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17. Every day that goes by that our marriage is not recognized as valid by the state,

our financial security and ability to achieve life goals as a couple is undermined, and we are

deprived of the dignity and status of marriage. We have lived in acommitted, stable relationship

in our community in North Carolina since 1 971 . It hurts me every day that the state where we

have built our life together does not recognize our commitments to each other. That our

marriage is not respected while different-sex marriages are shows me that the state finds same-

sex couples inferior to different-sex couples. If I die before our marriage is recognized, there is

no way for me to regain the dignity that is currently taken when the state demeans my

relationship in this way.

Furthermore, the affiant saith not.
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This the r day of April,zll4.
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Pearl Berlin

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COI.INTY OF GUILFORD

Sworn to and subscribed before me
tnir 8 day of April,2014. .$sl:^,l%
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