April 24, 2013

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy:

We are writing to thank you for your leadership in introducing, with Senator Rand Paul, S. 619,
the Justice Safety Valve Act of 2013. We believe that the bill, if enacted, would protect public
safety; provide fairer, more proportional sentences for nonviolent offenders; reduce federal
prison overcrowding; and save taxpayers money.

Mr. Chairman, we know you understand how serious the problem of skyrocketing federal
corrections costs is. The federal prison population and its attendant costs are rising at an
“unsustainable” rate, according to U.S. Justice Department officials. According to a recent
report by the Congressional Research Service, federal mandatory minimum sentencing laws are a
leading driver of our unsustainable federal prison population and budget growth.

Last August, you brought this issue to the Judiciary Committee’s attention at a hearing you
called on how rising prison budgets were forcing cutbacks in other, more effective anti-crime
strategies. As we spend more to keep people locked up, we have less to spend on the kinds of
programs that evidence has shown work best to keep crime rates down. That means less money
for federal law enforcement, less aid to state and local law enforcement, less funding for crime
prevention programs and prisoner reentry programs.

Our long-standing belief that common-sense sentencing reforms could reduce federal spending
without jeopardizing public safety was confirmed when Attorney General Eric Holder said in a
recent speech, “Too many people go to too many prisons for far too long for no good law
enforcement reason.” We were gratified that the top law enforcement official in the nation
recognizes that our country has become too reliant on prisons and jails to protect public safety.

Attorney General Holder also said that the Department of Justice was committed to working with
leaders in Congress “to address unwarranted sentencing disparities; and — where appropriate — to
explore ways to give judges more flexibility in determining certain sentences. ... Statutes passed
by legislatures that mandate sentences, irrespective of the unique facts of an individual case, too
often bear no relation to the conduct at issue, breed disrespect for the system, and are ultimately
counterproductive.” We wholeheartedly agree.

You have spoken forcefully about the need for Congress to rethink our federal mandatory
minimum laws. We are grateful that you have now gone a step further with the introduction of
the Justice Safety Valve Act of 2013. Your bill will enable Congress and the Justice Department
to save scarce federal resources by giving judges greater flexibility to impose individualized and
proportionate sentences in more cases. Your legislation will prevent severe injustices, such as
when two offenders with very different culpabilities get the same sentence. We believe this is a



sensible reform that will protect public safety while preventing unjust sentencing outcomes and
saving money.

We hope you will schedule a hearing on S. 619 soon, and we stand ready to work with you to
build support for its enactment.
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