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The natute and range of terrotist and violent extremist threats has evolved quickly, in a media
enviconment that often seizes on the sensational, and we must come fogether to channel the
energies of citizens, communities, and the private sector toward building a greater sense of
preparedness and resilience. '

Policy Context

In August 2011, the White House teleased Ewmponering 1 ocal Partners to Provent | iolent Exxirennism in the
United States. the first national strategy to ptevent violent extremism domestically. In December
2011, a cortesponding Strategic Implementation Plan outlined the specific steps depattments and
agencies will take to achieve the strategy's central goal of preventing violent extremists and their
supporters from radicalizing, recruiting, ot inspiring individuals or groups in the United States to
commit acts of violence.

While investigations and prosecutions are essential, successfully preventing violent extremism
requires a range of government tools beyond traditional law enforcement activiies. CVE often
involves undercutting terrorist ideologies and local drivers of mdimlizatibﬁ, and it 1s therefore
equally if not mote important that civil socicty and non-governmental actors patticipate, particularly
oiven government’s legal and credibility limitations in this space. As such, the undetlying premise of
our approach to countering violent extremism in the United States is that (1) communities are the
solution to violent extremism; and (2) CVE efforts are best pursued at the local level, with
considerations for local dynamics. ‘

At the federal level, the Department of Homeland Secutity (DHS), the Depattment of Justice
(DOJ), the Pederal Bureau of Investigation (IBI), and the National Counterterrorism Center
(NCTC) are ﬂx}plememing the strategy by executing their respective missions while collaborating
_with other agencies to ensute a coordinated, whole-of government approach. In the field, local
governments and law enforcement agencies continue o build relationships within their communities
through established community policing and community outreach mechanisms.  In this respect,
decades of community-based problem solving, local partnerships, and community-otiented policing
provides a basis for addressing violent extremism as part of a broader mandate of community safety,
with an emphasis on crime prevention.

What is CVE?

The term “Countering Violent Extremism’” refers to the “preventative” aspects of counterterrorism,,
which refers to efforts focused on preventing future tecruitment into tetrotist groups. It is distinet
from disruptive actions which focus on stopping acts of terrorism by those who have alteady
subscribed to violence. '
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