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DECLARATIONS IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS MOTION FOR
PARTIAL SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Exhibit Date and ECF Number of
Number Declarant Original Filing
1 Orson Bevins June 12, 2019
2 Albert Del Val April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 30)
3 Kevin Bixby April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 34)
4 Amanda Munro April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 31)
5 Elizabeth Walsh April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 35)
6 Mike Evans June 12, 2019
7 Roy Armenta Sr. May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-9)
8 Carmina Ramirez May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-7)
9 Gayle G. Hartmann May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-1)
10 Ralph Hudson May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-2)
11 Kevin Arthur Dahl May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-3)
12 Bill Broyles May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-4)
13 Patricia Gerrodette May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-5)
14 Margaret Case May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-6)
15 Christina Patino Houle April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 33)
16 Vicki B. Gaubeca April 4, 2019 (ECF No. 32)
17 Cyndi C. Tuell May 29, 2019 (ECF No. 150-8)
18 Robert Ardovino June 12, 2019

1
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES
COALITION,

Plaintiffs, Case No.: 4:19-c¢v-00892-HSG

V.
Declaration of Orson Bevins
DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the
UniteD States, in his official Capacity;
PATRICK M. SHANAHAN, Acting
Secretary of Defense, in his official
Capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN,
Secretary of Homeland Security, in her
official Capacity; AND STEVEN
MNUCHIN, Secretary of the Treasury,
in his official Capacity,

Defendants.

I, Orson Bevins, declare as follow:

8 My name is Orson Bevins. I am over 18 years old. The information in
this declaration is based on my personal experience and my review of publicly
available information. If called as a witness, I could and would testify competently

to these facts. This declaration reflects my personal opinions and judgment.

2. My current address is 3091 S. 31st Drive, Yuma, AZ 85364. I have

lived in Yuma since August 2011.

1
DECLARATION OF ORSON BEVINS
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3. I support the Sierra Club’s mission and goals to encourage the public
to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote
the responsible use of the earth's ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist
humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural and human environment;

and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.

4. I am a current member of Sierra Club and I first joined in March 2008.

5. I work for the Quechan Indian Tribe on the Fort Yuma Indian
Reservation as a project planner, where I plan and implement civil construction
projects that benefit tribal members. I primarily work on sanitation projects, such

as upgrading wastewater management systems or drilling wells for new sources of

water.

6. My home is located a few miles from the area in Yuma where I
understand that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is proposing to

construct a new segment of wall -- Yuma Sector Project 1 -- along the U.S.-Mexico

border.

% Approximately four times per year, I drive along and then visit the
levee near the proposed border wall project in Yuma. I enjoy visiting Morelos Dam
just south of Los Algodones, to take in views of the beautiful landscape of the two
countries on either side of the Colorado River. I also frequently drive to and visit
areas along Highway 95, travelling south through the Cocopah Indian Reservation

2
DECLARATION OF ORSON BEVINS
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and Gadsden down to San Luis. On these drives, I can see over sections of the
existing vehicle barrier along the border, and there are stretches where I am meters
away from the border and the physical barriers are not visible. I greatly enjoy these
drives and viewing large swaths of farmland and riparian landscape. I am very
concerned aic)out the aesthetic impacts that construction and the completed border
wall would have on the local landscape. The tall and intrusive pedestrian barrier

would disrupt the desert views and inhibit me from fully appreciating this area.

8. While I really value these areas and plan to visit them in the future,
the strong presence of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents diminishes
my enjoyment and sometimes deters me from further exploring certain areas. When
visiting these areas I am guaranteed to be asked questions or be detained by the
CBP agents. I am deeply concerned that increased security associated with a new
pedestrian wall along the border would further diminish my enjoyment of these

areas.

A Most important, I worry about the impacts construction and operation
of the border wall would have on the environment, wildlife, and native plant
species. The construction and presence of the border wall would fragment wildlife
habitat and devastate native vegetation. There are many unique species in the
desert, which have both environmental and cultural significance, such as the
mesquite tree species, from which local indian tribes harvest the seeds for use in

medicinal tea.
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10. I am aware that president Trump declared a national emergency on
February 15, 2019 in order to construct a border wall along the U.S.-Mexico border.
It is my understanding that DHS intends to commence wall construction in the

Yuma Sector Project 1 area.

11. I am familiar with the litigation, filed by the Sierra Club and the
Southern Border Communities Coalition, which challenges DHS’s unlawful
construction of a border wall. This construction and a completed wall would greatly

impede my ability to enjoy the areas in Yuma along the border.

I declare under the penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the United States

that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

-

Orson Bevins

Dated: June 7 , 2019.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES COALITION,

Plaintiffs, Case No.:4:19-cv-00892-HSG
\2

DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the DECLARATION OF ALBERT DEL
United States, in his official capacity; PATRICK VAL
M. SHANAHAN, Acting Secretary of Defense, in
his official capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN,
Secretary of Homeland Security, in her official
capacity; and STEVEN MNUCHIN, Secretary of
the Treasury, in his official capacity,

Defendants.

My name is Albert Del Val and I declare:

1. I am over 18 years old. The information in this declaration is based on my personal
experience and my review of publicly available information.

2. My primary residence is 564 South 7th Avenue, Yuma, Arizona 85364. I have lived
at my current address for 2 years, and before that I lived four blocks away.

3. I am a current member of the Sierra Club. I joined the Sierra Club in August 2017.

4. I support the Sierra Club’s mission and goals to encourage the public to explore,
enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote the responsible use of the
earth’s ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of
the natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.

5. [ am originally from Somerton, a neighboring town within Yuma County. [ have

spent my entire life in this area and know it well.

1
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6. I have been fishing in the canals along the border between Yuma, Arizona in the U.S.
and Baja California in Mexico for more than 50 years. I regularly fish in West Main Canal for small
mouth, big mouth, and striped bass. I enjoy the desert landscape and the animals and plants that
occur there, As I child I hunted quail and rabbits throughout this region.

7. Increasingly, my ability to fish in the canals, and my enjoyment of spending time
there, has been diminished by heightened security along the border. 1 often get stopped by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (“CBP™) agents patrolling the area, which along with cameras
trained on residents, makes me feel uneasy. [ am concerned that construction of border wall near the
canal, along with increased security, will increase that unease and diminish my enjoyment of this
place.

8. I intend to return to the canals for fishing as long as [ am able but I am very
concerned that the construction and maintenance of the border wall will limit or entirely cut off my
access to these fishing spots.

9. I am also concerned about the aesthetic and environmental impacts that border wall
construction and upkeep will have on the landscape I have treasured for so many years. I understand
the Department of Homeland Security will also install lights that would create artificial light
pollution interfering with the desert dark skies my wife and I treasure. I am also concerned that
border wall construction and maintenance would harm native cottonwood trees, mesquite trees, and
other vegetation surrounding the border, as well as the wildlife that depends on this habitat.

10. I worry the wall would be incredibly ugly and detract from the natural environment [
grew up with. I regularly drive along the levee road. When I view previous wall projects they feel
ominous and oppressive to me, diminishing the pleasures I have felt all my life in this desert
landscape.

11.  Itis my understanding that wall construction would occur near West Main Canal and
the levee road because it 1s located in CBP's Yuma Sector, and is referred to as DHS “Yuma Sector

Project 1.”

2
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12. T understand Sierra Club brought this litigation, in part, to challenge the government’s
unlawful construction of a border wall. I am participating in this case because DHS has announced
it will soon begin wall construction in Yuma Sector Project 1. This construction and a completed
wall would impede my ability to fish and otherwise enjoy the areas in Yuma along the border.

13.  Iplan to continue to fish in the canals and drive along levee roads as long as [ am

physically able.

I hereby declare under the penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the United States that
the above 1s true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Executed April 4th, 2019.

Albert Del

3
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES COALITION,

Plaintiffs, Case No.: 4:19-cv-00892-HSG
V.

DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the DECLARATION OF KEVIN
United States, in his official capacity; PATRICK BIXBY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
M. SHANAHAN, Acting Secretary of Defense, in SOUTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL
his official capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN, CENTER

Secretary of Homeland Security, in her official
capacity; and STEVEN MNUCHIN, Secretary of
the Treasury, in his official capacity,

Defendants.

My name is Kevin Bixby and I declare:

1. I am over the age of eighteen, and I am competent to make this declaration. I provide
this declaration based upon my personal knowledge. I would testify to the facts in this declaration
under oath if called upon to do so.

2. I am the Executive Director and founder of the Southwest Environmental Center in
Las Cruces, New Mexico, an organization that forms part of the Southern Border Communities
Coalition (“SBCC”). In addition, for over one year I have served on SBCC’s Steering Committee,
directing and coordinating SBCC’s decisions at the organizational level.

3. I founded the Southwest Environmental Center in 1991 to reverse the accelerating
loss of plants and animals worldwide through protection and restoration of native wildlife and their
habitats in the southwest. The Southwest Environmental Center has approximately 2000 dues-

paying members, the majority of whom live in Southern New Mexico. It works statewide in New

1
DECLARATION OF KEVIN BIXBY
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Mexico and our campaigns extend into Eastern Arizona and West Texas. For example, for decades
we have been actively involved in restoring riparian and aquatic habitats along the Rio Grande in
southern New Mexico and west Texas, to create a “string of pearls” of restored and protected
habitats up and down this reach.

4. In addition to restoration, our work involves grassroots organizing, public education,
and petitioning the government about preservation and restoration. In one such campaign, we are
working to restore highly-endangered Mexican wolves to the Southwest in Arizona and New
Mexico, including by advocating for the establishment of a Mexican Wolf Center in Grant County,
New Mexico. In another, we are fighting to end wildlife killing contests, and are on the cusp of New
Mexico outlawing coyote killing contests.

5. The national emergency declaration, and the construction of a border wall using funds
that have not been appropriated by Congress, are causing and will continue to cause irreversible
damage to Southwest Environmental Center. They also threaten lands that I cherish and have
devoted my life to protecting.

6. With the Southwest Environmental Center and in my personal capacity, I have on
several occasions traveled the areas threatened with construction, including lands encompassed in
so-called “El Paso Project 1” where the Department of Defense will finance Department of
Homeland Security construction. Southwest Environmental Center members enjoy these areas for
camping, hiking, hunting deer, javelina and quail, and bird watching. I enjoy hiking and camping in
these areas, and intend to do so as long as [ am able. They are beautiful to me—rolling Chihuahuan
desert scrubland, adjacent to several mountain ranges, with arroyos and diverse vegetation creating
an undulating landscape. There are several isolated desert hills and peaks that provide unique habitat
for different species of plants and animals—they are called sky islands, like islands in a sea of
desert. Border wall construction in these areas will harm these lands at a time when communities
here are being revitalized around eco-tourism and the attraction of expansive vistas and wildlife

viewing.

2
DECLARATION OF KEVIN BIXBY
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7. Southwestern New Mexico is one of the most biologically diverse areas of the United
States due to the confluence of different biomes and northern and southern wildlife species. The
Pentagon’s recently-announced plan to seize $1 billion from military personnel funding and use it to
build 57 miles of new border wall, including 46 miles in New Mexico, would culminate in nearly
half of New Mexico’s international border being walled off. Construction in “El Paso Project 1”
will completely wall off Dofia Ana County, where we reside, and much of neighboring Luna County.
Additional construction in New Mexico, including the threat to wall off the bootheel, would further
destroy the environments that Southwest Environmental Center is devoted to protecting and
restoring.

8. With Southwest Environmental Center, we frequently visited Southern New Mexico
over the last year, seeking in part to learn about the wildlife that lives in the area and to educate the
public about it. About one year ago, Southwest Environmental Center installed wildlife cameras in
adjacent habitats immediately east of planned construction, for approximately 20 miles west of Santa
Teresa, New Mexico (approximately to the point where “El Paso Project 1 begins). Our goal has
been to learn and share information about the wildlife that lives in these habitats, often hidden from
human view. Our cameras documented the presence of mountain lions, mule deer, coyotes, bobcats,
gray foxes, badgers, birds, bats, rabbits, and other species, many of which are too large to pass
through bollard-wall construction with its four-inch gaps between bollards.

0. The animals that will be impacted by construction in “El Paso Project 1" include
threatened or endangered species. The wall will prevent some endangered species, such as jaguars
and ocelots, from reoccupying historic habitat in the U.S. It will prevent genetic exchange between
small populations of extremely endangered Mexican wolves on either side of the border. The impact
on all species too large to pass will be dire. Some will likely die because they will not be able to
reach the food and water resources they need to survive. Wildlife populations on either side of the

border will be permanently fragmented and disconnected, and therefore more vulnerable to

3
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catastrophic events like disease as well as the loss of healthy genetic variability. A border wall will
also prevent animals from adjusting their range in response to climate change.

10. Because of the emergency declaration and the realized threat of constructing outside
of the Rio Grande Valley Border Patrol Sector, the Southwest Environmental Center has been forced
to carefully monitor risks to Southwestern lands, including in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. We
have devoted significant time to identifying the location and timing of construction that will occur
without congressional process or approval. For example, upon learning in March that the Secretary
of Defense would provide $1 billion to the Department of Homeland Security to build a wall, I spent
two days working with coalitions to discern the location of construction. Upon receiving
coordinates, I spent additional hours mapping out where the wall would go—sadly, in our backyard.
We have been forced to spend this time in order to protect the land, to organize within SBCC, and to
educate Southwest Environmental Center’s members and the public.

11. The Southwest Environmental Center has also been caused to devote resources to
answering calls from members, the public, and government officials requesting information about
what is happening and what can be done. We are mapping out not only the area identified as “El
Paso 1,” but the other areas in the Southwest identified for priority construction in correspondence
from the Department of Homeland Security to the Department of Defense. Our Communications
Director, Amanda Munro, has begun and will continue creating media kits about the impacts of
construction in all 11 of the identified projects. This work takes her away from her other
responsibilities, such as our ongoing organizing to protect special places like Otero Mesa, and
coordinating efforts to reform wildlife policies in New Mexico and other states.

12. We should honor and protect the lands of the Southwest. The habitats and wildlife
that flourish in these lands will be injured, and perhaps forever lost, if a border wall is built. As
director of Southwest Environmental Center, and speaking for myself, the consequences of such

construction for my work, and the quality of my life as a visitor to these lands, are devastating.

4
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I hereby declare under the penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the United States that
the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
EXECUTED this 4th day of April, 2019.

Kevin Bixby

5
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES COALITION,

Plaintiffs,
V. Case No.: 4:19-cv-00892-HSG

DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the
United States, in his official capacity; PATRICK
M. SHANAHAN, Acting Secretary of Defense, in
his official capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN,
Secretary of Homeland Security, in her official

capacity; and STEVEN MNUCHIN, Secretary of DECLARATION OF AMANDA
the Treasury, in his official capacity, MUNRO
Defendants.

My name is Amanda Munro and | declare:

1. My name is Amanda Munro. | am over 18 years old. The information in this
declaration is based on my personal experience and my review of publicly available
information. If called as a witness, | could and would testify competently to these facts. Any
opinions contained in this declaration reflect my personal opinion and judgment.

2. My primary residence is 1440 S Almendra Street, Las Cruces, New Mexico,
88001.

3. I support the Sierra Club’s mission and goals to encourage the public to explore,

enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote the responsible use of the
1
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earth's ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the

quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out these

objectives.
4. I have been a Sierra Club member since 2018.
5. I spent my childhood exploring the forests of rural Northern California, where |

grew up catching lizards and climbing trees. My love of animals and the outdoors led me to
advocacy on behalf of wildlife and their habitat, currently near the U.S.-Mexico border in New
Mexico.

6. After graduating from the University of Portland with a degree in Environmental
Ethics & Policy, | moved to Las Cruces, New Mexico in 2017. I currently work for the
Southwest Environmental Center, an organization dedicated to both conservation and social
justice in New Mexico. In my position, | engage in public education and outreach, generally
educating local people about the socially and environmentally destructive effects of a border wall
on their community. I love this work because it allows me to enjoy the unique and beautiful
desert landscapes along the New Mexico border in what the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) calls the El Paso Sector.

7. I am particularly passionate about protecting New Mexico wildlife along the
border such as pronghorn, bobcats, ocelots, mountain lions, javelina, badgers, mule deer,
coatimundis, and bears. All of these species and more would be impacted by a border wall in the
El Paso Sector. | personally visit this area numerous times per year in my public education work;

but also, I am part of a team that runs a camera monitoring program to document wildlife
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occurring in and migrating through this area. This work includes the El Paso Sector where the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Project 1 wall construction would occur.

8. The place | visit most often along the border is on the far eastern side of El Paso
Sector Project 1, just south of NM Route 9. My team has a monitoring station there that allows
us to capture and analyze wildlife migration patterns.

9. I am extremely concerned that a border wall in this region would be devastating to
local wildlife because | care deeply about protecting and maintaining healthy populations of
native species. Currently, in some places in this sector, wildlife must navigate vehicle barriers,
but that type of fencing allows wildlife to pass through relatively easily. | understand that DHS
intends to construct and maintain 18-foot high barrier walls that are impenetrable to wildlife.
This new construction would drastically cut off their access to key sources of food and water.
The construction process also clears immense amounts of vegetation as this type of work
requires heavy machinery and improvements to existing roads. In addition, | understand there
would be an increased presence by CBP agents along with increased lighting and upkeep
activities — activities all detrimental to wildlife and detrimental to my use and enjoyment of these
lands.

10. In the course of my work, | have also become familiar with destructive flooding
that occurs after border wall construction. After heavy rains, debris can build up on the wall
itself, trapping water and causing deadly flash floods. | am worried about loss of human and
animal life along with associated environmental degradation of fragile desert lands.

11. Through my work, | hope to continue to view and enjoy a wide variety of wildlife
species along the border, but | am concerned about the destruction of their habitat, especially the
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loss of migratory corridors. My love of animals brought me to this unique desert landscape and |
fear that a border wall will diminish that happiness and the sense of fulfillment I derive from
visiting these beautiful landscapes and viewing local species.

12. During my visits to the border in the El Paso Sector, | am often approached by
CBP agents patrolling the area. These encounters leave me feeling anxious because despite these
areas being fully open to the public, Border Patrol agents go out of their way to intimidate and
make me and other residents feel as if we are trespassing on private property, but we are not. |
intend to continue to visit the El Paso Sector area, but | am deeply concerned that if the wall is
built, the ever-increasing presence of CBP agents will diminish my future enjoyment of this
place.

13. I am aware that President Trump declared a national emergency on February 15,
2019 in order to construct a border wall all along the U.S.-Mexico border. It is my understanding
that DHS intends to commence wall construction in the El Paso Sector, Project 1 area in the near
future.

14. I am familiar with the litigation filed by the Sierra Club and the Southern Border
Communities Coalition which challenges DHS’s intent to unlawfully construct a border wall in
New Mexico. Based on my deep concerns about the negative environmental impacts associated
with border wall construction near New Mexico Route 9 in the El Paso Sector, | strongly support
this case. As | understand it, DHS has announced it will commence construction in the El Paso
Sector for its Project 1. | have deep concerns about the impacts that border wall construction and
maintenance would likely have on native wildlife and plant species, and on my ability to enjoy
both during my time near the border.
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15. If DHS constructs a wall in New Mexico’s El Paso Sector, I would be harmed
professionally, aesthetically, and spiritually, as set forth in the previous paragraphs of this
declaration. The only way to avoid these injuries is to declare the declaration of a national

emergency invalid and enjoin construction of the wall.

Dated: April 4, 2019 f/Q( /K /6‘/

Amanda Munro
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES COALITION,

Plaintiffs, Case No.: 4:19-cv-00892-HSG
V.
DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the DECLARATION OF ELIZABETH J.
United States, in his official capacity; PATRICK WALSH

M. SHANAHAN, Acting Secretary of Defense, in
his official capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN,
Secretary of Homeland Security, in her official
capacity; and STEVEN MNUCHIN, Secretary of
the Treasury, in his official capacity,

Defendants.

My name is Elizabeth J. Walsh and I declare:

L. My name is Elizabeth J. Walsh. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on
my personal knowledge. If called as a witness, I could and would testify competently to these
facts. Any opinions contained in this declaration reflect my personal opinion and judgment.

2, I reside in El Paso, Texas near Sunland Park, New Mexico in close proximity to
the United States-Mexico border.

3. [ have been an active member of the Sierra Club since 1993 having served on a
number of volunteer committees. For example, I was a national Sierra Club Board member from
May 2012-2018, serving as fifth officer 2015-2016 and treasurer from May 2016-May 2018. 1
am currently the volunteer co-lead of the Our Wild America campaign, a member of the national

Finance and Risk Management Board Advisory Committee, a member of the national Sierra
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Club Wildlife & Endangered Species Activist Team (WESACT), the Executive Committee of
the El Paso Regional Sierra Club Group, as well as actively working with the borderlands team. 1
have been involved in various advocacy and academic discussions, protests, and meetings
regarding the border region, including being co-organizer of a Sierra Club Border Wall event
hosted by the WESACT team in south Texas in 2008, and was the lead presenter on the Border
Wall and Wildlife forum at the Universidad Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez in October 2008.

4. My professional career is dedicated to environmental issues. Since 1994, I have
been a tenured professor in biological sciences at a Texas university. I moved to the area after
completing my Ph.D. in Environmental Biology at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

5. My work and advocacy on behalf of wildlife in the border region goes back more
than a decade. I was active in advocating for environmental and wildlife interests during prior
border fencing projects under the George W. Bush administration in the early 2000s.

6. For more than fifteen years I have also co-hosted the Animal Concerns of Texas
radio show on KTEP-EIl Paso, the El Paso National Public Radio affiliate. The show focuses on
animal interests and issues, including environmental concerns and the impact on wildlife. I have
frequently featured the impacts of the border wall on news segments of the show.

¥ As part of my professional and academic work I routinely visit and study the
border area immediately west of El Paso, Texas in New Mexico along Route 9 which parallels
the border. It is my understanding that this is referred to as El Paso Sector Project 1. I supervise
several ongoing and long-term biology studies in this area with graduate students on the aquatic
diversity of ephemeral wetlands known locally as playas. I also study habitat fragmentation and
population trends of several indigenous lizard species, Uta stansburiana and Aspidoscelis

marmorata, in this same region.
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8. In addition, I utilize this same area for recreational and non-professional purposes,
primarily bird watching and hiking. This includes observing a wide range of species that call the
border area their home, including road runners, scaled quail, Southwestern willow flycatcher,
and other species. I visit the New Mexico and Texas border areas routinely as part of my bird
watching activities, and have done so since I moved to El Paso in the early 1990s.

9. I am aware that President Trump declared a national emergency on February 15,
2019 in order to construct a border wall all along the U.S.-Mexico border. I understand that the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) intends to commence wall construction in its El
Paso Sector which is adjacent to and in close proximity to where I lead biology studies with my
students and where I frequently birdwatch and hike.

10. Border wall construction in the El Paso Sector, especially Project 1, would
negatively impact the scientific playa studies I have overseen for many years because a wall
could impede vital natural drainage patterns for the playas. Similarly, construction and
maintenance of a border wall would continue to degrade the natural dynamic of the playa pools
and their associated ecosystems.

11.  Border wall construction would further fragment and degrade the lizard species’
habitat I and my students have studied for many years.

12, [ have personally observed the adverse impacts caused to wildlife by earlier
border wall projects in Texas. I am also aware of scientific studies and other information
demonstrating such adverse impacts, as well as the cascading negative ramifications to areas
adjacent to barriers. These areas tend to have high levels of human disturbance, including roads,
lighting, and removal of vegetation, which further expand negative impacts of barriers on

wildlife populations. Thus, the adverse impact of wall construction in the El Paso Sector of New
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Mexico will not just adversely impact my personal interests and ability to enjoy the wildlife in
this area, but also my interest in enjoying and recreating in a large geographic zone in the El
Paso Sector that I also routinely visit and intend to continue to visit in the future, including for
scientific research as well as for wildlife watching and hiking.

13 [ am also aware that barriers to wildlife movement exacerbate the current
extinction threats posed by human-altered landscapes and human activities. Scientists warn that
animals whose ranges will be halved by the border wall will be impeded in their ability to
reproduce with other members of their species, thereby creating a shallower gene pool and
heightening the chance of inbreeding,.

14. Based on my deep concerns about the negative environmental impacts associated
with border wall construction near New Mexico Route 9 in the El Paso Sector, | am familiar with
the litigation filed by the Sierra Club and other organizations which challenges DHS’s unlawful
construction of a border wall. As I understand it, DHS has announced it will commence
construction in the El Paso Sector for Project 1.

15. I would object to the federal government’s plans to construct a border wall in
New Mexico’s El Paso Sector without engaging in a thorough review of the impacts such
construction would have on the local environment and on vulnerable species that live here. [ am
afraid the environmental devastation and loss of biodiversity will negatively impact my aesthetic
enjoyment of borderlands wildlife. I am especially concerned about what will happen when so
many species’ habitats are fully and permanently bisected by an impermeable wall. The likely
result—ecological devastation and likely regional extirpation of species —has made me worried

and upset. This concern is magnified because the President has announced an intention to
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construct along the entire southern border. My professional, aesthetic, and recreational interest in
observing all wildlife as well as threatened and endangered species is also severely at risk.

16.  If DHS constructs a wall in New Mexico’s El Paso Sector, I will be injured
professionally, aesthetically, recreationally, and morally, as set forth in the previous paragraphs
of this declaration. The only way to redress these injuries is to declare the declaration of a

national emergency invalid and enjoin construction of the wall.

Dated: April 3, 2019 Clespdoedt— u)&ia)\

Elizabeth J. Walsh, Ph.D. =
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN
BORDER COMMUNITIES
COALITION,

Plaintiffs, Case No.: 4:19-cv-00892-HSG

V.
Declaration of Mike Evans
DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the
UniteD States, in his official Capacity;
PATRICK M. SHANAHAN, Acting
Secretary of Defense, in his official
Capacity; KIRSTJEN M. NIELSEN,
Secretary of Homeland Security, in her
official Capacity; AND STEVEN
MNUCHIN, Secretary of the Treasury,
in his official Capacity,

Defendants.

I, Mike Evans, declare as follow:

1. My name is Mike Evans. I am over 18 years old. The information in
this declaration is based on my personal experience and my review of publicly
available information. If called as a witness, I could and would testify competently

to these facts. This declaration reflects my personal opinion and judgement.

2. My current address is 26465 Park Circle, San Juan Capistrano, CA
92675-1132. However, I have been visiting the areas around El Centro for several
decades in order to hike and camp in the California desert. I am an avid

conservationist and own a nursery dedicated to growing and selling native plants.
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My love of native plants is one of the many reasons I enjoy visiting the desert

ecosystems in the El Centro area.

3. I support the Sierra Club’s mission and goals to encourage the public
to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and promote
the responsible use of the earth's ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist
humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural and human environment;

and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.
4. I am a current member of the Sierra Club and first joined in 2003.

5. I visit and recreate in the Yuha Desert several times each year and
have been doing so for over 40 years. This desert ecosystem, which I value for its
native flora and fauna along with the sweeping views within the U.S. and across the
border, are, to my knowledge, within the El Centro Project 1 area proposed for new
wall construction by U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS). I am
concerned about the immense aesthetic and ecological impacts wall construction

within the El Centro area would have on places I have visited for many years.

6. For example, I enjoy hiking in the Yuha Desert, South of Route 98,
where one can see the U.S.-Mexico border. I also enjoy driving up to the existing
vehicle barrier because currently the views extend across the continuous valley into
Mexico. This region it contains a diverse desert ecosystem, and it is a place where

many native plants and animals still thrive. I travel to the area to view wild Sand
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Verbena, Crucifixion Thorn, and many other varieties of wild, native plants.
Crucifixion Thorn is very rare, and this is one of the few places it still exists within
California. In addition to the beautiful desert plants, there are numerous wildlife
species that reside in and migrate through this region. I have seen bighorn sheep,
coyotes, bobcats, and mountain lions, and other wild animals, within the
surrounding areas. I worry about hiking in the desert and seeing a tall bollard wall
instead of the existing expansive views. Such construction will greatly harm my

ability to recreate and enjoy the Yuha Desert near the border.

7. The desert surrounding the proposed wall site is culturally rich.
Another reason I (and many others) love to visit this place is to see geoglyphs and
intaglios, large and small ancient designs engraved on the desert floor, rocks, and
hills. Also, I enjoy climbing a small desert hill, within the sightline of the current

low barrier, in order to see the entire valley, extending into Mexico.

8. I am extremely concerned about habitat fragmentation for local desert
species. The current vehicle barrier allows wildlife to easily pass through which
greatly expands their habitat. However, a tall steel pedestrian wall would prohibit
all wildlife migration. This area on the U.S. side is bordered on the west by
mountains and to the east by urban and agricultural development around Calexico
1s a valuable corridor for wildlife that would be permanently diminished or blocked
by wall construction. In addition to new wall construction, I am concerned about the

impact of new lighting on the surrounding ecosystem. Not only are industrial bright
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lights detrimental to my ability to enjoying a dark sky full of stars, the desert itself
changes significantly at night. I am worried about new lighting installations

impacting nocturnal insects, reptiles, birds, and mammals.

9. I am aware that President Trump declared a national emergency on
February 15, 2019 with the purpose of constructing a wall along the U.S.-Mexico
Border. It is my understanding that the Secretary of Defense authorized funding in
May for El Centro Project 1. I plan to continue to visit and recreate in this area,
however I am concerned that construction of the border wall will impact my ability
to continue my hiking trips in the Yuha Desert. Additionally, I worry about the
extensive negative impacts on the desert ecosystem, including native plants, and
the many other people who also enjoy recreating and visiting this culturally and

ecologically unique area.

10.  For the reasons set forth in this declaration, the proposed wall in El
Centro Project 1 will injure me recreationally and aesthetically. An order halting

the wall’s construction would remedy these injuries.

I declare under the penalty of perjury pursuant to the laws of the United States

that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/Mﬂ/ |

Mike Evans

Dated: Juneé, 2019
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND DIVISION

SIERRA CLUB and SOUTHERN BORDER
COMMUNITIES COALITION,

Plaintiffs,
V.

DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States, in his official Capacity; PATRICK M.
SHANAHAN, Acting Secretary of Defense, in
his official Capacity; KIRSTJEN M.
NIELSEN, Secretary of Homeland Security, in
her official Capacity; AND STEVEN
MNUCHIN, Secretary of the Treasury, in his
official Capacity,

Defendants.

Case No.: 4:19-cv-00892-HSG

Declaration of Roy Armenta Sr.

My name is Roy Armenta Sr., and I declare:

1. Tam over 18 years old. The information in this declaration is based on my personal

experience and my review of publicly available information. If called as a witness, I

could and would testify competently to these facts. Any opinions contained in this

declaration reflect my personal opinion and judgment.

2. My primary residence is 729 Grant Street, Calexico, CA 92231. I have lived in Calexico

for most of life, and I am over 80 years old.

3. I joined the Si