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DAY I- Foreign Terrorist Fighter Recruitment & Flow: Dome.\·tic & 
International Impact.~· & Strategies 

Welcoming Remarks 
ovcmbcr 18111

- 8:35-8:45 am 

Lieutenant Generttl Bennet S. Sacolicli 
Director. /) ir ec/oral c of S'tmtcgic OfJCI'uliunal Planni11g . . V( TC · 

Bennet Sacolick \\as promoted to Liemrnant General and assumed duties as the Director for Strategic 
Operational Planning at the !Xational Countcrtcrrori m Center on 14 April 2014 . 

l ie began hi s military sen· icc b: enlisting in the United States Army in 198 1 and was assigned to 2nd 
Ranger Battalion prior to attending Officer Candidate School. He \\as commiss ioned as an ln l~mt ry Officer 
in June l flR::! . 

Hi ~ military education is consistent with that of a career Special Forces ofTicer and inc ludes graduating 
from the Defense Language Institute (Spanish), a Bachelor of Science in Ps)chology from San Francisco 

State University, a \!laster's in Adm in istra ti on from Central \1ichigan Gniversit> and complet ion of the National Clandestine Ser\ ices 
Graduate Studies rrogram vvhile serving as an Army Fellow at the Central Intel ligence Agency. 

Lieutenant General Saco lick has more than 30 years as a special operator and has commanded Special Operations Forces at the 
detachment. troop, squadron . group, task force. and division level. 

He has completed tllll rs with the 2nd Ranger Battalion at Fort Lewis. WA; 1st Battalion. 509th Airborne Ratta lion Combat Team in 
Viccnza, Italy; 3rd Batlalion and the 7th Special Forces Grour {Airbome) in Panama. l ie was aM ilitary Advisor in fl Salvador and 
sencd more than 12 years in the I st Special Forces Operat ional Detachment- Delta, culminating as both the unit and Task l_. orce 
Commander during Operation IRAQI FREEOO:V1. General Sacolick also served as both the Deputy and Commanding General of the 
United States Army's John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School. 

!lis staff assignments include serv ing as the Chief of Currem Operat ions at the Joint Special Operations Command. Deputy Oirector 
l(>r Defense at the CIA's Counter Terrorism Center and Oireclor of Force Manag~: rnent & Development at the Cnited States Special 
Operations Command, Mac Dil l Air Force Rase. fl orida. 

ll e has participated in combat operations in El Salvador, Peru, Colombia. and Named Operations; JUST CAUSE (Panama). OES ERT 
STOR\11 (\1iddle East), Tf RANCIER (Somalia), JOINT ENDE/\ VOR (Bosnia). r:NOUHI~·G FREED0\1 (Afghanistan). and IRI\QI 
FREED0\1. 

Rennet and his wile, Joyce. are happily married and consider Fayette\ille North Carolina their home. 
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Keynote Speaker 
November l gth- 8:45-9:15 am 

Rami Beers 
1Jepu~1· Assistant to the President am/ Depwy llmnchmd 5iecuri!y Adrisor 

Rand Beers currently serves as Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Homeland Security Advisor 
on the National Security Council Staffofthe White House. 

Prior lt) this position, Mr. Beers was the Acting Secretary of the U.S. Department of llomcland Security 
( DHS ). Previously he served as Acting Deputy Secretary from !\·lay 2013 until September 2013. ln June 
2009, Rand Beers was nominated by President Barack Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate to serve 
as the Under Secretary fur the National Protection and Programs Directorate (NPPD) at the DHS, where he 
has led NPPD's integrated efforts to reduce risks to physical, cyber and communications infrastructures. 

Throughout his . at DHS, prior to becoming Acting Secretary, Rand Beers was a trusted advisor to the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, providing invaluable counsel and gu1dance on a wide spectrum ot homeland security issues. trom counterterrorism efforts to 
cybersccurity. 

During his tenure at DHS befbre becoming the Acting Secretary, he concurrently served as the Department's Counterterrorism 
Coordinator, overseeing departmental operational and policy functions to prevent, respond to, and mitigate threats to U.S. national 
security from acts of terrorism. Before serving in DHS. he was the co-chair of the mrs Transition Team for the incoming Obama 
Administration. 

Prior to the Obama Administration, Rand Beers was the President oft he National Security Network, a network of experts seeking to 
foster discussion of progressive nalit1nal security ideas around the country, and an Adjunct I .ecturer at the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard. 

Mr. Beers served on the National Security Council Staff under four Presidents as Director for Counter-terrorism and Counter-narcotics 
( 1988-1992 ), Director for Peacekeeping ( l 993-!995 ), Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Intelligence Programs 
( !995-!998 }, and Special i\ssistant to the President and Senior Director for Combating Terrorism (2002-2003 ). He resigned from the 
'!'\SC Staff in March 2003 and retired from government service in April 2003. Following his departure, he served as national st.'!curity 
advisor for the Kerry campaign (2003-2004 ). 

Rand Beers began his professional career as a Marine Corps otlker and rifle company commander in Vietnam ( 1964-1968). He 
entered the Foreign Service in 197! and transferred to the Civil Service in 1983. He served most of his career in the Department of 
State, including as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Regional Affair:; in the Bureau ofPolith:o-Military Affairs, focusing on the 
Middle East and Persian Gulf ( 1992-1993 ). He was Assistant Secretary of State fi.1r International Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
A flairs ( 1 998-2002). 

Mr. Beers earned a bachelor's degree from Dartmouth College and a master's degree from the University of Michigan. 
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Panel #1: Foreign Terrorist Fighter Flow: 5Ws 
i'\ovember I Sth -- 9 : 15 -- I 0:30am 

This panel will discuss the sources. recruitment. motivmiom. destinations. financing. and facilitation ojfi>reign 
fighters to ji·ame.fiaure di.\·cus.,·iom. Panelists willfhcus on !he efTecrs ofsocial media and techno/oK_\'. 

Brelte Steele ( Afodero!Or) 

Senior Co1111.1'd qtti('(' o{rhe /Jepwr . I rrome_r Gellcrul 

Brctte Stee le serves as Senior Coun. el to the Dcput~ r\ttomey General and coordinates the Depanmcm of 
Just ice's efforts to counter violem extrem ism. Steelc also chairs the Department of Justi ce Arab- and 
Muslim-American l·: ngagcment Advisory Committee and Vice Chairs the Attorney General's Advisory 
Comminee on the Employment of People with Disabilities. Before joining. the Office of the Deputy 
Attorney General, she coordinated Departmental CVE po licy through the Office of Legal Policy. 

Steele graduated "ith a B.A. from l: niversity <>f Ca lifornia, Berkeley. and a J.D. from UCLA School of 
Law. l'ol lowing law school. she clerked f()r Judge lJorothy W. Nelson on the U.S. Court of Appeals tor the 

inth Circuit and worh.ed as an associate in the Supreme Court and Appellate Group of Mayer Brown LLP. 

Matthew Let•itt 

/)irccfol'. Stein Prog ram ()/1 Cmmrertei'I'OI' i.\'/J/ and lmelligcnce. r romer-lf'('x /er Fe !lOll'. 

II 'ashinglon llll't itulc / (H ,.\'('ur h'wt Policy 

Matthe11 Lev ill is the Fromer- We.xler fdl011 and director of The Washington Institute's Stein Program on 
Counter1errori . m and Intell igence. From 200:' to carl) 2007, he served as deputy assistant secretary f()r 
intelligence and analysis at the U.S. Department of the Treasury. In that capacity, he served both a · a senior 
ollicial11 ithin the department'. terrorism and financial intelligence branch and as deputy ch ief oft he Office of 
Intelligence and Anal) sis, one of sixteen .. intelligence agencies coordinated under the Office of the Director 
of Nationa l Intelligence. During his tenure at ·1 reasury. Or. Levitt played a central role in etlorts to protect the 
U.S. firrandal system from abuse and to den) terrorists, \\Capons proliterators. and other rogue actors the 

abilit) to finance threats to U.S. national security. In 2008-2009. he served as a State Department counterterrorism advisor to the 
special envoy for Middle East regional security (SEMERS), General James L. Jones. 

From 2001 to 2005. Dr. Levitt served the lnstit.ute as founding dirt>ctor of its Terrorism Researdt Program (nov,· renamed as above). 
11hich was established in the wake ofthe eptember II attacks. Previous!). he served as a coun terterrorbm intelligence analyst at the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FRI ). 11here he provided tactical and strategic analytical support tor counterterrorism operations. 
tocusing on fundraising and logistical support networks for Middle Eastern terrorist groups. During his fRI service. Dr. Levitt 
participated as a team member in a number of crisis situations. including the terrorist threat surrounding the turn of the millennium and 
tlu.: SqJternber II atta~b. I k hd~ c:arm:d 11 umauu~ dWdrd~ aml ~UIIlll lt:ml <tl i un~ fur hi~ guvennne11t :-,c rvice at l.Julh the FBI and the: 
Treasury Department. 

Or. Levitt holds a bachelor's degree in political science trorn Yeshiva Universit) . as well as a master's degree in law and diplomac~ 
and a doctoratt' from Tu fts Uniwrsity's fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He was a graduate researd1 fellow at llarvard La1\ 
School's Program on Negot iation and has taught at both Johns llopkins U n iversit~ 's Pau l II. Nit1c School of Advanced International 
Studies and Zanvyl Krieger School of Arts and Sciences. 

Dr. Levitt has served as an e\pert witness in several criminal and civil cases. lectured on international terrorism on behalf of the 
Depanments of State. Ju~tice. Defense. and I lome land Secur i t~. con~ulted for various U.S . government agencies and private indust r~. 
and testified before the Senate and llouse on matters relating to international terrorism. He has held fe ll owships with the Combating 
Terrorism Center (\TC) at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and the Homeland Security Po licy Institute at the George 
Washington University. is a term member of the Council on Foreign Re lations. and serves as a member of the internat ional advisory 
board lor both the Insti tute for Counter-Terrorism in Israel and the International Centre for Po litical Violence & Ten·orism Research in 
Sincapore. 
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Or. Levitt has writ1en extensively on terrorism, countering violent extremism, illicit finance and sanctions. the Middle East, and Arab
Israeli peace negotiations. with articles appearing in peer-reviewed journals, policy magazines, and the press, including the Wall Street 
Journal. Washington Post, Fon::ign Aftairs, Foreign Policy, and numerous other publications. He is also a frequent guest on the 
national and internationa l media, and the author of several books and monographs, including l-lamas: Politics. Charity and Ten·orism 
in the Service of Jihad (Yale University Press, 2006), Negotiating Under Fire: Preserving Peace Talks in the Face of Terror Attacks 
( Rowman & Littlefield. 2008), and Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon's Party of God (Georgetown University Press, 20 13). 

Frank Cilluffo 
Associate Vice President & Director, /lome/and Security 
Policy Institute, the George Washington Universitv 

Frank J. Cilluffo is an Associate Vice Prt:sident at The George Washington 
University where he leads a number of national security and cyber security 
policy and research initiati\·es. Cilluffo directs the inter-disciplinary 
Homeland Security Policy Institute (HSPI) . is co-director ofGW's Cyber 
Center for National and Economic Security and along whh the School of 
Business, launched the university's World Executive MBA in 
Cybersecurity program. He also directs a new University-wide strategic 

en<Jtt. the Cybersecurity Initiative on policy, research and education chaired by Judge Michael Chertoff 

Cilluffo is routinely called upon to advise senior officials in the E\ecutive Branch, US Armed Services, and State and Local 
governments on an array of national and homeland security strategy and policy matters. He also frequently briefs Congressional 
committe sand their staffs and has testified before Congress over 25 times at high profile hearings on counterterrorism. cyber threats, 
security and deterrence. weapons proliferation. organized crime, intelligence and threat assessment. as well as emergency 
management, border and transportation security. Similarly, he works with US allies and organizations such as NATO and l:.uropol. He 
has presented at a number of bi-lateral and multi-lateral summits on cybersecurity and countering lslamist terrorism, including the UN 
Security Council. 

Cilluffo has published extensively in academic, law. busines , and policy journals. and magazines and newspapers v.orldwide. 
including: ABC News, Foreign Policy, The Journal oflnternational Security Affairs, The Nationallntcrcst, Parameters, Politico, 
Studies in Conflict and Terrorism. USA Today, US News & World Report, The Washington Quarterly and the Washington Post. He 
currently serves on the editorial advisory board for Military and Strategic Afrairs and routinely acts as a reviewer for other 
publications and for grant-making foundations. 

Cilluffo serves or has served on various national security-related committees sponsored by the US go\>ernment and non-profit 
organizations, including the Homeland Security Advisory Council, where he served as the Vice Chairman of the Future of Terrorism 
Task Force, chaired by Congressman Lee Hamilton. Cilluffo also served as a member of the Secure Borders and Open Doors 
Ad vi ory Committee. Defense Science Board committees and summer studies, and along with Norm Augustine. chaired the first 
Quadrenniall lomeland Se urity Review Ad\'isory Council. lie continues to remain active in the non-profit, educational and think tank 
communities serving on various committees and panels. His current leadership posi tions include serving on the f\ational Council of 
Advisors for the Center for the Study ofthe Presidency and Congress and as chairman of the National Consortium for Advanced 
Policing. 

Cilluffo joined GW in 2003, establishing HSPI as a prominent nonpartisan "think and do tank'' dedicated to the building bridges 
between theory and practice to advance US security. HSPI has hosted numerous Cabinet Members and agency directors, military and 
law enforcement officers, Members of Congress, diplomats, business executives and academics and has issued dozens of reports that 
arc widely cited by media, re earch in~>titutions , think tanks and governments. 

Prior to joining GW. Ci llutTo served as Special Assistant to the !>resident for Homeland Security. Immediately following the 
September II, 200 I terrorist attacks, Cilluffo was appointed by President George W. Bush to the newly created Office of Homeland 
Security. During his tenure at The White I louse, he was involved in a wide range of counterterrorism and homeland ~ecurity strategy 
and policy initiatives, served as a principal advisor to Governor Tom Ridge, and directed the President's llomeland Security Advisory 
Council. 

Before his White House appointment, CillufTo spent eight years in senior policy positions with the Center for Stratt::gic & International 
Studies (CSIS), a \Vashington-based think tank. At CSIS, he chaired or directed numerous commit1ccs and task forces on homeland 
defense, counterterrorism, transnational organized crime, as well as information warfare and information assurance. 
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JJ/illiam Brlln~tf 
Executive Director. S1>1R7: Unhwsity olMm:rlmul 

William Brani If is the Executive Director at START. He previously served as the Director of Practitioner 
Education and an Instructor at West Point's Combating Terrorism Center (CTC). There he led the 
practitioner education program, the nation's largest provider of counterterrorism education to federal, state 
and local governmental audiences. Braniffis a graduate ofthe United States Military Academy where he 
received his bachelor's degree. Following his Company Command as an Armor Officer in the U.S. Army, 
Braniff attended the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) where he 
received a master's degree in international relations. Upon graduation, Bill worked in the nuclear 
counterterrorism field at the Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration, and as a 

research associate with the CTC Harmony Project at West Point. Braniff lectures frequently for counterterrorism audiences including 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Joint Special Operations University, National Defense University, the United States Attorneys' 
Office and Immigration and Customs Enforcement. In June of2013, he testified before Congress on American attitudes towards 
terrorism and counterterrorism. Braniff has also taken a keen interest in the field of Countering Violent Extremism (CVE). He has 
consulted with the Department or Justice, the FBI and the National Security Start: playing a key role In an interagency working group 
dedicated to the topic. Braniff is also heavily involved in public education. I lis speaking engagements include several Council on 
Foreign Relations and World Affairs Council events in cities around the country. In May of20 I(), Bill took part in the National 
September I lth Museum and Memorial Speaker Series and is featured in the Museum's educational webcast series. He has been 
interviewed on numerous occasions by National Public Radio, the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, and by a host of 
additional international, national and local print and radio media outlets. 
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Keynote Speaker 
Novemher I R1

h - 10:30-11 :00 am 

Congressman Miclwel T. Jl1cCaul 
Chairman r?f the 1-lmtse Commiffee on !-lome/and SecuritY 

Congressman Michae l T. McCaul is serving in hi s fifth term representing Te>-as' lOth District in the United 
Stillcs Congress and in January 20 13 he became Chairman of the House Committee on Homeland 
Security. As Chairman his top priorities an: to address the al Qacda-Hczbollah terrorist threat, border 
securit). cybcr sccurit~ and fixing the Department of llomcland Security to ensure it is capable or carrying 
out its core mission of protecting the homeland. In addition, Chairman McCaul will work to make the 
nation·s airport security system smarter and more efficient. 

During th~ I 12th Congn:s~. McCaul served as Chairman of the 0\ersight.lnvesligutions unu Management 
Subcommittee. which has oversight of all Department or Homeland Security operations. 

Hailing !'rom a border state, Cllatrman McCaul has been a leader in border security since he entered Congress in 2005. In November 
20 12, McCau l authored the M~cond edition or his repo rt. "A Line in the Sand: Confronting Crime, Violence anti Terror at the 
Southwest Border ... which revealed the increased presence of Iran and llezbollah in I ,a tin Alllcrica and their relationships with drug 
cartels that control smuggling routes into the United States. 

Congressman McCaul has helped to secure three Unmanned Aeria l Vehicles for Texas to provide law enforcement better border 
suneillance. lie has taken the lead in ident ifying existing Department of Defense tedmolt>gics that have proven successful in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, for use along the Southwest border without duplicating research and development, ultimately saving taxpayers money 
and making the equipment operational more quickly. 

Congressman McCaul is a leader on cyber security policy. li e co-chaired the Center for Strar.::gic and International Studies· (CSIS) 
Commission on Cybersccurity tor the 44th President. which presented cyber security recommendations to !'resident Obama's 
administrat ion upon taking oftice in 2009. In 2012 McCaul authored the Cyber Securit:r Enhancement Act. which passed the House. 
and would help harden federal networh, improve coordinat ion inside and outside of government, improve research and development 
as well as the quality of our cyber workforce. With a high wncentration of high tech companies in his district. lcCaul has cultivated 
a re lationship with the high tech community from Austin to Washington to Silicon Valley and has v.orked to include industry in 
shaping cyber security policy in order to promote information sharing and protect critical infrastructure. 

Prior to Congress. Michae l McCaul served as Chief of Counter-Terrorism and National Security in the U.S. Attorney· s oflice. Western 
District of Texas. and led the Joint Terrorism Task Force. lie served as Texas Depttl) Attorney General under current L.S. Senator 
John Corn)n, and served as a federal prosec utor in the Department of Justice' Publ ic Integrity Section in Washington, D.C. 

McCaul earned a H.A. in Business and ll istory from Trinity Lni\'crsity and holds a J. D. from St. Mary's University School of Law. He 
is a graduate of the Senior Executive Fellows Program of the School of Government, Harvard t.:niversity. 

8 



Approved for release by the ODNI on 27 March 2018- DF-2018-00080 

National Countenenorism Center- Countering Violent Extremism & Community Engagemem Conference l Nu~ember 18111 & 19'" 2014 

Novcmhcr l 12:00 

Seamus H11glles 
Polk:r Stqfli:r, Natimwl Counterterrorism Center 

Seamus Hughes is policy staffer in the Countering Violent Extremism Group ofthe National 
Counterterrorism Center. He helps coordinate and kad USG efforts to partner with State and Local 
govemmcnts, and comnumities to counter violent extremism. Previously, Seamus served as the Senior 
Counterterrorism Advisor on the U.S. Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee. ln that capacity, he advised on international and domestic terrorism issues with a focus on 
the use of the lmernct for radicalization and recruitment of terrorists. Seamus was a lead investigator 
and contr-ibutor to the bipartisan Congressional report (•ntitled A Ticking Time Bomb: 

Counterterrorism Lessons trom the U.S. Government's failure to Prevent the Fort Hood Attack. He is also the author of a 
congressional report entitled Zachary Chesser: A Case Study in Online lslamist Radicalization and Its Meaning for the Threat of 
Homegrown Terrorism. He is a graduate of the University of Maryland and was a Senior Fellow at the George Washington University 
Homeland Security Policy Institute. 

b:f'mt Saeed 
Senior Pofh:v Adviwr. U,)', Department ojlfomeland Securi~1·, 

lrfan Saeed currently serves as a Senior Policy Advisor, in the US Department of Homeland 
Security, Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. Mr. Saeed advises DHS leadership on policy 
issues at the intersection of civil rights and homeland security, developing and coordinating 
activities relating to countering violent extremism. Prior to joining Homeland Security, Mr. Saeed 
worked as a criminal prosecutor, at the state and federal leveL Mr. Saeed worked as an Assistant 
United States Attorney, US Department of Justice, in the Eastern District of Louisiana, as well as 
an Assistant District Attorney, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

During his federal employment, Mr. Saeed has also worked extensively overseas. He served as the Resident Legal Advisor in t\vo US 
Embassies- in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, and Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. In addition, while deployed to the US Embassy in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, he was tasked to develop the Community Engagement O!Tice, the first of its kind in U.S. Embassies worldwide, to use 
traditional public diplomacy tools to counter violent extremism (CVE) in Pakistan. 

Mr. Saeed is a graduate oft he Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Academy, College of Analytical Studies, Quantico, Virginia; 
Loyola Univer~>ity School of Law, and Louisiana State University. 

9 



Approved for release by the ODNI on 27 March 2018- DF-2018-00080 

:\a:ionul ( ·uuntcrt t•rmrbm Center - Countering Viokntl :<tremism & Commun:t) F ngag~rncnt (t>nkrcn~c J'o, emb..:r I K' '• & 19"' 2014 

U.S. International Media Strategy to Counter Extremist Influences in 
Syria/Iraq 
November 18'11

- I :30-2:00 pm 

Robert Bole 
/)ireuor of (,/ohal Stral£',1.,.'1 ·. /Jrowlcasling /Jourd o/Gon•nwrs 

Robert Hole is the Director of Global Strateg~. managing. supervising and direct ing the Office of 
DigitaiOe ·ign and Innovation. the Onice of .·trateg! and Den!lopmcnt, the OfTtce of Performance 
Re,·ie" and the Office of Policy. 

Prior to I hi s role. he served a · Director of Innovation. where he leads the agency's usc of techno logy 
10 improve storytelling. ne\\S delivery and crisis response. li e direc ts the agency's digi tal strategy 
and \\Orks with journalists to appl) innovation in their digi tal media prouucts. with a particular focus 
on opportunities that engage and connect audiences. 

Before coming to the BBG in ~0 II . Bole served as the ' ice president or Digital Media Stra tegies at the Corporation for Public 
Broadca;;ting where he helped lead the creation of a unified digital dis tribution platform across telt'vision. radio and mobile content. 
lie also created and executl'd a strateg~ to improve public media's usc of social media a· a means ofcngag.ing citizens in journalism, 
civic dialogue and education. Prior to that. Bole worked for the One Economy Corporation. a globa l non-profi t organization that 
le erage the power ofte hno logy in underserved communities around the world. 

Bole received a 1:3.A. in Economics from George Washington Universit~ and a Masters in City Plann ing from the University of 
Pennsyh·ania. He is a frequent speaker at technology and media events such as SXSW, FcdScoop. CES and Tech@State. and was an 
Execut ive in Res idence at Wharton. He has led teams to such successes as a Webby 13usiness Award in ~001 and an Online 1\ews 
Associati on Award in2012. 

Brian Conniff 
Pn:sid<'nl of tltc .\Iiddle l:'w1 /Jrowlcasting .\'ct1mrf..s. Inc. 

Brian '1. Conniff is President of the 1iddle f-ast Broadcasting 1\etworks, Inc. (M 13 :-..;). broadca ·ting news and 
information in Arabic to the Middle East. A · President ofMB . Conn iff over ees the operat ion of the 
popular radio net\\Orh. Radio Sawa. as \\CII a ·.two television channels: Al hurra and Alhurra- lraq. According 
to int.:rnatiunal n:search firms such as /\\Nielsen, Alhurra and Radio Sawa have an unduplicated weekly 
readt of more than 29 million people in the Middle East. Sponsored ny the U.S. Government, MRJ\'s 
mission is to broadcast accurate, timely and relevant news and intormation about the region, the world and 
the United States to a broad. Arabic-speaki ng audience. 

Prior to joining MBN, Conniff was the Exccuti' e Director of the Broadcasting Goard of Governors (UIJG). the U.S. Government 
agenc) that oversees al l U.S-funded, non-militar) international broadcasting. ·1 he BBG is headed by a part-time, bipartisan board of 
governors. /\s Executi e Director. Connil'fserved as the agency's senior management offi cial responsible tor implementing the policy 
dec isions of the BBG. li e directed the agency's strategic pl;mning. budget tbrmulation and allocation process, and proYided oversight 
and coordination of all U.S.- funded international broadcasting entities Voice of America. Office of Cuba Broadcasting ( Radiofl'V 
Marti), Radio Free 1-:urope/Radio Liberty. Radio Free Asia. Middle East 13roadcasting !\ctwork . (Radio Saww'Aihurra TV), and the 
Internationa l Broadcasting Hurl:!au. 

From 1999 to 2002 Connitl' sened a the acting director of the International Broadcasting Bureau (I £3L3 ). In this capacity Conniff \\aS 
responsible for the day- to-day management of bureau activit ies. inc luding the operations of the Voice of America. Radio and TV 
Marti. and a world wide engineering and transmission network. During his tenure. I BB made the transition trom a rad io-based 
organ izat ion to a mu lti-media emerprise. sign ificantly ex panding the use of the Internet and television. Thi s modernization of the 
UBG's delivery systems resu lted in significantly inc reased aud iences lor U.S. international broadcasting. 

Before joining the BBG. Conniff\\a · the Inspector General for Radio Free EuropeiRadio Libert} from 1989 to 1995. Conniff 
previously wo rked for the U.S. Information /\gency and the U.S . Genera l Accountabil ity Oflice. 
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Panel #2: Eml!loying CVE to the Foreign Fighter Problem Internationally
Prevention and Counter*Recruitment 
November 18th- 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

Representatives from U.S. efforts to combat foreign fighters will discuss current efforts to counter this 
phenomenon, CVE best practices, and lessons learned. 

Nat 

AA1B Robert A. Bnultke (.Moderator) 
_)'enior ,l,l\·isorfor Porlllcr E11gagemenl on .s:rria Foreign Fighters 

Ambassador Robert Bradtke serves as Senior Advisor for Partner Engagement on Syria Foreign 
Fighters. He is responsible for leading Department of State and inter-agency efforts in engaging 
with foreign partners to prevent and interdict foreign extremist travel to Syria. Mr. Bradtke brings 
to this position in the Bureau of Counterterrorism more than forty years of experience in dealing 
with foreign policy and national security issues, including service in a series of senior positions in 
the State Department and on the National Security Council staff. 

A career Foreign Service Officer, Mr. Bradtke joined the State Department in 1973. His first 
overseas assignments were Georgetown, Guyana and Zagreb, Yugoslavia. Retuming to Washington in 1978, he served in the Office 
of Eastern European Affairs and as an American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow, working in the offices of 
Senator Charles Mathias and then-Congressman Dick Cheney. In 1983, he was posted to Moscow and then to Bonn. From 1990 to 
1994, Mr. Bradtke worked in the Department of State's Bureau of Legislative Affairs, becoming Deputy Assistant Secretary in 1992. 

In August !994, Secretary of State Warren Christopher selected Mr. Bradtke as his Executive Assistant. Upon completing that 
assignment in !996, Mr. Bradtke served for three years as Deputy Chief of Mission at the American Embassy in London. In July 1999, 
President Clinton appointed Mr. Bradtke as Executive Secretary of the National Security Council. He remained in that position under 
President Bush, until August 2001. From September 200 I through 2005, Mr. Bradtke served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
European Affairs, responsible for European security issues. From 2006 to 2009, he was the United States Ambassador to Croatia. 
Following his retirement in 2009, he was asked by Secretary Clinton to serve as the United States Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk 
Group. He worked in that capacity for more than three years as a mediator assisting the parties to find a peaceful settlement to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict In 20!3, he served as head of the U.S. delegation to the OSCE Human Dimension meeting. 

A native of Chicago, Mr. Bradtke completed his undergraduate studies at the University of Notre Dame, including spending a year in 
the University's foreign studies program in Angers, France. He did graduate work at the Bologna Center ofthe Johns Hopkins School 
of Advanced International Studies and at the University of Virginia, He has three times been the recipient of the Department of State's 
Superior Honor Award, and in 2001 and 2009 received Presidential Meritorious Service Awards trom President Bush and President 
Obama for sustained superior accomplishment in the conduct of foreign policy and public service. 

Eric Geeltm 
Depu~r Director, lmcmatimwl Secnri~r Operations. Po/iJfil Bureau. 
I?(Stafe 

Eric Geelan is a Foreign Service Ofllcer with the Department of State, Eric joined the Department in 
2012, and is currently working in the State Department's Bureau of Political Military Affairs. From 2011 
to summer 20 !4, Eric served as the head of the Political Military team at Embassy London. In that 
capacity, he led the Embassy's Countering Violent Extremism efforts in partnership with the Embassy's 
Public Affairs Office. Prior to that Eric served in Panama as Deputy Political Counselor, in Jerusalem as 
Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer, and Caracas as a Political and Counselor Officer. He is married and 
has two sons. 
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Daniel Kimmage 

Group Director/or Digital Prl!scnce, Centerfor Strategic Counterterrnrism 
Communicmions, U.S. Deportment <~lStale 

Daniel Kimmage is the Group Director for Digital Presence at the U.S. State Department's Center for 
Strategic Counterterrorism Communications. He received his undergraduate education at the State 
University of New York at Binghamton and earned an M.A. in Russian and Islamic history from 
Cornell University. From 2003 to 2008, Kirnmage was a regional analyst at Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty. ln 2008-2010, Kimmagc was a Senior Fellow at the I lome land Security 
Policy Insti tute. Kim mage's published reports on extremist media strategies include Iraqi Insurgent 

Media: The War 0f Images and Ideas (co-author. 2007), The AI-Qaeda Media Nexus (author, 2008), and AI-Qaeda Central and the 
Internet (author, 2010). 

Damon .._S'tevens 
Chief, Middle East Grmlfl, ,11/ationa! Counterterrorism Center 

Damon currently serves as the Chief of the Middle East Group within the National Counterterrorism 
Center's (NCTC) Strategic Operational Plann ing Directorate, where he leads the Center's efforts to 
develop and integrate whole-of-government regional cow1terterrorism strategies and actions. Damon has 
long been associated with NCTC's Countering Violent Ex tremism (CVE) Group, a team he helped stand
up in 2007 to lead the coordination and integration of US Government counter-radicalization policies and 
ini tiatives (both overseas and domestical ly). rrom 2010-2012 Damon was detai led to the Department of 
Defense where he served as a Fellow and then Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, as well as lead ing OS!Ys Global Strategic Engagement Team (GSET ). In this role. Damon worked 

with senior DoD leaders and advised Under Secretaries Michele Flournoy and Jim Miller on numerous defense policy efforts ranging 
from countering extremism, U.S. policy responses to the' Arab Spring', Asia, and most important!), the coordination and 
implementation of strategic communication policy and plans. Prior to joining NCTC, Damon served as a Foreign Affairs Officer in 
the U.S. Department of State, where he focused on the development and implementation of policies and projects to counter re ligion· 
based discrimination within the Middle East and Africa regions. Previously, Damon litigated complex commercial and securi ties law 
cases in Chicago with the international law firm of Baker McKenzie LLP and served as an Officer in the US. Marine Corps. where he 
deployed to Iraq and Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. lie started his professional career as an aide to U.S. Senator 
Connie Mack in Florida and holds academic degrees from Georgetown Univcrsit~. the U.S. Naval War College, Michigan State 
University, and most importantl y, the University of Florida. 

Not 
Avm:able 

CPT Robert McQueen 
92nd Civil A!Jairs Batw!ion 

CPT McQut:en Wll~ bot II in Suu Valley, ID on Sc::pLemiJ..:1 20th, 1981. lie;; enlbtcd in the ldahv 
National Guard in 2004 and was assigned to A CO, I 16th Engineer BN, I J 6th Cavalry BDE, Post 
Falls Idaho. In 2006 he graduated with a Bachelor's of Science from the University of Idaho and 
Commissioned as an Armor Officer through R.O.T.C. CPT McQueen was assigned to lst PLT 
(RECON), C Company, 1st Squadron 33rd Cavalry, 3rd Brigade Combat Team (Rakkasans), 
JOist Airborne Division (Air Assault). CPT McQueen deployed in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2007-2008 as a Dismounted Reconnaiss~mee Platoon Leader. In October of2008 
CPT McQueen was assigned to A Co, I /33 CA V where he served as the Executive Officer. In 

2010 CPT McQueen attended the Civil Affairs Qualification Course (SOF) and upon completion was assigned to Civil Affairs Team 
2 I I, 95th Civil Affairs Brigade (A). From January 2012- October 20 12 he deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, 
conducting Village Stability Operations under Special Operations Task force-Southeast. In December 2012 CPT McQueen was 
assigned to Civil Affairs Team 222. October 20 13-August 2014 CAT 222 deployt!d in support of Special Operations Command 
Europe as the Civil Military Support Element to Bosnia&. Hcr7cgovina. As the element OIC, CPT McQueen worked with 
international agencies, Bosnian Military and Counter Terrorism forces, and Interagency Partners to rni tigaie Civil Vulnerabilities and 
Counter Violent Extremism. 
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CPT McQueen's awards and decorations include the Bronze Star \1edal( I OLC), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal. Army Commendation Medal. Department of State Meritorious Honor A ward, National Defense Service 
Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal( 1 OLC), Afghanistan Campaign Medal( 1 OLC), Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon(3), NATO Medal, Combat Action Badge, Pathfinder Badge, Air Assault Badge, Basic Parachutist 
Badge, the Chilean Parachutist Badge, and the Peruvian Parachutist Badge. 

CPT McQueen's military education includes Armor Officer Basic Course, Army Reconnaissance Course( Scout Leaders Course), 
Airborne School, Air Assault School. Infantry Captains Career Course, Advanced Short Range Marksmanship, Long Range 
Designated Marksman, Pathfinder School, Special Operations Language Course in Mandarin Chinese, Civil Affairs Qualification 
Course (SOF), SERE C(High Risk), SERE 2!1 (Specialized SERE), Anti-Terrorism Force Protection (LVL 2), USAID District 
Stability Framework, FEMA Civil Defense Officer Course, Gryphon Group's Mobile Military Force Protection Course. Surveillance 
Detection, Advanced Negotiation Training Course, Interagency Integration Training, and Advanced OtfRoad Mobility. 
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Panel #3: Foreign Terrorist Fighters and the Homeland and Domestic CVE 
Resilience Strategies 
November I 8'h- 2:45-4: 15 pm 

This pone/ ~'>·ill examine the effect on the homeland of the recruitment and departure of foreign fighter~. the 
pulential dangers inherent in their eventual return to the US, and slralegies to addrf:. ss these including 
Community Resilience Exercises. and Awareness Briefings. 

Dm•id Gersten (Moderator) 

Coordinator for Counll!rin~ f'io/cnt E·aremism. U.S. lJeparlment of Homeland 
Security 

David Gersten is a Senior E ·ecutive in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) serving as 
the lJepartment's Coordmator t'or c·ountering Vtolent l:.xtrem ism (CVE). David was named CVE 
Coordinator in July, 2014 by DHS Deputy Secretary Alejandro Mayorl-.as and serves as the CVE 
po int of contact for interaction with the White House, Congress, and interagency and international 
partners. David provides unity of effort for the Department's ongoing CV E policy formation. 
trategic CVE acttvities, CV t: support activities and CVE-relevant activities. 

From 2006-2014, David served as Director of the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Programs Branch in the DHS Office for Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties. He was responsible for promoting respect for civil rights and civil liberties in policy creation and implementalion 
by advising Department leadership and personnel. and state and local partners. Gersten led efforts to communicate with individuals 
and communities whose civil rights and civil libertics may be affected by DHS act ivities, in formi ng them about pol ic ies and avenues 
of redress, and promoting appropriate attention within the Department to their experiences and concerns. 

Before joining DHS he held a variety of leadership roles in government. private sector and non-profit organizations. Mr. Gersten's 
work included education. immigration and assimilation policy making: human resources, recrui tment and training for a data 
communications industry leader; and nationwide efforts to idenlify, train and place young people in public policy positions. Gersten is 
a native of Denver, Colorado and is the proud parent of five children, including eleven year old triplets. 

Andrew Luger 
The United States Attorm:r}or the District of Minnesota 

Andrew M. Luger was formally nominated hy President Obarna on Ntn ember 21, 20 13, unanimously 
confirmed by the United States Senate on February 12. 2014, and sworn in on February 14, 2014. as United 
States Attorney for the District of Minnesota. From I 989 - 1992, U.S. Attorney Luger scn·cd as an 
Assistant United States Attorney in the Eastcm District of New York and from 1992 1995, in the District 
of M innc ota, where he prosecuted a wide variety of narcotics and violent crimes cases, as well as large 
white collar cases. Mr. Luger was a parmer at Greene Espel in Minneapolis from 1995 to 2014. His pra ticc 
focused on complex business litigation and whi.te-collar criminal defense. lie received a 1 .D. from the 
Georgetown University Law Center, magna cum laude {1985), and earned his bachelor's degree from 

Amherst College, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa ( 1981 ). 

Darryl W. McSwain 
Assistant Chief of Police, ;"v/onf}(Omery County Pol ice DeJJcwtmcnr 
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Assistant Chief Darryl McSwain is a 26-year veteran of the Montgomery County Department of Police. Assistant Chief McSwain 
currently leads the Patrol Services Bureau which includes the six (6) District Stations and the overnight Duty Commanders. Previous 
assignments included Deputy Commander of the 3rd District, Director of the Internal Affairs Division, Commander of the 1st District 
Station, and Director of the Special Operations Division. As the Special Operations Division Director, he served as the Incident 
Commander on dozens of critical incidents or events to include the Discovery Building suicide bomber/hostage ordeal and the 20 II 
U.S Open Go lf Championship. Chief McSwain works with the Montgomery County Faith Community Working Group and Dr. 
Hedieh Mirahmadi to address prevention. mitigation, and recovery efforts specific to violent extremism. 

Assistant Chief McSwain obtained his 13achelor's Degree in Criminal Ju tice from the University of Maryland and earned a Master's 
Degree in Public Admin istration from Bo\\ie State Universi ty. He is a graduate of the F.B.I. National Academy. 

Haroon Azttr 

Regional Director for Strategic Engagement-Los Angc/c.1. U.S. Depat·tmcnt of 
1/vmelcmd. ecuritr 

Haroon Azar is the DHS Reg ional Director for Strategic Engagement in Los Angeles. Partnering with 
the City of Los Angeles in ovember of20 II, Dl-IS established the first office of its kind in the nation. 
Mr. Azar's primary responsibil ity is strengthening the department 's relationsh ips with state and local 
law enforcement. government offic ials, community groups, academic inst itut ions, and the private 
sector. His office seeks to partner with both government and nongovernment entities locally to advance 
the Department's risk mitigation mission. 

Previously, Mr. Az.ar worked as Deputy Director and Senior Policy Analyst for the Middle East, Afrit:a, 

& South Asia in the Office oflntcrnational Affairs at Dl-IS. His portfolio included providing the Secretary and other department 
leadership with policy analysis and management o f international affairs related to homeland sec urity. Additionally, Mr. Azar was 
responsible for negotiating bilateral and multilateral security agreements with in ternational partners focu ing on improving 
immigration policy, visa security. aviation security, border security, supply chain management, and countering violent extremism 
efforts. Mr. Azar received a Juris Doctor from the UCLA School of Law where he focused on the intersection of national security and 
international law. 

C:ltris l:iiStiflo 

Supcrvi.w1~1 · Special Agent. CT Program Coordinator. FBi Lo.~ Angeles Field Office 

Christopher Castillo is an FBI Supervisory Special Agent and the Counterterrorism Program Coordinator 
for the Joint Terrorism Task Force in Los Angeles. SSA Castillo is a former U.S. Marine Artillery Officer 
and a combat veteran with tours in the Middle East and Asia. lie is a graduate of the University of 
Califo rnia (Santa Cruz) with a degree in Mathematics. 

In Los Angele . SSA Castillo was the case agent for Operation Eastern Approach which engaged and 
neutralil.ed a terrorist immigration smuggling ring in the 1990s. This very successful undercover operation 
led to the arrests and prosecutions of36 terrorist subjects and the first succc sful prosecuiion of the material 

support and resources violation of federal law in the U.S. From th is in \·estigation SSA Castillo led Operation Eastern Money which 
targeted this terrorist group's leadersh ip in Los Angeles and their fund raising efforts. After the arrest and prosecution of their seven 
leaders, he expanded his investigations and worked directly with French and German partners in Operation Lion llunter v.hich 
resulted in 54 arrests in Germany and over ISO arrests in France. Finally, after the U.S. led Coalition invasion of Iraq in 2003. SSA 
Castillo led the team to Northern Iraq to conduct the exploitation ofthe home base of this same terrorist group to include interview 
and interrogations, evidence colkction, and inventory of '"capons, equipment, and links to WMD. SSA Castillo served as a line 
supervisor on the Los Angeles JTTF from 2007 until2013. SSA Castillo also served as an Inspection Team Leader at FI3 111Q in 
Washington DC from June 20 I 0 Until August 20 11. 

f>resently. as the CT Program Coordinator, SSA Castillo assists the Los Angeles SAC with coordination of20 JTIF Squads split into 
three branche · and covering one of the largest territories in population and size in the fBI. Add itionall ) , he was responsible for 
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standing up the Foreign Fighter program for the LA JTTF. He is currently tasked with representing FBI Los Angeles and developing 
the LA CVE model and participating in the interagency working group. 
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Keynote Speaker 
l\o\c:mhcr l81h- .f:45-5: 15 pm 

Secretary Jelz Johnson 
SecrctaJT o/1/ome/wul Security 

Jeh Charles Johnson \\3S S\\Orn in on December ~3, 2013 as the fourth Secretary of Homeland Security. 
Pri<1r to joining I> l iS. Sccrctar) Johnson served as Genera l Counsel for the Department of Defcnst>. where 
he \\aS part of the senior management team and led the more than I 0,000 military and civi lian lawyers 
across th<! Department. As General Counsel of the Defense Department, Secretary Johnson O\er~a \~ the 
dc\'elopment of the legal a~pects of many of our nation's counterterrorism polic ies. spearheaded reforms to 
the mili tary commission. ~ystem at Guanlanamo Ray in 200CJ, and co-authored the 250-page report that 
pa ed the \\3) fo r the repeal of .. Don't Ask. Don ' t l ell" in 2010. 

Sccretar) John~on 's caree r has inc luded ex tensive service in national security . Ia\\ enforcement, and U$ an attorney in pr i,·ate 
ctlrporate 1::1"' practice .. ec retary Johnson \\:IS Gcn.:ra l Counsd of th"' Department of the Air Force from I 998 to 200 1. and he 5c rved 
as an Assistant U.S. Attorney lor the Sou thern District of !\ew York fro m 19fi9 to llJ9 1. 

In prh·atc law practice, Secretar) J ohn~on wao; a parttH.:r \\ ith the 1'\e\\ York City-based law fi rm of Pau l, We iss. Rifkind. Wharton & 
Garrison l.LP. In 2004. Secretary Johnson wus dectcd a Fel low in the prest igious American Co llege of Trial La,\ycrs. and he is a 
mcmher of the Co unci I on Fort>ign Relations. 

Secretary Johnson graduated from Morehouse College in 1979 and received his Ia\\ degree from Columbia La\v School in 1982. 
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Opening Remarks 
1\:ovemher 19';,- 8::i5-9:00 am 

Nicholas J. Rasmussen 
Acting Director. Nalional Counterterrorism Cemcr 

Nicholas "Nick" Rasmussen was appointed the National Counterterrorism Center's (NerC) Deputy Director 
in Junt:~ 2012. Prior to joining NCTC he had served since October 2007 w·ith the National Security Council 
staff as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Counterterrorism. where he was responsible 
f<)r providing staff support to the President. the National Security Advisor and Homeland Security Advisor on 
counterterrorism policy and stratt'gy. 

Mr. Rasmussen served at NCTC fi·om 2004-2007 in senior policy and planning positions responsible for 
producing net assessments of U.S. policy and strategy for the War on Terror for the NSC and the President. 

From 200 I to 20l14 he served on the NSC as Director for Regional A Hairs in the Office of Combating Terrorism where he focused on 
M iddlc East, Southeast Asia and related counterterrorism issues in the period after September ll, 200 l. 

He joined the Department of State in 1991 as a Presidential Management Intern in the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs and tor 
more than a decade served in a variety of key positions. Mr. Rasmussen was Special Assistanl to the State Department's Special 
Middle East Coordinator. Ambassador Dennis Ross, from l <:l96-200 I. providing support to the Arab-Israeli peace process. Mr. 
Rasmussen W<t~ a member of the U.S. peace team at the Wye River. Shepardstown. and Camp David summits. From 1994-1996 he 
wa~ a Special Assistant to Ambassador-at-Large Robert Gallucci, providing anal)~is ofthe negotiation and implementation of the 
U.S.-North Korea Agreed Framework. He worked as a foreign affairs analyst in the Bureau of Political-Military Atlairs from 1991-
1994 1ocusing on Persian Gulf security issues fi)llowing Operation Desert Storm. including negotiation for U.S. forces' access and 
basing in Bahrain. Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates. and Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Rasmussen recei\ed a B.A. degree with high honors from the C' ollege of Social Studies at Wesleyan University and was awarded 
a !\•lasters in Public and lnfemational Affairs from the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University. fle is the recipient of 
numerous awards, including an International Aftairs Fellowship by the Council on Foreign Relations. and has taught a course on U.S. 
counterterrorism policy at Georgetown Lniversity's School of Foreign Service. 
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'o\'ember 19'" - 9:00-9: JO am 

A presenter f rom the WJI !rill discuss the upcoming White House Summit on CVE, the Comprehensive U. S. 
Gon:rnment Approach to Countering Viol em E~;Jremism, the Pilot Cities program and an overview (~(!he 
President 's Strategy going .f(n•rard.fi.Jr CV£. 

Ge01ge Se/im 

Direc/orf(w Conummizr Partnashies. 1\'otimw/ Security Stt{/l White !louse 

Georgi.! Selim currently serYcs as a Director on th.: National Security Council Staff at the Whi te !louse. 
Specitlc issues in Mr. Sclim 's portfolio include efforts to prevent violent extremism in the Uni ted States, 
building community resilience against transnational gangs, and enhancing partnerships wi th new 
American communities 10 suppot1 nationals 'curity prioritil.!s at home and aboard. Prior to set·vi ng at the 
White !louse. Mr. Selim served as a Senior Po lie~ Ad\ iser in the Office for Ci\ il Rights & Civi l I .iberties 
at the l i.S. Department of" Homeland Security (DHS) \I here he hdped lead l·edcral Governme nt etlorts to 
develop and ~trcngthen the U.S. Go1ernmcnt"s ci1 ic eng<~gcmcm, public outreach and public d iplomacy 
ini tiati\ CS domc~tically. 
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Panel #4: CVE beyond Foreign Fighters - International Prevention and 
Counter-Recruitment 
Novcmb r 19111 

-- 9:30- 10:45 am 

U.S Government CVE practitioners and partners posted abroad will discuss the CVE work the U.S. is 
supporting in Africa, Asia, and Europe to prevent and counter recruitment by violent extremists. The panelists 
~viii offer unique perspectives and challenges that can help iJ?lorm USG programs and policies by exposing new 
ideas, techniques, and best practices. 

Haroo11 Ullah (Moderator) 
Senior Ad1•isor to the Under Secretm·yfor Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs, 
Department ofState 

llaroon K. Ullah is a scholar, US diplomat. and field researcher special izing in South Asia and the 
Middle East. Haroon serves as Senior Advisor to Richard Stengel (Under Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy) at the US State Department, focusing on public dip lomacy and countering violent 
extremism. Haroon grew up in a farming community in Washington State and was trained at Harvard 
University's John F. Kenned) School of Government, where he served as a senior fellow and 
completed his MPA. 

Haroon has a PhD in Polit ical Science and Public Policy from the University of Michigan and was a William J. Fulbright fellow, a 
Harvard University presidential scholar, a National Security Education Program fellow, and a Woodrov; Wilson Public Service fellow. 
He is also the author of Vying for Allah's Vote (Georgetown University Press, 2013). He is an Adjunct Profes or in International 
Relations at Georgetom1 University. His recent book, The Bargain From the Bazaar: A Family's Day of Reckoning. published in 
March 2014 by Public Affairs, has received widespread praise and acclaim, including from the New York Review of Booli.s. the Wall 
Street Journal, Mother Jones, Seattle Times, NPR and Publisher's Weekly. 

Andrei M. Cotton 

Polith:al-Militat:l' Oj/i<w, U.S. Embassy Dhaka 

Andrei M. Cotton is a career Foreign Service Officer and covers political affairs. military affairs, 
counterterrorism. and countemarcotics at U.S. Embassy Dhaka, Oangladcsh. During previous tours, he 
served in the following countrie. positions: Nairobi. Kenya- Regional Counterterrorism Coordinator lor 
East Africa (20 10 - 20 12); Islamabad, Pakistan ·Political Officer (2009 - 20 10), Sao Paulo, Brazil -
Consular Officer (2008 ···· 2009); and, Bogota, Colombia ·- Consular Officer (2006 · 2008). He is a 
graduate of Auburn University and Tuskegee University with degrees in Agricultural Economics. He is 
married to Kelly Cotton and has two children. 

COL Mike Lwin 
Deputy Director, lt!f(muation Operations Directorate & Direcwr. MiliiUJ:I' 
Jnfimnation Support OperaTions Po!ic:r in the Office of the Deputy Assistant 
Se retary of Defense for Special Operations and CombatTing Terrorism 
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Colonel Michael R. "Mike'' Lwin. United States Anny, is the Deputy Director for the Information Operations Directorate and the 
Director for Military Information Support Operations Policy in the Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 
Operations and Combatting Terrorism at the Pentagon. 

COL Lwin most recently served as Director for Multinational Engagement at Special Operations Command, Pacific at Camp Smith, 
Hawaii. He has also served as Commander of a Military Information Support Battalion at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Deputy 
Commander for the Joint Information Support Task Force (Special Operations) in the Central Command Area of Responsibility, 
Deputy Director for Special Operations Proponency and Psychological Operations Branch Chief at the U.S. Army's John r. Kennedy 
Special Warfare Center and School, and Deputy Chiet: 139 Information Operations Division, at U.S. Pacific Command. 

COL Lwin is a graduate of the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service and the Naval Postgraduate School. He has 
completed a U.S. Army War College Fellowship and served as a Military Professor at the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies 
(APCSS), Honolulu, Hawaii . He has also published articles in Joint Force Quarterly, Army, lnfantry, Naval institute Proceedings and 
Special Warfare magazines. 

Not 
Available 

Dum Kat: 
St' fl irn .·l<h ·i.H'r rm /Jonu < rut _, .. (;on'/"1/CIIIt t ", /'ni t t ' und .'·lt ·curiry ls.\lt ~·s.ftir the 
.\lidclle l:'asr /Jurcou. CS:I//) 

Ms. Dara Katz current!)· serves in USA I D as a senior advisor on democracy. governance, peace 
and security issues for the Middle East Bureau. She also is the co-chair of USA !D's Violent 
Extremism and Insurgency Steering Committee. Over the past three years, Ms. Katz has advised 
and designed programming across the Middle East, including Libya, Syria, Egypt and Jordan, and 
has expanded the Middle East Bureau's peace and security portfolio, particularly its work on 
countering violent extrcmjsm. Ms. Katz also worked for USAID in South Sudan on conflict 
mitigation. Before joining US AID in 2010, Ms. Katz spent more than a decade in conflict and 

post-conflict zones focused on human rights and electoral adminisrration. With the UN in Afghanistan, Ms. Katz served with three UN 
organizations, but primarily in the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), where she led analytics for the 
human rights component and headed the human rights team in the northeastern provinces, and authored a key report on arbitrary 
detention practices. At the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Mission in Kosovo, Ms. Katz was senior 
human rights advisor, where she headed the Property Rights Unit and led the drafting and implementation of the UN Security Council 
approved Property Rights Standard Implementation Plan. Ms. Katz also has served on election administration bodies in Afghanistan, 
Bosnia and Kosovo. She holds a BA with Honors and Phi Beta Kappa from Wesleyan University and a LLM with Distinction in 
International Human Rights Law from the University of Essex. 
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Jamie Martin 
/) ('/1111_1" Cultured A rruc/1(:. C S. /:'mhos.'> L 1. (}/ u/on 

Jamie Martin is the Deputy Cultural Attache at the U.S. Embassy in London where she focuses on CVE, 
eX\:hangi.' programs. alumni. and communit) cnga[!cmcm. She arrived in London in August 2012 following 
a l\\O-ycar ass ignment at the U.S. Embass:> in Islamabad. Pakistan where she worked as an Assistant 
Cultural A fla irs Officer and as a Human Rights Officer. Jamie's prior postings include Cape Town, South 
A fi·i ca and Mc:-. ico ( ' it). 1exico. Prior to join ing the State Department, she worked for the Congressional 
Re ·carch Service and for C'NN. A graduate of the l.ondon School of Economics and Bryn Mav.T College, 
she grew up outside of 13oston. Massachusetts. She is married V'<ith a 2-year old daughter. 
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Keynote Speaker 
November l91h- II :00~ ll :30 am 

Sarah Selvall 
Under Sccretm:1jiw Civilian Securit.r. Dcmocrac:r. and Human Rights. 
U.5i. Deparrmem o{Srate 

Sarah Sewall was sworn in as Under Secretary of State for Civilian Security, Democracy, and !Iuman 
Rights on February 20.2014. Prior to this position. Under Secretary Sewall served as a Senior Lecturer in 
Public Policy at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at llarvard University. In 2012, Dr. Sewall 
was Minerva Chair at the Naval War College and from 2006 to 2009 .she served as the Director of 
llarvard's Carr Center for !Iuman Rights Policy. Shco joined the Kennedy School in 2000 as Dirccwr of the 
National Security and !Iuman Rights Program, founding the Mass Atrocity Response Operations Project 
and the Prnject on the Means of Intervention. 

Pn:.·iousl:y, Under Secretary Sewall v.as Assodatc Dircctul fo1 the Committe<: on lutcttktiilll~<tl S<:cudty Studic::. <.1t the t\mo;t k-<tn 

Academy of Arts and Sciences from 1998 to 1999. In 1997. she was a Council on foreign Relations International Affairs fellow at 
! larvard's Program on Negotiations. Dr. Sewall served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Peacekeeping and !lurnanilarian Assistance 
at the Department of De tense from 1993 to 1996. From I 987 to 1996. she served as the Senior Foreign Policy Advisor to U.S. Senate 
Majority Leader George J. Mitchell. Dr. Sewall received an A.U. from llarvard College and a D. Phil. from Oxford Univcrsit). 

Under Secretary Sewall serves concurrently as Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issue:;. 
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Creative Anproaches to CVE 
November 19th- 11:30-12:15 

Three of the many innovative approaches to CVE will be presented to give participants some examples of new 
programs and resources available to CVE practitioners. 

Miclutel P. /)tlvidson 

Chh:fErecutivc <?flicer, Gen l'lcxt 

Michael P. Davidson connects innovative and successful leaders to dynamic mission-based ideas and 
organizations, creating powerful networks that help make the world better. As CEO of Gen Next, an exclusive 
organization of successful individuals engaged with ensuring future generations have access to great opportunities. 
Michael works with emerging and established leaders and helps them take on tomorrow's biggest societal 
challenges. 

Michael helped launch Gen Next, Inc. as a Membership organization in 2008, after starting with Generation Next 
PAC in 2005. While Michael has been CEO, Gen Next has grovm from ten Members in Southern California to a 

multi-million dollar enterprise, with close to 250 Members nationwide and operations in six major cities and growing. lie has helped 
engage some of the brightest, most innovative entrepreneurs and leaders from around the U.S. and world in Gen Next's mission to 
ensure future generations have opportunity to flourish. Gen Next regularly hosts programs with thoughts leaders, dignitaries, elected 
officials, and high-profile business executives, allowing its Members to dialogue on global issues with the ;.vorld's foremost experts 
and decision makers. Michael has also lead Gen Next delegations to key regions around the world, including China, Western Europe, 
Brazil, Russia, and the Middle East, in order to stay at the leading edge of global trends. Michael's leadership has helped Gen Next 
provide unmatched experiences to its Members and partners. 

ln addition to his leadership ofGen Next, Michael is also the President of the Gen Next Foundation (GNF), which utilizes venture 
philanthropy and social entrepreneurship strategies to create high-impact solutions in the areas of economic opportunity, education, 
and global security. Through 2013, the Gen Next Foundation raised more than $1.6 million. Michael has helped lead GNF to 
significant partnerships. including collaborations with Google Ideas, the Council on foreign Relations, and the Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue, on projects like AgainstViolentExtremism.org (AVE). 

Michael's work supporting great missions and exploring generational issues goes beyond Gen Next He also serves on the U.S. Board 
of Directors for the Quilliam foundation, the world's first counter-extremism think tank, which was created to address the unique 
challenges of citizenship, identity, and community in a globalized world. He is also a Fellow at the Unruh Institute of Politics at the 
University of Southern California. He is also a Founding Member or PTTOWl, an annual summit that discusses culture, media, and 
marketing to consumers between the ages of 14 and 34.1n the private sector, Michael was on the Board of Managers for Personal Care 
Physicians from 2012 to 213, a medical concierge healthcare company based in Newport Beach, CA. He also currently serves on the 
Board of Advisors of EQtainment, an educational media company that makes fun and affordable games, toys, and videos to promote 
emotional intelligence. 

Michael has provided commentary tbr CNN, Fox News, MTV, C-Span, KABC radio, Sacramento Bee, Orange County Business 
Journal, Orange County Register, San Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, California Political Review, l"lashreport.org and 
more. 

He graduated from the University of California, Berkeley and enjoys spending time with tamily and friends, travel. movies, trying to 
play guitar, and reading. 

Tony Sgro 
Founder and CF,O, EdVenture Partners 

Tony Sgro is tlw Founder and CEO of EdVenturc Partners, a marketing education firm that develops 
industry-education partnerships on over 800 universities throughout the globe for government, 
Fortune l OO's and trade associations. Tony has more than 35 years of experience in marketing, 
advertising and promotion. Originally from Boston. Tony is a graduate of State University of New 
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York. Empire State. He was a member of the U.S. Freest:lc Ski Team, competing in intcrnati<)nal acrobatic skiing competition for 4 
years and appeared on ABC's Wide World of Sports. Skiing Magazine and numerous Warren Miller films . Ouring his tenure as a 
professional athlete, he directd freestyle campu for youth in New F.ng land, California. France, Argentina. France. and in Japan for 
Playbo.1· .\laga:ine. He was Ski School Director at Squa'' Valley t :sA. General Manager for City Sports Mat!azinc. Promotions 
Director tor CBS Radio in Los Angeles and Vice President of Marketing and Sales t<.)r one of America's largest sporting goods 
reta ilers. 

Tony und his'' ifc Laurel started EdVenturc Partners 24 years ago as a •n1y to pro\idc young people with practical experience in the 
classroom. EVP's unique peer-to-peer strategy has been used with great success in the classroom and on college campuses by a wide 
\ariety of clients. Tony can bt: tinmd cycl ing and Oy fishing in Northern California. or Ira\ eling \ia bicycle throughout North 
America. Italy, Sicily, Yu)!osla\ia, Spain. france. \'i t:tnarn and Laos. He is also a fatht•r of min teenage girls, :vtarlo and Lucca. 
Tony quips, "Raising kids is harder than running a company." 

Saslta Havlicek 
Chii!_/EH'Clltii'L' qfjicer. /nsritu/efiw Strategic /)iuloguc 
1\. ISD"s co-founding CCO, Sa ·ha kads the organisation·s go' c:rnmcnt advisory ''ork. research anJ action 
programmes in the liclds of counter-e:-.trem ism. counter-terrorism and European foreign polic)' . In this capacity 
she advises a number of Western go\ernment. and the pri,ate sector and has spearheaded a serie of 
transfbrmatin: initiati\·es including: a global net\\Ork of fom1er extremists (AVE): a partnership \\ith Google 
Ideas to counter online rad icalisation; the first pan-European Muslim professional mentoring network; a 
transatlantic task fore<' "ith Turkc) on counter-terrorism: n leadership programme for young professionals from 
Afghani. tan to Bosnia. run with O.xtord Un ivcrsit :--. 

Pre' iously ~he served as Scnil'r Director at the East West Institute (I.: WI). heading up their conflict resolution and trans itions work. 

Sashu chairs the intergovcrnm~ntal Policy Planners· Net\\Ork on countcr-radicalisation, and co-chairs the Et l's Internet Radicalisat ion 
\\Orking group. She is on the board ofSi. tcrs Against Violent Extremism (SAVE), is a member of the European Council on foreign 
Relations and is a regular commentator on the 813(, Channel 4 '-Jew . Radio 4 and other nl'twork ·. 
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Panel #5: Foreign Partner Perspectives on Foreign Fighters and Strategies to 
Reduce their Flow 
November J91

h- I :45-3 :00 prn 

This panel will include international allies and partners whose unique per. pectives and challenges can help to 
infurm USG programs and pulicies by exposing new ideas, techniques, and best practices. 

Timothy Curry (Moderator) 
J)(1JUfy Director of Counterterrorism, U.S. Deportment of llomela11d Securi~1 · 

Timothy Brian Curry is the Deputy Director for Counter Terrorism Policy in the Office of the 
Counterterrorism Coordinator at the Department of Homeland Security (DHS ). In this capacity he works on 
policy topics that include terrorist travel, foreign fighter f:icilitation, countering violent extremism, human 
smuggling and trafficking, and other threats as they arise. Mr. Curry has been recognized for his efforts 
receiving the 2012 DHS Thought Leadership Award and several Distinguished Services Awards over his tenure 
at DHS. He has spoken at conferences hosted by the European Commission, academic inst itutions, private 
sector and government agencies in the U.S. and Europe on countering violent extremism, foreign fighter 
facilitation , counter terrorism and Somalia. l'rior to his work at OHS Mr. Curry worked as a Program 

Coordinator for the Techno logy and Public Policy Program at the Center for trategic and International Studies (C I ). Mr. Curry's 
work focused on areas such as critical infrastructure protect ion. cyber securit), emerging technologies. space as well as homeland and 
national sccurit) . 

Before working at CSIS Mr. Curry lived in Belfast, Northern Ireland where he worked for Weber Shandwick Worldwide and taught 
American Politics at Queen's Universi ty Belfast. This was after working in Congress for Senator Edward M. Kennedy and at the Irish 
Institute of Boston College. Mr. Curry received a Masters with merit in Comparative Ethnic Conflict from Queen's University in 
Belfast, and a B.A. cum laude in Theology with a minor in Art l listory from Boston College where he was a four year member of the 
Division I Varsity Lacrosse Team. I lis Masters dissertation was a comparative analysis of the IRA and Hezbollah and his 
undergraduate Scholar of the College project focused on the role of religion in conflict. 

B./',1. (Martijn) Meeder 
Senior PoliG)' Ad1·isor, 1\'atiunal Coordinalurfor Counterterrorism and Security, 
Mini.\'ff)' ofSecuri(\' and .Justice, the Netherlands 

Martijn Meeder has been working in the field of counterterrorism for over a decade. The last seven 
years, he has served as the international advisor within the NCTV. Martijn holds degrees of Leiden 
University, the University of Amsterdam and Johns Hopkins Uni ersity, in the fields of pol it ical 
science, internat ional and European law as well as terrorism and counterterrorism. Martijn is father 
of two kids (abo) anJ a ~it!), and he loves to travel, sail and pia) cricket. 

Adriall Morton 
A ustralian Federal Polite, Counter Terrorism Liaison Officer 

Federal Agent Adrian Morton joined the Australian Federal Police (AFP) in 1999. His career has involved 
Adrian working within the core investigative functions of the AFP inc luding Counter Terrorism, Serious 
Organised Crime and drug investigat ions, working on transnational complex matters. l-Ie is also trained 
fully in Surveillance and Close Personal Protect ion (CPP). lie has travelled ex ten ively as a part of his 

25 



Approved for release by the ODNI on 27 March 2018- DF-2018-00080 

l"ationa! Counterterrorism Cemer- Countering Violent Extremism & Commllnity Engagement Conference I Noveml1er l S"' & I q"' 2014 

role in investigating terrorism related offences and organised crime including travel to Europe, South East Asia, the Pacific and the 
Middle East. 

ln 2004, he was deployed on the AFP's Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI) where he conducted peace 
keeping operations. During this time Adrian investigated serious crimes ranging from murder, rape, arson as well as working 
extensively with human sources and the Australian Defence force to track down and arrest wanted militia leaders. 

Adrian has been an active part.icipant in joint operations and joint task forces with both State, Federal and international law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies. Adrian has also worked as the offtcer~in~charge of the Specialist Support Team in Sydney 
which is tasked predominantly with a1resting high risk offenders as well as dealing with other high risk situations such as public order 
rioting. 

Adrian has completed a range of studies including a Master of Arts (International Relations-- Strategic). He was also the Dux of the 
AFP Advanced Investigator Program (2010) and has received his Detective designation. Adrian participates actively in sports 
including Rugby League, Soccer, Bra7Uiian Jiu-Jitsu and CrossFit. 

l!Jidw.el Carl Erich VtJgel 
Cmmwlor. Fmhass\' (~fthe Federal Repuhlic of CiL'rmwu· 

Dr. Michael Vogel is the Liaison for the German Federal Ministry ofthe Interior to the United 
States Department of Homeland Security. He has held this position since 2012. Before that, he 
served in various positions at the Federal Ministry of the Interior dealing with National Security. 
especially Counter Terrorism. focused especially on international CT-aftairs. 
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Keynote Speaker 
November l91

h 3:15-3:45 pm 

lt·1iclwel Downing 
Depuzr Clth:f; Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau, Los Angeles Police 
Department 

Deputy Chief Michael P. Downing is the Cmnmanding O!Iicer, Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations 
Bureau v>here he lead:> live operational divisions: Major Crimes Division. Emergency Services Division. 
Metropolitan Division. Air Support Division. and Emergency Operations Division. These divisions include 
the Ami-Terrorism Intelligence Section. Criminal investigative Section, Organized Crime, Sur\eillance 
Sectiml. Hazardous !)~)vices Section, Operation Archangel, LAX Bomb K-9 Section, Special Weapon~ and 
Tactics (SWA l), l\1ounted Unit, Underwater Dive Team, and Emerg~:ncy Preparedness and 
Response. Deput: Chief Downing is also a member of the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Joint 

Rt'[>,innallntellirenr<' Cf'nlt~r (JR I C). 

Deput: Chief Do\\ning was appointed to the Los Angeles Police Department in April ! 982 and progressed through the ranks. 
promoting to Sergcam in 1987. Lieutenant in 1991. Captain in 1996, Commander in April 2005, and Deputy Chief in April 2007. 

As the Commanding O!lker. Hollywood Community Police Station. from Jul) 1999 to Aprll2005. then Captain Downing led a 
command of 300 sworn and 40 civilian personnel providing service to a diverse residential population that exceeded 300,000 with an 
area that span 17.2 square miles. 

Upon being promoted to Commander in April :2005, Deputy Chief Downing was assigned as the Assistant Commanding Officer, 
Operations-South Bureau. a command serving nearly 700.000 people. 4 service Areas, and 1.2UO police officers in South Los 
Angck-s. In this capacity he oversaw patrol opera1ions. detectives. viet:", and the administrmion of Bureau operations. 

Since his assignment to Counter-Terrorism April2006, Deputy Chief Downing has worked with the New Scotland Yard's 
Metropolitan Police Counter-Terrorism Command SO 15 during an eight-we.:-k attachment Dc>puty Chief Downing has testil1ed 
before Congressional subcommittees relative to intelligence, homeland security and infomwtion sharing. In Apri12010, Chief 
Do·..vning served as a member ~1f the Department of Homeland Security Advisory Council working group on developing a national 
strategy for countering violent extremism. lie is a strong advocate of State and Localla\V enforcement agencies relative to a more 
integrated :'\ational Intelligence Enterprise. 

In October 2009. Deputy Chief Downing was appointed as the Interim Police Chief for the Los Angeles Police Department until the 
permanent Police Chief was appointed in November 2009. 

As of rvtay 20 l 0, Chief Downing was elected the President of the Leadership in Counter-Terrorism ( l .inCT) Alumni 
Association. This a.;;sociation is \\Orking with alumni from the f'Bl's LinCT Pwgram to de\elop a global enterprise of networked 
counter-terrorism practitioners from the United States. t;nill:!d Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 

Deputy Chief Downing has also worked with the Department of Justic.:-, traveling to South America, Africa. Turkey. and Poland in an 
effort to transition large national police organi;ations into democratic civilian policing models. 

Deputy Chief Downing attended the University of Southern California vvhere he received a Bachelor of' Science Degree in Business 
Administration in 1982 and completed POST Command College in 1997. the FBI's Leadership in Counter-1 crrorism (LinC11 in 
2008. and the Post Naval Graduate Executive Progrum in 2009. lie is cun-ently a senior tcllow at the George Washington Universit.} 
Homeland Security Institute. 

lie reside~ in Southern California with his wife and two teenage daughters. Together the fnmily enjoys the outdoors, water sports. 
sailing. and athletics. 
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Panel #6: Local Engagement: Private Sector and Community Initiatives 
November 19th - 3:45-5:00 pm 

This panel will explore the results of recent CVE initiatin?s and seek new ideas and input from non-USC 
cnmnwni~v leaders whose connections to and understandin~ of local communities can help inform future 
progroms. 

Amy Pope (Moderator) 
~'pccial Assistant to the President and Senior Diredor, Tram·horder SeL'urity, National 
Securi~r Council St(?ff. 1f2e White House 

Amy Pope serves as the Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director of the Transborder Sccurit)' 
Directorate. Her portfolio includes Aviation, Maritime, and Surface Transpor1ation Security, the Arctic 
Region, Immigration and Visa Securit). Border and Interior Enforcement, Global Supply Chain Security, 
lnronnation Sharing and Access Policy, Transnational Organized Crime. and Countering Violent Extremism. 
She previously served as the IJirector for Border and Interior Enforcement in the same directorate. Prior to 
joining the National Security Council Staff, she was the Deputy Chief of Staff & Counselor to the Assistant 
Attorney General of the Criminal Division in the U.S. Department of Justice, where she oversaw the Criminal 

IJivision's Office of Policy and Legislation, its Administrative Oflicc, and its Training Center. She also had responsibility for 
coordinating the Division's extensive eftor1s in Mexico. Prior to joining the Oftice of the Assistant Attorney General. Amy was 
detailed as counsel to the office of Senate Majority Leader I larry Reid. where she served as the liaison between Senate leadership and 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. During her career in the public sector. Ms. Pope has served as Counsel in the Criminal Division's 
Oflice of Policy and Legislation; as Counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee's Subcommittl"e on Terrorism. Technology, and 
Homeland Security; as a trial attorney in the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section; and as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney in the 
Eastern District of Virgi ni a. Before joiniug the Department of Justice, Ms. Pope clerked for the ll onorable Kim McLane Wardlaw of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 

Ms. Pope is a magna cum laude graduate of Duke University School of Law and a graduate of Haverford College. 

Mohamed Farah 
l:~·ecutivc Director, Ka Joog 

Mohamed Farah is a co-founder of Ka Joog Non-profit Organization and currently serves as the 
Execut ive Director. In response to challenges facing the Somali community in Minnesota. Ka Joog 
was established in 2007. Through workshops, help with employment, guidance in education, and 
mentoring relationships, this 50 l c3 non-~)rofi t organi7ation works to enrich the lives of Somali
Amcri an youth in Minnesota. It provides a platform and venue for their voices and positive 
community engagement. 

On behalfofKa Joog. Mr. Farah accepted the 2012 FBI Director's Community Leadership Award 
and the 2012 City of Minneapolis' Youth Leadership Award. In February 2013, Somali community leaders and members in the Twin 
Cities gave Ka Joog an award in appreciation for its work in the community. Mohamed Farah was invited to sit on and testified on a 
panel before the Foreign Affairs Committee in Congrc sin Washington, D.C., to assess the threat of AI-Shabaab and the rccnritmcnt 
of Somali-American youth in the United States and how to provide better opportunities to youth in order to deter them from being 
recruited. 

Prior to his role with Ka Joog, Mr. Farah was a Project Manager for seven years at Element Materials Techno logy in St. Paul. I le is a 
demonstrated achiever with exceptional knowledge of building material testing. the lean manufacturing management philosophy and 
processes. the SS system to reduce waste and optimize productivity, the Kia.z.en practices that focus on continuous improvement, and 
Six Sigma. Mr. Farah's strong marl,cting and finance background is combined with his experience in safety and quality control, 
project management, leadership. business practice , and trade regulations. 

28 



Approved for release by the ODNI on 27 March 2018- DF-2018-00080 

National Courucrtcrrorism Center - Count~ring Violent Extremism & Comrnunit> l!ngag~mcrll Conference I No•embcr I~'' & 19'h 20 14 

Mr. Farah earned a degree in Manufacturing: Engineering Technology in 2007 and a Bachelor of Manufacturing Management in 2009 
from the University of Minnesota, Crookston. 

Dr. Hedieh Miralzmadi 
President/Founder. World Organizotion.for Resour<.:£' Dn•elopment and Education 

(WORDE) 

Dr. Hedieh Mirahmadi is the President/Founder of the World Organization for Resource Development and 
Education (WORDE), an educational organiLation whose mission is to enhance communication and 
understanding between communit ies to mitigate social and political conflict. As Co-Chair of the Montgomery 
County Executive's Faith Communi!) Working Group, she runs the country's first community led. public
private panncrship in the intervention and pre\cntion of violent extrernbm, which was just awarded a FY 15 
Community Policing: Development Grant to Combat Violent Extremism, by the Department of Justice. As a 

world renowned expert in CVE, she is an advisor to several US federal agencies including the Department of State. the federal Bureau 
of Investigations. the National Counter-Terrorism Center, and the Depanrncnt of Defense. Dr. M irahmadi also serves on the 
Montgomery County Collaboration Council for Children. Youth and Families that supports vulnerable youth. 

Dr M irahmadi is the co-author of the monographs "Afghanistan 2014 and Beyond: The Role of Ci\'il Society in Peace-building and 
Countering Violent Extremism'', "From Community Building to Countering Extremism: A Guide to Afghanistan's Civil Society'' 
(20 14), ''Pakistan's Civil Societ): Altemative Channels to Countering Violent Extremism'' (20 12), ''From Community Building to 
Countering Extremism: An A-to-Z Guide to Pakistan's Civil Society" (20 12), and "Traditional Muslim Net\\orks: Pakistan's 
Untapped Resource in the Fight against Terrorism" (2010). 

She earned her Juris Doc torate from the University of Southern California Law Center. 

Haris Tarin 
/)irector. Washington DC OJJice. Muslim P11blic Aflairs Council (MP/ICJ 

In his capacity as the DC Director of MPAC he engages various agencies within government including 
the White House, Depanment of Justice, State Dcpanment, Department of Homeland Security and 
offices on Capitol Ifill. Haris was among three leading young Americans President Barack Obama called 
in a one of its kind discussion on public policy issues; the President called and then met with Haris, 
specifically to discuss policies pertaining to national security, countering violent extremism. the 
American Muslim community and civic engagement. Haris has been published in various domestic and 
intcmntional publications including the LA Times, CNN. Washington Post and has a regular column on 

the l luftington Post. He has spoken at various domestic and international conferences and media outlets on topics such as National 
Security, Islam and governance. US-Muslim World Relations, Religion and Public Life, and Civic Engagement. Haris is an Ariane de 
Rothschild Cambridge Univers ity Fellow and a USC/Georgetown AMCU Fellow and is also the author oflntro to Muslim America 
and Urook ings Inst itution's K.cthinl<ing the Kedlmes: The IntersectiOns of!-ree Speech, Religious Freedom and Social Change. Hans 
is currently completing his graduate work at Gcorgctovm University in Washington D.C 

Imam Mohamed Magid 
Executive Director, All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAAIS) 

Imam Magid is the Imam of All Dulles Area Muslim Society (AOAMS) Center in Sterling, 
Virginia. He is the chairman of lntemationallnterfaith Peace Corps (l!PC) .. Imam Magid served as 
the President of the Islamic Society ofNonh America (ISNA). Under his direction, the ADAMS 
Center has grown to be one of the largest Muslim community organizations in the Washington 
Metropolitan Area . He also occupies the Chairmanship of the Fairfax County Faith Communities in 
Action, and a Chaplin of George Mason University Campus Ministry. He is also the Vice Chairman 
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of Muflehun, a think tank, which focuses on confronting violent extremist thought through research-driven preventative programs 
within a religious paradigm. 

Imam Magid has a long history of commitment to public service through organizations, such as The Peaceful Families Project. 

Imam Magid has co-authored three books "Before You Tie the Knot: A Guide for Couples" "Reflections on the Qur'an'' "Change 
from within''. He has helped training and workshops for Imams and religious leaders, domestically and internationally, on the issue of 
violence against women. Imam Magid is leading an initiative to protect religious minorities in Muslim majority countries. through a 
series of conferences. He has \Witten for the Washington Post and Buffington Post, and been profiled in Time Magazine and Wall 
Street Journal. He is the recipient for the Washingtonian of the Year 2009 and the Human Rights Award 2005 from Fairfax County. 
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