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COUNCILCOMMITTEEMEMORANDUM

TO BrianJ Anderson CityAdministrator
FROM AndyBohlen PoliceChief
DATE October10 2013
SUBJECT InformationonCentralAvenueConcerns

DISCUSSION
Iwantedyouawareoftheongoingpoliceeffortstoworkwiththedowntown
communityonCentralAvenuetoalleviatesomeofthefearsandculturalclashes
takingplace Thevibrantbusinesscommunityissurroundedbyaverylarge
diversepopulation oftenobservedstandingingroupsandwalkingalongCentral
Avenue Somebusinessownershaveapproachedmeatmeetingsoratvarious
timesthroughoutthepastyeartellingmeaboutpeopleblockingthesidewalks
entrancestodoorways impedingbusinesstraffic andevenallegedcriminal
activityandopendrugtransactions Initially Ipulledstatisticalinformationfrom
20092012onthe000blockto700blocksonCentralAvenueandgathered
informationonthefts burglaries fightandassaultcalls parkingcomplaints and
allegeddrugactivity Ofthecallsmonitored mostremainedsteadyeachyear
Minortheftcallsappeartohaveincreased whilemoresignificantthefts
burglaries havedecreased Assaultsandfightsremainedonaverageabout1

reportedpermonth Overallparkingcomplaintsincreasedin20112012 butthat
wasmostlikelyduetothefactthatwewerewithoutaCSOtobetterservicethe
publicparkingareas Drugactivityinthatareawasonlyabout37callsperyear
eventhoughtwoseparatebusinessesreportedlyobservedbetween4and10
drugtransactionseach Theybothindicatedtheyweretoobusytoreportthe
informationtopolice Sinceourconversationstheyhavebeenencouragedtocall
policeanytimetheyfeltcriminalactivitywastakingplaceinfrontoftheir
businesses

Becausetherewassuchaconcern Ihadinstructedmysupervisorystaffto
funnelanyadditionalresourcesontoCentralAvenue whenevertheshifts
containedadequatestaffing Ialsohaveaskedourinvestigativedivisiontomake
alistwithphotographsonpeopleweknowtobeinvolvedinongoingcriminal
activityinthatareaandtotargetthosespecificindividualswitha zerotolerance
approach Icantellyouthatfoursuspectsthatwereresponsibleforalarge
portionoftherecentproblemcallsdowntownarenoweitherdeceasedor
incarceratedforcriminalactivity

WerecentlyhiredaparttimeCSOthatfocuseshiseffortsonparking
enforcementandcanoftenbeobservedwalkingonCentralAvenueduring
afternoonandeveninghoursOurofficershavebeentaskedtoincreasea
markedpatrolpresenceandwehaveconductedseveralundercoveroperations
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onCentralAvenuebetweentheCommunityCenterandthe400blockofCentral
AvenueSeveraloftheseoperationswereovertimeshiftsspecificallysetupto
targetsouthWillowStreetthroughthenorthsectionofCentralAvenue The
departmenthasalsosetupaliaisonwithanotherlawenforcemententityand
utilizedundercoverofficersandcoverteffortstoconductsurveillance monitor
activity andattempttocaptureandrecordthosesuspectedofcriminalactivity
Theundercovereffortswillcontinueasstaffingallowsbuteachtimeanoperation
hasbeenscheduled theyhaveyieldedfewarrestsbuttheyhaveallowed
increasedgatheringofcriminalintelligencedataandshownamarkeddecrease
inpedestriantrafficinproblemareas

Therehasbeenincreaseddiscussionofarevisedloiteringordinanceand
referencestoexamplesinothercommunities Ihavediscussedthiswiththecity
attorneyandrecognizethatthismaybeproblematicandunenforceable Often
timestheseordinancesrequireofficerstoestablishthatothercriminalactivityis
takingplace Forexample agroupofpeoplesimplystandingonthestreetcorner
isntillegaliftheyarentplanningacrime Officersmustapproachthegroupand
askthemwhattheyaredoing Iftheysaytheyaresimplytalkingtotheirfriends
andnoothercrimeisobserved itwillbedifficultforajudgetofindguiltaftera
summonsisissued Ifsomeoneloiteringisdrunk disorderly damaging
someonesvehicle smokingillegalsubstances orcaughtbreakinginto
someonescar orharassingpedestriantraffic thenwehaveapotentialcrime

Formonths wehavebeenworkingwithMinneapolisPoliceDepartmentand
thfinallyhavethedateofOctober24onthecalendar Onthatdate thepolice

departmentplanstoutilizeOfficerMohamedAbdullahi thefirstMNSomali
officer SomalicommunityleaderAsherAli SgtAlShuda myself andalocal
videographertoshootascriptedvideodowntown Thegoalofthisvideowillbeto
marketittothenewSomalirefugeescomingintotownanddistributethevideo
acrossFCTV throughthecommunitycenter andotherSomalisourceswithin
thecity Thevideowilltouchontheneedforeveryonetofeelsafeandwelcome
inFaribault culturalassimilation howtoworkwithpolice trustlawenforcement
relaycommonlawsandordinances expressprideinthecommunity andprovide
encouragementtoreportcriminalactivity Ibelievebuildingtrustingrelationships
withthediversedowntowncultureisvitaltoimprovepoliceandcommunity
relations cooperativelyworktowardscommongoals establishenforceablelaws
andmakegenuineprogress TheSomalicultureisheretostayandIhave
personallyobservedintolerancefromeverydirectioninthiscityanditisnot
solelyaproblemwithoneethnicgroup TheyareavitalpartoftheFaribault
economy rentapartmentsdowntown andcommunicatedifferentlythanthelong
timeresidents ThenewresidentsdonothaveaSomalipaper SomaliTV
station andlargeyardstogatherinsotheydowhattheirculturehastaught
them Theytalkandvisitonthestreet Likeallculturalgroups itisaverysmall
percentageofanygroupthatcausesthelargestamountofcriminalactivity
Asstaffingallows wewillcontinuetomakeCentralAvenueapriorityfor
increasedpatrolefforts examinerealisticwaystoenforcelawsalreadyonthe
books andbuildbetterrelationshipswithourbusinesspartnersandallresidents
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