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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
 
 
We believe that young people convicted of serious crimes should be held accountable for the harm 
they have caused in a way that reflects their capacity to grow and change.  We believe in fair 
sentencing for youth that reflects our human rights, values and moral beliefs, and as such, the 
fundamental difference between youth and adults.  Research has proven that youth are still 
developing both physically and emotionally and their brains, not just their bodies, are not yet fully 
mature. Because of these differences, youth have greater potential to become rehabilitated.  
Therefore, we believe that youth under the age of 18 should never be sentenced to prison for the rest 
of their lives without hope of release.   
 
 
We believe that a just alternative to life in prison without parole is to provide careful reviews to 
determine whether, years later, individuals convicted of crimes as youth continue to pose a threat to 
the community.  There would be no guarantee of release—only the opportunity to demonstrate that 
they are capable of making responsible decisions and do not pose a threat to society.  This alternative 
to life without parole sentencing appropriately reflects the harm that has been done, as well as the 
special needs and rights of youth, and focuses on rehabilitation and reintegration into society.   
 
 
We know that victims and survivors of serious crimes committed by youth endure significant hardship 
and trauma.  They deserve to be provided with supportive services, and should be notified about 
sentencing reviews related to their cases.  We believe in restorative practices that promote healing for 
the crime victims as well as the young people who have been convicted of crimes.   
 
 
Sentencing minors to life terms sends an unequivocal message to young people that they are beyond 
redemption.  We believe that society should not be in the practice of discarding young people 
convicted of crimes for life, but instead, should provide motivations and opportunities for healing, 
rehabilitation, and the potential for them to one day return to our communities as productive 
members of society. 
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OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS 
 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION • AMERICAN CORRECTIONAL ASSOCIATION • AMERICAN CORRECTIONAL CHAPLAINS 

ASSOCIATION • AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION • AMERICAN PROBATION AND PAROLE ASSOCIATION • AMERICAN 

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION • AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL • ASSOCIATION OF PAROLING AUTHORITIES INTERNATIONAL (APAI) • 

ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN EXECUTIVES IN CORRECTIONS • BAHA’IS OF THE UNITED STATES • BOYS SCOUTS OF AMERICA • 

BUDDHIST PEACE FELLOWSHIP • CAMPAIGN FOR YOUTH JUSTICE • CATHOLIC MOBILIZING NETWORK • CENTER FOR CHILDREN’S 

LAW AND POLICY • CENTRAL JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER • CENTRO PEDRO CLAVER, INC. • CHILD RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL 

NETWORK (CRIN) • CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF AMERICA • CHILDREN & FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER • CHILDREN’S ACTION 

ALLIANCE • CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND • CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC. • CHRIST & ST. AMBROSE 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, PA • CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN, GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS • COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

• COALITION ON HUMAN NEEDS • COLORADO JUVENILE DEFENDER COALITION • CONFERENCE OF MAJOR SUPERIORS OF MEN • 

COUNCIL FOR EDUCATORS OF AT-RISK AND DELINQUENT YOUTH • COUNCIL OF JUVENILE CORRECTIONAL ADMINISTRATORS • THE 

DEFENDER ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA • DOCTORS FOR GLOBAL HEALTH • ENGAGED ZEN FOUNDATION • EQUAL JUSTICE 

INITIATIVE • EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA • EVERY CHILD MATTERS • FAITH COMMUNITIES FOR FAMILIES AND 

CHILDREN • FAMILIES & ALLIES OF VIRGINIA'S YOUTH • FIRST FOCUS • FRIENDS & FAMILIES OF INMATES, OMAHA, NEBRASKA • 

FROM DEATH TO LIFE • THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST • GEORGETOWN CENTER FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE 

REFORM • HISPANIC CLERGY OF PHILADELPHIA AND VICINITY • HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH • INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

FORENSIC NURSES • INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS ASSOCIATION • JESUIT CONFERENCE • JEWISH COUNCIL ON 

URBAN AFFAIRS • JOURNEY OF HOPE • JUST DETENTION INTERNATIONAL • JUSTFAITH MINISTRIES • JUSTICE POLICY INSTITUTE • 

JUVENILE JUSTICE COALITION OF OHIO • JUVENILE JUSTICE INITIATIVE OF ILLINOIS • JUVENILE JUSTICE PROJECT OF LOUISIANA • 

JUVENILE JUSTICE TRAINERS ASSOCIATION • JUVENILE LAW CENTER • MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA • MICHIGAN COUNCIL ON CRIME 

AND DELINQUENCY • MID-ATLANTIC JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER • MIDWEST JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER • MISSISSIPPI YOUTH 

JUSTICE PROJECT • MOTHERS AGAINST MURDERERS ASSOCIATION • MUSLIM PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL • MUSLIMS FOR 

PROGRESSIVE VALUES • NAACP • NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. • NAMI COLORADO • NATIONAL 

ADVOCACY CENTER OF THE SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD • NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN DRUG POLICY COALITION, INC. • 

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF FAITH AND JUSTICE • NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF SENTENCING ADVOCATES AND MITIGATION SPECIALISTS • 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS • NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNSEL FOR CHILDREN • 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS • NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JUVENILE CORRECTIONAL AGENCIES • 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS • NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS • NATIONAL BLACK POLICE 

ASSOCIATION • NATIONAL CENTER FOR YOUTH LAW • NATIONAL DISABILITY RIGHTS NETWORK • NATIONAL JUVENILE DEFENDER 

CENTER • NATIONAL JUVENILE DETENTION ASSOCIATION • NATIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE NETWORK • NATIONAL LEGAL AID AND 

DEFENDER ASSOCIATION • NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR JUVENILE SERVICES (NPJS) • NATIONAL PTA • OFFICE OF RESTORATIVE 

JUSTICE, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES • PACIFIC JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER • PARTNERSHIP FOR SAFETY & JUSTICE • 

PEACEPATHWAYS • PENAL REFORM INTERNATIONAL • THE PENDULUM FOUNDATION • PENNSYLVANIA PRISON SOCIETY • PRISON 

MINDFULNESS INSTITUTE • THE SENTENCING PROJECT • SOUTHERN JUVENILE DEFENDERS CENTER • SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW 

CENTER • THEYTHINKALOUD • UDC DAVID A. CLARKE SCHOOL OF LAW, TOOK CROWELL INSTITUTE FOR AT-RISK YOUTH • UNION 

FOR REFORM JUDAISM • UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONS • UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, GENERAL 

BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY • UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS • UNITED STATES PSYCHIATRIC 

REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION • UNIVERSITY OF IOWA STUDENTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS • UNIVERSITY OF OREGON PRISON JUSTICE • 

VOICES FOR AMERICA’S CHILDREN • VOICES FOR CHILDREN IN NEBRASKA • THE W. HAYWOOD BURNS INSTITUTE • WESTERN 

JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER • WISCONSIN COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES • THE YOUTH ADVOCACY PROJECT, ROXBURY, 
MA • YOUTH ADVOCATE PROGRAMS, INC. • YOUTH JUSTICE COALITION • YOUTH LAW CENTER 
 

To become an official supporter, please contact the Campaign at info@fairsentencingofyouth.org 


