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RE: Briggs v. Norristown 

Statement of Interest: Alle-Kiski Area HOPE Center, Inc. 

Amicus Curiae, Alle-Kiski Area HOPE Center, Inc. (HOPE), is a private, non-
profit organization that recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization.  
HOPE is an organization of social changes whose mission is the elimination 
of domestic violence through intervention, prevention, and collaboration.  As 
such, HOPE has served the communities of the Allegheny and Kiski valleys 
for nearly 35 years.  HOPE provides crisis hotline, emergency shelter, legal 
advocacy, crisis intervention, and community prevention and education 
programming.  These services are free and confidential and offer a trauma-
informed approach that is aimed at empowerment and self-sufficiency. 

We join the Amicus Curaie brief submitted by the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence. The case at bar has far-reaching implications for 
victims of domestic violence, many of whom face homelessness across the 
state as they struggle to maintain their safety and establish stable housing 
and economic autonomy from their abusive and controlling former or 
current intimate partner. 

Many municipalities in the communities we serve have similar ordinances 
restricting calls to police. This month alone, two separate families accessed 
HOPE’s emergency shelter to avoid calling police for fear of evictions.  They 
moved their children to HOPE’s shelter with only weeks of school remaining 
and left the areas where each had natural support systems. We regularly 
hear from our clients that they are not calling police because they are afraid 
of being evicted from their home.  If evicted, many victims are forced to 
either return to live with their abuser or face homelessness. 

HOPE expresses interest in this on behalf of its board, advocates, and 
constituents. The decision at hand has the opportunity to create safety and 
guarantee the rights of all individuals to be free from abuse. 

 

Respectfully, 
The HOPE Center 

 
Michelle G. Bond 
Executive Director 
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The	  Clinton	  County	  Women’s	  Center	  is	  a	  participating	  agency	  of	  the	  Clinton	  County	  United	  Way.	  
Serving	  victims	  of	  domestic	  and	  sexual	  violence	  in	  Clinton	  County	  since	  1979.	  
The	  Clinton	  County	  Women’s	  Center	  is	  an	  Equal	  Opportunity	  Program.	  	  

Discrimination	  is	  prohibited	  by	  Federal	  Law.	  	  
Complaints	  of	  discrimination	  may	  be	  filed	  with	  the	  Secretary	  of	  Agriculture,	  Washington,	  D.C.	  20250	  

Or	  by	  calling	  (202)720-5964	  (Voice	  &	  TDD)	  

 

	  
	  

Clinton	  County	  Women's	  Center,	  Inc.	  
Hilton	  SAFE	  House	  
34	  West	  Main	  Street	  
Lock	  Haven,	  PA	  17745	  

570.748.9539	  
	  

Amicus	  Curiae,	  Clinton	  County	  Women’s	  Center,	  Inc.,	  is	  a	  private	  non-‐profit	  organization	  that	  
provides	  a	  variety	  of	  services	  to	  victims	  of	  Domestic	  Violence	  and	  Sexual	  Assault.	  	  Services	  offered	  
include	  temporary	  emergency	  shelter,	  options	  and	  supportive	  counseling,	  support	  groups,	  legal	  
advocacy,	  systems	  advocacy,	  education	  and	  prevention	  services.	  
	  
We	  join	  the	  Amicus	  Curiae	  brief	  submitted	  by	  the	  Pennsylvania	  Coalition	  Against	  Domestic	  
Violence.	  	  The	  case	  at	  hand	  has	  extreme	  implications	  for	  victims	  of	  domestic	  violence,	  many	  of	  
who	  face	  homelessness	  as	  they	  struggle	  to	  maintain	  their	  safety	  and	  obtain	  permanent	  stable	  
housing	  for	  themselves	  and	  their	  children.	  	  Affordable	  housing	  is	  most	  often	  only	  available	  
through	  subsidized	  housing	  programs	  that	  have	  strict	  regulations.	  
	  
Although	  the	  local	  housing	  program	  has	  no	  rules	  or	  regulations	  related	  to	  police	  calls,	  many	  
private	  landlords	  include	  this	  kind	  of	  restriction	  in	  their	  leases.	  	  The	  behavior	  of	  abusers	  is	  far	  
beyond	  the	  control	  of	  their	  victims	  and	  despite	  legal	  implications,	  many	  abusers	  choose	  to	  ignore	  
restraining	  orders	  and	  cause	  police	  response.	  	  As	  a	  result	  of	  fear	  of	  eviction,	  many	  women	  choose	  
not	  to	  call	  police	  and	  endure	  further	  abuse	  and	  fear.	  	  If	  they	  do	  get	  evicted	  they	  face	  homelessness,	  
economic	  strife	  and	  possible	  loss	  of	  custody	  of	  their	  children.	  
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Briggs v. Borough of Norristown et al., No. 13-CV-2191 (EDPa) 

Futures Without Violence Amicus Curiae Statement of Interest 

 

Futures Without Violence, formerly Family Violence Prevention Fund, is a national nonprofit organization that 

has worked for over thirty years to prevent and end violence against women and children around the world.  

Futures Without Violence mobilizes concerned individuals, children’s groups, allied professionals, women's 

rights, civil rights, and other social justice organizations to join the campaign to end violence through public 

education/prevention campaigns, public policy reform, model training, advocacy programs, and organizing.  

Futures Without Violence has a particular interest in supporting the economic security of victims of domestic 

and sexual violence.  For more than ten years, Futures Without Violence has worked with employers and unions 

to proactively address the workplace effects of violence and the resultant safety and economic costs.  Futures 

Without Violence joins with amici in supporting efforts to ensure that victims have access to secure and stable 

housing, which is critical to helping victims and their families maintain safety and economic autonomy from 

perpetrators.   

 

 

 

 

 
Michael W. Runner 

Director of Legal Programs 

Futures Without Violence  
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Laurel House is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt, charitable organization as defined under the Internal Revenue Service code section 501c (3).  
Tax-exemption entity ID: 23-2172743.   
 
The official registration and financial information of Laurel House may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll free within 
Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 
	  

 
 
 
P.0. Box 764   
Norristown, PA 19404 
Phone: 610-277-1860 
Fax: 610-277-6425 
www.laurel-house.org 
 
 

Board of Directors 
President 
Diana Scott 
Co-Vice Presidents 
Ruth Hardin 
Scott Sterling 
Treasurer 
Angela Ko, CPA 
Secretary 
Sheila Ritchey 
 
Jacqueline Allen 
Lisa Altomare 
Lisa Auerbach 
Penny Satell Berman 
Ivy Bryan, Esq. 
Michael Cavalier 
Rachael Gerson 
Joyce Goldberg 
Kandece Henning 
Vernon L. Hunsberger 
Alec M. O’Neill, Esq. 
Scott Sterling 
Etta Szeftel 
Patricia Younce, Esq. 
 

Advisory Board 
Wallis W. Brooks, Esq.  
Beverly Lee Carroll 
Suzanne Fields 
Lt. Gerald Dougherty 
Sonja Haggert 
Dr. Barbara L. Jordan 
Dr. Sandra Levenson 
Marian Kimmel 
Catherine Ormerod 
Tammy Reid 
Sgt. Jane E. Robertson, Co-Chair 
Shara Rizzo 
Michelle Vichnin, M.D. 
Judy Worrell, Co Chair 
Dasha Yermakova  
 
Executive Director 
Beth E. Sturman 

May 28, 2013 
Statement of Interest: Laurel House 

 
Amicus Curiae, Laurel House, is a private, non-profit organization that provides 
comprehensive services for domestic abuse survivors and their children, along 
with domestic violence prevention education for students and other community 
members throughout Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  Our services include: 
nine bedroom shelter for women and children who are endangered at home due to 
domestic violence; 12 units of post-shelter supportive housing; 24/7 Hotline; 
counseling; court accompaniment; support groups; on-site crisis response with law 
enforcement and medical personnel; teen dating abuse prevention education and 
community awareness education.  
 
We join the Amicus Curaie brief submitted by the Pennsylvania Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence. The case at bar has far-reaching implications for victims of 
domestic violence, many of whom face homelessness across the state as they 
struggle to maintain their safety and establish stable housing and economic 
autonomy from their abusive and controlling former or current intimate partner. 
 
Within this past year we are aware of at least one tragic, potentially fatal, situation 
in which a domestic violence survivor from our area was threatened with eviction 
due to her phone calls to law enforcement when her ex-boyfriend repeatedly came 
to her home and threatened and/or assaulted her.  The woman was so afraid that 
she would be evicted that she did not call the police when he stabbed her, leaving 
her to bleed out in her apartment.  Fortunately, a neighbor did call the police. The 
woman was subsequently airlifted to the hospital and her life was saved.   
 
Laurel House works with over 1500 domestic violence survivors each year, both 
through our Hotline and through direct, in person, supportive services.  Many of 
the people who call our Hotline, or who reach out to our Counselor Advocates in 
other ways, are reluctant to call the police due to their fear of facing eviction. With 
limited affordable housing options in our region, many victims, if evicted, can find 
few alternatives other than returning to the abusive significant other, or facing 
homelessness for themselves and their children.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Beth E. Sturman 
Executive Director 
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703 Market St., Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Telephone:  415-546-7000 
Fax:  415-546-7007 

nhlp@nhlp.org 
www.nhlp.org 

 

 

 

  
 
Sent via electronic mail 
 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST: Briggs v. Norristown 
 

Amicus Curiae, National Housing Law Project (NHLP), is a private, non-profit, national 
housing and legal advocacy center established in 1968. Our mission is to advance housing justice for 
poor people by increasing and preserving the supply of decent, affordable housing; improving existing 
housing conditions, including physical conditions and management practices; expanding and enforcing 
low-income tenants' and homeowners' rights; and increasing housing opportunities for racial and ethnic 
minorities. Through policy advocacy and litigation, NHLP has been responsible for many critically 
important changes to federal housing policy and programs that have resulted in increased housing 
opportunities and improved housing conditions for poor people. NHLP has worked with hundreds of 
advocates, attorneys, agencies and housing providers throughout the country on cases involving 
housing and domestic violence as well as advocating for policies that help survivors access and 
maintain safe and decent housing.  
 

We join the Amicus Curiae brief submitted by the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. The case at bar has far-reaching implications for victims of domestic violence, many of 
whom face homelessness as they struggle to maintain their safety and establish stable housing and 
economic autonomy apart from their abusive and controlling former or current intimate partner.   
 
 
 
       /s/ 
       Karlo Ng 
       Staff Attorney 
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May 31, 2013 
 
 
STATEMENT OF INTEREST: Briggs v. Norristown	  

Amicus Curiae, the National Network to End Domestic Violence (“NNEDV”) is a private, non-profit organization and 
the leading voice for millions of domestic violence victims and their families, friends and allies.  The case at bar has 
far-reaching implications for victims of domestic violence, many of whom face homelessness as they struggle to 
maintain their safety and establish stable housing and economic autonomy from their abusive and controlling former 
or current intimate partner. 	  

 The breadth of NNEDV’s domestic violence expertise includes the combined knowledge of its network of 56 state 
and territorial domestic violence coalitions, including over 2,000 local programs.  NNEDV has been a premiere 
national organization advancing the movement against domestic violence for over 20 years, having led efforts among 
domestic violence advocates and survivors in urging Congress to pass the landmark Violence Against Women Act 
(“VAWA”) of 1994 and subsequent reauthorizations. NNEDV has expertise in the nature and dynamics of domestic 
violence and its impact on victims; issues of financial abuse and economic security for survivors of domestic violence; 
and the intersection of housing policy and domestic violence.  In particular, NNEDV has substantial expertise in the 
VAWA housing protections, the McKinney-Vento homelessness program (HEARTH Act), implementation of housing 
programs through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Office on Violence Against Women 
transitional housing program, and other housing rights and protections for domestic violence survivors.	  

 
 
 
 
Kim A. Gandy 
President and CEO 
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May 30, 2013 
 
Statement of Interest: Women of Color Caucus of PCADV  
 
Amicus Curiae, The Women of Color Caucus (WOCC), are a member of PCADV a private, non-
profit organization.  We were established on April 13, 1981, primarily to actively encourage and 
support the involvement and leadership of Women of Color in all PCADV programs. Women of 
Color reflect a diverse group of women and include but are not limited to those who are African, 
African-American, Asian-American, Native American, Chinese, Filipino, Haitian, Hispanic, 
Indo-Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Latina, Pakistani, Panamanian, Thai, and Vietnamese.  
 
The WOCC recognizes that we must continue to strengthen the bonds between us, and together 
through collective action, we will work to: 

• Advocate on behalf of Battered Women and Women of Color 
• Serve as an advisory group to PCADV and its member programs in matters of 

significance to the WOCC constituency  
• Provide support to the WOCC constituency who work within PCADV. 

 
We join the Amicus Curaie brief submitted by the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. The case at bar has far-reaching implications for victims of domestic violence, many 
of whom face homelessness across the state as they struggle to maintain their safety while 
establishing stable housing and economic autonomy from their abusive and controlling former or 
current intimate partner. 
 
We represent individuals from across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and its municipalities 
and some of our counties have similar ordinances restricting calls to police. We regularly hear 
from our members who have direct contact with clients that are not calling police because they 
are afraid of being evicted from their homes.  If evicted, many victims are forced to either return 
to live with their abuser or face homelessness.  Please consider our petition to create fair housing 
ordinances across the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as this issue greatly affects the safety of 
those experiencing domestic violence. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
PCADV WOCC 
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