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UNIT CLASSIFICATION PROCEDURE

SUBJECT: CUSTODY DESIGNATIONS
AUTHORITY: TDCJ Classification Plan, revised 10/03
PURPOSE: The purpose of custody assignment shall be to ensure each offender in TDCJ receives

appropriate and adequate supervision and housing commensurate with the changing needs
and requirements during his/her incarceration. Custody assignments shall be primarily
influenced by institutional adjustment factors and sentence length; however, factors such as
prior criminal record, prior institutional adjustment and current offense of record may be
considered when making initial classification decisions relating to custody. Custody
assignment shall serve to indicate the type of housing required (cell or dormitory), the level
of supervision required by the offender, and the appropriate job assignment.

PROCEDURES:

The principal custody designations for Institutional offenders are General Population Level 1 (G1), General
Population Level 2 (G2), General Population Level 3 (G3), General Population Level 4 (G4), General Population
Level 5 (G5) and maximum (administrative segregation) custody. Principal custody designations for State Jail
offenders are State Jail Level 1 (J1), State Jail Level 2 (J2), State Jail Level 4 (J4) State Jail Level 5 (J5) and Special
Management. The diversity of characteristics in the offender population compels that special status categories also
be provided which are consistent with special custody or treatment requirements. These special status categories are
death sentence status, medical status, mental health (psychiatric) status, mentally retarded offender (MROP) status,
physically disabled offender status, safekeeping status and transient status.

Assignment to a special status category may preclude assignment to a principal custody designation (e.g., death
sentence status offenders; MROP status offenders in an MROP-Sheltered Facility; psychiatric status offenders in an
inpatient facility). Offenders with special medical or mental health needs, inteflectual impairments or physical
handicaps will generally be referred to as “special needs” offenders. “Special needs” offenders shall be assigned to
the appropriate special status category upon recommendation by the appropriate treatment professional(s). Referto
the TDCJ Classification Plan, 10/03 for additional information.

The following reviews are conducted by classification committees regarding custody consideration:

1. Upon initial assignment to a unit, the offender will be reviewed for custody assignment.

2. Upon receipt of a major disciplinary case for which major punishment was assessed, the offender will be
reviewed for custody consideration to ensure the offender is assigned the custody that best fits his/her
security needs.

3. Once an offender is seen for a major disciplinary, the UCC will set a subsequent review date for promotional

consideration. Institutional offenders may be eligible for promotion in custody designation six (6) months
from the date of the major disciplinary; however, the offender must be reviewed within twelve (12) moriths..
SJ offenders may be eligible for promotion three (3) months from the date of the major disciplinary, but
must be reviewed after six (6) months. : :
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4. While some custody designations are overrideable, others are mandatory. For instance, offenders with a
security precaution designator (SPD) of ES, SA, or HS will not be assigned to a custody less restrictive than
G4 (J4 for State Jail offenders). In addition, Institutional offenders serving a 50 year or more sentence who
have not completed the 5 year/10 year flat time requirement, will not be assigned to a custody less restrictive
than G3. Institutional and SJ offenders with SPD removal codes of NE, NA, and NS will not be assigned to
a custody less restrictive than G3 or J2, respectively. (Although State Jail offenders with a removal code can
be assigned to J2 custody, they still have the same housing and job restrictions as a G3 offender). Effective
9/1/05, offenders convicted of Capital Murder and sentenced to “life without parole” will not be classified to
a custody less restrictive than G3 throughout their incarceration.

Upon assignment of a custody, it is the responsibility of the Classification Committee to assess the need for a custody
override. A custody override statement is required when the custody assigned to an offender by the Classification
Committee is different than the computer recommended custody. The override will explain what the computer
recommends and why, as well as what the committee assigned custody is and why. When an override isrequired, the
Classification Committee shall document the override on the docket and the committee history form. The information
on the Docket and the Committee History Form should match the information being entered on the computer.

The following pages include charts depicting the custody designation characteristics (Attachment A), the custody
conversion chart (Attachment B) and guidelines the computer uses to assign computer recommended custodies
(Attachment C). Refer to the TDCJ Classification Plan, 10/03 for more detailed information regarding custody
designations.




ATTACHMENT 2.00A

OFFENDER CUSTODY CHARACTERISTICS AND BOUNDARIES
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS DIVISION

GENERAL POPULATION LEVEL 1 (G1/J1)

CHARACTERISTICS

BOUNDARIES

G1/11 custody— shall only be assigned to SAT II, Line Class I time-eaming

status, or State Jail offenders who have all of the following characteristics:
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No requirement for a more restrictive custody;

No evidence of current psychological instability, (PULHES psych
indicator of 2,3 or 4) based on the recommendation of mental health
professional treatment staff, which would negatively impact the
offender’s ability to successfully function in General Population Level
1 (G1/J1) custody; .

No current or prior convictions for capital murder, murder or voluntary
manslaughter; no current or prior convictions of any type where the
offender intentionally caused the death of another person; no current or
prior convictions of kidnapping, injury to a child, injury to the elderly,
escape or stalking.

No major disciplinary convictions resulting in rajor penalties within
the past twenty-four (24) months for offender and/or staff assaulis,
with or without a weapon; no disciplinary offenses for extortion or
sexual abuse.

No placement of security precaution designator for escape (ES), staff
assault (SA), hostage (HS); no predator codes of PD or FP.

No placement of security precaution removal code of escape removal -

(NE), staff assauit removal (NA), hostage removal (NS)

No unresolved felony or United States Immigration Service detainers;

1o blue or white warrants for State Jail offenders

To be promoted to G1/J1, must have a clear conduct record, with no
disciplinary convictions resulting in major penalties, for 2 minimum
period of six (6) months, unless a State Jail offender, then three (3)
months, (newly-received offenders to TDCJ may be approved for
immediate assignment to General Population Level [ G1/71).

No pattern of freeworld convictions for offenses of violence, and no
freeworld convictions for offenses of sexual misconduct.

{10) Must be within 24 months of parole eligibility.
{11) No confirmed or suspected STG.

G1/]1_custody - SAT II, Line Class I time-earning status, or State Jail
offenders are subject to the following classification boundaries:
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Eligible for contact visits with visitors on approved visitation list;

May be eligible for consideration for an emergency absence;

Eligible for consideration to participate in specialized vocational

training programs,

Unarmed periodic supervision required on job assignments or activities

inside or outside the security perimeter (sight-checked at a minimum

of once every two (2) hours); ’ )

May be housed in a cell or dormitery, in accordance with the following

guidelines;
General Population Level [ (G1/F1) - offenders shall be assigned
to dormitories on a priority basis.
General Population Level I (G1) — SAT T or Line Class 1 status
offenders may be assigned to the trusty camp adjacent to their
assigned unit upon approval by the Warden and medical
department. Upon assignment to the trusty camp, the designation
of OT will be utilized for custody and housing purposes. {[Joes not
apply to State Jail offenders).
General Population Level 1 (G1/J1} — SAT I, Line Class I time-
earning status or State Jail offenders shall only be assigned to
housing areas which are specifically designated for General
Population (G1/J1) custody offenders.  However, General
Population 1 (G141} and General Population Level I {G2/J2}
offenders may be housed together, in exceptional circumstances,
upon prior approval of the housing scheme by the Chairperson of
the SCC.

Recreation ~ Institutional offenders - allowed a minimum of four (4)

hours weekdays; seven (7) hours weekends, (Refer to AD 03.40 for

specific guidelines).

State Jail offenders — allowed a minimum of four {4} hours weekdays.
At least one (1) hour of this recreation time will be in the gym or
outdoors {weather permitting). Seven (7) hours will be allowed on the
weekends with at least two (2) hours of this recreation time in the gym
or outdoors (weather permitting).

Commissary — allowed to make cormissary purchases up to $735 every
{2} two weeks.

Property — allowed to keep personal property except items restricted
through disciplinary actions or under AD-03.72.

Jobs - may be assigned to any job deemed appropriate by the unit
administration.

Education Programs — eligible for consideration to participate in
academic programs if specific programn criteria are met.




ATTACHMENT 2.00A

GENERAL POPULATION LEVEL 2 (G2/J2)

(G2/12 custody — shall primarity be assigned to those SAT III, IV, Line Class
I time-earning status, or State Jail offenders who have all of the following
characteristics:
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No requirement for a more restrictive custody,

No recent pattern of in-prison assaultive behavior (three (3) or more
separate disciplinary convictions resulting in major punishment
within the past twenty-four (24) months for offender and/or staff
assaults, with or without a weapon);

In order to promote to Level II, must have a clear conduct 'record,
with no disciplinary convictions resulting in major penalties for a
minimum period of six (6} months, unless State Jail oftender, then
three (3) months, (newly received TDCI offenders may be approved
for immediate assignment to General Population Level II {G2/12)
custody),

Offenders committed to TDCJ with 3G (murder, capital murder,
indecency with a child, aggravated kidnapping, aggravated sexual
assault, aggravated robbery, Health and Safety Code, Chapter
481.134 (c), (d), (e), and (f), sexval assault, any offense with
affiernative finding — use of a deadly weapon) offenses for sentences
of fifty (50) years or more must have served ten (10) years flat time to
be eligible for General Pepulation Level I1 (G2/12) custody;
Offenders committed to TDCJ-CID with non-3G offenses for
sentences of fifty (50) years or more must have served five (5) years
flat to be eligible for General Population Level 11 {G2/J2) custody;

No placement of security precaution designator for escape (ES), staff
agsault (SA), hostage (HS);

No placement of security precaution removal code of escape removal
(NE), staff assault removal (NA), or hostage removal (NS) (unless
State Jail offender).

G2/12 custody — Primarily SAT III, SAT IV, Line Class I time-earning status,
or State Jail offenders shall be subject to the following classification
boundaries:
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Eligible for contact visits with immediate family members;

May be eligible for constderation for an emergency absence;

Requires direct armed supervision on job assignments and activities

outside the security perimeter, and requires indirect supervision inside

the security perimeter;

May be housed in a cell or dormitory, in accordance with the following

guidelines:

a.  General Population Level 1T (G2/12) custedy offenders may be
assigned to a dormitory within the security perimeter; however, a

-General Population Levet II (G2/]2) custody offender shall not |
be assigned to a trusty camp.

b.  General Population Level IT (G2/J2) custody offenders shall only
be assigned to housing areas which are specifically designated
for General Population Level II (G2/J2) custody offenders.
However, in exceptional circurnstances, General Population
Level I (G2/J2} and General Population Level I (G1/41)
offenders may be housed with General Population Level III (G3)
custody offenders the main building of a unit with prior approval
of the housing schemé by the Chairperson of the SCC.

Recreation — Institutional offender - allowed four {4) hours weekdays;

seven (7) hours weekends. (Refer to AD 03.40 for specific

guidelines).

State Jail offender — allowed four (4) hours of recreation each
weekday. At least one (1) hour of this recreation time will be in the
gym or outdoors (weather permitting). Seven (7) hours will be
allowed on the weekends with at least two (2) hours of this recreation
time in the gym or outdoors (weather permitting).

Commissary — allowed to make commissary purchases up to $75
every two (2) weeks.

Property — allowed to keep personal property except items restricted
through disciplinary actions or under AD-03.72.

Jobs - may be assigned to any job deemed appropriate by the unit
administration. (Unless State Jail offender with a NE, NA, NS code).
Offender in this category may not be assigned to maintenance work,
clerk position, dock worker, or any job where the offender would have
access to multiple areas of the unit.

Education Programs - eligible for consideration to participate in
academic/vocational programs if specific program criteria are met.




ATTACHMENT 2.00A

GENERAL POPULATION LEVEL 3 (G3, Does not apply to State Jail Offenders)

G3 custody — shall be assigned to primarily SAT III, SAT IV, or Line
Class T time-earning status offenders. Custody shall only be assigned to
offenders who have gne or more of the following characteristics;

{1} No requirement for a more restrictive custody;

(2) Wo recent pattern of in-prison assaultive behavior (three (3) or more
separate disciplinary convictions resulting in major punishment
within the past twenty-four (24) months for offender and/or staff
assaults, with or without a weapon); }

(3) In order to promote to General Population Level IH (G3), an
offender must have a clear conduct record, with no disciplinary
convictions resulting in major penalties for a minimum period of six
(6) months, (newly received TDCJ offenders may be approved for
immediate assignment to General Population Level I (G3)
custody); )

(4) Offenders committed to TDCJ for sentences of fifty (50) years or
more for a 3G offense and have not served ten (10) flat years.

{5) Offenders committed to TDCJ for sentences of fifty (50) years or
more for a non-3G offense and have not served five (5) flat years.

(6) No placement of security precaution designator of escape (ES), staff
assault (SA) or hostage (HS);

(7) Placement of a security precaution removal code of escape removal
(NE), staff assault removal (NA), or hostage removal (NS) will
prevent an offender from being assigned to a custody less restrictive
than G3.

(8) Offenders convicted of Capital Murder and sentenced to “life
without parole™.

The codes of escape (ES) and staff assault (SA) must be removed if the
incident which caused the placement of the designator occurred more
than ten (10) years ago in accordance with AD 04.11 (unless approved by
the SPDRC to remain due to extraordinary circumstances).

G3 custody - Prifnari]y SAT III, SAT 1V, or Line Class I time-eaming staius
offenders shall be subject to the following classification boundaries:

({1} Eligible for contact visits with immediate family members;
(2) May be eligible for consideration for an emergency absence;
3) Requires direct armed supervision on job assignments and activities

outside the security perimeter, and requires indirect supervision inside

the security perimeter;

“ May be housed in a cell or dormitory, in accordance with the following
guidelines:

a.  General Population Level IH (G3) custody offenders may be
assigned to 4 dormitory inside the main building of a unit;

b. - General Population Level ITT (G3) custody offenders shall not be
assigned to a dormitory outside of the main building of a unit, |
inside the security fence.

c.  General Population Level HI {G3) custody offenders shall not be
assigned 1o a trusty camp;

d.  General Population Level IIF {G3) custody offenders shall only
be assigned to housing areas that are specifically designated for
General Population Levet Il (G3) custody offenders. However,
in exceptional circumstances, General Population Level I (G3)
and General Population Level II (G2) offenders may be housed
together upon prior approval of the housing scheme by the

Chairperson of the SCC.

6] Recreation — allowed four (4) hours weckdays; seven (7) hours
weekends. (Refer to AD 03.40 for specific guidelines).

(6) Commissary — allowed to make commissary purchases up to $75 every

o two (2) weeks.

) Property — allowed to keep personal property except items restricted
through disciplinary actions or under AD-03.72.

) Jobs - may be assigned to any job except maintenance worker, SSI,

any other clerk position, dock worker, or any job where the offender
would have access to multiple areas of the unit,

[€))] Education Programs - eligible for consideration to participate in
academic programs if specific program criteria are met. Access to
vocational programs determined by Warden based on location of
vocational shops.




ATTACHMENT 2.00A

GENERAL POPULATION LEVEL 4 (G4/J4)

G4/34 custody — shall be primarily assigned to those SAT IV, Line Class
L, It, IT time-earning status, or State Jail offenders who have one or more
of the following characteristics: :

(1)
)
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No requirerment for a more restrictive custody;

Does not qualify for a less restrictive custody assignment;

Has recently demonstrated a positive change in behavier and
attitude and was previously in General Population Level V {(G5/15)
custody;

Two (2) or more non-assaultive disciplinary convictions resulting
in major penalties within the past six {6) months;

One (1) disciplinary conviction resulting in a major penailty for
offender or staff assault without a weapon within the past twelve
{12) months;

Line Class II, III time-earning status, Institutional offender, if the
offender is not assaultive or aggressive in nature. Age, physical
size, and the circumstances surrounding any assaultive disciplinary
offenses will be taken into consideration when determining
appropriate custody assignment.

Placement of a security precaution designator for escape (ES), staff
assault (SA), or hostage (HS) will prevent an offender from being
assigned to a custody less restrictive than G4/J4. Offenders with
ES, SA and HS designators must be assigned to a Level 5 facility.
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Note:
General Population Level IV (G4/J4) custody may be assigned to
offenders who have the following characteristics:

A newly-received offender, upon transfer to his initial unit of assignment,
may be assigned 1o General Population Level TV (G4/J4) custody by the
UCC if the offender’s current offense of record is for a violent crime; if
the UCC establishes that the offender has a pattern of free-world
convictions for offenses of violence, or if the offender has committed an
assault on staff or offenders in an adult correctional institution within the
past twenty-four (24} months.

G4/14 custody — Primarily SAT IV, Line Class I, II, III time-carning status, or
State Jail offenders shall be subject to the following classification boundaries:
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Generally, allowed one (1) visit each weekend; ineligible for contact visits;
$3 and 54 Institutional offenders with one (1) year clear major disciplinary
shall be allowed to receive contact visits with immediate family members
(frequency dependent on time-earning status when applicable);

Incligible for emergency absence;

Requires direct armed supervision on job assignments and activities
outside the security perimeter; requires indirect supervision on jobs inside
the security perimeter;

Must be housed in a cell specifically designated for housing General
Population Level IV (G4/J4) custody offenders. (Note: Female and State
Jail offenders in General Population Level IV (G4/14) custody may be
housed in dormitories specifically designated. for housing General -
Population Level IV (G4/14) custedy offenders.)

Recreation — Institutional offender - allowed four (4) hours weekdays.
(Refer to AD 03.40 for specific guidelines).

State Jail offender — allowed two (2) hours of recreation each weekday. At
least one (1) hour of this recreation time will be in the gym or cutdoors
(weather permitting). Four (4) hours will be allowed on the weekends with
at least one (1) hour of this recreation time in the gym or outdoors (weather
permitting).

Commissary — generally allowed to make commissary purchases up to $30
every two (2) weeks; however, SAT III, SAT IV, and State Jail offenders
with one (1) year clear major disciplinary shall be allowed to make
purchases up to $75 every two (2) weeks.

Property — allowed to keep personal property except items restricted
through disciplinary actions or under AD-03.72.

Jobs — will generally be assigned to field force and secure jobs inside the
perimeter as designated by the Warden. May not be assigned to
maintenance worker, S5I, any other clerk position, dock worker, or any job
where the offender would have access to multiple areas of the unit.
Education Programs — participation in educational programs will be
determined by the Warden on a unit by unit basis and specific program
criteria. Access to vocational programs to be determined by the Warden
based on location of the vocational shops.




ATTACHMENT 2.00A

GENERAL POPULATION LEVEL 5 (G5/J5)

G5/ custody ~ shall be primarily assigned to those Line Class 1, II, III
time-earning status or State Jail offenders who have gne_or more of the
following characteristics: ‘

(1)  One (1) or more disciplinary conviction resulting in major penalty
for an assault with a weapon on staff or offenders within the past
twenty-four (24) months;

2y Two (2) or more disciplinary convictions resulting in major
penalties for offender or staff assauits without a weapon within the
past twelve (12) months;

{3} One (1) or more disciplinary convictions resulting in major
penalties for extortion or sexual abuse within the past twenty-four
{24) months.

(4)  Primarily Line [, ILIIH time-earning status, or State Jail offender, if
the offender is assaultive or aggressive in nature. Age, physical
size, and the circumstances surrounding any assaultive disciplinary
offenses will be taken into consideration when determining
appropriate custody assignment.

(5) Escape from a TDCJ secure adult correctional facility within the
past five (5) years will prevent an offender from being assigned to
a custody less restrictive than GS5/JS.

Note:

General Population Level V (G5/J5) custody may be assigned to

offenders who have the following characteristics:

(1)  Recent history of escape or attempted escape from an adult
correctional institution (within the past ten (10) years).

(2} A newly-arrived offender, upon transfer to his initial unit of
assignment, may be assigned to General Population Level V
(GS5/15) custody under the following circumstances:

(a) If the current offense or record is for a violent
crime against a person and the UCC does not
establish that a pattern of convictions for violent
acts exists, the offender may still be considered for
(G5/15) custody. However, the offender may be
considered for assignment to a less restrictive
custody in light of other classification

. characteristics.

) If in addition to the offender’s current conviction
for a violent crime, a pattern of convictions for
violent acts can be established by the UCC, then
the offender may be assigned to (G5/J5) custody.

(©) If the offender has comumitted an assault on staff or
offenders in an adult comrectional institution within
the past twenty-four (24) months, then the offender
may be assigned to (G5/J5) custody.

G5/]3 Custody — Primarily Line Class I, II, III time-earning-status, or State_Jai]
offenders shall be subject to the following classification boundaries:

(1) Generally ineligible for SAT status good conduet time credits {does not
apply to State Jail offenders);

(2) Ineligible for contact visits;

(3) Ineligible for an emergency absence;

(4) Requires direct armed supervision on job assignments and activities
outside the security perimeter, requires direct supervision inside the
security perimeter (however, certain positions with limited access to
ingress/egress from the position (i.e., dishwasher) may be allowed
frequent, indirect supervision with the approval of the Warden);

(5} Must be housed in a cell specifically designated for housing only General
Population Level V (G5/J5) custody offenders;

(6) Recreation — Institutional offender - allowed two (2) hours a day; (Refcr

to AD 03.40 for specific guidelines).

State Jail offender — allowed one (1) hour a day.

(7) Commissary — allowed to make commissary purchases up to $20 every two
(2) weeks; '

(8) Property — aflowed to keep personal property except items restricted
through disciplinary actions or under AD-03.72.

(3) Jobs — primarily assigned to field force. May not be assigned to
maintenance worker, SS1, any other clerk position, dock worker, or any job
where the offender would have access to multiple areas of the unit.

(10) Educaticn Programs — generally ineligible for participation in educational
programs but may be eligible in certain situations such as GRAD process.






