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courts. See Boddie v. Connecticut, 401 U.S. 371, 382-83 (1971). The State of South Carolina 

has permitted by statute a broad range of indigency exceptions for filing proceedings within the 

state court system. See Ex Parle Martin, 471 S.E. 2d at 135. South Carolina, perhaps unwisely, 

has not extended the indigency exception to driver's license revocation proceedings. But as a 

matter of constitutional jurisprudence, there simply is no right for any person, absent statutory 

authority or the assertion of a fundamental right at stake in the court proceeding, to demand 

access to the courts without payment of a filing fee. 

The State's requirement for the payment of a filing fee to initiate a challenge to a license 

revocation proceeding, with no exception for indigency, does not violate Plaintiffs' constitutional 

rights under these circumstances. Consequently, Judge Anderson's motion to dismiss Plaintiffs' 

claim regarding the imposition of a filing fee for OMVH proceedings with no indigency 

exception is granted. 

Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing, the Court finds that Plaintiffs' prayer for injunctive relief against 

Judge Anderson is barred by judicial immunity. The Court further grants Judge Anderson's 

motion to dismiss regarding Plaintiffs' claim that the maintenance and enforcement of a $200.00 

filing fee for initiating appeals in OMVH proceedings without an indigency exception violates 

the United States Constitution. (Dkt. No. 45). Consequently, Judge Anderson is DISMISSED as 

a party to this action. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

February ti, 2020 
Charleston, South Carolina 

Richard Mark Gergel 
United States District Judge 
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