OPPOSE THE
FEDERAL MARRIAGE AMENDMENT!

Oppose Writing
Discrimination into

Constitution!

What does the amendment actually say?
“Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this
Constitution, nor the Constitution of any State, nor State or Federal law, shall be construed to require that
marital status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples or groups.”

What does that mean?

The first sentence says that every state must deny same sex couples the right to marry. The second
sentence goes further; it would override any existing local and state level protections and benefits for gay
and lesbian couples, or any other unmarried couple, including hospital visitation rights, inheritance rights,
pension benefits, and health insurance among others. Rather than allow states to decide upon their own
definitions of marriage or similar social compacts, the Federal Marriage Amendment would impose a
single, discriminatory definition of marriage that all states would be required to follow - regardless of
existing state laws.
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Take Action

Go to www.aclu.org/action and send a free fax to your Member of Congress urging opposition to the
Federal Marriage Amendment!




