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lived since May, 2004, Tam 43.years old. All of the matters in this affidavit are baged on my
personal knowledge, and I am competent to testify-theveto, }

2. My partner, Dennis Engethard, and { Tived in mlm intimate, loving, and commttted
relationship for 15 years, uﬁtll. his death on Devember 25, 2009, Since 2000, Dennis was
emplayed by the Missouri State Highway Patrol (*MBHP™), Dennis was killed in the line ofl
duty when he was struck by a vehicle while responding to an ilcaidant on I-44, east of Bureka,
Missourd, .

3. While Dennis and I wore 1ot permitted to marry in Missourt, our mulual support
smotionally, financially, and sﬁirih:a,lly for one anothet was comparable fo a spougal
relatlonghip, Wo wert each other’s sole domestic partner and intended to remain so indefintely,

4, T idantiy as bisexual; Dennds identified ag gay. Neither of us belleved that we

could change our sexnal orientation,

5. Dennis and [ met in 1995, We began. io live together as.0 committed couple in

Ootober, 1995, From that point on, Dennis and I lived together, with the exception of temporary

work-related periods of separation, unil his death, We exchanged rings with each other on
Chuistmas Day, 1997. We Jointly owned s house in Springfield, Missout, which we sold in
Aptil, 2000, While Dennig atiended the MSHP Academy, we continued to live in Springfield,
When Dennis was assigned to Troop € of thg MSHP, we moved to ‘Washingion, Missour, In

May 2004, we purchased 4 house at— We owned the

house jointly and wete both 1'@31701;131"&@ for the-mortgage and insurance on the praperty. Over
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the course of our relationship, we jointly owned five cars and two trucky and shared MFPERS
responsibility for the car loans and insurance on all of them. We had joint checldng and savings
avoounts and were financially interdependent, .
6. Although ﬁsii‘hér‘ ii‘nmnis nor I had eiﬂ-'u'flu’i‘&t' tffé; fimeof Hi's.d'eé:;ﬁt, an May 4, 2000,
he naned 1me 65 the sole beneficiary of.{ﬁs deferted compengation plan and noted on the
benetiviary form thiat I was his “flancé [ was also a fifty per cent beneficiary of a lifs insurance

poliey issued by the Hartford Lifis and Acoldent Inswrance Company that Dennls obtained
through work.

7, Dennis and 1 held ourselves out to-gur families and our community as & couple in

a comtnitted, marltal relationship, We would have entered into 2 civil marrlage if it wete legal to

do s0 in Missou,

Further Afflant sayeth haught.
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