deadlyborn*Aola 
diktilitiperrted by ArneErleab se..t7iee-
men.* Gerusaup The lannehed 
art rtir-atrilte on:QatklaS:IioastrliOld, 
The bombs,  rols,sed 
ldll 'iti6- 	elanghtei 

The:CA.4)r tat -Vatic/opts at target-
ing Giunta bin I..adert were also irriib 
dernadc„ Met Ali odg ..blew up the 
11S. -,EMbsoliA5 M.17001440 KtYkY11, 
rtt Al*Its10 -0:98.:i PregideneBill Clinton 
retaliated hylinin6hlog ..goremy-five 
Toisialtiwatt eruise MissAs asitc in 
AfOanistau'vekititbin Ladtrt was ex-
peded to attend lvertliflit mccii fig.Ac-
cording,  roteporta the bornbarduicot 
killed some twenty P.ale:mutat; milltants 
btt t missed biu Laden, who had lEft tkic 
scene hones earlier. 

The dtvelopment of the Ptedator, in 
theeatlynineteen-Aneties, SUMSed 
to help, elintiugtettleh mistakes, The 
dionscaer hoe er:0,0e a eit*etferup to 
tenyhoup4:forertfutilantl=the pre-
elk ykleci fc.;.oiage tnakesitroneli easier to 
Wendy marts. Bot the gpileca.m otib! as 
amulate srs thelratiligmee Iliac goes into 
therm Tips from 1nforrrtastts on did 

.0uOrl art galled to raior,agis theinter-, 
pi-elation:0163W images , 'Nor long be-
fore :Sepotailher 11,.2001, 'for instanee, 
severaft1S, counterterrorism aictie-
eaxrit 

 

rtearrain.   that .t drone had raptnretl 
'footage dhin Laden in a beak he was 
ks ter 00.10g4t19 Afeuri*ti, 'Mc 
Ifidea. - silowed a tall marrin robes, GU.' 
maneldd:byrirrned bodygna4:16  

mood formation, At that,  oint,- domes. 
were mut xnedi: and were used only for 
survvillancc.. 	:Tilt:swept not groat., 
ha it..froliinV Plcory CuStriptiam.thiar 
the CIA's:top- covert-operations officer 
for the regiati mkt 71mi, But two other 
former C.I.A. oncers, who, also ,saw the 
foram blot 	 ".k tike:ttr1 1;1* 
kwai, one of them told me "Thliost 
114110 ro eoridtakns. You coOldn'tate 
his -4ce.it.cotild have. been Joe:Schrno. 

Int, rig tall rniti with 
safe anywhere in .Southwest Asia:* In 
Ftbruli1b 2002; along 0)0: inourirgintius 
eastern border ofkghanistan, a Deditor 
reportedlY folloftd and killexE dm= aria:- 
picioos Afghans leltAing_atrili mart in 
robes witti*.aS tlibtight to be but Wm 
Thevietiiinsturnedogatobeinnocentvil-
lagers; githeringtcrivMetal. 

InAfghanistan anti Paltiaan, the -local 
ingarroarits,whti *oriel* aacorikating 
wittreisertioe-the frit strikes, are notori-
.ously tau.ellabk; A (-Omer CIA:officer 
Ncilorwas based: in Afghanktan after Sep-
tember 11th told me that an Afghan 
solute had octet :WhOrrt to him that one Of 
Al Otetia't top ittitlees washeing titattal. 
In a nearby chat.', former aft= Wel 
tl•rolic could 4relyh0d °fiat) air $1331te: 
afterltt passetcOntlw ill) 'to his Alporiort, 
"Thlf wrarnliedingthcr an ;tarn; 

Oiing hi li 
triamrs.11.cym3141'Whmtn'tpk1 ghtm-- 
ingo tylia 'we iNistO on choAint 
it out rosi?-lf rurnectont to hem inten-
tionally falSe_Irtark '.Sortretitnet yOU've. 
dealing With tribal chiefs," the former 

theftiyan entanyof 
tbeirsig it Cae.tlibegtatist ti*justmtaut 
to:gekridoframe4f4.01heyinatletsgp • 
up - heeintst they: wanted to.prove-they 
we:re 	that thtte:ould xnake 
me*, you 	taikkoirir %void! 

cop.toptai.Ts ont t.,105urg.1 - 
tilligertgribe 6.74&_jr.4 September 
14km airStrike in AAhanistankillod be- 
tw*gelitOtyargIghondll4and bvt;ol'i - 

 fweropfeilrauty dthernetvillara., who. 
fp0.frO01 MA -stool:led oil 

undavthiyhatittectr rtfistaken for Tall - 
ban. O:to:gents: ffhe Incident Is being 
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