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To the Honorable Justices of the Third Court of Appeals: 

Appellees Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe 

hereby move on an emergency, expedited basis for entry of an order 

reinstating a temporary injunction, pursuant to the Court’s inherent 

authority and Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 29.3 (“Rule 29.3”), to 

preserve the status quo ante in this litigation and to protect the parties’ 

rights, until the disposition of the instant appeal. 

Emergency relief is needed to preserve the status quo ante and prevent 

imminent and irreparable harm to Appellees. After a full evidentiary hearing, 

the trial court found that, “unless Commissioner Masters and DFPS are 

immediately enjoined from enforcing the DFPS Rule operationalizing 

Governor Abbott’s Directive and Attorney General Paxton’s Opinion, against 

the VOE and ROE Plaintiffs,” they “will suffer probable, imminent, and 

irreparable injury in the interim.” App. C (Order Granting Pls.’ Appl. for 

Temporary Injunction) at 3. The trial court thus ordered that Appellants “are 

immediately enjoined and restrained from implementing or enforcing the 

DFPS Rule, and from implementing Governor Abbott’s Directive and the 

Attorney General’s Opinion,” against Appellees Mirabel Voe or Wanda Roe, 

individually or as next friends of Antonio Voe or Tommy Roe. App. C at 4. 

In issuing its temporary injunction, the trial court concluded that there 
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was a substantial likelihood that Appellees would succeed on the merits of 

their claims that the “DFPS Rule was adopted without following the 

necessary procedures under the APA, is contrary to the DFPS’s enabling 

statute, is beyond the authority provided to the Commissioner and DFPS, 

and is otherwise contrary to law.” App. C at 2-3. Accordingly, the court 

temporarily enjoined Appellants from (1) investigating Appellees Mirabel 

Voe or Wanda Roe, individually or as next friends of Antonio Voe or Tommy 

Roe, for child abuse “solely based on allegations that they have a minor child 

or are a minor child who is gender transitioning or alleged to be receiving or 

being prescribed medical treatment for gender dysphoria, and (2) taking any 

actions, including investigatory or adverse actions, against [Appellees] VOE 

and ROE and their minor children, with open investigations solely based on 

allegations that they have a child who is transgender, gender nonconforming, 

gender transitioning, or receiving or being prescribed medical treatment for 

gender dysphoria . . . .”1 App. C at 4. In doing so, the trial court explained that 

the temporary injunction was necessary to “maintain[] the status quo prior 

to February 22, 2022” and prevent harms to Appellees Voe and Roe. App. C 

at 3-4. 

 
1 The Order includes an exception that permits DFPS “to administratively close or issue a 
‘ruled out’ disposition in any of these open investigations based on the information DFPS 
has to date – if this action requires no additional contact with members of the VOE or 
ROE families.” App. C at 4. 
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To preserve the status quo ante during the pendency of this appeal, 

protect Appellees’ rights, and prevent immediate and irreparable harms to 

Appellees, this Court should exercise its equitable powers and authority 

under Rule 29.3 to issue a temporary order restraining Appellants on the 

same terms set forth in the trial court’s temporary injunction. 

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

On July 6, 2022, the trial court heard Appellees’ Application for a 

Temporary Injunction. App. C at 1. Following a full evidentiary hearing that 

included testimony from fact and expert witnesses for both parties, the court 

issued an order on July 8, 2022, granting Appellees Voes’ and Roes’ 

Application for Temporary Injunction (the “Temporary Injunction Order”). 

App. C at 4. The Temporary Injunction Order is the subject of this appeal. 

App. D (Appellants’ Notice of Appeal) at 1. The court did not decide whether 

to grant a temporary injunction on behalf of Plaintiffs PFLAG and the Briggle 

family and advised counsel it will issue a decision no later than August 3, 

2022. App. C at 4. 

I. The Governor and the Commissioner issue directives 
redefining child abuse and instruct DFPS to investigate all 
reported instances of gender-affirming care. 

On February 22, 2022, Governor Greg Abbott sent a letter to DFPS 

Commissioner Jaime Masters directing the agency “to conduct a prompt and 

thorough investigation of any reported instances” of “gender-transitioning 
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procedures,” without any regard to medical necessity (hereinafter, “Abbott 

Directive”). App. E (R.R.-Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 02, p. 1, ¶¶ 1, 3).2 The Abbott 

Directive incorporated Attorney General Ken Paxton’s Opinion No. KP-0401 

(“Paxton Opinion”) and claimed that “a number of so-called ‘sex change’ 

procedures constitute child abuse under existing Texas law.” App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 02, p. 1, ¶ 1). While the Paxton Opinion decreed that medical 

treatment, including use of pubertal suppression, hormone therapy, and 

surgery, for a minor with gender dysphoria could constitute child abuse, the 

Opinion did “not address or apply to medically necessary procedures.”3 The 

Abbott Directive, however, ordered the “investigation of any reported 

instances” of “gender-transitioning procedures,” without any regard to 

medical necessity. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 02, p. 1, ¶¶ 1, 3). In addition 

to directing DFPS to investigate reports of medical treatment referenced in 

the Paxton Opinion, the Abbott Directive orders, under threat of criminal 

prosecution, “all licensed professionals who have direct contact with 

 
2 Appendix E (App. E) contains excerpts of the reporter’s record from the July 6, 2022 
temporary injunction hearing that was sent to Appellees by the court reporter prior to the 
court reporter’s actual filing of the reporter’s record with this Court. 
3 Ken Paxton et al., Re: Whether Certain Medical Procedures Performed on Children 
Constitute Child Abuse (RQ-0426-KP), Opinion No. KP-0401, at 2 (Feb. 18, 2022), 
https://texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/global/KP-0401.pdf. 
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children” and “members of the general public” to report instances of minors 

receiving such treatment. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 02, p. 1, ¶ 2). 

The same day, DFPS announced that it would comply with the Abbott 

Directive and “investigate[]” any reports of the procedures outlined in the 

new directives (“DFPS Rule”), again, without any regard to medical 

necessity. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 03, p. 1, ¶ 2). DFPS also claimed that, 

prior to the Paxton Opinion and Abbott Directive, it had “no pending 

investigations of child abuse involving the procedures described in that 

opinion.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 228:13-17, 266:4-8; Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 03, p. 1, ¶ 

2). DFPS immediately launched investigations into families around Texas, 

including the Voe and Roe families, based on its implementation of the 

Abbott Directive. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 40:16-22, 147:15-148:5, 148:24-

149:19). 

II. The district court issues a statewide injunction against the 
Governor, the Commissioner, and DFPS in Doe v. Abbott, 
and the Texas Supreme Court upholds the injunction as to 
the plaintiffs. 

On March 1, 2022, Jane and John Doe, the parents of transgender 

adolescent Mary Doe, and Dr. Megan Mooney, a psychologist who treats 

transgender adolescents (collectively, the “Doe Plaintiffs”), filed a challenge 

to the Governor’s Directive and the DFPS Rule operationalizing the Directive 

and Paxton’s Opinion. See Doe v. Abbott, Cause No. D-1-GN-22-000977 
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(353rd Dist. Ct., Travis Cty., Tex.). On March 11, 2022, the trial court entered 

a temporary injunction blocking statewide DFPS investigations based on the 

DFPS Rule implementing Paxton’s Opinion and Abbott’s Directive. Doe v. 

Abbott, No. D-1-GN-22-000977, 2022 WL 831383, at *1 (353rd Dist. Ct., 

Travis Cty., Tex. Mar. 11, 2022). Defendants in that case appealed the orders 

granting the temporary injunction and denying their plea to the jurisdiction, 

thereby superseding those orders. Abbott v. Doe, No. 03-22-00126-CV, 2022 

WL 837956, at *1 (Tex. App.—Austin, Mar. 21, 2022), mandamus 

conditionally granted sub nom. In re Abbott, 645 S.W.3d 276 (Tex. 2022). 

Pursuant to its authority under Rule 29.3, this Court subsequently reinstated 

the statewide injunction on March 21, 2022. Id. at *2. On May 13, 2022, the 

Texas Supreme Court left in place the Rule 29.3 temporary injunction as to 

the plaintiffs in that case. While the Texas Supreme Court limited the Rule 

29.3 injunction to the plaintiffs in that case, based on a finding that Rule 

29.3’s specific language referencing “the parties’ rights” did not encompass 

nonparties throughout the state, the Texas Supreme Court denied 

mandamus relief seeking to overturn the Rule 29.3 injunction as to the 

plaintiffs in the case.4 In re Abbott, 645 S.W.3d 276, 282-83 (Tex. 2022) 

(orig. proceeding). In doing so, the Supreme Court emphasized that “DFPS’s 

 
4 The Texas Supreme Court did not reach the merits of defendants’ underlying appeal, In 
re Abbott, 645 S.W.3d 276, 280 (Tex. 2022), which remains pending before this Court. 
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preliminary authority to investigate allegations does not entail the ultimate 

authority to interfere with parents’ decisions about their children, decisions 

which enjoy some measure of constitutional protection whether the 

government agrees with them or not.” Id. at 281-82. The Supreme Court 

confirmed that “neither the Governor nor the Attorney General has statutory 

authority to directly control DFPS’s investigatory decisions.” Id. at 281. As a 

result, the Supreme Court concluded that the Governor could not be enjoined 

from engaging in conduct for which he had no authority to undertake. Id. at 

283. Shortly after the Supreme Court’s opinion, DFPS resumed investigating 

families of transgender youth for possible treatment of medically necessary 

health care for gender dysphoria.  

III. Appellees sue to enjoin DFPS from continuing to enforce the 
Governor’s Directive and are granted a temporary 
restraining order. 

On June 8, 2022, Appellees brought suit challenging the above-

described actions of Governor Abbott, Commissioner Masters, and DFPS, 

asserting six causes of action, including that Appellants’ actions violated the 

Texas Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”), both procedurally and 

substantively, were ultra vires, and violated the Texas Constitution, 

including the constitutionally required separation of powers. App. A (Pls.’ 

Orig. Pet. and Appl. for TRO, Temp. and Permanent Inj., and Req. for 
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Declaratory Relief), pp. 50-71, ¶¶ 212-82. 

Appellee Mirabel Voe is the loving parent of Appellee Antonio Voe, a 

16-year-old adolescent who is transgender and has been diagnosed with 

gender dysphoria.5 App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 32:18-22, 33:6-10, 33:14-17, 36:15-

18). The actions of Governor Abbott, Commissioner Masters, and DFPS have 

affected the Voes “in every aspect that [they] can[:] medically, physically, 

emotionally, and . . . to a certain extent financially.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 53:1-

17). Appellee Wanda Roe is the loving parent of Appellee Tommy Roe, a 16-

year-old adolescent who is transgender and has been diagnosed with gender 

dysphoria. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 145:5-9, 146:17-19). The investigation and the 

threat of future investigations have had an “awful” impact on the Roe family’s 

home. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 150:18-20). 

In addition to seeking protection for the Voe and Roe families from 

being subjected to unlawful investigations pursuant to the DFPS Rule, the 

suit sought protection for one additional family (the Briggle family) and the 

members in Texas of PFLAG, Inc., a membership organization for lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+) people, their parents and 

 
5 Gender dysphoria refers to clinically significant distress that can result when a person’s 
gender identity differs from the person’s sex assigned at birth. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 92:7-
12). Treatment for gender dysphoria is governed by evidence-based clinical guidelines 
supported by every major medical association in the United States. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 
93:8-16). If left untreated, gender dysphoria may result in serious consequences including 
depression, self-harm, and even suicide. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 92:24-93:7). 
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families, and allies. App. A, pp. 32-35, ¶¶ 98-109. In their petition, Appellees, 

along with fellow Plaintiffs, the Briggle Family and PFLAG, requested a 

temporary restraining order, temporary injunction, declaratory judgment, 

and permanent injunction against DFPS, the Commissioner, and Governor 

Abbott. App. A, pp. 76-77, ¶ 298. On June 10, 2022, the trial court granted 

for all plaintiffs a temporary restraining order against DFPS and the 

Commissioner and set a date for a temporary injunction hearing. App. B 

(Order Granting Pls.’ Appl. for TRO). 

IV. The trial court orders a temporary injunction. 

A.  Evidence before the trial court 

 On July 6, 2022, the trial court held a temporary injunction hearing. 

Based on the evidence presented as part of Plaintiffs’ Application for 

Temporary Injunction and considering evidence from the Appellants, the 

trial court entered a temporary injunction against the Commissioner and 

DFPS for the Voe and Roe Appellees. App. C. Plaintiffs presented factual 

evidence demonstrating that Appellants’ actions in adopting and 

implementing the DFPS Rule have caused severe and ongoing harms to 

plaintiffs and transgender youth and their families through intrusive, 

unwarranted, and unlawful investigations. Plaintiffs presented expert 

testimony showing that the kinds of gender-affirming medical care targeted 
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by the DFPS Rule are in fact medically necessary and part of the standard 

course of care for gender dysphoria in adolescents, App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 93:8-

16, 106:7-13), and that the withholding or interruption of this medically 

necessary care can cause “increased risk for anxiety, depression, and 

suicide,” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 110:11-111:1). Finally, the court heard evidence 

that DFPS’s operationalizing of the Abbott Directive was an unprecedented 

change within the agency. 

Appellees Mirabel Voe and Wanda Roe testified to the irreparable 

harms their families would face without an injunction. In 2020, Antonio Voe 

began to socially transition with the support of Mirabel. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 

34:22-35:13). Within a year, Mirabel noticed that Antonio was becoming 

more stressed and anxious with the continuation of puberty. App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 1, 36:8-36:14). She sought medical advice, and Antonio’s pediatrician 

diagnosed him with gender dysphoria. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 36:8-18). At the 

pediatrician’s recommendation, Antonio also began seeing a therapist, who 

confirmed the gender dysphoria diagnosis. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 36:19-37:3). 

At the time, Antonio was attending school remotely due to the pandemic. 

App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 37:7-9). Mirabel testified that Antonio began to revert 

back to his usual, extroverted self. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 37:10-19) While 

Antonio was “normally . . . a straight A student” and “served on the student . 
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. . body council,” when in-person schooling resumed, Mirabel noticed anxiety 

in Antonio due to instances of being misgendered at school. App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 1, 37:10-38:14).  

On the day Governor Abbott issued his directive, Antonio “ingested 

. . . an entire bottle of aspirin” in an attempt to take his own life. App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 1, 38:19-39:4). When asked why he had done so, Antonio “stated that 

the political environment,” “the directive that Abbott had issued,” and “the 

other issues of being transgender at school, along with just gender dysphoria 

is what caused him to do what he did.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 39:5-15). After 

staying two days at the hospital for emergent care, Antonio was discharged 

to a psychiatric facility for about nine days, where he received therapy. App. 

E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 39:19-40:2). When Antonio returned home, Mirabel testified 

that the family was “relieved that he was home” but “beyond anxious” and 

“stressed beyond measure.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 40:3-10, 48:19-49:1). 

On March 11, 2022, a DFPS investigator came to visit the Voes. App. 

E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 40:16-22, 49:10-12). Mirabel opened the door assuming the 

investigator “was there to speak of the attempt and treatment he had 

received,” but instead the investigator stated the psychiatric facility where 

Antonio had received treatment had reported Mirabel for being an alleged 

perpetrator of “child abuse” due to her alleged provision of gender-affirming 
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care. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 49:13-23). The investigator noted she “had been 

instructed to make [the Voe] case—or cases such as [the Voes’] a priority.” 

App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 49:13-23). The investigator then asked Mirabel 

“intrusive” and “very personal” questions, including questions regarding 

Antonio’s medical history. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 49:24-50:3). The investigator 

also took pictures of Antonio’s body, including his arms, legs, and torso, to 

see if there were any injuries and asked him questions in a separate 

interview. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 49:24-50:9). During the visit, Antonio began 

to sweat and “looked scared.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 50:17-24).  

Mirabel testified to the severe impacts of the investigation on the Voe 

family, which include needing to pull Antonio out of in-person schooling, 

begin therapy sessions for Antonio’s sibling, and increase Antonio’s 

medication dosage “because his anxiety and his depression . . . has 

substantially gone up again.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 53:1-14). Mirabel has 

looming fear “at all times” that DFPS could come into her home and take her 

children away from her. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 53:1-14). She has also lost 

financial income due to the physical toll of the stress from the investigation, 

which has exacerbated a preexisting medical condition and caused her to 

miss work and Antonio’s sibling to shift to part-time work so someone is 

home at all times to watch over Antonio. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 53:15-54:2). 
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After the Texas Supreme Court issued its May 13, 2022 ruling, DFPS 

resumed its investigation into the Voes. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 52:17-25). 

Appellee Wanda Roe testified that after Tommy received a diagnosis 

of gender dysphoria and began to live openly as a boy, he became “so much 

happier.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 147:3-5). Whereas Tommy used to walk behind 

Wanda and avoid eye contact with others, Tommy now “comes out of his 

room” and is no longer “sad all the time.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 147:5-14). On 

February 24, 2022, a DFPS investigator pulled Tommy out of class to 

interrogate him about his family and medical history. App. A, pp. 42-43, 

¶¶ 163-68; App. E. (R.R.-Vol. 1, 147:15-148:5). Later that day, the 

investigator showed up to the Roe family’s home, explaining that she needed 

to interview everyone in the household because a report had been made that 

Wanda Roe was providing gender-affirming care to her son. App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 1, 147:15-148:5, 148:24-149:6). The investigator told Wanda that “she 

had to investigate because this . . . report was made” and “was given top 

priority over . . . all other CPS cases.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 149:7-14). 

According to the investigator, “[a]ny case involving a parent giving gender-

affirming therapy to their minor child was to be prioritized above every other 

case as directed by Governor Abbott.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 149:7-14).  

The experience of being investigated has been particularly 
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“devastating” to Tommy. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 150:6-17). After the 

investigation began, Wanda testified that the family began to “lose” Tommy 

again, who “went back in his shell.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 150:6-9). Whereas 

Tommy used to be “grade A student,” Tommy’s grades dropped after the 

launch of the investigation, and he was unable to even finish the school year 

in person. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 150:6-17). Wanda also testified that the 

investigation has been “absolutely devastating” for the family. App. E (R.R.-

Vol. 1, 150:18-20).  

In early June 2022, DFPS requested that the Roe family provide DFPS 

with a letter from Tommy’s doctor stating that hormone therapy was 

reversible. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 149:20-24). The investigation into the Roe 

family remains ongoing. 

Randa Mulanax, a former investigations supervisor with DFPS, 

testified that the Abbott Directive and implementation thereof led to 

immediate changes to DFPS policy and practice. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 135:18-

138:8). Prior to the Abbott Directive, Mulanax had never seen an 

investigation based solely on the alleged provision of gender-affirming care. 

App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 135:23-136:1). After the Directive, however, cases 

“started to come into Travis County.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 135:18-22). On 

February 24, 2022, investigations supervisors were told that 
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communications regarding such cases were not to be put in writing. App. E 

(R.R.-Vol. 1, 136:2-16; Vol. 2, Pls.’ Ex. 15, ¶ 2B). Mulanax also testified that 

DFPS departed from longstanding policies by making cases based solely on 

the alleged provision of gender-affirming medical care “not eligible for 

priority none status” and “not eligible for administrative closure.” App. E 

(R.R.-Vol. 1, 137:21-138:2).  

Appellants’ witness, Marta Talbert, the Child Protective Investigations 

Director of Field for DFPS, confirmed that DFPS first received a report 

involving the provision of gender-affirming health care to a minor in 

February 2022. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 228:13-17). Prior to February 2022, she 

had not been personally involved in any cases involving allegations related 

to gender-affirming medical care or provision of puberty blockers or 

hormone therapy (“PBHT”) to minors. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 266:4-8). 

Mirroring the testimony of Mulanax, Talbert testified that all 11 reports DFPS 

had received involving allegations that a minor was taking PBHT were 

categorized as Priority Two and investigated; none were designated Priority 

None, which permits DFPS to summarily close the report without 

investigation because there are no “allegations of abuse or neglect.” App. E 

(R.R.-Vol. 1, 137:21-138.2, 232:6-22, 265:6-10). While Talbert testified that 

she did not personally direct DFPS employees to avoid putting information 
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regarding these cases in writing, she did not refute Mulanax’s testimony that 

DFPS staff received such an instruction. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 233:6-8, 136:2-

16). Talbert also did not dispute Mulanax’s testimony that Mulanax received 

written guidance on February 24 that cases involving allegations of gender-

affirming health care were “not eligible for priority none” nor for 

“administrative closure.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 232:20-233:5, 137:21-138:2). 

The trial court also heard expert testimony that treatments for gender 

dysphoria are safe, effective, and widely accepted in the medical community. 

Dr. Cassandra C. Brady, an Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics at 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the Clinic Director of the 

Differences of Sex Development Clinic and the Pediatric and Adolescent 

Gender Clinic at Monroe-Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, was 

qualified as an expert by the court. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 83:12-25, 92:1-3). Dr. 

Brady testified that the Endocrine Society Guidelines for the care of gender 

dysphoria are evidence-based and “generally accepted by major 

organizations such as American Academy of Pediatrics and Pediatric 

Endocrine Society and others.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 95:21-96:12, 101:1-7). 

Similarly, the World Professional Association for Transgender Health 

Standards of Care (“WPATH Standards”) are generally accepted in the 

community and are based on peer-reviewed study and research. App. E 
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(R.R.-Vol. 1, 105:20-106:6). The care recommended by both the Endocrine 

Society Guideline and the WPATH Standards of Care includes providing 

puberty blockers or gender-affirming hormone therapy to treat individuals 

with gender dysphoria. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 101:13-103:7, 104:15-23). Dr. 

Brady testified that, based on her clinical experience, the evidence-based 

guidelines, and published, peer-reviewed, and evidence-based studies, the 

use of puberty blockers and hormone therapy to treat gender dysphoria is 

both “safe and effective.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 107:20-108:18, 109:14-110:10). 

In fact, not providing treatment when an adolescent has gender dysphoria 

can result in severe risks for the adolescent’s mental health, including the 

development of anxiety and depression, which can lead to an increased risk 

of suicide. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 110:11-17). 

In contrast, Appellants presented testimony from their designated 

expert witness, Dr. James Cantor, who is not a medical doctor and has not 

provided treatment to any minors with a diagnosis of gender dysphoria or 

who are recommended for or receiving gender-affirming medical care. App. 

E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 162:24-163:3, 164:25-165:23). He was offered as an expert in 

“the science relating to the treatment of gender dysphoria in minors,” over 

objection by Appellees. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 162:5-12, 171:5-21, 179:6-20). Dr. 

Cantor acknowledged that, in another case involving gender-affirming 
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health care in which he testified, the court found Dr. Cantor’s patients were 

“on average 30 years old” and he had “never provided care to . . . a 

transgender minor under the age of 16,” “never diagnosed a child or 

adolescent with gender dysphoria,” “never treated a child or adolescent . . . 

for gender dysphoria,” and “had no personal experience with patients 

receiving transitioning medications” or “personal knowledge of the 

assessments or treatment methodologies used at any Alabama gender clinic.” 

App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 164:25-165:13, 165:21-23). Dr. Cantor also admitted he 

had no personal knowledge of “of the assessments or treatment 

methodologies used in Texas gender clinics.” App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 165:24-

166:9). Dr. Cantor did not offer any testimony disputing Dr. Brady’s 

testimony that doctors providing gender-affirming medical care to 

adolescents are acting consistent with prevailing medical guidelines, such as 

those from the Endocrine Society and WPATH, or that these guidelines are 

widely accepted by medical community. App. E (R.R.-Vol. 1, 85:4-12, 93:8-

16, 105:20-107:14). To the contrary, Dr. Cantor admitted that there are 

studies concluding that the provision of gender-affirming medical care, 

including puberty blockers and hormone therapy, are effective to treat 

gender dysphoria, and agreed that there are no studies “showing that 

psychotherapy alone can resolve an adolescent’s gender dysphoria.” App. E 
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(R.R.-Vol. 1, 213:5-20, 214:9-12). 

B.  Trial court findings 

 Based on Appellees’ Application for Temporary Injunction and the 

evidence presented at the July 6, 2022 temporary injunction hearing, the 

trial court entered a temporary injunction on behalf of Appellees Mirabel 

Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe. App. C at 4. The temporary 

injunction enjoined the Commissioner and DFPS from “enforcing the DFPS 

Rule operationalizing Governor Abbott’s Directive and Attorney General 

Paxton’s Opinion.” App. C at 3. More specifically, Appellants are restrained 

from: 

(1) investigating MIRABEL VOE or WANDA ROE, 
individually or as next friends of ANTONIO VOE or 
TOMMY ROE, for possible child abuse or neglect 
solely based on allegations that they have a minor 
child or are a minor child who is gender transitioning 
or alleged to be receiving or being prescribed medical 
treatment for gender dysphoria, and (2) taking any 
actions, including investigatory or adverse actions, 
against Plaintiffs VOE and ROE and their minor 
children, with open investigations solely based on 
allegations that they have a child who is transgender, 
gender nonconforming, gender transitioning, or 
receiving or being prescribed medical treatment for 
gender dysphoria, except that DFPS shall have the 
ability to administratively close or issue a “ruled out” 
disposition in any of these open investigations based 
on the information DFPS has to date – if this action 
requires no additional contact with members of the 
VOE or ROE families. 
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App. C at 4 (emphasis in original). 

 C. Appeal of Temporary Injunction Order 

Immediately following the trial court’s entry of the Temporary 

Injunction Order, Appellants filed a notice of accelerated interlocutory 

appeal under Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 51.014(a)(4), 

which superseded the injunction. App. D (Defs.’ Notice of Appeal from Order 

Granting Temporary Injunction). 

ARGUMENT AND AUTHORITIES 

I. This Court should use its inherent powers and equitable 
authority under Rule 29.3 to reinstate a temporary 
injunction on the terms set forth by the trial court.  

Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 29.3 authorizes courts of appeals to 

“make any temporary orders necessary to preserve the parties’ rights until 

disposition of the appeal.” Tex. R. App. P. 29.3. Preservation of the status 

quo is at the heart of Rule 29.3. This Court should exercise its inherent 

powers as well as its authority under Rule 29.3 to issue a temporary order 

reinstating the terms of the temporary injunction issued by the trial court, 

which preserves the status quo ante in this case, protects Appellees’ rights, 

and prevents irreparable and immediate harms to Appellees. 

A. A temporary injunction is necessary to preserve the 
status quo ante in this case. 

This Court has “great flexibility in preserving the status quo based on 
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the unique facts and circumstances presented.” In re Geomet Recycling LLC, 

578 S.W.3d 82, 89 (Tex. 2019) (orig. proceeding). Based on the facts and 

circumstances of this case, reinstatement of a temporary injunction is 

necessary to preserve the status quo ante in this case. 

“The purpose of supersedeas is ‘to preserve the status quo . . . pending 

the appeal.’” In re Tex. Educ. Agency, 619 S.W.3d 679, 683 (Tex. 2021) (orig. 

proceeding) (quoting Shell Petroleum Corp. v. Grays, 62 S.W.2d 113, 118 

(Tex. 1933)). And “[i]n the context of injunctions, . . . status quo means the 

last, actual, peaceable, non-contested status which preceded the pending 

controversy.” Tex. Educ. Agency v. Hous. Indep. Sch. Dist., 609 S.W.3d 569, 

572 (Tex. App.—Austin 2020, no pet.) (per curiam) (quotation marks and 

citation omitted) (emphasis added). As such, permitting Appellants to 

supersede the trial court’s temporary injunction in this case would do the 

opposite of what a supersedeas is meant to do; it would alter and disrupt the 

status quo ante in this case, rather than preserve it.  

The prohibitory temporary injunction issued by the trial court against 

the Commissioner and DFPS preserves the status quo ante in this case, and 

this Court should issue an order enjoining Appellants from the actions 

outlined in the trial court’s temporary injunction to similarly preserve the 

status quo. As the trial court found, “an allegation about the provision of 
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gender-affirming medical care, such as puberty blockers and hormone 

therapy, without more, was not investigated as child abuse by DFPS until 

after February 22, 2022.” App. C at 3. The trial court further found that “[t]he 

DFPS Rule changed the status quo for transgender children and their 

families” and “was given the effect of a new law or new agency rule, despite 

no new legislation, regulation, or even valid agency policy.” App. C at 3. 

The Texas Supreme Court has expressly approved this Court’s 

authority to reinstate a temporary injunction to preserve the status quo. In 

In re Texas Education Agency, the appellants filed an interlocutory appeal 

that “automatically suspended enforcement of the trial court’s order,” which 

included a temporary injunction. 619 S.W.3d at 683. As the Supreme Court 

noted, “[i]nstead of preserving the status quo, however, suspension of the 

temporary injunction would . . . have the contradictory effect of permitting 

the status quo to be altered, because if compliance with the injunction were 

not required,” the plaintiff’s rights and position “could be changed from ‘the 

last, actual, peaceable non-contested status [that] preceded the pending 

controversy.’” Id. at 683-84.  

After In re Texas Education Agency, this Court has continued to 

exercise its authority under Rule 29.3 to preserve the status quo. In Texas 

Health & Human Services Commission v. Sacred Oak Medical Center LLC, 
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the appellees—like Appellees here—asked this Court to reinstate a temporary 

injunction under Rule 29.3 following an interlocutory appeal by the state 

agency. No. 03-21-00136-CV, 2021 WL 2371356, at *1 (Tex. App.—Austin 

June 9, 2021, no pet.). Addressing In re Texas Education Agency, this Court 

explained that “[t]he Texas Supreme Court recently confirmed that courts of 

appeals have the power to provide relief from the State’s automatic right to 

supersedeas under Rule 29.3,” even if procedural rules would prevent the 

trial court from issuing a counter-supersedeas order. Id. at *5. 

In deciding whether to reinstate the temporary injunction in Sacred 

Oak, this Court considered the purpose of the relief requested. Specifically, 

the Court noted that, “as in In re TEA, instead of preserving the status quo, 

the Commission’s suspension of the temporary injunction would, in this 

case, have the contradictory effect of permitting the status quo to be altered.” 

Sacred Oak, 2021 WL 2371356, at *5 (quotations and citation omitted); see 

also In re Newton, 146 S.W.3d 648, 651 (Tex. 2004) (orig. proceeding) 

(explaining “that the continuation of illegal conduct cannot be justified as 

preservation of the status quo”). The same holds true here.  

Under these same principles, this Court reinstated a suspended 

injunction under Rule 29.3 against the very rule challenged here in Abbott v. 

Doe, 2022 WL 837956 (Tex. App.—Austin Mar. 21, 2022). The district court 
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had issued a temporary injunction, holding that before adoption of the DFPS 

Rule on February 22, 2022, gender-affirming care had not been investigated 

as child abuse and thus the DFPS rule changed the status quo. Id. at *1. After 

defendants’ appeal superseded that injunction, this Court reinstated it, 

noting its own authority under Rule 29.3 “to maintain the status quo and 

preserve the rights of all parties.” Id. at *2.  In In re Abbott, the Supreme 

Court denied defendants’ requested mandamus relief as to this Court’s 

determination that relief was appropriate under 29.3 in order to maintain 

the status quo for the parties in that case.  In re Abbott, 645 S.W.3d at 283. 

The Court should exercise that same authority here and enter 

injunctive relief on the terms set forth by the trial court because it is the only 

way to preserve the status quo while this appeal is considered. 

B. Reinstating the trial court’s temporary injunction is 
necessary to protect Appellees’ rights and prevent 
irreparable harm. 

The Court also has “the power to preserve a party’s right to judicial 

review of acts that it alleges are unlawful and will cause it irreparable harm.” 

Sacred Oak, 2021 WL 2371356, at *5. “Rule 29.3 provides a mechanism by 

which [this Court] may exercise the scope of [its] authority over parties, 

including [its] inherent power to prevent irreparable harm to parties 

properly before [it] pursuant to [its] appellate jurisdiction in an interlocutory 
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appeal.” Tex. Educ. Agency, 609 S.W.3d at 578. Here, reinstatement of a 

temporary injunction is necessary to protect the rights of Appellees, who 

would suffer irreparable and immediate harms in the absence of such a 

temporary injunction. 

In this way, this case is similar to Texas Education Agency and Sacred 

Oak—“both cases involving a trial court’s grant of a temporary injunction 

enjoining a State agency from taking or enforcing final administrative 

action.” Sacred Oak Med. Ctr. LLC, 2021 WL 2371356, at *5. In Texas 

Education Agency, the plaintiff-appellee was concerned that failure to issue 

an order under Rule 29.3 to preserve the status quo “could delay remedial 

measures designed to protect students and improve academic achievement.” 

619 S.W.3d at 690. And in Sacred Oak, the plaintiff-appellee faced 

irreparable harm from the suspension of its license and continued closure. 

2021 WL 2371356, at *8. In both instances, this Court entered a temporary 

injunction, pursuant to its inherent powers and authority under Rule 29.3, 

in order to protect the plaintiffs-appellees’ rights and prevent irreparable 

harm while the appeals were considered. 

Like Texas Education Agency and Sacred Oak, this case presents 

“compelling circumstances that require the Court to reinstate the trial court’s 

temporary injunction to preserve the parties’ rights.” Sacred Oak Med. Ctr. 
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LLC, 2021 WL 2371356, at *7 (quotations omitted). As the trial court found, 

“unless [Appellants] Commissioner Masters and DFPS are immediately 

enjoined from enforcing the DFPS Rule operationalizing Governor Abbott’s 

Directive and Attorney General Paxton’s Opinion, against the VOE and ROE 

Plaintiffs, [they] will suffer probable, imminent, and irreparable injury in the 

interim.” App. C at 3. Reinstating a temporary injunction is therefore 

necessary to prevent immediate, ongoing, and irreparable harm to Appellees. 

Indeed, as recognized by the trial court, Appellants’ actions have already 

caused myriad harms to Appellees, including:  

being subjected to an unlawful and unwarranted 
child abuse investigation; intrusion and interference 
with parental decision-making; the deprivation or 
disruption of medically necessary care for the 
parents’ adolescent children; the chilling of the 
exercise of the right of Texas parents to make medical 
decisions for their children relying upon the advice 
and recommendation of their health care providers 
acting consistent with prevailing medical guidelines; 
intrusion into the relationship between patients and 
their health care providers; gross invasions of privacy 
in the home and school, and the resulting trauma felt 
by parents, siblings, and other household members; 
outing an adolescent as transgender; adverse effects 
on grades and participation in school activities; fear 
and anxiety associated with the threat of having a 
child removed from the home; increased incidence of 
depression and risk of self-harm or suicide; having to 
uproot their lives and their families to seek medically 
necessary care in another state; being placed on the 
child abuse registry and the consequences that result 
therefrom; and criminal prosecution and the threat 
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thereof. 
 

App. C at 3-4.  
 

The unlawful DFPS Rule at issue here, which creates a presumption of 

abuse whenever medically necessary treatment for gender dysphoria is 

provided to transgender adolescents, presents Appellees with an impossible 

choice—either they continue to be subjected to an unwarranted and invasive 

abuse investigation, or they do not provide prescribed medically necessary 

treatment to their transgender adolescents who need it for their gender 

dysphoria. App. C at 2-3.  

As this Court previously found, reinstating a temporary injunction to 

prevent investigations of families for child abuse based solely on the 

allegation that they are providing prescribed medically necessary treatment 

for their adolescents’ gender dysphoria was necessary to prevent imminent 

and irreparable harm. Abbott, 2022 WL 837956, at *2.  And in denying 

mandamus relief, the Supreme Court found no abuse of this Court’s 

discretion in issuing an injunction pursuant to Rule 29.3 to protect the Doe 

family from further harmful action by the Commissioner and DFPS.  In re 

Abbott, 645 S.W.3d at 283. The Voe and Roe families are identically situated 

to the Doe family in the imminent and irreparable harm they face from 

Appellants’ adoption and implementation of the DFPS Rule. 
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This case, too, thus presents the circumstance where, “[a]bsent an 

appellate court’s inherent power to make temporary orders to preserve the 

parties’ rights until disposition of the appeal, the application of Rule 

24.2(a)(3) would prevent a party from ever meaningfully challenging acts by 

the executive branch that the party alleges to be both unlawful and 

reviewable by courts and that it further alleges will cause it irreparable 

harm.” Tex. Educ. Agency, 609 S.W.3d at 578. This Court has already 

“conclude[d] that under the particular circumstances presented here, where 

the appellee alleges irreparable harm from ultra vires action that it seeks to 

preclude from becoming final, to effectively perform [its] judicial function 

and to preserve the separation of powers, [this Court] must exercise [its] 

inherent authority and use Rule 29.3 to make orders ‘to prevent irreparable 

harm to parties that have properly invoked [its] jurisdiction in an 

interlocutory appeal.’” Id. (quoting In re Geomet, 578 S.W.3d at 90). 

Absent immediate relief from this Court, that same imminent and 

irreparable harm that led the trial court to issue its injunction in the first 

instance will persist while this appeal is pending. An order from this Court 

reinstating a temporary injunction on the terms set forth by the trial court 

would do Appellants “no harm whatsoever,” as any interest they may claim 

“in enforcing an unlawful (and likely unconstitutional)” directive and rule “is 
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illegitimate.” BST Holdings, L.L.C. v. Occupational Safety & Health Admin., 

U.S. Dep’t of Lab., 17 F.4th 604, 618 (5th Cir. 2021). 

The Court should enter an order reinstating a temporary injunction on 

the terms set forth by the trial court in this case, pursuant to Rule 29.3 and 

its inherent powers, to protect Appellees’ rights and prevent irreparable and 

immediate harms. 

II. The Court should consider this emergency motion for 
temporary injunctive relief on an expedited basis and set an 
expedited briefing schedule. 

Finally, the Court should consider this motion for temporary injunctive 

relief pursuant to Rule 29.3 on an emergency, expedited basis and set an 

expedited briefing schedule for its consideration. At stake in this case are, 

inter alia, the health, wellbeing, and very lives of Antonio Voe and Tommy 

Roe; the ability of Mirabel Voe and Wanda Roe to support, love, and affirm 

their children; and the integrity of the Voe and Roe families. The trial court 

already found that a temporary injunction is necessary to preserve the status 

quo ante, protect Appellees’ rights, and prevent irreparable harm. Expedited 

consideration of this motion is therefore necessary not only to preserve the 

status quo, protect Appellees’ rights, and prevent irreparable harm, but also 

for this Court “to effectively perform [its] judicial function and to preserve 

the separation of powers.” Tex. Educ. Agency, 609 S.W.3d at 578. 
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Accordingly, Appellees respectfully request that the Court request a 

response from Appellants to the instant motion by July 21, 2022 at 12:00 

p.m. Appellees further respectfully request that Court act on this emergency 

motion expeditiously. 

CONCLUSION AND PRAYER 

Appellees respectfully ask this Court to grant this Emergency Motion 

for Temporary Injunctive Relief and issue an order providing temporary 

injunctive relief on the terms set forth by the trial court until the disposition 

of the appeal. Such an order is necessary to preserve the status quo and 

Appellees’ rights. Appellees further request that this Court consider this 

motion on an expedited basis and that it request a response from Appellants 

by July 21, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. Finally, Appellees further request that this 

Court grant any and all other relief to which they may be entitled. 
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CAUSE NO. 

PFLAG, INC.; MIRABEL VOE, individually 
and as parent and next friend of ANTONIO 
VOE, a minor; WANDA ROE, individually and 
as parent and next friend of TOMMY ROE, a 
minor; ADAM BRIGGLE and AMBER 
BRIGGLE, individually and as parents and next 
friends of M.B., a minor, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

GREG ABBOTT, sued in his official capacity as 
Governor of the State of Texas; JAIME 
MASTERS, sued in her official capacity as 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services; and the TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES, 

Defendants. 

§ IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
§ TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

 JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL PETITION, APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY 
RESTRAINING ORDER, TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION, AND 

REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF 

Plaintiffs PFLAG, Inc. ("PFLAG"); Mirabel Voe, individually and as parent and next 

friend of Antonio Voe, a minor; Wanda Roe, individually and as parent and next friend of Tommy 

Roe; and, Adam Briggle and Amber Briggle, individually and as parents and next friends of M.B., 

a minor (collectively, "Plaintiffs")1 file this Original Petition, Application for Temporary 

1 Plaintiffs M.B., Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe proceed pseudonymously in order to 
protect their right to privacy, particularly that of M.B., Antonio Voe, and Tommy Roe, who are minors. The Texas 
Rules of Civil Procedure recognize the need to protect a minor's identity. See Tex. R. Civ. P. 21c(a)(3). That goal 
would not be possible if the identities of M.B., Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe were public. 
Indeed, not only do Texas rules "require the use of an alias to refer to a minor" but courts "may also use an alias `to 
[refer to] the minor's parent or other family member' to protect the minor's identity." Int. of A.ML.M., No. 13-18-
00527-CV, 2019 WL 1187154, at *1 (Tex. App. — Corpus Christi Mar. 14, 2019). Moreover, the disclosure of M.B., 
Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe's identities "would reveal matters of a highly sensitive and 
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minor; ADAM BRIGGLE and AMBER 
BRIGGLE, individually and as parents and next 
friends of M.B., a minor, 

Plaintiffs, 
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GREG ABBOTT, sued in his official capacity as 
Governor of the State of Texas; JAIME 
MASTERS, sued in her official capacity as 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services; and the TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES, 

Defendants. 
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§ TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
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RESTRAINING ORDER, TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION, AND 
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1 Plaintiffs M.B., Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe proceed pseudonymously in order to 
protect their right to privacy, particularly that of M.B., Antonio Voe, and Tommy Roe, who are minors. The Texas 
Rules of Civil Procedure recognize the need to protect a minor's identity. See Tex. R. Civ. P. 21c(a)(3). That goal 
would not be possible if the identities of M.B., Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe were public. 
Indeed, not only do Texas rules "require the use of an alias to refer to a minor" but courts "may also use an alias `to 
[refer to] the minor's parent or other family member' to protect the minor's identity." Int. of A.ML.M, No. 13-18-
00527-CV, 2019 WL 1187154, at *1 (Tex. App. — Corpus Christi Mar. 14, 2019). Moreover, the disclosure of M.B., 
Mirabel Voe, Antonio Voe, Wanda Roe, and Tommy Roe's identities "would reveal matters of a highly sensitive and 
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25. I worry not only about the multitude of harms caused to my own family through 

implementation of the Attorney General's opinion and Governor's letter. I also worry about the 

effect that the action by DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General will have on transgender 

youth and their families, including the other members of PFLAG who, like me, have children who 

are learning about who they are or identify or express themselves in ways that are viewed by 

society as inconsistent with their sex assigned at birth. 

26. The actions by DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General threaten the health 

and wellbeing of transgender and nonbinary youth and those, like Whitley, trying to safely explore 

their identity, and the integrity of other families like ours. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 6th day of June 2022 in Travis County, Texas. 

r ---- DocuSigned by: 

SawatAlta ea. 
  A-948FE5171 AQB 

Samantha Poe 
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Signed on this the nth day °Num 2022. 

Lisa Stanton 

State of Texas 

County of I larris 

Before me, a notary public, on this day personally appeared Lisa Stanton. known to me to 
be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing document and, being by me first duly 
sworn, declared that the statements therein contained arc true and correct. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 6th day of June 2022, by Lisa Stanton. 

(Personalized Seal) 
Notary Public's Signature

Idki:V.::,,,, MICHAEL HOFRICHTER 

ti i 4„..N No.., Public, State of Texas 
51..,"%4'!" Comm, Expires 01-04-2024 

...7,;,;i!,> Notary ID 120711508 

I I 
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Eli Adobe Acrobat Sign 

����������		
��������������������
��
�������������������������
�� ������ �� !������" ������ �� ��" #$����
�%���%���&���'
&
�%���%���&��(��$	����&���
�&)*����+" *�&���,���+����
��-�" !�.!/�!�������������0/1���*23�4�%�56��562�78����������		
��������������������
��
�����������8�/�+�
���
��$������������	��#$����
�%���%���&���'
&
�%���%���&��(��$	����&���
�&)������ �� ���1"33"99��:��:,�
��$�����$�������
�!�++������������'��++���	����(��$��
�&)��
��+�&������������ �� ���1"3 "49��:��:,$�������5���	��!�++������������'��++���	����(��$��
�&)������ �� ���1"3;"�1��:��:,�
��$������+�&����	��!�++������������'��++���	����(��$��
�&)*�&�����������"������� �� ���1"31"�9��:��:,���,�$��*
����"�+������&���$�����
$������������� �� ���1"31"�9��:��:,



���������	
��������������������������������������������� !�"!��##$%%�&�����������'��(��������)�

������*+,�,'�-�



��������	
����������

��

���������������������
���
���
���������	� �������!�"���
���#�$���#�������%�
���	�
������&'((��&���) ��*��+�*�,-�+*����&'&���.
�, ����-�/.-�0+)�1�&����23324562���762589��:�;<<=>?��556?33@����:�����;A@��((&B�(('� C+� D���
�
�0�� �����%-�C���E������-�D.���(('B�((F� G	� D���
�
�0�� �����%�+#,�����!�G���#���-�D���
�
H����-�D.����������I;J�K��:���������A�AK@��((FB�(&�� L��������M����
��"���
���#��G�����BN
�����O�P�N,������Q��R��H��
��
���
���������.
�, ����-�/.��(&�B�(&'� S����T�"���
���#�$���#�������%�N��#���
���N,������Q��R��H��
��G���#
��N������N��#���
��-�UR���:���������AJ���@��(&'� /���������G���#
��V�#����-�.*E����'��W�������X�����;AJ@��(&�BH������� )E���#
��C�
����!�"���
���#��N����!���-�M����
��"���
���#���(&'BH������ )E���#
��C�
����!�"���
���#��N����!���-�"���
���#�$���#�������%����:������II;�A���A�J@��(&'BH������� )�����
���"��!�������!�"���
���#�-��
���������0�� �����%�G���#
��N������I�;X�JJ�;A���;�K�A�Y���;AJ@��(&FBH�������� $���#�����+�#���%�



��������	
���������� ��

�

�

��

������������� ����
��������������������������
��������������
 �!��������"��#��
���	�$$���������$���%�	�&� ��'����(	�	)������
 �!��������"��#��� �����*��������� ����
��������������������������
��������������
 �!��������"��#���+�&��
����#,��''�������� ����*������ ����
������������������������-�
��+#�.���
�����
'�-�
����� ������
��'�������"����
 ��#�������	�	������
 �!��������"��#���+�&��
����#,���#����������������� ����
������������������������	�	������
 �!��������"��#�����#�
������#,��''��������������������� ����
�������������������������#, ����� ����/�''������� � ����*���������� 0�� �����$������
 �+�����
�����$�����
���������1�
 �.�(0�+�1)�����*�� 0�� �����$������
 �+�����
������$���
���������1�
 �.�(0�+�1)��" �,
 ���#�
�����!����
��&��("�!)�2�#��
������/�#������������������� +'����
��+�
��'���$�����
�����������
�������������� �����#,���#��� � � � � �������������� +'����
��+�
��'���$�����
��������3�++��4�',����-"5�6�-���� 
��&���#,��''������/.
����789:;�<;7=:>>?7@AB�AC8?D?8?:>E��FGHIJKGL�MNOPIQN����R���������� 4
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PFLAG, Inc., et al. 

Plaintiffs 

v . 

GREG ABBOTT, et al, 

Defendants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

DECLARATION OF BRIAN K. BOND 

I, Brian K. Bond, hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, of sound mind, and fully capable of making this 

declaration. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration, they are true and 

correct, and I would testify competently to those facts if called to do so. 

2. I am the Executive Director of PFLAG, Inc. ("PFLAG"). Founded in 1973, PFLAG 

is the first and largest organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer ("LGBTQ+") 

people, their parents and families, and allies. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

3. PFLAG has over 250 chapters across the country and approximately 250,00 

members and supporters nationwide. Our members and supporters cross multiple generations of 

families in major urban centers, small cities, and rural areas across America. PFLAG envisions an 

equitable and inclusive world where every LGBTQ+ person is safe, celebrated, empowered, and 

loved. Our mission is to create a caring, just, and affirming world for LGBTQ+ people and those 

who love them. 

4. Our founder, Jeanne Manford, marched with her son Morty in the 1972 Christopher 

Street Liberation Day March in New York City and created the very first support group for parents 
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of LGBTQ+ people in 1973. Supporting LGBTQ+ young people by supporting and strengthening 

their families has been a core part of our work ever since. Today, the gold-standard advocated by 

PFLAG parents and families—and set forth by pediatricians and therapists-is to accept, support, 

and affirm LGBTQ+ people's sexual orientation and/or gender identity and expression; parental 

rejection is widely understood to be abusive and damaging. 

5. We know, too, that LGBTQ+ youth thrive when supported in their schools and 

community. So, our work also includes ending bullying, discrimination, and harassment in 

educational settings by providing training for teachers, administrators, and district leaders, and 
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6. We know that change happens and support grows one interaction at a time. One 

family at a time. 

7. PFLAG is a national chapter-based membership organization and we have local 

chapters in every state and the District of Columbia. Our chapters in Texas include PFLAG 

Abilene/Big Country, PFLAG Austin, PFLAG Beaumont, PFLAG Boerne, PFLAG Brenham, 

PFLAG Dallas, PFLAG El Paso, PFLAG Fort Worth, PFLAG Houston, PFLAG Lubbock, 

PFLAG Midland/Odessa, PFLAG Montgomery, PFLAG San Angelo, PFLAG San Antonio, 

PFLAG San Marcos, PFLAG Seguin, and PFLAG Tyler/East Texas. 

8. PFLAG's membership is comprised of chapter members and members at large. 
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joining their local chapter, which sends a portion of the member's dues to PFLAG national. In 
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9. PFLAG's members play a central role in electing our organizational leadership. Of 

the 21 members of PFLAG's national Board of Directors, seven are elected directly from our 

membership. Seven more are elected by the Council of Regional Directors, a body of volunteers 

who are themselves each elected by the members of one of PFLAG's thirteen regions to work with 

PFLAG national staff to provide support, resources, training, and help to start new affiliates, and 

to share the perspectives and activities of members with national staff. The remaining seven are 

elected by the Board itself. 

10. As Executive Director, I am the leader of the professional staff who carry out the 

work of the national office, including supporting the development and work of PFLAG's chapter 

network and promoting PFLAG's presence in the national arena, including through policy 

advocacy, coalitions with organizations who share our goals, developing trainings and educational 

materials, and engaging with the media. Supporting our network of chapters is PFLAG's largest 

program and our national staff works closely with chapter leaders and members across the country 

to reinforce their efforts to establish and grow their chapters, providing them with infrastructure, 

publications, online learning and gathering tools, advocacy support, media training, and countless 

other services and supports. 

11. Because promoting the wellbeing of LGBTQ+ youth through encouraging and 

supporting love and affirmation by their families is a core part of our mission and because we have 

an extensive network of chapters and over 600 members who live in Texas, we heard an immediate 

outcry from our members and constituents in the wake of Attorney General Ken Paxton's opinion 

purporting that certain forms of health care for transgender adolescents constitute "child abuse" 

under Texas law. 
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12. While Attorney General Paxton's opinion caused alarm and sparked outrage among 

our members, especially those with transgender or nonbinary children, the directive Governor 

Abbott issued shortly thereafter deeming all affirming health care for transgender adolescents, 

regardless of medical necessity, to be "child abuse" and ordering Texas's Depai Linent of Family 

and Protective Services ("DFPS") to investigate parents helping their children access such care, 

caused abject panic. Suddenly the very thing we know to be good for LGBTQ+ children—

supporting and loving your child for who they are and ensuring they receive care they need to 

thrive—was a reason to be reported and subjected to an intrusive and traumatic investigation. 

13. In the wake of the directive and DFPS's decision to operationalize it and begin 

investigations, we immediately began providing information and support to our Texas families 

about the opinion and directive. Our Texas chapters heard from members who were parents of 

transgender or nonbinary children who wondered if they would soon be investigated and asking 

about their rights and for assistance; members whose children's health care was cut off when 

facilities specializing in providing gender affirming care to adolescents closed or stopped 

providing it under the mistaken assumption their provision of care was "illegal" or "abuse," or for 

fear their doctors would be prosecuted; and members contemplating leaving Texas so as not to 

have to choose between helping their children access the prescribed, medically necessary care they 

need and keeping their children under their roofs. 

14. We, and our Texas chapters and members, breathed a sigh of relief when, in the 

wake of a lawsuit by the Doe family and Dr. Megan Mooney, the Travis County District Court 

issued a statewide injunction prohibiting investigations into families, including some of our 

members, and any action against mandatory reporters who failed to report families. Our members 

with transgender or nonbinary children were afraid once again when the injunction was stayed and 
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the alarm ebbed and returned after the reinstatement of the injunction by the Third Circuit Court 

of Appeals and the ultimate limiting of that injunction to the specific plaintiffs in that case by the 

Supreme Court of Texas. 

15. After the Texas Supreme Court limited the Court of Appeals' injunction, our Texas 

chapters heard from members yet again. The investigations of parent members that had been 

paused were suddenly restarted or under the threat of imminent resumption. Members who are 

parents of transgender or nonbinary children who had not yet been investigated expressed fear and 

concern about whether they soon would be and if their children might be subjected to interviews 

at school, removed from home, or lose their health care. 

16. Given the scope of the Governor's directive, the breadth of DFPS's investigations, 

and the current lack of a statewide injunction preventing their pursuit, every one of PFLAG's 

Texas members with a transgender or nonbinary child is at substantial risk of harm. PFLAG has 

members who are being harmed right now by these actions, whether because they are facing active 

investigations, have had their medically necessary health care disrupted, or were otherwise forced 

to alter their interactions with schools, care providers, supportive services, or others in order to 

avoid being reported for child abuse by mandated reporters, all solely because they are or are 

suspected of seeking the established course of medically necessary care for their transgender or 

nonbinary children. Other current and future PFLAG members with transgender or nonbinary 

children face a substantial risk of being harmed by the directive and its implementation because 

their care for and affirmation of their children may include seeking gender affirming care for them. 

Although these members could challenge the Governor and agency's actions in their own right, 

PFLAG is bringing this case to represent the interests of those members to shield them from harm, 
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to avoid exacerbating current investigations, and to protect members from becoming targets of 

future investigations. 

17. Representing the interests of these members in challenging the Governor's directive 

and DFPS's substantive change in policy implementing it is directly connected to PFLAG's 

mission in two ways. First, that mission includes encouraging and supporting parents and families 

of transgender and gender expansive people in affirming their children and helping them access 

the social, psychological, and medical supports they need. We work with our families to encourage 

love and support of their transgender and gender expansive children and to help them ensure that 

the children's needs are met. DFPS's actions send the opposite message. If you support your 

child's affirmation of their gender identity by seeking the established medically necessary care 

that has been prescribed for them, you do so at the peril of being labeled a "child abuser" and 

having them removed. In order to fulfill our mission to our members, we cannot allow them to 

face drastic penalties for doing the very thing we encourage because we know it is in the best 

interests of the children. 

18. Second, we teach our members to advocate for a caring, just, and affirming world 

where LGBTQ+ people are safe, celebrated, empowered, and loved, and to advocate for equitable 

laws and policies that protect them. Governor Abbott's directive and DFPS's pursuit of families 

directly conflicts with our members' ability to do just that. The Briggle family could not be a 

clearer example. If you stand up and fight back for equitable treatment for your child, including 

by speaking out against harmful legislation that would deny your child basic human rights, your 

very advocacy makes you a target for investigation by the child welfare agency. We cannot in 

good faith ask our members to advocate in the public sphere for community affirmation of their 

child's basic humanity, if it puts them at risk of harm. 
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19. PFLAG exists to foster a world where LGBTQ+ children can become thriving, 

healthy, and happy LGBTQ+ adults. Our members depend on us to provide support and 

community for them in a society that often still treats their children as second-class citizens, 

attempts to silence them, or denies their very existence. For our members who have transgender 

and nonbinary children and are doing nothing more than loving them and following the advice of 

qualified medical professionals, PFLAG is here to do all we can to protect them from harmful, 

invasive, and unwarranted investigations. 

K. Bond 
Executive Director, PFLAG, Inc. 

Notary Verification 

State of  'Aa r, s 0, s 

County of  S.et i_,,u.,<

Brian K. Bond, personally appeared before me, and being first duly sworn declared that he 
signed this declaration in the capacity designated, if any, and further states that he has read the 
above declaration and the statements therein contained are true. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the  0 Co  day of June 2022, by Brian K. Bond. 

(Personalize(  11A N E 
Notary Public, State of Kansas 

• , inept Expires 
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PFLAG, et al. 

Plaintiffs 

v . 

GREG ABBOTT, et al, 

Defendants. 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

DECLARATION OF MIRABEL VOE 

I, Mirabel Voe,1 hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age, of sound mind, and fully capable of making this 

declaration. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration, they are true and 

correct, and I would testify competently to those facts if called to do so. 

2. I am a Plaintiff in this action and mother to my adolescent son. I am bringing claims 

on behalf of myself and as a parent and next friend of my son, Antonio Voe. 

3. I am also a member of PFLAG, which is a Plaintiff in this action. 

4. We both reside in Texas. 

5. My son, Antonio Voe, is 16 years old. I love and support him, and he means the 

world to me, along with my two other children. 

6. Antonio is very kind and empathetic and a wonderful person. He loves to read, 

draw, and go running; is mostly a straight A student; and has been a leader in student government. 

1 Mirabel Voe and Antonio Voe are pseudonyms. My son (who is a minor) and I are proceeding under pseudonyms 
to protect our right to privacy and ourselves from discrimination, harassment, and violence, as well as retaliation for 
seeking to protect our rights. 
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7. Antonio is transgender. When he was born, he was assigned the sex of "female" at 

birth, even though he is a boy. 

8. From a very young age, Antonio has expressed himself and behaved in a manner 

that does not conform with stereotypes associated with the sex he was assigned at birth. 

9. I have always permitted Antonio to express himself and have tried my best to fully 

support him. He is my child and I accept him unconditionally. 

10. When Antonio began puberty, physical changes began causing him intense distress. 

11. In 2020, Antonio told me that he is transgender. 

12. Shortly after Antonio informed me that he is transgender, we did research as a 

family and decided as an initial step that Antonio would socially transition. Antonio started using 

a name, pronouns, and gender expression that matched his gender identity. 

13. After a year of living as his true and authentic self, my son felt happier, but the 

onset of puberty still caused him significant stress. We began speaking with a physician in the 

summer of 2021 concerning Antonio's distress relating to his gender identity. 

14. In the summer of 2021, Antonio was diagnosed with gender dysphoria. His 

physician prescribed him puberty blockers because the physician determined that it was medically 

necessary to help alleviate some of Antonio's symptoms of gender dysphoria. 

15. The physician then recommended that Antonio attend therapy before he considered 

prescribing any additional care. Antonio began therapy in June 2021 and has continued therapy 

since then. 

16. In January 2022, Antonio's doctor recommended that he be provided with 

additional medical care to treat and alleviate his gender dysphoria. This care included the 

prescription of hormone therapy. 
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17. In consultation with Antonio's therapist and physician, and after extensive 

discussions about the benefits and potential side effects of hormone therapy, this treatment was 

prescribed by Antonio's doctor in accordance with medical best practices and the standards of 

care. 

18. As Antonio was prescribed medical treatment, his mood and anxiety improved, and 

he looked forward to a brighter future. Being able to be affirmed as who he is promised Antonio 

significant relief. 

19. In February 2022, things took a very serious turn for the worse for Antonio and our 

family. Attorney General Paxton's opinion released on February 21, 2022, and Governor Abbott's 

letter on February 22, 2022, followed by DFPS's implementation of these and investigation the 

provision of medically necessary gender-affirming health care as "abuse," initiated a series of 

events that has caused irreversible pain and turmoil in our lives. 

20. On February 22, the same day as Governor Abbott's directive, Antonio made an 

attempt to die by suicide by ingesting a bottle of aspirin. He was admitted to a local hospital 

following this attempt. 

21. When hospital staff and I asked Antonio why he attempted to end his own life, he 

stated that the political environment, including the Governor's directive, and being misgendered 

by students and staff at school, led him to take these actions. Antonio said he was worried he 

would be taken away from the only family he has and felt like he had put our family at risk by 

living as his authentic self. 

22. The local hospital referred Antonio to an outpatient psychiatric facility. He was 

transported to that facility on February 24. Police were present when he left the hospital to be 

transported via ambulance to the facility. 
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23. While at that outpatient facility, the staff there learned that Antonio had been 

prescribed hormone therapy for the treatment of gender dysphoria. During a family therapy 

session, staff at the facility told us that they might need to report our family for "abuse" because 

of the Governor's letter and DFPS's actions. 

24. Antonio was discharged from the psychiatric facility on March 5. 

25. On March 11, an investigator with Child Protective Services ("CPS"), a division of 

the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services ("DFPS") visited our family home to 

interview Antonio and me. 

26. I assumed the investigator was there for the suicide attempt and was prepared to 

discuss the medical treatment and mental health therapy my son was receiving. But the 

investigator told me that she was only there because I was an "alleged perpetrator" of child abuse 

as the parent of a transgender adolescent who had been reported for providing my son with 

treatment for gender dysphoria. 

27. Being called an "alleged perpetrator" in my own living room shocked me, and I 

immediately felt harm and stigma for being falsely accused of harming my own child simply by 

providing him with medically necessary health care. 

28. The investigator also told me that the report of "abuse" originated from the 

outpatient psychiatric facility where Antonio was seeking help. 

29. The investigator interviewed both Antonio and me and asked us private, intimate, 

and invasive questions about his medical treatment for gender dysphoria. The investigator also 

took pictures of Antonio's arms, torso, back, and legs to see if he had any injuries. 

30. The CPS investigator asked for me to sign a release to obtain Antonio's medical 

records. I initially signed the release. 

4 

23. While at that outpatient facility, the staff there learned that Antonio had been 

prescribed hormone therapy for the treatment of gender dysphoria. During a family therapy 

session, staff at the facility told us that they might need to report our family for "abuse" because 

of the Governor's letter and DFPS's actions. 

24. Antonio was discharged from the psychiatric facility on March 5. 

25. On March 11, an investigator with Child Protective Services ("CPS"), a division of 

the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services ("DFPS") visited our family home to 

interview Antonio and me. 

26. I assumed the investigator was there for the suicide attempt and was prepared to 

discuss the medical treatment and mental health therapy my son was receiving. But the 

investigator told me that she was only there because I was an "alleged perpetrator" of child abuse 

as the parent of a transgender adolescent who had been reported for providing my son with 

treatment for gender dysphoria. 

27. Being called an "alleged perpetrator" in my own living room shocked me, and I 

immediately felt harm and stigma for being falsely accused of harming my own child simply by 

providing him with medically necessary health care. 

28. The investigator also told me that the report of "abuse" originated from the 

outpatient psychiatric facility where Antonio was seeking help. 

29. The investigator interviewed both Antonio and me and asked us private, intimate, 

and invasive questions about his medical treatment for gender dysphoria. The investigator also 

took pictures of Antonio's arms, torso, back, and legs to see if he had any injuries. 

30. The CPS investigator asked for me to sign a release to obtain Antonio's medical 

records. I initially signed the release. 

4 



31. On March 14, I received a call from the investigator, who told me that the medical 

release form was deficient and needed to be signed again. The investigator had tried to send the 

release to Antonio's health care provider to obtain all of his private and confidential medical 

records, but that provider sent it back because of problems with the form. The investigator called 

me multiple times and left voicemails about this form. 

32. The investigator showed up unannounced at my house on March 17. I was not 

home at the time, but the investigator spoke with my oldest child, who is now an adult. 

33. On March 21, the investigator called me again and asked that I re-sign the form so 

that DFPS could obtain all of Antonio's medical records. By that time, I had learned of court 

orders blocking a similar investigation for another family involving medically necessary health 

care for gender dysphoria, as well as a statewide injunction, and I decided not to re-sign the release. 

Instead, I told the investigator that I was now seeking legal counsel. 

34. As of today, DFPS's investigation of my family for child abuse remains open. 

35. Antonio is receiving mental health care and is recovering from the attempt, but 

these events have devastated our life. Antonio has been forced to drop out of in-person school and 

stay at home so that I can more closely monitor his health and wellbeing, but I am a single mom 

who works two jobs. I love my son unconditionally, and I can think of nothing worse than losing 

him. I am so glad that he is alive, but no young person should ever have to experience what he 

went through. 

36. It is particularly horrifying to me that the place that was supposed to help my son—

the outpatient mental health facility—has now caused him even more harm. Instead of focusing 

on how to keep my son alive and healthy, both the facility and DFPS have accused me of "abuse." 
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They have invaded my family's privacy, threatened the health and wellbeing of my son, and could 

try to tear apart my family and cause further harm. 

37. DFPS's substantive policy changes, including those in reliance upon the Attorney 

General's opinion and Governor's directive, have caused immense stress, anxiety, and fear for my 

family. Although Antonio is recovering from the attempt, he still feels concerned and anxious 

because he knows that the DFPS investigation is still pending, and he may have to speak to an 

investigator or be removed from me and lose access to the health care he needs. 

38. As a result of DFPS's implementation of the Attorney General's opinion and 

Governor's letter, Antonio feared he would be contacted by CPS while at school and he made the 

difficult decision to finish the final months of the school year from home. He now takes additional 

medication to help alleviate his anxiety around the investigation and potentially losing access to 

vital health care. 

39. I worry about the potential physical and mental health consequences of depriving 

Antonio of the medically necessary treatment prescribed by his doctors. He has already attempted 

to take his life once and I cannot imagine what will happen if DFPS is allowed to dictate what 

medical care my child receives. 

40. Not providing treatment is not an option for me. I believe providing Antonio with 

the gender-affirming care he requires, and consistent with the advice of qualified medical 

professionals, is necessary to ensure his health and well-being, and we will continue to provide 

this care. 

41. I do not believe that I can deprive Antonio of the necessary, medically 

recommended health care that he requires. But if this medically necessary care becomes "abuse," 

there could be a finding that I have committed "abuse" that could devastate our lives, lead to 
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Antonio being taken away, and prevent me from being able to volunteer in the community or 

participating in my children's activities. 

42. I have lived in Texas my entire life, and Texas is the only home that Antonio has 

known. Our extended family all lives in Texas and I am the sole caretaker of my elderly mother. 

Even if moving out of the state were feasible, we do not wish to do so if it can be avoided, as, 

among other things, it could mean the physical separation of our family, loss of employment, and 

separating Antonio from his healthcare providers. 

43. Texas is our home. We are part of a community, comprising of family and friends, 

who have been supportive and affirming of Antonio's identity. I worry not only about the 

multitude of harms caused to my own family through implementation of the Attorney General's 

opinion and Governor's letter, but also about the effect that the action by DFPS, the Governor, and 

the Attorney General will have on other transgender youth, like Antonio, and their families. Our 

family is as much a part of Texas as any other family, and Antonio has the same right to live safely 

and authentically as any other person in this state. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this the 6th day of June 2022 in Texas. 

Mirabel Voe 
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40. The actions by DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General threaten the health 

and wellbeing of transgender youth like my son Tommy, and the integrity of other families like 

ours. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 6th of June, 2022 in Scotland. f —DocuSigned by: 

‘ , —F8F4B4938468423. . 

Wanda Roe 
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what it would mean to be forced to live in body that is not consistent with who I am. Puberty 

brought me so much stress and anxiety and forced me to be withdrawn. The prospect of being 

forced to endure that again scares me immensely. 

44. Texas is my home. My family and I moved here when I was just a young child. 

We do not want to leave our home, nor do I want to be separated from my friends. However, we 

may have to if I cannot access medically necessary care recommended by my doctors as a result 

of DFPS's change in policy to investigate gender-affirming care as a child abuse based on the 

Attorney General's Opinion and Governor's Directive. 

45. The actions by DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General threaten my health, 

safety, and wellbeing, as well as that of transgender youth like myself. They also threaten the 

integrity of families like mine. 

46. My mom, stepdad, and brothers are loving and caring. They support me. They 

love me. And being able to live and be perceived as the boy that I am has made my life better and 

full of joy. 

47. It is hurtful to know that DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General believe 

that I am wrong and that those who support and love me for who I am are wrong for doing so. 

48. I am offended and hurt that my state government wants to make it unlawful for 

trans youth like me to be ourselves, and that DFPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General are 

willing to persecute families like mine simply for loving and supporting their trans children. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 6th day of June, 2022 in Scotland. C
DocuSigned by: 

I - 141014(1/ ro, 

BOlEBA0B3656472. . 

Tommy Roe 
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affirination. love. and ability to thrive as any other youth in our state. 

The actions by DIPS, the Governor, and the Attorney General threaten the health, 

safetN. and wellbeing of transgender youth like M.B. and the integrity of families like ours. 

Because the investigation is ongoing. we are suffering immediate and irreparable harm as 

described though the facts set firth above. 

31. Further Affiant Sayeth Not.-

Signed on this the 6th day of June 2022. 

a 

State of Texas 

County of Demon 

Before me. a notary public, on this day personally appeared Adam Briggle, known to me to be 
the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing document and, being by me first duly 
sworn. declared that the statements therein contained are true and correct. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 6th day of June 2022, by Adam Briggle. 

(Personalized Seal) 
Notary Public's Signature 

HUTCH ICE 
NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF TEXAS 

WY COMM. DP. 10/30/2022 
NOTARY ID 12834399.7 
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CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-22-002569 

PFLAG, INC.; MIRABEL VOE, individually and 
as parent and next friend of ANTONIO VOE, a 
minor; WANDA ROE, individually and as 
parent and next friend of TOMMY ROE, a 
minor; ADAM BRIGGLE and AMBER BRIGGLE, 
individually and as parents and next friends 
of M.B., a minor, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

GREG ABBOTT, sued in his official capacity as 
Governor of the State of Texas; JAIME 
MASTERS, sued in her official capacity as 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services; and the 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Defendants 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
459th JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

On this day, the Court heard argument by counsel for the parties and considered the 

application by Plaintiffs PFLAG, Inc. ("PFLAG"); Mirabel Voe, individually and as parent and 

next friend of Antonio Voe, a minor; Wanda Roe, individually and as parent and next friend 

of Tommy Roe; and, Adam Briggle and Amber Briggle, individually and as parents and next 

friends of M.B., a minor, (collectively, "Plaintiffs") for a Temporary Restraining Order (the 

"Application"), as found in Plaintiffs' Original Petition, Application for Temporary 

Restraining Order, Temporary and Permanent Injunction, and Request for Declaratory Relief 

("Petition") filed against Defendants Greg Abbott, in his official capacity as Governor of the 

State of Texas; Jaime Masters, in her official capacity as Commissioner of the Texas 

1 

6/10/2022 4:39 PM
Velva L. Price  
District Clerk    
Travis County   

D-1-GN-22-002569
Alexus Rodriguez



Department of Family and Protective Services ("Commissioner Masters"); and the Texas 

Department of Family and Protective Services (collectively, "Defendants"). 

From the facts set forth in Plaintiffs' Petition, and the declarations attached thereto, 

the Court finds sufficient cause to enter a Temporary Restraining Order against 

Commissioner Masters and the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 

("DFPS"). Plaintiffs state a valid cause of action under the Texas Administrative Procedure 

Act against Commissioner Masters and DFPS and have a probable right to the declaratory 

and permanent injunctive relief they seek. For the reasons detailed in Plaintiffs' Application 

and accompanying evidence, there is a substantial likelihood that Plaintiffs will prevail after 

a trial on the merits because improper rulemaking and implementation by Commissioner 

Masters and DFPS of a new policy based on Governor Abbott's Letter and Attorney General 

Paxton's Opinion, as announced in DFPS's Statement, are void because they were adopted 

without following the necessary procedures under the APA, are contrary to DFPS's enabling 

statute and beyond the authority provided to the Commissioner and the agency, and 

otherwise contrary to law. 

It clearly appears to the Court that unless Commissioner Masters and DFPS are 

immediately enjoined from implementing and enforcing the new DFPS rule, Governor 

Abbott's Letter and Attorney General Paxton's Opinion, as announced in DFPS's Statement, 

the Voe, Roe, and Briggle families (collectively, "Plaintiff Families") and members of Plaintiff 

PFLAG will suffer immediate and irreparable injury. Such injury includes, but is not limited 

to: gross invasions of privacy in the home and school, and the resulting trauma felt by 

parents, siblings, and other household members; outing an adolescent as transgender; 

adverse effects on grades and participation in school activities; fear and anxiety associated 

2 



with the threat of having a child removed from the home; increased incidence of depression 

and risk of self-harm or suicide; the deprivation or disruption of medically necessary care 

for the parents' adolescents; having to uproot their lives and their families to seek medically 

necessary care in another state; being placed on the child abuse registry and the 

consequences that result therefrom; and criminal prosecution and the threat thereof. 

The Court further finds that Commissioner Masters's and DFPS's wrongful actions 

cannot be remedied by any award of damages or other adequate remedy at law. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Defendants Commissioner Masters and DFPS are 

immediately enjoined and restrained from implementing or enforcing DFPS's new rule, 

implementing the Abbott Letter and the Paxton Opinion as announced in the DFPS 

Statement, with regard to Plaintiff Families and other members of Plaintiff PFLAG, and such 

restraint encompasses but is not limited to: (1) investigating Plaintiff Families and members 

of PFLAG for possible child abuse solely based on allegations that they have a minor child 

who is transgender, gender nonconforming, gender transitioning, or receiving or being 

prescribed gender-affirming medical treatment, and (2) taking any actions against Plaintiff 

Families and other members of PFLAG solely based on allegations that they have a child who 

is transgender, gender nonconforming, gender transitioning, or receiving or being 

prescribed gender-affirming medical treatment. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in furtherance of the above, DFPS and its employees, 

agents, contractors, as well as any individuals or entities in active concert with them, directly 

or indirectly under their control, or participating with them, who receive notice that the 

person(s) reported for suspected child abuse solely based on allegations that they have a 

minor child who is transgender, gender nonconforming, gender transitioning, or receiving 
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or being prescribed gender-affirming medical treatment, is a member of Plaintiff PFLAG, 

shall immediately cease any intake, investigation, or assessment, including ceasing any 

contact, communications, or other activity related to processing such report. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Plaintiffs' Application for Temporary Injunction be 

heard before a Civil District Court of Travis County, Texas on June 21, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. The 

purpose of the hearing is to determine why a temporary injunction should not be issued as 

requested by Plaintiffs. The Clerk of the Court is hereby directed to issue a show cause notice 

to Defendants to appear at the temporary injunction hearing. The hearing must be 

announced pursuant to the Local Rules, and the assigned Court will contact the parties with 

respect to the details of the hearing. 

The Clerk of the Court shall forthwith, on filing by Plaintiffs of the Bond hereinafter 

required, and on proving of the same according to law, issue a temporary restraining order 

in conformity with the laws and terms of this Order. 

This Order shall not be affected unless and until Plaintiffs execute and file with the 

Clerk a bond in conformity with the law, in the amount of $100.00 dollars. 

Signed on June 10, 2022, at 3:23 p.m. in Travis County, Texas. 

Soifer, judge  residing 
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CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-22-002569 

PFLAG, INC.; MIRABEL VOE, individually 
and as parent and next friend of ANTONIO 
VOE, a minor; WANDA ROE, individually and 
as parent and next friend of TOMMY ROE, a 
minor; ADAM BRIGGLE and AMBER 
BRIGGLE, individually and as parents and next 
friends of M.B., a minor, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

GREG ABBOTT, sued in his official capacity as 
Governor of the State of Texas; JAIME 
MASTERS, sued in her official capacity as 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services; and the TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

Defendants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
459th JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFFS VOES’ AND ROES’  
APPLICATIONS FOR TEMPORARY INJUCTION AGAINST JAMIE MASTERS, IN 

HER OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS THE COMISSIONER OF THE TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES, 

AND THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

On July 6, 2022, the Court considered the application by Plaintiffs PFLAG, Inc. (“PFLAG”); 

Mirabel Voe, individually and as parent and next friend of Antonio Voe, a minor; Wanda Roe, 

individually and as parent and next friend of Tommy Roe; and, Adam Briggle and Amber Briggle, 

individually and as parents and next friends of M.B., a minor, (collectively, “Plaintiffs”) for a 

Temporary Injunction (the “Application”), as found in Plaintiffs’ Original Petition, Application 

for Temporary Restraining Order, Temporary and Permanent Injunction, and Request for 

7/8/2022 5:11 PM
Velva L. Price  
District Clerk    
Travis County   

D-1-GN-22-002569
Marc Viteritto
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Declaratory Relief (“Petition”) filed against Defendants Greg Abbott, in his official capacity as 

Governor of the State of Texas; Jaime Masters, in her official capacity as Commissioner of the 

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (“Commissioner Masters”); and the Texas 

Department of Family and Protective Services (“DFPS”) (collectively, “Defendants”).  

Based on the facts set forth in Plaintiffs’ Petition, the declarations attached thereto, the 

testimony, the evidence, and the argument of counsel presented during the July 6, 2022, hearing 

on Plaintiffs’ Application, this Court finds sufficient cause to enter a Temporary Injunction against 

Commissioner Masters and DFPS on behalf of MIRABEL VOE, individually and as parent and 

next friend of ANTONIO VOE, a minor and WANDA ROE, individually and as parent and next 

friend of TOMMY ROE, a minor.  The applications for Temporary Injunction on behalf of 

PFLAG, Inc. and ADAM BRIGGLE and AMBER BRIGGLE, individually and as parents and 

next friends of M.B., a minor, remain under advisement by the Court and no ruling is issued in this 

Order.  

Plaintiffs VOE and ROE state a valid cause of action against Commissioner Masters and 

DFPS and have a probable right to the declaratory and permanent injunctive relief they seek. For 

the reasons detailed in Plaintiffs’ Application and accompanying evidence, there is a substantial 

likelihood that Plaintiffs will prevail after a trial on the merits. Commissioner Masters and DFPS 

implemented a new rule expanding the definition of “child abuse” to presumptively treat the 

provision of gender-affirming medical care, including puberty blockers and hormone therapy, as 

necessitating an investigation (“DPFS Rule”). The DFPS Rule operationalized Governor Abbott’s 

February 22, 2022, letter to Commissioner Masters (“Governor Abbott’s Directive”) and Attorney 

General Paxton’s Opinion No. KP-0401 (“Attorney General Paxton’s Opinion”), which DFPS 

announced in its statement on February 22, 2022. The DFPS Rule was adopted without following 
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the necessary procedures under the APA, is contrary to DFPS’s enabling statute, is beyond the 

authority provided to the Commissioner and DFPS, and is otherwise contrary to law, as alleged in 

Plaintiffs’ Petition. 

The Court further finds that an allegation about the provision of gender-affirming medical 

care, such as puberty blockers and hormone therapy, without more, was not investigated as child 

abuse by DFPS until after February 22, 2022.  The DFPS Rule changed the status quo for 

transgender children and their families.  The DFPS Rule was given the effect of a new law or new 

agency rule, despite no new legislation, regulation, or even valid agency policy. 

It clearly appears to the Court that unless Commissioner Masters and DFPS are 

immediately enjoined from enforcing the DFPS Rule operationalizing Governor Abbott’s 

Directive and Attorney General Paxton’s Opinion, against the VOE and ROE Plaintiffs, who will 

suffer probable, imminent, and irreparable injury in the interim. Such injury, which cannot be 

remedied by an award of damages or other adequate remedy at law, includes, but is not limited to: 

being subjected to an unlawful and unwarranted child abuse investigation; intrusion and 

interference with parental decision-making; the deprivation or disruption of medically necessary 

care for the parents’ adolescent children; the chilling of the exercise of the right of Texas parents 

to make medical decisions for their children relying upon the advice and recommendation of their 

health care providers acting consistent with prevailing medical guidelines; intrusion into the 

relationship between patients and their health care providers; gross invasions of privacy in the 

home and school, and the resulting trauma felt by parents, siblings, and other household members; 

outing an adolescent as transgender; adverse effects on grades and participation in school 

activities; fear and anxiety associated with the threat of having a child removed from the home; 

increased incidence of depression and risk of self-harm or suicide; having to uproot their lives and 
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their families to seek medically necessary care in another state; being placed on the child abuse 

registry and the consequences that result therefrom; and criminal prosecution and the threat 

thereof.  

The Temporary Injunction being entered by the Court today maintains the status quo prior 

to February 22, 2022, and should remain in effect until final trial.  The PFLAG and BRIGGLE 

Plaintiffs’ Applications for Temporary Relief remain pending before this Court, and the Court will 

rule as soon as possible after it has had adequate time to consider legal and factual consideration 

of the record before it.    

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, until all issues in this lawsuit are finally and fully 

determined, Defendants Commissioner Masters and DFPS are immediately enjoined and 

restrained from implementing or enforcing the DFPS Rule, and from implementing Governor 

Abbott’s Directive and the Attorney General’s Opinion in the following manners: 

(1)  investigating MIRABEL VOE or WANDA ROE, individually or as next friends of 

ANTONIO VOE or TOMMY ROE, for possible child abuse or neglect solely based on allegations 

that they have a minor child or are a minor child who is gender transitioning or alleged to be 

receiving or being prescribed medical treatment for gender dysphoria, and  

(2) taking any actions, including investigatory or adverse actions, against Plaintiffs VOE 

and ROE and their minor children, with open investigations solely based on allegations that they 

have a child who is transgender, gender nonconforming, gender transitioning, or receiving or being 

prescribed medical treatment for gender dysphoria, except that DFPS shall have the ability to 

administratively close or issue a “ruled out” disposition in any of these open investigations based 

on the information DFPS has to date – if this action requires no additional contact with members 

of the VOE or ROE families. 



,t7//(,,-, 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a trial on the merits of this case is preferentially set 

before the Honorable Amy Clark Meachum, Judge of the 201st Judicial District Court of Travis 

County, Texas, on December 5, 2022, at 9 a.m. in the courtroom of the 201st Judicial District of 

Travis County, Texas, or in the 201st District Court Virtual/Zoom courtroom under the Texas 

Supreme Court Emergency Orders related to COVID-19.  The Clerk of the Court is hereby directed 

to issue a show cause notice to Defendants to appear at the trial. 

The Clerk of the Court shall forthwith issue a temporary injunction in conformity with the 

laws and terms of this Order. 

Plaintiffs have previously executed with the Clerk a bond in conformity with the law in the 

amount of $100 dollars, and that bond amount will remain adequate and effective for this 

Temporary Injunction. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall not expire until judgment in this case is 

entered or this Case is otherwise dismissed by the Court. 

 

Signed on July 8, 2022, at 4:55 p.m. in Travis County, Texas. 

 

___________________________________ 
JUDGE AMY CLARK MEACHUM 
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NO. D-1-GN-22-002569 
 

 
DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE OF ACCELERATED INTERLOCUTORY APPEAL 

 Defendants Greg Abbott in his official capacity as Governor of the State of Texas 

(“Governor Abbott”), Jaime Masters in her official capacity of Commissioner of the Department 

of Family and Protective Services (“Commissioner Masters”), and the Texas Department of 

Family and Protective Services (“DFPS”) (collectively, “Defendants”) appeal the Court’s 

interlocutory order of July 8, 2022 granting Plaintiffs’ Roe and Voe’s application for a temporary 

injunction.   

Defendants are entitled to an interlocutory appeal pursuant to Civil Practice and Remedies 

Code section 51.014(a)(4), which allows for an immediate appeal from an order that grants a 

temporary injunction. Defendants appeal to the Third Court of Appeals. This is an accelerated 

appeal as provided by Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 28.1. This is not a parental termination 

or child protection case, as defined in Rule 28.4.   

Pursuant to Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code § 51.014(b), all further proceedings 

in this court are stayed pending resolution of Defendants’ appeal. Upon filing of this instrument, 

the July 8, 2022 Order Granting Plaintiffs’ Roe and Voe’s Application for Temporary Injunction 

is superseded pursuant to Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code section 6.001(b) and Texas 

 
PFLAG, INC., ET AL., 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
GREG ABBOTT, ET AL., 

Defendants. 

 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
 
 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 
459th JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
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Rule of Appellate Procedure 29.1(b). Pursuant to section 6.001, as governmental officers/entities, 

Defendants are not required to file a supersedeas bond for court costs. Defendants’ appeal is 

therefore perfected upon the filing of the notice of appeal. 

Respectfully Submitted. 
 
KEN PAXTON 
Attorney General of Texas 
 
BRENT WEBSTER 
First Assistant Attorney General 
 
GRANT DORFMAN 
Deputy First Assistant Attorney General 
 
SHAWN COWLES 
Deputy Attorney General for Civil Litigation 
 
CHRISTOPHER HILTON 
Division Chief 
General Litigation Division 
 
/s/ Courtney Corbello    
COURTNEY CORBELLO 
Attorney-in-Charge  
Assistant Attorney General  
Texas State Bar No. 24097533 
courtney.corbello@oag.texas.gov   
 
General Litigation Division 
Office of the Attorney General 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
(512) 463-2120 / Fax (512) 320-0667 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANTS 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I, COURTNEY CORBELLO, Assistant Attorney General of Texas, hereby certify that a true 

and correct copy of the foregoing document has been served electronically through the electronic-
filing manager in compliance with TRCP 21a on July 8, 2022 to: 
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REPORTER'S RECORD
VOLUME 1 OF 2 VOLUMES

TRIAL COURT CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-22-002569

PFLAG, INC., ET AL., 
Plaintiffs,

VS.

GREG ABBOTT, ET EL.,  
Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

459TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

_______________________________________________________

HEARING ON MOTION FOR TEMPORARY INJUNCTION

_______________________________________________________

On the 6th day of July, 2022, the following 

proceedings came on to be heard in the above-entitled 

and numbered cause before the Honorable Amy Clark 

Meachum, Judge Presiding, held in Austin, Travis 

County, Texas: 

Proceedings reported by machine shorthand. 
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APPEARANCES

FOR THE PLAINTIFFS:

PAUL D. CASTILLO
SBOT NO. 24049461 
SHELLY L. SKEEN  
SBOT NO. 24010511 
NICHOLAS "GUILLY" GUILLORY
SBOT NO. 24122392 
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND, INC.  
3500 Oak Lawn Avenue, Unit 500 
Dallas, Texas  75219
Phone:  (214) 219-8585 

- AND -

OMAR GONZALEZ-PAGAN  
PRO HAC VICE 
M. CURREY COOK  
PRO HAC VICE 
LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND, INC.  
120 Wall Street, 19th Floor 
New York, New York  10005
Phone:  (212) 809-8585 

- AND - 

BRIAN KLOSTERBOER
SBOT NO. 24107833 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION OF TEXAS  
5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 350 
Houston, Texas  77007
Phone:  (713) 942-8146 

- AND -

ANJANA SAMANT
PRO HAC VICE
CHASE STRANGIO 
PRO HAC VICE
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION OF TEXAS  
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, New York  10004
Phone:  (917) 345-1742 
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APPEARANCES CONTINUED

FOR THE PLAINTIFFS:

MADDY R. DWERTMAN
SBOT NO. 24092371 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P.  
98 San Jacinto Boulevard, Suite 1500 
Austin, Texas  78701
Phone:  (512) 322-2500

FOR THE PLAINTIFFS ADAM & AMBER BRIGGLE AND WANDA ROE:

IAN PITTMAN
SBOT NO. 24064131
SEAN PATRICK KING 
SBOT NO. 24118432 
JORGESON PITTMAN LLP  
11782 Jollyville Road
Austin, Texas 78759
Phone:  (512) 320-0999

FOR THE DEFENDANTS:

COURTNEY CORBELLO
SBOT NO. 24097533 
JOHNATHAN STONE
SBOT NO. 24071779 
TEXAS ATTORNEY GENERAL 
P.O. Box 12548  
Austin, Texas  78711
Phone:  (512) 463-2120 
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in.  Please raise your right hand and be sworn. 

(Witness sworn in.) 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may have a 

seat.  This door swings out.  

MIRABEL VOE,

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. SAMANT:  

Q. Good morning.  

A. Good morning. 

Q. Could you please state your name for the 

record? 

A. Mirabel Voe. 

Q. And are you over the age of 18? 

A. I am. 

Q. How long have you lived in Texas? 

A. I was born and raised here my entire life. 

Q. Do you have any connection to the lawsuit 

PFLAG vs. Abbott?

A. I am.  I am a plaintiff, I am a parent of a 

transgender child who is a plaintiff, and I'm a member 

of PFLAG. 

Q. And is Mirabel Voe your real name? 

A. It is not.  It's a pseudonym. 

Q. Why are you proceeding under a pseudonym?  
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A. I am proceeding under a pseudonym because I 

have learned of other families who have been vocal 

about their support of their child who have been 

ostracized, including attacked, and I want to shield my 

family and myself from that. 

Q. And why are you testifying here today? 

A. I am testifying because, again, I am a 

plaintiff.  My family has been investigated by DFPS.  I 

just want to do what I can in order to -- to protect, 

support, and love my child. 

Q. You mentioned one of your child -- one of your 

children is involved in the lawsuit as well? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And what is this child's name? 

A. Antonio Voe. 

Q. Okay.  And how old is Antonio Voe? 

A. He is 16. 

Q. Is Antonio his real name? 

A. It is not. 

Q. And why is Antonio using a pseudonym? 

A. Again, I do not want his identity to be 

revealed so that he -- you know, {inaudible} other 

people {inaudible} give him a hard time -- 

THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry.  I'm having a 

little bit of a hard time.  I think it's the mask.  
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THE COURT:  I don't -- I mean, 

honestly -- 

THE REPORTER:  Yeah.

THE COURT:  -- I don't want her to --

THE REPORTER:  Okay.

THE COURT:  -- unless she wants to.

THE REPORTER:  That's fine.

THE COURT:  We're just going to have to 

speak a little more clearly.  You can also remove your 

mask if you wish to.  You do not have to.  And so -- 

but you are going to have to be mindful that we need to 

understand you.

THE REPORTER:  Maybe speak a little 

slower, too.

THE WITNESS:  Okay.

THE REPORTER:  It should help.  Just 

enunciate.  Thanks.  Sorry.

THE WITNESS:  Okay.  

Q. (MS. SAMANT)  Ms. Voe, you said that Antonio 

is transgender.  

A. That is correct. 

Q. How did you learn that Antonio is transgender? 

A. In 2020, Antonio came to us and mentioned that 

he was transgender.  All his life I had noticed that he 

didn't really fit the norm that everyone would think, 
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you know, a child should be as born female, so he came 

to us and said that he was transgender. 

Q. And what was your reaction? 

A. My reaction is that he is my child, and I love 

him no matter what. 

Q. And at that time, what was your understanding 

of what it meant to be transgender? 

A. My understanding of what it meant to be 

transgender was that you were born as one gender but 

identified as another.  We at that point decided that 

we would do research as a family.  And out of that 

research, we decided that we would let him socially 

transition. 

Q. And as a parent, what did you observe about 

Antonio after he started socially transitioning? 

A. So before socially transitioning, I noticed 

that with onset of puberty, he started becoming 

distressed, you know, that I -- he -- and then he 

described that it was -- you know, that he was 

transgender.  Once we allowed him to use, you know, the 

correct pronouns to allow him to be his authentic self, 

he began to flourish.  

He's always been an extrovert.  He's been 

really -- you know, he's a great child, he's very 

empathetic, you know, very social.  And before that, I 
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had noticed that he was, you know, introverted.  And 

once he was socially transitioning, he -- he was back 

to his -- his self. 

Q. And just to clarify, you said you had noticed 

he had started to become introverted.  When did you 

notice that that happened? 

A. At puberty.  On the onset of puberty. 

Q. Okay.  Did you seek medical advice for Antonio 

in connection with him being transgender? 

A. I did.  After a year of allowing him to 

socially transition, I noticed that with the 

continuation of puberty, he -- he was still stressed.  

You know, he was still anxious.  And then we decided 

to -- to seek medical and professional advice. 

Q. And did -- the doctor you took him to, did 

they provide a diagnosis? 

A. They did.  The pediatrician diagnosed him with 

gender dysphoria. 

Q. And did the pediatrician make any 

recommendations? 

A. The pediatrician recommended that he begin 

therapy. 

Q. And has Antonio seen a therapist? 

A. He began seeing a therapist that year and then 

has since, so the summer of -- of 2021. 
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Q. And has that therapist made any diagnosis? 

A. The therapist gender -- or diagnosed him with 

gender dysphoria as well. 

Q. And what grade is Antonio in? 

A. When school begins, he will be going to the 

11th grade, so a junior in high school. 

Q. And during the pandemic, did Antonio attend 

school remotely? 

A. He did. 

Q. And how was Antonio as a student during the 

pandemic? 

A. So that was the year that he had just -- prior 

to that had just come out as transgender, had -- we had 

allowed him to begin social transitioning.  And because 

he was home, he -- he flourished.  You know, he was 

able to be his truth authentic self without, you know, 

any other outside forces.  So he's normally, you know, 

a straight A student, served on the student, you know, 

body council, so he was -- it was wonderful. 

Q. And when did Antonio return to in-person 

school? 

A. The 2021-2022 school year. 

Q. And what did you experience -- sorry.  What 

did you observe as Antonio's demeanor once he 

started -- resumed in-person school? 
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A. He was excited.  You know, he was excited that 

he was going to be back with his -- his friends.  He 

was excited that, you know, he was now going to be able 

to go back to school and everybody know who he truly 

was.  But then I also started noticing that, you know, 

he -- he continued to be a little anxious.  You know, 

he continued -- it was, you know, kind of a complex 

situation. 

Q. And did there come a time when you -- did 

there come a time when you found yourself concerned 

about Antonio's well-being? 

A. I did.  So as I had mentioned, you know, going 

back to school, being transgender, you know, I did see, 

you know, that he had anxiety.  But then in February of 

this year when Ken Paxton issued his opinion and then 

Abbott issued the directive, it really made a turn for 

the worse in Antonio's demeanor and Antonio's life and 

all of our lives. 

Q. And did something significant happen with 

respect to Antonio's health or well-being? 

A. Yes.  He made an attempt upon his life. 

Q. And how did you learn that your son attempted 

to take his own life? 

A. He had been throwing up, so I decided to take 

him to urgent care, and they -- when we pulled up into 
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the urgent care, he turned to me and stated that he had 

ingested an entire -- an entire bottle of aspirin. 

Q. Do you recall the date on which this happened? 

A. February 22nd. 

Q. And when he told you that he had injected an 

entire bottle -- ingested an entire bottle of aspirin, 

what was your reaction? 

A. So first, you know, I -- we rushed him to -- 

into the emergency room.  And when they began to do the 

intake and stabilize him, they asked him there, the 

nurse, in my presence, why he did what he did.  And he 

stated that the political environment, you know, the 

directive that Abbott had issued, you know, the other 

issues of being transgender at school, along with just 

gender dysphoria is what caused him to do what he did. 

Q. And what did -- you said that you had taken 

Antonio to the emergency room, correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay.  Was Antonio discharged? 

A. He stayed in -- at the hospital for two days 

and then discharged to a psychiatric facility. 

Q. And how long was Antonio at the psychia- -- 

psychiatric facility for? 

A. About nine days or so. 

Q. And did Antonio receive any therapy there? 
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A. He did.  He had daily group therapy, he had 

individual therapy, and he had family therapy as well. 

Q. And can you describe, what was your life like 

when Antonio returned home? 

A. Well, we were relieved he was home with us, 

but with the ongoing knowledge of what was happening 

with the State, you know, that -- we were all beyond 

anxious.  You know, we were stressed beyond measure.  

We were just making sure that -- wanting to make sure 

that he was okay. 

Q. I wanted to go back quickly.  When you took 

Antonio to the pediatrician, did the pediatrician, upon 

giving a diagnosis, also give any recommendation of 

medical care? 

A. She did. 

Q. Okay.  So going back to now once Antonio came 

home with you after being released from the psychiatric 

facility, were -- was there a time when the state 

actually investigated you? 

A. Yes.  Shortly after Antonio was released -- he 

was released I believe on the 9th.  And on the 11th, a 

CPS investigator arrived at our home. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Your Honor, just for the 

record, I'd -- I'd like to state that at this point 

plaintiffs have now entered into evidence about the 
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before you make any offer. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Yes, Your Honor.  Just to 

be clear, I don't know that we'll be introducing the 

investigatory files with this witness.  So it's up to 

the Court when you want to have that hearing, but I'll 

just tell -- say for the Court that it might not be 

necessary right this second. 

THE COURT:  Before you make any offer of 

any of those exhibits, you're going to need to first 

have a motion of temporary sealing order with the 

Court.  Do you understand?  

MS. CORBELLO:  Yes, Your Honor.  We 

have -- we have those hard copy and also on file. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Now let's 

proceed. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Okay.

MS. SAMANT:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

Q. (BY MS. SAMANT)  Ms. Voe, I just want to 

refresh where we left off before the break.  You 

were -- I had asked you about what -- what life was 

like when Antonio had been discharged and had come back 

home with you and your family.  

A. Again, we were relieved that he was home.  We 

were relieved that, you know, I can now physically see 

him, but it was stressful, and our anxiety levels were 
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through the roof. 

Q. And were there -- what in particular were you 

concerned about at that point? 

A. Mostly that there was this looming directive 

out there from the state that I've only known as home, 

that because I love my child enough to take him for 

gender care, that they were labelling me as an abuser, 

or any parent that was doing this, and that they could 

potentially come to my home and rip it apart. 

Q. And did, in fact, a CPS investigator come to 

your home? 

A. They did. 

Q. And what happened when the investigator 

arrived? 

A. She arrived at my home.  She knocked on the 

door.  I opened the door assuming at that point that 

she was there to speak of the attempt and treatment he 

had received or treatment that we were on for the 

attempt.  But she walked into my living room and stated 

that they had been instructed to make my case -- or 

cases such as mine a priority and that I had been 

reported by the psychiatric facility that my son was at 

for being an alleged perpetrator of child abuse. 

Q. And did -- did the investigator ask you any 

questions while she was there? 
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A. She did.  She sat down at my table and she 

asked all sorts and manners of questions.  You know, 

they were all intrusive.  They were all very personal.  

She wanted to know about, you know, the gender 

dysphoria diagnosis.  She wanted to know about any 

treatment.  She asked my, you know, son questions, 

interviewed him as well.  She took pictures of, 

you know, his -- his body, his arms, his legs, his 

torso to see if there were any injuries. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Your Honor, so as not to 

interrupt the flow, I'd just like to make a running 

objection to this line of questioning as having waived 

what this Court considers a motion in limine filed by 

the plaintiffs. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.  You have a 

running objection.  

Q. (BY MS. SAMANT)  And as the investigator was 

asking Antonio these questions, what did you observe 

as -- to be Antonio's demeanor and reaction? 

A. As his mother I know him.  I know him very 

well in and out, and I noticed that he was becoming 

more and more increasingly anxious.  He was fidgeting.  

You know, he was beginning to sweat.  He looked scared.  

That was my observation. 

Q. And what was your reaction to the questions 
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Q. And what did CPS say about the 

incorrectly-signed medical release, if anything? 

A. They asked me -- she continually called and 

left messages and asked me to resign it.  I -- she then 

showed up at my home unannounced.  My child told me at 

that point -- you know, my oldest child told me at that 

point that, you know -- or told her that I was working.  

And so then in the interim, I had learned of the 

temporary injunction that had been put in place by the 

courts for these types of cases.  And so when I did 

finally speak to her, I mentioned that I was seeking 

legal counsel and that I would not be signing the form. 

Q. And after you informed her that you wouldn't 

be signing the form and you were seeking counsel, did 

CPS continue to try to contact you? 

A. They did. 

Q. And when did CPS last contact you? 

A. I do not know the actual date, but I do know 

that it was the day that the temporary restraining 

order hearing had occurred for this case. 

Q. In this case? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.  And is the investigation 

still open at this time? 

A. It is. 
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Q. Ms. Voe, how has the investigation impacted 

your life? 

A. It's devastated our lives.  You know, again, 

you know, there's a stigma that comes with being 

investigated by CPS, you know, by being called a bad 

parent.  Antonio has had to stay home and finish out 

the school year at home.  You know, my youngest is now 

on -- in therapy as well.  Antonio's medication has 

been increased because his anxiety and his depression, 

you know, has substantially gone up again.  We watch 

him to make sure there isn't another crisis, because we 

have this looming over our heads at all times, 

you know, that CPS could at any point potentially come 

to our home and take my children away from me.  

You know, it's affected us in every 

aspect that it can medically, physically, emotionally, 

and, you know, to a certain extent financially.  I have 

a medical condition that flares up with stress, and so 

because I have two jobs, my second job requires me to 

stand for long periods of time, and I'm not able to 

pick up as many shifts as I normally would because my 

legs are hurting.  

My oldest has decided to take -- she quit 

her full-time job to take a part-time job working from 

home so that she can always be available as well when 
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I'm not to make sure that there isn't another crisis 

with my son. 

Q. And what do you hope for your family through 

this lawsuit? 

A. My hope is that we can put this behind us, 

that my child -- that, one, I will not be labeled a 

child abuser; two, that my child can continue to 

receive his medical necessary treatment that has been 

prescribed to him.  My hope is that my child can live 

his true authentic self, that no other family will have 

to go through what we go through, that no other child, 

no matter how they identify, knows that they are 

valuable, they're -- they're an invaluable part of 

society, and that no other child will have to think 

that there is no other recourse than to try and take 

their life because the State is threatening to take 

them from a home that loves them and that cares enough 

to take them for treatment. 

MS. SAMANT:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. CORBELLO:

Q. Mirabel, you don't work for D- -- DFPS, right? 

A. I do not. 

Q. And you don't have any personal knowledge of 

how DFPS conducts intakes of reports of child abuse, do 
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THE COURT:  23 is admitted.  

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 23 admitted.)

Q. (BY MR. COOK)  Mr. Bond, do the bylaws outline 

the structure of PFLAG? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is PFLAG a membership organization? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. How do people become members of PFLAG? 

A. People become members of PFLAG either through 

their local chapter or through the national office. 

Q. To clarify, if someone becomes a member 

through a local chapter of PFLAG, do they also become a 

member of the national organization? 

A. Yes.  The chapter sends a portion of those 

proceeds and the roster to the national office making 

them a member of the national organization. 

Q. Okay.  So two routes? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Someone can join PFLAG national directly or 

become a member through the local chapter? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And what role do members play within the 

organization? 

A. Members play an important role in the 

governance of the organization nationally.  You want me 
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regional director and the chapters directly.  We do 

forums, town halls, things like that.  Chapters -- or 

members all have my email dres -- arres -- dres -- 

gosh, excuse me -- address.  And, in fact, last night I 

was with some Austin PFLAG chapter members last night. 

Q. Thank you.  You mentioned that you have 

chapters across the country.  Do you have chapters in 

Texas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many? 

A. Seventeen. 

Q. And where are they located? 

A. Everywhere from Beaumont to El Paso, places 

like -- big cities like, obviously, Houston, Austin, 

Fort Worth, Dallas, but places like San An- -- 

San Angelo, Midland, Odessa, across the state. 

Q. Okay.  And you have PFLAG members who join 

through their Texas chapters and now belong to the 

national organization? 

A. Correct.  The majority come through the 

chapters. 

Q. And you also have members who -- you also have 

members who live in Texas but have joined the national 

organization directly? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. Okay.  Approximately how many Texas members do 

you have, counting the ones that joined through their 

local chapters and directly with national PFLAG? 

A. Sure.  I think today is approxi- -- probably 

around a little over 700. 

Q. And do you have a sense of how many of those 

members have children who are transgender? 

A. I don't have a specific sense.  I know from 

each and every one that I've heard from and from our 

chapters across the state there -- there are family 

members there that have kids, they have transgender 

kids, they care about transgender kids, and they're 

focused on that. 

Q. Okay.  You mentioned earlier that through the 

systems you have in place with PFLAG, you were hearing 

from your members in the wake of Attorney General Ken 

Paxton's opinion, Governor Abbott's directive, and 

DFPS' implementation of that.  What kind of support, if 

any, has PFLAG provided to Texas members with 

transgender children? 

A. Sure.  A considerable amount of support has 

been on the ground, peer-to-peer support within our 

chapters, also trying to provide guidance on how to 

seek additional support or -- or just candidly bringing 

people together, walking through how to get through 
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this. 

Q. And why did you provide the support that you 

just described? 

A. Because this is important.  These are families 

just trying to keep their kids safe, and these families 

are terrified. 

Q. Today you heard the testimony just now from 

Mirabel Voe.  Is she under investigation by DFPS? 

A. Yes. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Objection; lack of 

foundation. 

MR. COOK:  Your Honor, he just said that 

he heard the testimony from Ms. Voe, and she testified. 

THE COURT:  Yeah.  Overruled.  

Q. (BY MS. CORBELLO)  Is Ms. Voe a PFLAG member? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you aware of other PFLAG members currently 

being investigated by DFPS? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay.  How so? 

A. Through the declarations, through these court 

proceedings, chapter individuals telling me so. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Objection as to the 

hearsay portion of his testimony. 

THE COURT:  It is hearsay as to that 
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happening with your members in Texas? 

A. It was a combination of people reaching out 

directly to PFLAG national, telling them what was going 

on.  It was a -- it was a combination -- or partially 

from hearing from my team, who works directly with 

individuals in Texas, and from our regional director as 

well.  This was not a secret.  This was scary.  This is 

what was happening.  And we have parents trying to 

figure out did they need to leave the state.  You know, 

they were getting notifications from doctors that, 

sorry, we may not be able to help you anymore.  I mean, 

this is about protecting their kids and trying to keep 

their kids from harm.  So that -- that's how we heard 

about it.  Like, what do we do next?  How do we protect 

our families?  How do we protect our kids?  

Q. And you testified by what was happening.  What 

do you mean by what was happening? 

A. By the directive and then the investigations 

by the agency. 

Q. Okay.  And that includes members being 

investigated? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, I'd like to switch to some questions 

about PFLAG's mission and vision.  What is PFLAG's 

vision? 
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A. So our -- our -- our mission is to create a 

caring, just, and affirming world for LGBTQ+ 

individuals and their families.  Our vision is for an 

equitable world where LGBTQ+ plus individuals are safe, 

celebrated, empowered, and loved. 

Q. As executive director, is it part of your job 

to ensure PFLAG's mission is carried out? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. And what do you do to ensure that PFLAG 

achieves its mission? 

A. Part of that is to ensure that we are 

adequately supporting our pillars, whether it be around 

support with our chapter network on the ground, 

especially with what's going on right now, pillar 

around education, again, to make sure people know 

what's going on and to provide multiple avenues for 

people to be aware of that, and third, it's around 

advocacy, to speak out in support of individuals' 

families speaking out in support of their kids. 

Q. Why is advocacy around their kids in an 

integral society part of your mission?

A. I think that once people hear individual 

stories, their journeys, that they -- they -- we live 

everywhere, that we're part of their community, the 

more those stories can be shared and/or share what 
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Court your formal education and training? 

A. Yes.  I have a bachelor of science from the 

Indiana University.  I also have a medical degree from 

Indiana University School of Medicine in Indianapolis, 

Indiana.  I have a general pediatrics residency from 

the Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt.  And I have a 

fellowship training in pediatric endocrinology from the 

Cincinnati Children's Hospital. 

Q. Dr. Brady, are you board certified? 

A. Yes.  I am board certified in both general 

pediatrics as well as pediatric endocrinology. 

Q. Do you hold any academic positions? 

A. Yes.  I'm an assistant professor of general 

pediatrics at the Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

Q. Do you practice medicine? 

A. Yes.  I practice medicine in the division of 

endocrinol- -- pediatric endocrinology here, and I am a 

clinical director of two specialty clinics within 

pediatric endocrinology. 

Q. You mentioned that you're a clinical director 

of two specialty clinics.  Which are these clinics?  

A. The two specialty clinics that I am a medical 

director of are a Differences of Sex Development Clinic 

as well as a gender dysphoria clinic or a gender clinic 

for adolescents. 
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Q. How many patients do you treat at the 

Pediatric and Adolescent Gender Clinic? 

A. I see over 200 patients at the gender clinic. 

Q. As part of your practice at the gender clinic, 

are there any clinical guidelines that you utilize or 

follow? 

A. Yes.  The clinical guidelines that I utilize 

and follow are the -- the Endocrine Society Clinical 

Practice Guidelines for the care of gender dysphoria or 

incongruence, as well as the WPATH, the World 

Professional Association of Transgender Health 

Standards of Care. 

Q. As part of your practice, do you keep up to 

date with the scientific literature regarding the 

nature and treatment of gender dysphoria? 

A. I do.  It is part of our practice and part of 

our team to keep up to date. 

Q. As part of your practice, do you keep up to 

date with the scientific literature regarding the 

nature of treatment of gender dysphoria as it pertains 

to adolescents? 

A. Yes.  In particular as it -- as it pertains to 

adolescents, as those are the typical age group or type 

of patient we are seeing. 

Q. Have you published or conducted any research 
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THE COURT:  The Court is accepting 

Dr. Brady as an expert, and that's all the Court needs 

to do at this time.  

MR. STONE:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Thank you, 

Your Honor.  

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, what is 

gender dysphoria? 

A. Gender dysphoria is a medical condition that 

is the distress associated with the individual having a 

gender identity that does not match their sex assigned 

at birth. 

Q. Is gender dysphoria a diagnosis that is used 

for adolescents? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes.  Gender dysphoria is a diagnosis for 

adolescents.  It is described in the DSM-V, as well as 

ICD-10.

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  You mentioned that 

gender dysphoria is a medical condition.  Where is it 

recognized? 

A. It is recognized in the ICD-10. 

Q. What are the symptoms of gender dysphoria? 

A. The symptoms of gender dysphoria can be from 
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anxiety to depression to suicidal ideation. 

Q. Are there risks associated with gender 

dysphoria if it is left untreated? 

A. Yes.  If gender dysphoria is left untreated, 

this distress can worsen and lead to further 

psychiatric comorbidities and -- and -- and then that 

suicide risk which equates to -- to death?  

Q. Dr. Brady, have you developed expert opinions 

with regards to this case? 

A. Yes, I have developed expert opinions.  And 

given that I'm a pediatric endocrinologist that sees 

adolescents with gender dysphoria daily, I do provide 

medically-necessary care that is evidence-based 

utilizing standards of care that are peer-reviewed and 

recognized by societies across the country, medical 

societies across the country.  

I am very concerned with the directives 

from the Attorney General, as well as the Governor, 

that by banning this care -- 

MR. STONE:  Objection -- 

A. -- there would be increased risk -- 

MR. STONE:  -- narrative.

A. -- for these comorbidities -- 

THE COURT:  Hold on.

A. -- including increased risk -- 
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can speak to -- 

THE COURT:  Overruled as to your 

objection, but -- but this needs to be question and 

answer.  You cannot just say to an expert, Give me all 

of your opinions. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Understood, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  That is not how we can do 

things.  You have to ask her -- they have to be broken 

up in question and answer form. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Understood, 

Your Honor.  We were just providing a high-level 

roadmap for the Court. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, earlier 

you mentioned that you followed certain guidelines as 

part of your clinical practice; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Dr. Brady, if you can open what has been 

pre-marked as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 7.  

A. Okay.  

Q. Dr. Brady, do you recognize this document? 

A. Yes.  It's the endocrine guideline for the 

treatment of gender dysphoria. 

Q. Are these the guidelines to which you referred 

earlier that you follow in your practice?
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A. Yes. 

Q. Who publishes these guidelines? 

A. Endocrine Society.  And these are within a 

journal called the Journal of Clinical Endocrinology 

and Metabolism. 

Q. Is this journal a peer-reviewed journal? 

A. Yes, it is a peer-reviewed journal and has a 

good rating score. 

Q. Are the Endocrine Society guidelines contained 

in Exhibit 7 evidence-based? 

A. Yes, they're evidence-based.  They utilize 

research to support their conclusions. 

Q. In your professional opinion and as part of 

your research and practice, are these guidelines that 

are generally accepted in the medical community?  

MR. STONE:  Your Honor, objection; this 

assumes facts not in evidence.  He has not offered 

Exhibit 7, but he's asking questions specifically about 

this document and about whether or not it's -- she's 

relied on it and specifically about what it found. 

THE COURT:  7?  

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Your Honor -- 

THE COURT:  I think right now I'm 

sustaining that. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Your Honor, 
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Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, let -- let 

me ask you about the guidelines.  Are these guidelines 

that are generally accepted within the medical 

community? 

A. Yes.  And they're generally accepted by major 

organizations such as American Academy of Pediatrics 

and Pediatric Endocrine Society and others. 

Q. Do you consider this -- in light of that 

general acceptance and your use of these guidelines, do 

you consider these clinical practice guidelines to be a 

reliable treatise by which you conduct your practice? 

A. I do. 

Q. Dr. Brady, can I turn to -- your attention to 

Page 3870 of the exhibit?  

A. Sorry.  I'm there. 

Q. Beginning with the first full sentence that 

starts with "recommend," can you read to us what the 

guidelines dictate with regards to the provision of 

hormone therapy and puberty blockers for adolescents 

with gender dysphoria? 

A. Are you talking about the very, very beginning 

of the 3870?  

Q. Yes, the sentence starts "We recommend."  It's 

part of -- 

A. Yes, yes.  "We recommend treating 
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gender-dysphoric/gender-incongruent adolescents who 

have entered puberty at Tanner Stage G2/B2 by 

suppression with gonadotropin-releasing hormone 

agonists.  Clinicians may add gender-affirming hormones 

after a multidisciplinary team has conferred with the 

persistence of gender dysphoria/gender incongruence and 

sufficient mental capacity to give informed consent to 

this partially irreversible treatment."  

Do you want me to keep going?  

Q. Can you please keep going until the next 

several sentences?

THE REPORTER:  And can she slow down when 

she's reading?

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  And, Dr. Brady, if 

you -- 

THE REPORTER:  Thank you.

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN) -- can please slow 

down a bit when you're reading.  

A. Oh, I'm sorry.  Yeah.  Sorry.  Let me go back 

to that.  

Q. I believe it starts "Most adolescents."  

A. Yes.  "Most adolescents have this capacity by 

age 16 years old.  We recognize that there may be 

compelling reasons to initiate sex hormone treatment 

prior to age 16 years, although there is minimal 
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published experience treating prior to 13 and a half to 

14 years of age.  For the care of peri-pubertal youths 

and older adolescents, we recommend that an expert 

multidisciplinary team comprised of medical 

professionals and mental health professionals manage 

this treatment.  The treating physician must confirm 

the criteria" -- 

Q. Dr. Brady, that's okay.  Thank you.  

A. Okay.  Thanks. 

Q. Dr. Brady, you earlier also mentioned that you 

utilized the WPATH Standards of Care as a -- as a 

clinical guideline within your practice; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long have the WPATH Standards of Care have 

been in use? 

A. For many decades. 

Q. When was the current version of the WPATH 

Standards of Care published? 

A. 2012. 

Q. Do you know whether the WPATH Standards of 

Care are being updated? 

A. Yes, they are being updated and likely 

published within the next few months.  We were told 

summer of 2022. 

Q. Have you reviewed the draft of the new version 
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of the WPATH Standards of Care? 

A. Yes.  Members of the WPATH were given the 

opportunity to review the -- the draft. 

Q. Does the new version of the standards of care 

recommend that you use puberty hormones and hormones as 

treatment for adolescent gender dysphoria? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Rephrase your question. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, you just 

read into the record that the Endocrine Society 

guidelines recommend the use of puberty blockers and 

hormones as treatment for adolescent gender dysphoria.  

Do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that recommendation -- are the WPATH 

Standards of Care consistent with that recommendation 

containing the Endocrine Society guidelines? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes.  The WPATH Standards of Care also 

recommend pubertal-blocking treatment and 

gender-affirming hormone therapy to adolescents with 

gender dysphoria. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  And you mentioned 

that you -- you have reviewed a draft of the new 
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version of the WPATH Standards of Care.  Do you recall 

that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does the new version of the standards of care 

also recommend the use of puberty blockers and hormones 

as treatment for adolescent gender dysphoria? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled as to leading.  

Though, Mr. Gonzalez-Pagan, you must go a little 

slower -- 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Understood, 

Your Honor.

THE COURT:  -- or Ms. Racanelli is going 

to chastise you, and she is much scarier than I am.  

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  I believe that. 

THE COURT:  Go ahead.

Q. (MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  You may answer, 

Dr. Brady.  

A. Yes. 

Q. In your opinion as a practicing pediatric 

endocrinologist in the field of trea- -- of gender 

care, are the WPATH Standards of Care generally 

accepted within the medical community? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 
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A. Yes, they are as well, similar to the 

endocrine clinical practice guidelines.

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Are they based on 

scientific study and research? 

A. Yes, they are as well.  They contain 

peer-reviewed, evidence-based studies. 

Q. Dr. Brady, as part of your care of adolescents 

with gender dysphoria, what is the treatment that you 

provide these adolescents? 

A. The treatment I provide to adolescents with 

gender dysphoria that is medical treatment involves 

pubertal-blocking hormones as well as gender-affirming 

hormones. 

Q. Is any treatment provided to a patient prior 

to puberty? 

A. No. 

Q. What is the goal of treatment for gender 

dysphoria in adolescents? 

A. The goal of treatment is to alleviate the 

distress associated with the gender dysphoria. 

Q. As a practicing physician in this field, do 

you regularly speak with providers of other gender 

clinics across the country to -- to inform your 

practice? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 
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THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Does that include 

providers in Texas? 

A. Yes, I -- I speak with providers in Texas as 

well. 

Q. Dr. Brady, to your knowledge, is treatment 

provided in clinics in Texas different from the 

treatment that you provide at your clinic? 

MR. STONE:  Objection, Your Honor; lack 

of personal knowledge under 602.  Also, this question 

is leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. No.  

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, you 

mentioned that you provide puberty blockers as a 

treatment for gender dysphoria in adolescents; is that 

right. 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Based on your knowledge of the research and 

your clinical experience, do you consider the provision 

of this care to be safe? 

MR. STONE:  Objection, Your Honor; 

leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 
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A. Yes.  I use pubertal blockers for this 

population as well as individuals with central 

precocious puberty, and they are safe in both those 

populations. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Are puberty blockers 

reversible? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you consider it a use of puberty 

blockers to treat gender -- is -- Dr. Brady, is the use 

of puberty blockers effective to treat gender dysphoria 

in adolescents? 

MR. STONE:  Objection, Your Honor; 

leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes.  The use of pubertal blockers is 

effective in treating gender dysphoria in adolescents.  

Not only based on my clinical experience have I seen 

that, but there are studies to support that. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, you 

mentioned that you use puberty blockers to treat also 

central precocious puberty; is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are the side effects of the treatment of 

puberty blockers comparable when used to treat central 

precocious puberty as opposed to gender dysphoria? 
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MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes, the side effect for -- of pubertal 

blockers is the same for all populations that use them.

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, you also 

mentioned that you provide hormone therapy; is that 

right? 

A. Yes.  I provide gender-affirming hormone 

therapy to gender -- to adolescents with gender 

dysphoria.  And I also provide hormone therapy to 

individuals who might have conditions such as 

hypogonadism and may need estrogen or testosterone to 

go into puberty. 

Q. Is the use of hormone therapy to treat gender 

dysphoria safe? 

MR. STONE:  Objection, Your Honor; 

leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. Yes. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN) Is the use of hormone 

therapy -- in your opinion, is the use of hormone 

therapy to treat gender dysphoria effective? 

MR. STONE:  Objection, Your Honor; 

leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 
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A. Yes.  The use of gender-affirming hormone 

treatment in adolescents with gender dysphoria is safe 

and effective.  I base that off my clinical experience 

and evidence-based guidelines. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Brady, what is 

the basis for your opinions that these treatments are 

safe and effective? 

A. So I have many years of clinical experience, 

and -- and there are published evidence-based studies 

that have been peer-reviewed that also support this. 

Q. Dr. Brady, are there any risks if -- of not 

providing treatment when a child -- when an adolescent 

has gender dysphoria? 

A. Yes.  If we do not provide treatment to 

adolescents with gender dysphoria, they may have an 

increased risk for anxiety, depression, and suicide 

depending on where they are with their mental health. 

Q. Are there risks associated with interrupting 

the provision of this care? 

A. Yes.  If we interrupt this care -- the same 

goes forth that there are risks for mental health, 

complications, and suicide, but if you also interrupt 

any of these medical treatments abruptly, there can 

also be a significant medical change that can occur, 

too, that needs to be monitored and handled closely by 
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experienced physicians. 

Q. Dr. Brady, in your clinical experience and 

based on your review of the literature, is the 

provision of this care harmful for adolescents with 

gender dysphoria? 

MR. STONE:  Objection; leading. 

THE COURT:  Overruled. 

A. No.  In my -- in my experience, as well as my 

review of the literature of this, this is not harmful 

to adolescents with gender dysphoria. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  That's all at this 

time, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Stone. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. STONE:

Q. Good morning, Dr. Brady.  

A. Good morning. 

Q. How many patients have you prescribed puberty 

blockers to that did not have a diagnosis of gender 

dysphoria but believed that they were the wrong gender? 

A. Can you repeat that one more time?  

Q. How many minor patients have you prescribed 

puberty blockers to that did not have a diagnosis of 

gender dysphoria but believed that they were the wrong 

gender? 
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Q. What is it? 

A. It is a statement, I don't know by who, but it 

was by a representative of the Department stating that 

there are no -- there were no current investigations at 

the time of the statement. 

Q. And how did you first encounter this 

statement? 

A. It was in a news article.  I can't remember 

exactly when I saw it, but I believe the article was 

published on the 22nd of that month.

MR. KLOSTERBOER:  Your Honor, plaintiffs 

move to admit Exhibit 3 into evidence. 

MS. CORBELLO:  No objection with the same 

understanding about individual versus legal opinions. 

THE COURT:  The Court still has that same 

understanding.  3 is admitted.  

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 3 admitted.)

Q. (BY MR. KLOSTERBOER)  Ms. Mulanax, in the days 

following the Governor's letter and this statement, 

what happened?  

A. Cases in regards to specific allegations 

started to come into Travis County. 

Q. Before February 22nd, had you personally 

encountered any of the cases involving these specific 

allegations? 
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A. I had not. 

Q. What else happened -- or what -- what 

guidance, if any, were you given following 

February 22nd? 

A. There was a meeting held on February 24th, 

just a couple of days after the order came out.  I was 

not present for the entire meeting, but I did get on 

the tail end, and I also received notes from the 

meeting, and I spoke with my program director at the 

time and other supervisors in my unit who were on the 

meeting stating that we were instructed not to put 

anything about these cases in writing via email or text 

message through our work devices, and we were only to 

staff them through phone calls or in person or through 

Teams and that we were to refer to them as specific 

cases I believe was the verbiage. 

Q. Could you turn to what's marked as Plaintiffs' 

Exhibit 15?  

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Do you recognize this document? 

A. I do. 

Q. What is it? 

A. These are the meeting notes that I was emailed 

from my regional director. 

Q. And when did you -- 
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A. At the time.  Sorry.

Q. When did you receive that email? 

A. I believe it was the same day as the meeting 

was held, so the 24th.

MR. KLOSTERBOER:  Your Honor, plaintiffs 

move to admit Exhibit 15 into evidence.

MS. CORBELLO:  Your Honor, we would 

object on the basis of relevance.  Ms. Mulanax has not 

testified to any knowledge of whether anything within 

this exhibit is still in effect today.  This is a 

temporary injunction hearing about current and future 

harm, and this document is, again, from five months 

ago.  It has no relevance as to what's occurring today, 

at least insomuch as her testimony has provided. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.   

MR. KLOSTERBOER:  Your Honor, is 

Exhibit 15 now admitted?  

THE COURT:  15's admitted.  

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 15 admitted.) 

MR. KLOSTERBOER:  Thank you.  

Q. (BY MR. STONE)  After this -- the meeting that 

you held on February 24th, what other guidance, if any, 

were you given? 

A. That these cases were not eligible for 

priority none status or a PN if it fit the current 
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policy and that they were also not eligible for 

administrative closure if it fit the current policy. 

Q. How does that compare to the policies that you 

followed before February 22nd? 

A. It is -- in my opinion, it was discriminatory 

towards these cases because the only other cases 

prioritized that way were child death investigations or 

cases involving children in conservatorship. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Your Honor, I'm going 

to -- Your Honor, I'm going to object to this question 

and answer.  Ms. Mulanax previously testified she never 

personally encountered an investigation like this, so I 

don't know how she's testifying to the policy on them. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.

Q. (BY MR. STONE)  Turning to the policies, can 

you turn to what's marked as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 16?  

A. Okay. 

Q. Do you recognize this document?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. What is it? 

A. It is part of the CPS handbook stating the 

foundation for investigations.

MR. KLOSTERBOER:  Your Honor, plaintiffs 

move to admit Exhibit 16 into evidence. 

MS. CORBELLO:  No objection. 
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WANDA ROE,

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. GUILLORY:  

Q. What brings you here today? 

A. I am a plaintiff in the case.  I'm a member of 

PFLAG.  But most importantly for me, I'm here to 

protect the rights of myself and my son who is 

transgender. 

Q. Wanda Roe is not your real name, correct? 

A. It is not. 

Q. Is Wanda Roe a pseudonym? 

A. It is. 

Q. Why are you proceeding under a pseudonym? 

A. Because I need to protect the identity of my 

family to prevent us from being harassed or suffer any 

violence or retaliation for seeking to protect our 

rights. 

Q. Why do you feel -- hold on.  You mentioned 

your son Tommy.  You mentioned your son.  For the 

purposes of the lawsuit, what is his name? 

A. His name is Tommy Roe. 

Q. Is Tommy Roe a pseudonym? 

A. It is. 

Q. You mentioned earlier that Tommy is 
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transgender.  What did you do when you learned Tommy 

was transgender? 

A. Well, I cried for a week, but my immediate 

reaction, because I could see that he was nervous and 

shaking when he told me, was to hug him, simply hug him 

and tell him that I loved him and tell him that 

everything was going to be okay.  

I then took the next week to find myself 

a counselor because I needed to deal with my own issues 

that were not a part of what Tommy was going through, 

but also we did go to his primary care physician to 

discover what we needed to do next. 

Q. And what did that primary care physician 

recommend, if anything? 

A. The primary care physician recommended -- or 

referred Tommy to a gender-affirming specialist. 

Q. Have any of these providers made any diagnosis 

in connection with Tommy being transgender? 

A. They have.  They diagnosed him with gender 

dysphoria. 

Q. Have these providers made any recommendations 

pertaining to Tommy's gender dysphoria? 

A. They have recommended counseling, and they 

have recommended gender-affirming therapy in terms of 

hormone therapy. 
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Q. Does Tommy live openly as a boy? 

A. He does. 

Q. What observations have you made from seeing 

Tommy live authentically as himself? 

A. He is so much happier.  He used to be -- he's 

so -- he was almost invisible.  He didn't want people 

to see him or look at him.  I didn't understand why.  

If we were out, he would always walk behind me in my 

shadow.  He never wanted to speak to people directly.  

He never could make eye contact.  And he seemed so sad, 

just sad all the time.  And since he's been able to be 

himself and present as himself, he has been happier.  

He comes out of his room.  He joins us for family 

discussions.  He's a completely different person. 

Q. You mentioned earlier an investigation.  How 

did you learn about the investigation? 

A. So I got a text from my son who was at school 

telling me he had something important to tell me, but 

he was too upset to discuss it on the phone.  I went to 

pick him up from school.  And on the way home from 

school, we had dropped off some other friends, and 

another one of my sons called me to say that there was 

someone waiting for me at my house to investigate me -- 

or to ask me questions about, you know, a CPS 

investigation.  And that's when Tommy looked at me and 
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was very upset but did say to me, That's what I was 

going to talk to you about.  I got pulled out of class 

today and interviewed by a CPS investigator, and that 

person was waiting -- that same person was waiting for 

me at my house. 

Q. And what did that CPS caseworker tell you? 

MS. CORBELLO:  Your Honor, at this time 

I'd like to make a running objection that plaintiffs 

have now opened the door and waived what this Court has 

construed as a motion in limine that they filed earlier 

today. 

THE COURT:  But now is not the proper 

time to do that, I don't think.  I think the proper 

time is when you ask your questions or you make an 

offer.  So you're just putting them on notice, and 

there's no ruling for the Court to make at this time. 

MS. CORBELLO:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

MR. GUILLORY:  Your Honor, I'll proceed, 

but for the record, we're not waiving any arguments 

made in our motion to exclude, and we will off- -- and 

if offered during cross, the investigation or the audio 

recording, we will make specific and timely objections. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may proceed.

Q. (BY MR. GUILLORY)  I'll ask the question 

again.  What did the CPS caseworker tell you? 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

149

A. She told me that she needed to come into my 

house and interview everybody that was in my house, 

living in the household.  And I asked why, and she said 

that a report had been made charging me with child 

abuse and that the child abuse was because I had been 

accused of giving gender-affirming care to my son. 

Q. Did the caseworker tell you anything about how 

these investigations were being investigated? 

A. She told me that she had to investigate 

because this -- a report was made, was given top 

priority over all -- all other CPS cases, that any case 

involving a parent giving gender-affirming therapy to 

their minor child was to be prioritized above every 

other case as directed by Governor Abbott. 

Q. And you mentioned that the caseworker said you 

were being investigated because you had a transgender 

child.  Did she give you any other reason why you were 

being investigated? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you heard from CPS since? 

A. Yes.  I -- we engaged a lawyer, legal 

representation, after the interview was over.  And we 

received an email asking for a letter from Tommy's 

doctor stating that hormone therapy was reversible. 

Q. Was there any other requirement of that 
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letter? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Okay.  And when was this request for a 

physician letter made? 

A. Early June. 

Q. Okay.  How has the CPS investigation affected 

Tommy? 

A. Well, we began to lose him again.  He went 

back into his shell.  I mean, it was just devastating.  

It was -- it has been so harmful to our family and 

particularly to Tommy.  His grades dropped.  He was 

a -- he was a grade A student.  His grades dropped.  He 

couldn't focus on anything.  And he couldn't finish the 

school year on campus.  He was always looking over his 

shoulder wondering if someone was going to come and 

take him out or take him away, so he had to finish up 

the school year from home. 

Q. And how has the CPS investigation affected 

your family as a whole? 

A. It's been awful, absolutely devastating.  We 

are a family that, you know, automatically believes 

that we live on the right side of the law.  We love our 

community.  We chose to live in Texas.  We're very much 

a part of the community around us.  I have a son -- 

autistic son who is very much a part of the special 
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opinions on the science related to the treatment of 

gender dysphoria in minors to give in this case? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Okay.  

MR. STONE:  At this time, Your Honor, 

defendants designate Dr. Cantor as an expert on the 

science relating to the treatment of gender dysphoria 

in minors. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Objection, 

Your Honor.  Pursuant to Rule 705(b) of the Rules of 

Evidence, we're allowed to conduct a voir dire.  I 

don't believe that enough has been presented. 

THE COURT:  You can conduct a voir dire 

at this moment, yes.

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  And, Counsel, have 

you shared the exhibits with -- plaintiffs' exhibits 

with Dr. Cantor?

MR. STONE:  We shared the exhibits that 

you provided to us previously.  

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 

BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:

Q. Good afternoon, Dr. Cantor.  

A. Good afternoon. 

Q. You're not a physician, correct? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. You do not hold any medical degree; is that 

right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. You have only practiced clinical psychology in 

Canada; is that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Earlier you referenced that you provided 

testimony in a transgender rights -- in a case 

involving transgender youth.  Do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you familiar with the Eknes-Tucker v. Ivey 

case in Alabama? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You testified in a hearing in that case; is 

that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Dr. Cantor, if you can open what's been 

designated as Plaintiffs' Exhibit 37.  

MR. STONE:  Yeah.  Your Honor -- 

THE WITNESS:  37.

MR. STONE:  -- we don't have 37.  We've 

never been provided a copy of 37.  This is one of -- 

this is one of the supplemental things that came in 

this morning, and we -- we don't -- we don't even have 

a copy of it. 
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THE COURT:  Let me see if I do.  

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Just to clarify, 

Your Honor, counsel has been provided a copy.  They 

were rebuttal exhibits that in the interest of Cantor 

were -- 

THE COURT:  Well, I don't think you can 

do rebuttal -- I also think it's not probably not 

proper on a voir dire to -- 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Well, it goes -- it 

just goes to his qualifications, Your Honor.

MR. STONE:  But -- 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  I can just -- I can 

ask the direct question without relying on the exhibit.  

THE COURT:  Yeah.  Just -- let's not 

admit an exhibit at this time.

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Yeah.  Your Honor -- 

THE COURT:  Why don't you just ask 

questions. 

Q. (BY MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN)  Dr. Cantor, have you 

reviewed the Court's decision in Eknes-Tucker? 

A. Portions of it.  Not in its entirety, no. 

Q. Did you review the portions relating to 

yourself? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay.  In the Court decision in Eknes-Tucker, 
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the Court stated, Dr. Cantor admitted that his patients 

are on average 30 years old.  He had never provided 

care to trans- -- to a transgender minor under the age 

of 16.  He had never diagnosed a child or adolescent 

with gender dysphoria.  He had never treated a child or 

adolescent with gender -- for gender dysphoria.  He had 

no personal experience monitoring patients receiving 

transitioning medications, and he had no personal 

knowledge of the assessments or treatment methodologies 

used at any Alabama gender clinic.  

Do you recall that portion of the 

Eknes-Tucker decision? 

A. Yes, roughly. 

Q. Do you dispute the Court's description of your 

experience? 

A. I can't say that that's a complete -- 

Q. Is anything in -- 

A. I -- I -- the content of it is complete, but 

removed from the context around it isn't exactly the 

full story. 

Q. It is not an incorrect representation; is that 

right? 

A. Of that content of the decision, yes. 

Q. Okay.  And to follow up, do you have any 

personal knowledge of the assessments or treatment 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

166

methodologies used in Texas gender clinics? 

A. I don't believe any has made any official -- 

oh.  Yes, there would -- no.  There was a 

recently-closed clinic in Texas which published a 

report of the methods that it used, and it said it 

used, I think it was, the Endocrine Society guidelines. 

Q. But you don't have any personal knowledge.  

This is something you read in a study; is that correct? 

A. Personal knowledge?  No. 

Q. And you have not con- -- conducted any 

original scientific research on the efficacy or safety 

of the medical treatment of gender dysphoria; is that 

right? 

A. Not on that specific question for original 

research, no.  I've conducted comprehensive reviews of 

the research in order to make theoretical conclusions 

about it. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Your Honor, at this 

point in time, we would object to the qualification of 

Dr. Cantor as an expert.  As the Court concluded in 

Eknes-Tucker, which involved similar issues to the case 

at hand, the Court gave very little weight to 

Dr. Cantor's opinion regarding the treatment of gender 

dysphoria. 

THE COURT:  Well, but you just said 
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MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  At this point in 

time, Your Honor, we would ask that the Court keep the 

motion to exclude under advisement, and we would 

revisit it after the conclusion.  

THE COURT:  I think the Court can always 

keep a motion to exclude in a bench trial under 

advisement and make a decision about that.  I think 

that has a practical -- perhaps is a practical way to 

move forward here, understanding that the defendants 

are still going to now ask some questions to this 

witness.  And at least until the Court says otherwise 

and unless the Court later determines he is not 

qualified, as of now the Court's going to accept him as 

a qualified witness and allow testimony from him.  

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  Thank you, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  And all of his -- 

even if there is qualification here, the Court 

determines the weight of the evidence because I am the 

finder of fact.  I think everybody understands that.  

Thanks.

MR. STONE:  Thanks, Your Honor.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION CONTINUED 

BY MR. STONE:

Q. All right.  Dr. Cantor, could you turn to 
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THE COURT:  Hold on.  He can't answer.  

Yes, Mr. Stone. 

MR. STONE:  Sorry.  I was trying to tell 

the witness to stop talking, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Do you have a response?  

MR. STONE:  Yes.  This -- this -- 

Dr. Cantor has been designated as an expert on the 

science related to the treatment of gender dysphoria in 

minors.  A differential diagnosis goes to as -- I'm 

just laying a predicate.  He's going to explain why, 

but it goes to the science.  It relates specifically to 

the science.  So I'm not asking him about making any -- 

whether he makes a medical diagnosis of patients.  I'm 

going to be asking him about whether the studies 

distinguished between different things and -- different 

diagnoses.  Ergo, I'm asking him about what is a 

differential diagnosis.  So it's -- 

THE COURT:  It's close and very 

confusing, but I will overrule the objection.  It can 

go to weight. 

Q. (BY MR. STONE)  Go ahead and answer if you 

can, Dr. Cantor.  

A. In a differential diagnosis, one is not only 

saying what one believes is the actual cause of a 

problem in a -- in a patient but also ruling out 
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60 percent lower odds of moderate or severe depression 

and 73 percent lower odds of suicidality for a 12-month 

follow-up?

A. I'm sorry.  Could you say that again?  

Q. Do you dispute that the study Tordoff, et al., 

published in 2022 concluded that gender-affirming care, 

both psychotherapy and medical care, was associated 

with 60 percent lower odds of moderate or -- or severe 

depression and 73 percent lower odds of suicidality 

over a 12-month follow-up? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. Dr. Cantor, do you dispute that a study by 

Achille, et al., in 2020 concluded that endocrine 

intervention was associated with decreased depression, 

suicidal ideation, and improved quality of life for 

transgender youth? 

A. I would have to qualify that in that study 

they -- they didn't find anything significant for 

puberty blockers but they did for cross-sex hormones, 

so saying endocrine intervention is ambiguous. 

Q. Do you dispute that a 2020 study by 

van der Miesen, et al., indicated that trans youth 

showed fewer emotional and behavioral problems after 

puberty suppression and similar or fewer problems 

compared to same-age cisgender peers, and you answered 
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in the affirmative? 

A. Again, I can't remember the exact question and 

answer then, but the context -- but the authors of that 

study themselves were -- noted that psychotherapy -- 

that they themselves couldn't use their own data to 

suggest improvement because it was people who were 

already doing well -- continuing to do well rather than 

people who were doing poorly, then coming to do well. 

Q. Okay.  Dr. Cantor, you cannot cite to any 

study showing that psychotherapy alone can resolve an 

adolescent's gender dysphoria; is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

MR. GONZALEZ-PAGAN:  That's it for 

plaintiffs on cross, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Anything further from you?  

MR. STONE:  No, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  Then, Doctor, you are 

excused.  You are free to disconnect yourself and free 

to go.  Thank you.  

MR. STONE:  Thank you, Dr. Cantor.

THE WITNESS:  My pleasure.  Good luck, 

everyone.  

MR. STONE:  And, Your Honor, could I get 

a time check before we call our -- this is our last 

witness. 
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as medical records and medical treatment records. 

THE COURT:  Sure.  A doctor has that 

exception, though.  It's not -- and a patient can maybe 

have it, but that's not a hearsay upon hearsay upon 

hearsay, which is what we're talking about here. 

MR. STONE:  Your Honor, for the sake -- 

THE COURT:  So I'm just -- I think -- I 

think she can give a lay answer to the question of what 

are puberty blockers in her layperson understanding, 

but where we go next could become a problem. 

MR. STONE:  We're just going to move on.  

I -- doesn't matter.  

Q. (BY MR. STONE)  When did you first -- when did 

DFPS first receive a report involving the 

administration of puberty blockers or hormone therapy 

to a minor? 

A. So it was in February of 2022. 

Q. Do you remember when in February of 2022? 

A. I cannot. 

Q. When did DFPS investi- -- DFPS last receive a 

report of -- involving a minor and the use of 

hormone -- hormone therapy or puberty blockers? 

A. It was in March of 2022, but I can't think of 

the exact date. 

Q. And I'm going to refer to these, as my 
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Q. How were the 11 child -- cases involving 

allegations of child abuse related to PBHT, how were 

they designated when they arrived in investigations? 

A. They were designated as what we call 

Priority 2 investigations. 

Q. What is a PN in the context of a DFPS 

investigation? 

A. Yes.  So it's a priority none, which at times 

we receive intakes or information prior to stage 

progressing it to an investigation, and we can close it 

as a PN if we find that there's evidence to show that 

there was not abuse or neglect to a child.  

There's some other little reasons in 

there, such as the child -- the jurisdiction's 

incorrect or the child is not -- is under HTN, so 

there's some other pieces.  But the main thing is that 

we were able to make phone calls or contact people, and 

it basically let us know that there was not allegations 

of abuse or neglect. 

Q. Did DFPS instruct staff not to PN these -- 

these cases, these 11 cases? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why? 

A. Well, there was -- we had already reviewed 

them.  We knew it was going to be high profile.  We 
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knew possibly there would be some kind of litigation, 

and so we had already reviewed them.  And I definitely 

wanted to protect my staff and them not treat them 

differently or do something differently after the 

review had already been completed. 

Q. Did you instruct your staff not to discuss 

these 11 cases? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Why didn't these 11 cases conclude within 

30 days?  Wait.  Pause.  Let met -- let me -- let me 

stop -- let me ask that again.  

Did any of the 11 cases resolve within 

30 days? 

A. No. 

Q. Why not? 

A. Litigation.  We were staying.  We couldn't 

complete some of the investigations.  We are on stay.  

I mean, it was a lot happening. 

Q. As of today, how many of those 11 cases have 

been resolved? 

A. Five.  Completely resolved and closed is five. 

Q. And what was the disposition of those five? 

A. All five had been ruled out. 

Q. Are there any -- how many of the 11 are 

pending closure? 
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misstates prior testimony, specifically the phrase he's 

using for gender-affirming healthcare.  We use the term 

PBHT. 

THE COURT:  Sustained.  I think you need 

to ask a more specific question.

Q. (BY MR. COOK)  Ms. Talbert, for the -- the 

types of cases where there are allegations that the 

minor was receiving PBHT, those were categorically 

treated as Priority 2 by DFPS; is that right? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Okay.  Prior to February 22nd, 2022, were 

cases where there was an allegation of PBHT being 

provided to minors categorized as P2 automatic? 

A. I don't know that because, you know, there's 

about 240,000 investigations a year, so I cannot 

confirm that none of those cases were not about a child 

receiving some kind of medical treatment. 

Q. And you're the statewide supervisor of 

investigations; is that right? 

A. No.  I'm the director of field for 

investigations. 

Q. Okay.  And you've been at the agency for over 

a year? 

A. Over -- over -- almost 25 years. 

Q. And given the volume of cases that come in for 
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investigation, you can't possibly be involved in each 

and every one of those cases; is that right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And prior to February 22nd, you had not been 

personally involved in any cases where there were 

allegations of PBHT being provided to minors; is that 

true? 

A. That is correct. 

MR. COOK:  No other questions, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Anything else?  

MR. STONE:  Yeah.  Just -- yes, 

Your Honor, just one thing.  We'd like to offer 

Exhibit 27.  I'm -- 

MS. CORBELLO:  It's 31.

MR. STONE:  It's 31?

MS. CORBELLO:  Yes.

MR. STONE:  What we're planning on 

marking as Exhibit 31. 

THE COURT:  And have you uploaded it to 

the Box?   

MS. CORBELLO:  Yes, Your Honor. 

MR. STONE:  Yes, Your Honor.  This is a 

business records affidavit for the exhibits that the 

Court did not admit because of hearsay.  But I just 
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF TEXAS )
)

COUNTY OF TRAVIS )

I, Alicia Racanelli, Official Court Reporter in and 

for the 201st District Court of Travis County, State of 

Texas, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 

contains a true and correct transcription of all 

portions of evidence and other proceedings requested in 

writing by counsel for the parties to be included in 

this volume of the Reporter's Record, in the 

above-styled and numbered cause, all of which occurred 

in open court or in chambers and were reported by me. 

I further certify that this Reporter's Record of 

the proceedings truly and correctly reflects the 

exhibits, if any, offered in evidence by the respective 

parties.

WITNESS MY OFFICIAL HAND this the 14th day of July, 

2022. 

      /s/ Alicia Racanelli           
Alicia Racanelli, Texas CSR No. 3591
Expiration Date:  April 30, 2023
Official Court Reporter, 201st District Court
Travis County, Texas
P.O. Box 1748, Austin, Texas  78767
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REPORTER'S RECORD

VOLUME 2 OF 2 VOLUMES

TRIAL COURT CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-22-002569

PFLAG, INC., ET AL., 
Plaintiffs,

VS.

GREG ABBOTT, ET EL.,  
Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

459TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

_______________________________________________________

EXHIBIT VOLUME

ADMITTED EXHIBITS ONLY

_______________________________________________________

On the 6th day of July, 2022, the following 

proceedings came on to be heard in the above-entitled 

and numbered cause before the Honorable Amy Clark 

Meachum, Judge Presiding, held in Austin, Travis 

County, Texas: 

Proceedings reported by machine shorthand. 
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STATE OF TEXAS )
Q. )

COUNTY OF TRAVIS )

I, Alicia Racanelli, Official Court Reporter in and 

for the 201st District Court of Travis County, State of 

Texas, do hereby certify that the following exhibits 

constitute true and complete duplicates of the original 

exhibits, excluding physical evidence, offered into 

evidence during the court hearing in the above-entitled 

and numbered cause as set out herein before the 

Honorable Amy Clark Meachum, Judge of the 201st 

District Court of Travis County, State of Texas. 

WITNESS MY OFFICIAL HAND on this the 14th day of 

July, 2022.

      /s/ Alicia Racanelli                 
Alicia Racanelli, Texas CSR No. 3591
Expiration Date:  April 30, 2023

    Official Court Reporter, 201st District Court
Travis County, Texas
P.O. Box 1748, Austin, Texas  78767
Telephone (512) 854-4028
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O - 

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

February 22, 2022 

The Honorable Jaime Masters 
Commissioner 
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 
701 West 51St Street 
Austin, Texas 78751 

Dear Commissioner Masters: 

Consistent with our correspondence in August 2021, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has 
now confirmed in the enclosed opinion that a number of so-called "sex change" procedures constitute 
child abuse under existing Texas law. Because the Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services (DFPS) is responsible for protecting children from abuse, I hereby direct your agency to 
conduct a prompt and thorough investigation of any reported instances of these abusive procedures in 
the State of Texas. 

As OAG Opinion No. KP-0401 makes clear, it is already against the law to subject Texas children to 
a wide variety of elective procedures for gender transitioning, including reassignment surgeries that 
can cause sterilization, mastectomies, removals of otherwise healthy body parts, and administration 
of puberty-blocking drugs or supraphysiologic doses of testosterone or estrogen. See TEx. FAM. 
CODE § 261.001(1)(A)—(D) (defining "abuse"). Texas law imposes reporting requirements upon all 
licensed professionals who have direct contact with children who may be subject to such abuse, 
including doctors, nurses, and teachers, and provides criminal penalties for failure to report such 
child abuse. See id. §§ 261.101(b), 261.109(a-1). There are similar reporting requirements and 
criminal penalties for members of the general public. See id. §§ 261.101(a), 261.109(a). 

Texas law also imposes a duty on DFPS to investigate the parents of a child who is subjected to these 
abusive gender-transitioning procedures, and on other state agencies to investigate licensed facilities 
where such procedures may occur. See TEx. FAM. CODE § 261.301(a)—(b). To protect Texas 
children from abuse, DFPS and all other state agencies must follow the law as explained in OAG 
Opinion No. KP-0401. 

Sincerely, 

Greg ACfho 
Governor 

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VoicE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES 
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The Honorable Jaime Masters 
Commissioner 
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 
701 West 51St Street 
Austin, Texas 78751 

Dear Commissioner Masters: 

Consistent with our correspondence in August 2021, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) has 
now confirmed in the enclosed opinion that a number of so-called "sex change" procedures constitute 
child abuse under existing Texas law. Because the Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services (DFPS) is responsible for protecting children from abuse, I hereby direct your agency to 
conduct a prompt and thorough investigation of any reported instances of these abusive procedures in 
the State of Texas. 

As OAG Opinion No. KP-0401 makes clear, it is already against the law to subject Texas children to 
a wide variety of elective procedures for gender transitioning, including reassignment surgeries that 
can cause sterilization, mastectomies, removals of otherwise healthy body parts, and administration 
of puberty-blocking drugs or supraphysiologic doses of testosterone or estrogen. See TEx. FAM. 
CODE § 261.001(1)(A)—(D) (defining "abuse"). Texas law imposes reporting requirements upon all 
licensed professionals who have direct contact with children who may be subject to such abuse, 
including doctors, nurses, and teachers, and provides criminal penalties for failure to report such 
child abuse. See id. §§ 261.101(b), 261.109(a-1). There are similar reporting requirements and 
criminal penalties for members of the general public. See id. §§ 261.101(a), 261.109(a). 

Texas law also imposes a duty on DFPS to investigate the parents of a child who is subjected to these 
abusive gender-transitioning procedures, and on other state agencies to investigate licensed facilities 
where such procedures may occur. See TEx. FAM. CODE § 261.301(a)—(b). To protect Texas 
children from abuse, DFPS and all other state agencies must follow the law as explained in OAG 
Opinion No. KP-0401. 

Sincerely, 

Greg ACfho 
Governor 

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VoicE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES 
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The Honorable Jaime Masters 

February 22, 2022 

Page 2 

GA:jsd 

Enclosure 

cc: Ms. Cecile Young, Executive Commissioner, Health and Human Services Commission 

Mr. Stephen B. Carlton, Executive Director, Texas Medical Board 

Ms. Katherine A. Thomas, Executive Director, Texas Board of Nursing 

Dr. Tim Tucker, Executive Director, Texas State Board of Pharmacy 

Mr. Darrell Spinks, Executive Director, Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council 

Mr. Mike Morath, Commissioner, Texas Education Association 

Ms. Cristina Galindo, Chair, Texas State Board of Educator Certification 

Ms. Camille Cain, Executive Director, Texas Juvenile Justice Department 
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AG Opinion Statement 
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Statement on Governor's Letter/AG Opinion 

In accordance with Governor Abbott's directive 
today to Commissioner Masters, we will follow 
Texas law as explained in Attorney General opinion 
KP-0401. 
At this time, there are no pending investigations of 
child abuse involving the procedures described in 
that opinion. If any such allegations are reported 
to us, they will be investigated under existing 
policies of Child Protective Investigations, 

Open Office 

1:40 
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Statement on Governor's Letter/AG Opinion 

In accordance with Governor Abbott's directive 
today to Commissioner Masters, we will follow 
Texas law as explained in Attorney General opinion 
KP-0401. 
At this time, there are no pending investigations of 
child abuse involving the procedures described in 
that opinion. If any such allegations are reported 
to us, they will be investigated under existing 
policies of Child Protective Investigations, 

Open Office 
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Agenda fpr Leacier0iP Meeting 2.24.2022 

1. Random Moment Time Studies 
A. Meet our RMTS Coordinator for the Region, Monica Perez 
B RMTS Communication Expectations- we must respond to 

Monica when she is reaching out. The worker will be the first 
contact and then she will within a few hours be following up 
with the supervisor and then a few hours with the PD and up 
the chain. Every RMTS that we complete is equivalent to 
$40k for our agency. 

2. Specific Cases 
A. When you get a case that involves the specific allegation we 

talked about you need to immediately send an email to your 
PD, your PA, Lisa Guyton, and Gabina DeHoyoz for tracking 
and to possibly schedule a staffing. We want to be involved 
to help guide staff and provide assistance as we know these 
can be difficult. 

B. Any communication you have regarding these cases needs to 
be done in a Teams meeting, telephone call, or face to face. 
Do not send text messages or emails in regards to these 
specific cases. 

C. Our General Counsel for the agency is going to be working 
disposition guidelines. We will be working closely with her in 
the beginning on dispositioning these specific cases. 

D. PA meeting discussion• specific workers? Worker V? 
Worker V 
A. The audit has been approved and I am hopeful our Worker V 

position will be posted in the next week. If you have ideas 
how we can utilize this position in our region please let your 
PD and PA know. 

4. Master Investigator Assistance 
A. Good News in April we will be getting 30 Mrs deployed to our 

region to assist us in case resolution. 
B. They will be paired one on one with our high workloads. 
C. They will be in our region for approximately 3 months. 
D. PD's, PA's and I will meet weekly to discuss progress being 

made. 
E. Weekly meetings will start in March for planning. 
F. This is a great opportunity for us to really get our region back 

in a good place. We need to really take full advantage of lt. 

EXHIBIT



VERIFICATION 

STATE OF TEXAS § 

TRAVIS COUNTY § 

Before me the undersigned notary, on this day personally appeared Maddy R. 

Dwertman, the affiant, whose identity is known to me. After I administered an oath, 

affiant testified as follows: 

1. My name is Maddy (Madeleine) R. Dwertman. I am over the age of 18 

years, of sound mind, and capable of making this verification. I am co-counsel of 

record for Plaintiff/Appellee Mirabel Voe, individually and as parent and next friend 

of Antonio Voe, a minor, and Plaintiff/Appellee Wanda Roe, individually and as 

parent and next friend of Tommy Roe, a minor (collectively, "Plaintiffs" or 

"Appellees") in PFLAG, Inc., et al. v. Gregory Abbott, et aL, Cause No. D-1-GN-

22-002569, pending before the 201st Judicial District Court in Travis County, Texas 

("District Court Case"). I am also co-counsel of record for Plaintiffs/Appellees in 

this appeal. I have personal knowledge of the proceedings and the pleadings and 

other papers on file in the District Court Case and in this case. 

2. Appendices A through D in the foregoing Appendix to Appellees' 

Emergency Motion for Temporary Injunctive Relief Pursuant to Rule 29.3 are true 

and correct copies of filings and orders in the underlying District Court Case. 

1 



Additionally, Appendix E is a true and correct copy of excerpts of the Reporter's 

Record of the July 6, 2022 hearing in the District Court on Plaintiffs' Application 

for Temporary Injunction that counsel for Plaintiffs/Appellees requested, paid for 

and received from the court reporter who transcribed that hearing. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT. 

Maddy (Madeleine) R. Dwertman 

Subscribed and sworn to before me by Maddy R. Dwertman, on this 18th 
day of July 2022. 
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EMILY LEGGETT k 
rr 10113276848-7 \ 

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF TEXAS 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 S

storIC, CoW".•0:e'st0: 0: 40.40" 

Notary Pu r ic, State of Texas 

Name: frAilyL q( --F 
Commission Expires: NOVeilitkeSs 7/02,4 
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Omar Gonzalez-Pagan Ogonzalez-pagan@lamdalegal.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
M. curry Cook ccook@lamdalegal.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Karen L.Loewy kloewy@lamdalegal.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Camilla Taylor ctaylor@lamdalegal.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Brandt Roessler 24127923 brandt.roessler@bakerbotts.com 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Anjana Samant asamant@aclu.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Nick Palmieri nick.palmieri@bakerbotts.com 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Susan Kennedy susan.kennedy@bakerbotts.com 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT
Elizabth Gill egill@aclunc.org 7/19/2022 4:06:06 PM SENT


