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MALS. G diot that he didn’t want to read it, but that he wanted to wait for the GFC to come up on the net
to report what was going on, on the ground. He certainly didn’t discard it or disclaim it. But | know that
the was waiting on CPT(mo come up on the net. Prior to making that a decision point | think, and
this is me, just speaking openly.' 1 think prior to making a decision on what was going to be reported or
not. | think he wanted to hear from CPTE@.m@end what had happened on the ground. And to our
understanding once we came off the objective we had no CIVCAS from that report.

LEE)(But CPTBELL®Makes a report initially from the strike site correct, 7 adult males being
evacuated?

MAYE.OEe may have to the SOTF we d:dn t have anything coming up on SAT 102 whlch is usually how
we are getting it. Again coming. back to some report:ng flaws that we have identified, some of the

Iridium traffic the SAT phone that he came up an the net W|th back to the SOTF it, didn’t get populated
in the mIRC for our reporting plece
- a— | s

Liﬁﬁﬂ)fmu got a report that the:re were 7 WIA correct?

I
M@@)(S)omewhere along the line, because | put it in an OPS update. Whatever | have | put in an OPS
update.

LFE.bye@nd where did you get that information from?

Meud.dbguess CPTEGE.m© | mean, we probably talked 50 times that day on the phone.
LTath. b/ here did CPTRE meget it from?

M. dbassumed from the GFC through COMs with the[  owie |

LFC). bi&ou assume then or now?

M. B assumed then too.

L@)(So you have a report from the GFC correct, all adult males?

MaJd.bEWIA.

LTad.®ENemy wounded in action. And if they were a woman or a child they would not be listed as?

other ODAs do the exact same thing earlv in the rotation.

LT@4 480 when you get the TF report that suggests that there is a woman and child, it’s not just
wait for the GFC, you already got some word from the GFC, it contradicts the GFC, is that correct?
|

MM)(meah that report contra:dicts what we have from our GFC down there looking at things.

LET) @Vhat is it exactly you are waiting for at that point, to reengage with the GFC?
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M) heWhat am | personally waiting for?

Lmh.®@ell you said the brigade commander or CJSOTF Commander’s response was | want to wait for
the GFC.

viagh.B@ve hadn't had that report when we got, | do remember we did not have TF report
when the GFC hadn’t been on the ground with a report yet. He may have been on the ground at that
time, but we had not had a repclrt yet that said what was there and what wasn't there. But had no time
did we ever receive a report that there was CIVCAS from the GFC.

L&, by&o in your estimation you got 3 report from before you got anything from the GFC as
boots on the ground?

Mayd).h@r right during boots on the BDA while it was being conducted.
L&) b #ow certain of you of that timeline?

M@ b dfery certain of that, otherwise, if that was the only thing that we had to go on, 2nd like [ said it
came up on the net with MAJ and we let him know verbal, hey here's what we got this is an
initial report that has come in. This is what we do all the time; we come up on the net with that initial
report and say hey these are the thing s that we are hearing. It wasn't anything out the ordinary that
day for that.

MG: In your initial report what were you hearing?
MN)(Whe one from[ w14 | OF the one from GFC sir?
MG: The one from

M) B@he one from (et ]was what CPTHE.GMhad relayed to me. They had said that there were
CIVCAS on the abjective.

MG: And that time was about what time local.

M. bt had to be sometime h;efb_r_g.' lunch sir, I:_'s_la_}"t'igéfween 1i30__§_ng noon maybe. To the best of my
recollection somewhere around there.

MG: So we have an official repclart, a FIR report from _______()w)1.4c | we got a verbal. What do we
do with that information, that there might be, it’s a possibility what out there, who does that go to, who
makes a decision on what to do with that?

M@I)(ﬁommander would make the decision on what to do it. | know that | verbalized it with the
CFS0C JOC Chief.

MG: What did the commander; he got that before naon time, tell me how he got it, what went on and
what decisions were made?
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Mayd.bibhave no idea what decisions were made from his end sir based on that piece of information sir.
MG: Row did he get that information?

MAH b eMe, LTC [m@.oe); and tl‘i\e JAG walked into his office and told him sir.

MG: Okay before noontimé,*ar}::pund noontime;

Mayd.b¥es sir.

MG: Walk me through what transpired there and the decision making process, clearly there is
something laid out there is some dialog and the decision was made to what?

M(ml)(% wait on the final rep'prl from the GFC.
MG: Walk me through it. Walk:me through it, wha handed him the paper?

M. B @ here was no paper in hand, we hadn’t had the report yes sir, it was all verbal from CPT0GE.0)®)
and to my knowledge, verbal from MAI he m@to LTC [0E.0)6) The three of us went in and gave a
verbal update to the commander.

MG: Three was the?

MbiE.dEAG, myself, and LTC (n@)0)e). We give a verbal update just as | have described here, “We have
3 TF Pegasus that is the_ i | OHS8 element is putting up a FIR to RC. Okay got it. What further the
reporting do we need to do,” that is what came out of chm mouth | believe. Because it started
to get confused as to, what are e doing next, and COLGE.OE said, let’s wait until CPT-)cumes up
on the net and gives us what the GFC assessment is on the ground. My automatic drill is to go back and
verbalize at least to MAJ B)a).0)6 m 1 told thewiidhat | was going to verbalize to MAJ b@oe Just kind of
let him know that that report is out. Does it hurt, supposed to that's exactly what it is suppose to do,
because again that is 5c:rru=.-thingl that could come back on us. And then in the follow-on GFC reports that
we received at CISTOF, | received at CJSOTF, | don't want to speak for the commander, is we have no
CIVCAS on the ground. Euerythling was listed as EWIA and KIA. CPThe.o@was well aware that the TF
repoirt was coming up ﬁecause he is the one that gave it to me. | probably never told you will
get up on the net and tell CPT(lithat this report is there. So | can’t speak on CPTRGLEXE) unless he
relayed that to CP'R-)when he was on the ground. It would be something that | would not tell him
to go do, because it would have been an assumption if the commander came up and said there were 7
by EWIA or 12 EWIA, simply lrstmg EWIA there are no CIVCAS.

MG: what did the lawyer say in this conversation, not a word?
M. bd¥othing sir.
MG: So the point is we knew cn:‘ possible CIVCAS around noon time, before or shortly after?

M. b des sir.
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MG: But the decision was made by COLBGE-m@E to hold off until boots on the ground verify?
I

Meytd.bdo hold off in actually ﬁiling out an FIR sir, because the rest of the verbal reporting still
continued and what we are waiting on is the no-kidding end of thesiwibseport, okay this is what we got.
That would have been the final decision maker on we will now direct a SOTF to fill cut an FIR, we will
begin that process, or we just et our objectives, we have done thejwiland there are no CIVCAS. Now
there are other reporting that go with that. The SWs for CAS engagement, what is your follow-on to
engage the local village. That's i'ny understanding, that's the way | interpret that.

MG: What does COL [b)3).0)6)} guidance on the CCIR, what type of reporting and guidance does it say
when there is a CIVCAS?

M)(ﬁor CNCAS,_ it must be reparted.
MG: Must be reported im mediately?
MaH).bdes sir.

MG: So it says confirmed | believe or allege?

M dhfes sir.

MG: At this point what we say we had from our SOTF element, is getting data with someone who is in
the fight, the[ () _| element or the aviation is pushing forward FIR, its an
impression, not a, you know. Would that be a possible alleged in our system?

M. e sir.

MG: Would it be prudent, we h:ad another body, formation fighting with us, is saying is women and
children. There is a report going on out there, | would see that, or how would you see that in the
threshold of the CJSOTF guidam;:e of confirmed or alleged CIVCAS, where does that fall in?

|
Majd).bh@hat needs to be reported sir.
MG: Was it reported or not reported?

MM)(M was verbally reported by at least me to MAJ [bx@noyel sir. With the rest of the channels what
was reported whether it was colmmander to commander, to CFSOC or J3 to J3 from here to CFSOC, |
can't tell you if that was done or not. | gave the verbal to MAlpia.m@ as | said before, that this report is
out there and that we do have glleged CIVCAS from TF' I still continued to follow-up, with we
are waiting for the GFC to cpmél back up on the net to let us know if we had CIVCAS.

L®Ed.G®hen in your mind did the GFC come up on the net? To your knowledge when did the GFC
report whether or not there were CIVCAS?
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Math.ddknow when the birds first lifted and got them to the ground we had _n'é 'gtql\'n_s'aﬁd InF__'i_th?r_dit_j_
the SOTF. And when he finally clame up on the[parac |, they gave him a time limit every 15 or 20
minutes you need to come up on Iridium to give us an update. So somewhere after that, whatever we
determined in that time limit, somewhere between the strike and four hours, I’'m assuming he came up
on the net with the SOTF.

. [}
LMst)(Bid CPTh).m@come back to you and say alright the GFCis on the ground and that he is saying
that there are no CIVCAS?

M@d). B oger sir, he came up and said, first he let me know once the split element, once the guys put
boots on the ground. We have 'Iconﬁrmation that GFC is there on the ground at the strike site, Okay got
it, that was just battle tracking éurposes. Maybe one or two other calls once he actually got information
fraom the GFC, because we trying to determine much more than the CIVCAS, if there were CIVCAS or not,
what is the EVAC plan for these!guys, what's the security like down there, do they have a QRF that can
go with them if we end up with itwo elements at Khod. There are several other moving pacts going on
besides just that. so there are 3 lot of other questions going on as well, that he wasn't able to give the
answer to because he just didn’t have COMs with him, with CPT®@.0@ The final report once they got to
back ta the Noble Justice Villagé of Khod, the final report from there, when COMSs were back up with
that SOTF, and 1 can't remembe!r if it war if he called on[ i ]and gave it a final report; his final
report back there was it was all IEWIA and EKIA, and there was no CIVCAS mentioned.

LT hFhe reason why we keep! going over this is because your timelines are different from what the
SOTF is telling us. The SOTF tolc;i us the GFC hits the ground, gives an initial report, that does not include
any civilian casualties and then ' hey get word that TF Pegasus has an FIR. 5O we are just trying to figure
out how these get inverted in your timeline. But, you are sure that TF[_mw14 |has an FIR before there is
actually boots on the ground?

M;&J()@eam sure from that day sir. That is the way 1 remember it. At the end of the day, it wasn't that |
wasn't getting information from those guys; it's just that it was hard for them to get COMs from the
GFC. It wasn’t that anyone was'trying to keep something from me or | was keeping something from
anyone else. From my perspective | have no reason to believe that.

CW.pbet me go back ta your briefing with CISOTF commander, if | understood what you shared with
MG McHale, somewhere around noon you gave him a verbal. When do you remember the hard FIR

I
coming in from Pegasus?

M@I)(?)don't sir, because like !l said | never saw it until the next day.

| —
COLOM has a stamped time of 14252 on it, 1425 | don’t know if that was local or Zulu.
Ma®.BFhat's Zulu sir.

C@l@@;)(a; was about that time, we understand from other testimony that it got to COL pG.0xE), that the
hard copy. So you are telling us that COL p@).0)@ knew the potential for CIVCAS somewhere around
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noon, compared to getting that'hard copy is not the first time he was aware of CIVCAS, it was when you
went in there to the office, up to 2 ¥ hours earlier. And it was crystal clear in your mind that you were
telling him that there is a potential, or report of civilian injured?

)«Absolutely.

MG: You told us before, but | need to understand, that COLm@ELwye said | got it we’ll wait until the
commander on the ground, boats on the ground. Was there any direction from COL [n@).wye] directing
any of the staff to go follow this up reconcile it, call the originator of it, to see what was going on. Get
the doctors involved. What went on? Any kind of direction other than | got it, | want to wait until my
boots get on the graund.

MM)@hat was his direction sir.

MG: On this, his report from( when you wrate this one, what time local did you write that, for the
record?

MG: So at 1700 you wraote this,lyou’ve already read it here, this interests me here, that the ODA
commander, if you read this on.

)(@DA commander reports he is already coordinating 3 follow-up KLE Shura within the next 24
hours to clear up any misconceptions related to strike earlier.

MG: What would be the miscomceptions had that Shura that is a pretty strong word. t’s a pretty
definitive to go have the KLE Shura and sort through the misconception. So/1700 afterncon when this
was going on there was some knowledge base in this, why he had to talk to the KLE Shura. Would he go
talk to the KLE Shura to clear up misconceptions if it were all Taliban? What does that mean?

MM)(B)think if you go back and looked at any of my ops updates on any strikes that we have done that
we could not immediately do bc:mts on the ground. And I think we all agreed that these, that this was a
far target to hit, that the boots on the ground, immediate BDA, finding out what was gaing on directly
after, was the reason we had so many questions. It's not the first time, and unfortunately probably
won't be the last time that ir'i"t"i'qte'reat that we see that and this happens daily. The misconception that |
am referring to is more o_f_tﬁe_{lEE_jgg_ei_th_elgﬁmiscon;ep_tion that the Taliban can turn anything that we
have when we are not there to Ho it ourselves. and one of the things that CPT(B@mesame up on the net
with, which we thought was a r%aally good thing, when he gaot to the site, was allow the Afghans to do
everything on the site. Let therrl get the story, let them see it all, let them touch the Muslim bodies,
because we won't do that, we shouldn’t do that and that was what | was referring to. is to go there sit
and have the KLE let those villaée elders and the Shura understand why we would hit a target, why we
would strike a target. Maybe tl':aey didn’t know that the village of Khod had other soldiers on it and this
was a threat to them and that, %hat‘s why this was struck. And so that is what that sentence refers to.

Certainly at that point not a misl.conception that we shot someone that we shouldn’t have. At that time
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it was a misconception in my mind, and | knew and | think everyone in the CJSOTF would agree, because
of that lapse in boots an the ground, BDA, and that reporting that we are getting from the GFC, that this
has the potential to turn into our worst nightmare, regardless of what the target is valid, invalid, it
would not matter. This can turn into something really ugly quick. So we want to make sure the GFC s
going to make a plan to go back'out and reengage that village. KLE Shura, bring it to the firebase, or
whatever the case is. We do that for every single ODA that gets into a TIC, every single ODA that drops
CAS anything like that sir, :

MG: So that is a boil plate report? You just put it on for everything you do misconceptions, we are
going to do this or?

Mad.b@wouldn't say bailer plate; abviousty this had a little bit more implication because of the time it
took to get there. Some of the Gislbility that it got up through your command and through USFOR-A just
on the strike itself. Just take aw;ay the CIVCAS part and just the strike itself we were already under
scrutiny for hitting targets with CAS platforms from day one. | wanted to make it clear for the people
who were receiving this that the ODB Commander has a plan, and the SOTF and the CISOTF were

[ ' T (b)()Laa | Then the

|
follow on operations for these guys would be where it comes from.

LTtﬁZ:B:)(.éyt your approximately I;ZOD-meeting with COL [p@me to tell him that there was and FIR coming,
who was tasked to get a hold of the FIR?

M B idlo one was tasked to get it; LTC [ma.0p6) said that he would run it to ground.

L®= o was he also supposed to engage with TFCm@uzac | to get the SWs, for lack of a better term, as
to the basis for the report?

MM)(b)don’t know.
L‘{&)gid you throughout that day hear any updates on that report?

Ndh. b did not.

L. b ¥ou told us last time anc;! mentioned a couple of times today that you don’t have two-way
conversations with the CJSOTF Commander is that correct?

Mauh.d@hat is correct. Not generally.
LTM()What do you mean by that?

MAK.bi#e is my Group Commander | don’t usually sit and have canversations with him. My job as the
JOC Chief is to update him on current operations with the information that | have at the time.
|

L'[&)lc) your mind is that different than other commands that you have been in?

)«No, not generally. | have been an infantry and SF guy, my commander is my commander.
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LTlﬁ)ob)re all of the conversations that you have with him essentially that you brief him and he
responds with an, [ got it?

MM)@ometimes we discuss what the tactics the guys are using or what are some other options that
these guys can use other than maybe calling CAS, what do these have on ground, or some other options,
but they are normally short and. nothing earth shattering.

Lugd.bhen the CISOTF Commiander came in that morning, based on information that we have gotten
was that “why haven’t we dropped that target?” In a situation like that if you feel that you have
information that he needs to knlow or that he may not have considered, do you feel like you can provide
that feedback to him?

MbH).bdbsolutely, | have no doubt in my mind.

LHI)(W\ your opinion does the!Comma nder seek staff inputs?

M(M{(}axdie does, absolutelv_, Th‘lere are about 10 meetings a day for it.

reh.b®o if he is lacking inforrn!ation you would put the fault on the staff or him?

)(afhat falls an the staff, oin any staff, if he is lacking information it is because we are failing to
bring it to him, That is the way that | view my job, If he is in the JOC and he is trying to help make
decisions that are simple day toiday operations level 0’s, CRP's, and those basic things then | haven't
done my job properly. If he is trying to battle track in the JOC then | haven’t done my job. So that
absolutely falls on the sfaff if he doesn‘t have the information that he needs to have.

LT&%)@ad you been on duty and the time, and the Commander came in and said “why haven’t we
dropped that target yet”, but you knew that there were potentially children in the target; is that
something that should have been brought to his attention at that point?

MM')(H wouId have been brought up. lee I sa:d there was no bLuId up to that strike, and | haven’t
had an ISR feed on that JOC floor that hasn’t had 2 woman or child on it. So | would have briefed him on’
it and let him know far SA. | don’t think it would have been a major thing at the time because like | said
in the first interview, the GFC had just made it clear ombwhen | came in that he was waiting on that
target to develop, and he was waiting on those guys to come closer to the target., So I think it was a
surprise to all when the rounds went off.

LT&)(Sp in the past you have had ISR feeds with women and children on the target.

MMSDm(*Ever;s_ingle target thét""v-s.r-é"éé to has women, children, and civilians listed at sdhehp;dint prior to
going in. When | say target | mean when we do a cordon and search, a Level 1 daylight cordon and
search, or a level 2 pighttime cordon and search with our Commandos or partnered ANA. The same
thing happens with RCT7 in Marjah right now, they had all the exact same stuff on their targets that we
did. Most of the 82D feed that we watch when SOTF East does an operation with them, or they report
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women and children are fleeing/the area. That doesn’t mean that every woman and child has left the
village, but we get those reports on everything and that is not a new report.

LT6d). b the situations that you just described you are not talking about a kinetic strike that is going to
]
kill or wound every person in thlat area correct?

Maskd pidto.
LT&)@ a cordon and search you have to be careful of the women and children.

M(eu)(é)guess it would be if you correlated it to a dynamic strike from a predator and there was just
four this week that | know that [ cleared exclusion zones for. It is the same thing if women and children
come up on that then it cuts that actual dynamic target strike.

LBE.®®ow do you take “have we dropped the target yet”? What do you think the Commander mean
by dropping the target?

MN)(ﬁ)don‘t know | was not there.
L('S)@hat term wouldn’t mean anything to you?

M(Pl!)@)am not going to specullate what eth commander was trying to say when he first came in. (f
someone gave testimony of thalt is what he said then thatis their testimony.

LT)(Eﬁ the Commander says that he meant that he wanted to destroy the target, kinetically engage
the target; if you knew that thelf'e were women and children on there would you interject at that point?

MM)(Nbsolutely.
LHZ)@hat is a little different from a cordon and search.
Mmd.b@bsolutely-

Lwed.b®vhose job would it be to tell the BDE CDR that there are potentially women and children on a
target that you are about to do a kinetic strike on?

M@I)(ﬁnyone who knows it.

cod.b®ou said last time when you found out there were civilians on the target that you immediately
reported it to the CJSOTF Commander. Do you go tell the Commander when there are potential civilians
on 2 developing target?

Mm[)(af that nature | would.

C@L(What do you mean of that nature? You just said that it happens all the time.
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MM@)(E)very single target we s‘l'ee civilians on the target. We do not do ;;re_d”afdry fire, and if so | think
they have to clear it all the way Ithrough COMIIC.

|
COLp.Mwou didn’t answer the question so | will try to ask it correctly. You said a couple of times today
that when you identify women ?nd children on a target, developing target, or potential target... Is that
wake up criteria? Is that an information reporting requirement to the CJISOTF Commander?

MA.H@n a dynamic target it would be.

COH).H@N any target.
- J -
M(&almo. Every single target that we go to has civilians on it.

|
C@)B)ut yet when you identify civilians at the back end of the target you immediately report it to the
CJSOTF CDR.

MM()(At the back end of the target...
coubafter the strike.
Mayd.bRoger.

C(Blﬂa)@kay, | am just having trouble with the logic of this, so we have the potential for women and
children in a developing target and we don’t say poo, but we go ahead and report it to the CJSOTF
commander after we execute a target and identify them? How does the CJSOTF Commander get to the
target execution?

Mq&u)(ﬂs | understood it when | first came in was that there were possible women and children in the
vehicles was prior to me coming in. We didn’t have a PID of women and children in the vehicles and
they had the different assets that were reporting down to the GFC had PID of enemy personnel in all of
the vehicles, and everyone was clear on that, and when the KIOWAs did the fly over and did the PID of
enemy personnel at the time | sitill didn’t expect a strike. | personally did not expect a strike with what
was going on at that time.

cold.biasked you a different question. You told us a couple of times today that there are civilians,
women, and children on every I@'arget. You implied that it doesn’t require any action. | then said that if
you hit a target and then identify women and children were on the target that was just hit that you
immediately report it to the Commander. | am looking for the logic here that we have women and
children on potential targets thﬁt we are going to employ ordinance on possibly and we don’t inform the
Commander, but we bring him iln after we have broken the glass. How do you let the Commander
influence the target execution?

Mayd.dam not saying that he wasn’t informed of that, | am just saying that | didn’t inform him of that
when he came in, and | didn’t see that as a target at that time. It was not a target; there was not a line
and build up to say that the GFC was getting ready at any moment to engage this target. | had no
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