
  U.S. Department of Justice 
  Civil Division, Appellate Staff 
  950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Rm. 7260 
  Washington, DC 20530  

 
Tel: (202) 514-3388 

 
 June 23, 2021 
 
VIA CM/ECF 
 
Mark Langer, Clerk of Court 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
RE: Samma v. U.S. Department of Defense, No. 20-5320 (D.C. Cir.) 
 Oral argument not yet scheduled 
 
Dear Mr. Langer: 
 
 The government respectfully notifies this Court of recent guidance 
promulgated by the Department of Defense that may bear on this case. See 
Memorandum from Virginia S. Penrod, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness, to Secretaries of the Military Departments and 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, Certification of Honorable Service for Members 
of the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve and Members of the Active 
Components of the Military or Naval Forces for Purposes of Naturalization (June 
17, 2021). That guidance rescinds the portions of a previous memorandum that 
plaintiffs challenge in this case, explaining that the Department of Defense “is 
currently reconsidering” the relevant issue and is rescinding the previous policy “in 
the interim” pending that reconsideration. Id.   

       Sincerely,  
 
       /s/ Sean Janda 
       Sean Janda 
 
cc: Counsel of Record (via CM/ECF) 
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