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U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Information Policy 
FILE 

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 
	

Washington, D.C. 20530 

JUN 0 9 2011 

Mr. Alexander Abdo 
American Civil Liberties Union 
125 Broad St., 18t h  Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

Dear Mr. Abdo: 

Re: 	AG/11-00790 (F) 
DAG/11-00791 (F) 
ASG/11-00792 (F) 
OLA/11-00793 (F) 
OLP/11-00794 (F) 
CLM:LAD:SBT 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
and received in this Office on May 31, 2011, in which you requested all records drafted, 
finalized, or issued after March 9, 2006 concerning the government's interpretation or use of 
Section 215 of the USA PATRIOT Act. This response is made on behalf of the Offices of the 
Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Associate Attorney General, Legislative Affairs, and 
Legal Policy. 

You have requested expedited processing pursuant to the Department's standard 
involving "[a] matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exist possible 
questions about the government's integrity which affect public confidence." See 28 C.F.R. 
§ 16.5(d)(1)(iv) (2010). Pursuant to Department policy, we directed your request to the Director 
of Public Affairs, who makes the decision whether to grant or deny expedited processing under 
this standard. See id. § 16.5(d)(2). The Director has determined that your request for expedited 
processing should be granted. Accordingly, your request has been assigned to a FOIA Specialist 
in this Office and records searches have been initiated. 

We have not yet made a decision on your request for a fee waiver. We will do so after we 
determine whether fees will be assessed for this request. 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss the processing of your request, you may 
contact Sara Tennant, the analyst processing this request, by telephone at the above number or 
you may write to her at Office of Information Policy, United States Department of Justice, Suite 
11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001. Lastly, you may contact 
our FOIA Public Liaison at the telephone number listed above to discuss any aspect of your 
request. 

Sincerely, 

Chief of Staff 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Information Policy 
Suite 11050 
1425 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 

JUN 2 2 2011 

Re: 	AG/11-00790 (F) 
DAG/11-00791 (F) 

Mr. Alexander Abdo 	 ASG/11-00792 (F) 
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 	 OLA/11-00793 (F) 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 	 OLP/11-00794 (F) 
New York, NY 10004 	 CLM:VRB:SBT 

Dear Mr. Abdo: 

This is an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act request dated and 
received in this Office on May 31, 2011, for all records from March 9, 2006 to the present 
concerning the government's interpretation or use of section 215 of the USA PATRIOT Act. 
This response is made on behalf of the Office of Legal Policy. 

Please be advised that a search has been conducted in the Office of Legal Policy and no 
records responsive to your request have been located. We are continuing our records searches 
in the remaining Offices above and will respond to you again once those searches are complete 
and disclosure determinations are made, should records be located. 

If you are not satisfied with my response on behalf of the Office of Legal Policy, you 
may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy, United 
States Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
20530-0001. Your appeal must be received within sixty days from the date of this letter. Both 
the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." 

Sincerely, 

Carmen L. Mallon 
Chief of Staff 
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EXHIBIT C:  OIP DRAFT INDEX 
 

American Civil Liberties Union v. U.S. Department of Justice 
Civil Action No. 1:11-CV-07562 (WHP) 

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 
 

This index contains a description of the ten pages of records protected in full by OIP, pursuant to Freedom of Information Act Exemption 1 (national security) or 
5 (deliberative process privilege).   
 
Document 
Numbers 

Date Description Exemption Pages 

 
1 

 
12/17/09 

Classified letter from Ronald Weich, Associate Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, to Representative John Conyers, Chairman of House 
Judiciary Committee, in response to an October 5, 2009 letter to the Attorney 
General, from Representative Conyers, Representative Jerrold Nadler, and 
Representative Bobby Scott, regarding the reauthorization of several sections 
of the USA PATRIOT Act.  (Documents 2 and 3 below are identical to 
Document 1, except for the addressee.  Additionally, the October 5, 2009 letter 
was released to Plaintiff on March 15, 2012.)  

 
Exemption 1 (National 
security information) 

 
2 

 
2 

 
12/17/09 

Classified letter from Ronald Weich, Associate Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, to Representative Jerrold Nadler, Chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, in 
response to an October 5, 2009 letter to the Attorney General, from 
Representative John Conyers, Representative Nadler, and Representative 
Bobby Scott, regarding the reauthorization of several sections of the USA 
PATRIOT Act (the October 5, 2009 letter was released to Plaintiff). 

 
Exemption 1 (National 
security information) 

 
2 

 
3 

 
12/17/09 

Classified letter from Ronald Weich, Associate Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, to Representative Bobby Scott, Chairman of House 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security, in response to an 
October 5, 2009 letter to the Attorney General, from Representative John 
Conyers, Representative Jerrold Nadler, and Representative Scott, regarding 
the reauthorization of several sections of the USA PATRIOT Act (the October 
5, 2009 letter was released to Plaintiff). 

 
Exemption 1 (National 
security information) 

 
2 
 

 
4 

(undated) Briefing material for the Attorney General entitled “USA PATRIOT Act/FISA 
Authorities Renewal” containing talking points regarding the Department’s 
views concerning the renewal of the three Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act (FISA) provisions scheduled to sunset on May 27, 2011  

Exemption 5 
(Deliberative process 

privilege) 

 
4 
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