
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRJCf COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ANGE SAMMA el al., on behalf of 
themselves and others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE et al., 

Defendants. 

No. 20-cv-l l 04-PLF 

DECLARATION OF JUAN ZAPATA SAUCEDO 

I, Juan Zapata Saucedo, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am a 24-year-old native and citizen of Mexico.

2. In June 2014, I entered the United States on a U-Visa/hnd a change of status to a U-Visa.

3. In June 2018, I obtained my 10-Y ear Green Cnrd/Pennnnent Green Card. 

4. On June 13. 2019, I enlisted in the United States Anny. On thnt day, 1 signed an eight-year

enlistment contract and took the onth of enlistment.

5. I currently serve in the Selected Reserve of the United States Anny Reserve as a Specialist

(E-4) and my military occupational specialty is Chemical, Biological, Radiological,

Nuclear Specialist (74D).

6. I began drilling with the 326th Chemical Company in Huntsville, Alabama in September

2019. I attended drill in September 2019 and the Anny compensated me for this drill.

7. I shipped to basic combat training ("BCT'') at Fon Leonard Wood, Missouri in October

2019 and completed BCT in December 2019.

8. I shipped to advanced individual training (''AIT") at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri in

January 2020 and completed AIT on March 19, 2020.
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9. Following cumplctfon of OCT and AIT, I n:sum,-J drillln11 whh lhc )261h Chanlcal 

Comr,,ny, I allgi�k\l drill In i\11ril 2020, M11y 2020, June 2020, July 2020, i\u11u.s1 2020, 

Sq,tcmbcr 2020, October 2020, November 2020, December 2020, Janwuy 2021, l'cbnuuy 

2021, Man:h 2021, April 2021, �fay 2021, and June 2021. The Anny compcns:,1cd me for 

these drills.

10. On July 4, 2020. I requested my eenific:i1ion ofhonoruble llCrVice ("N-426 ccrtilica1ion1 

from my Unit AdminislJlltor 1111d Human Resources Scri:eant and submitted my N-426 

fonn for ccttilicatio1L

11. After submitting my N-426 fonn, I followed up periodically with my Human Rcsourecs 

S,-rgcant about my N-426 ccnilie11tio1L In December 2020, lhe HWIIIIII Resources Sergeant 

told me that the Colonel could nol sii:n my N-426 fonn due lo the COVID-19 pandemic. In 

February 2021, lhc Human Resources Scrge1111t told me tbc S3me lhing. Shonly lhcn:after, 

the Human Resources Scrgcanl told me lhat the Colonel had left ond! because there "115 a 

new Colonel. my N-42·6 ccnification would be delayed.

12. On May 12, 2021, ofter I followed up about my N-426 ccnifiC41ion again with the Human 

Resources Sergeant, he asked me when: it stated on the N-426 fonn th.it a Colonel or a 

mililllty offiei:il above a Colonel in the chain of command had to sign the form. I pointed 

him IO lhc USCIS insuuctions accompanyini: the N-426 form.

13. On June S, 202 I my unit sent me my N-426 ccnilicalion.

14. Until I received a completed N-426 ccttilica1ion from the Anny, I could not apply for 

na1wuli2111ion wilh Unilcd Slates Citiunshtp and lmmigralion �rviccs ("USCIS1.

IS. By the time I received my N-426 c.:rtilie11tio11, ii had ooc:n 16 monlhs since I b,-i:wi my 

service in the Anny by auending drill. 

16. By the time I received my N-426 ccnifica1ion, it had been 11 months since I first

2 
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